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The Apostle John, the son of Zebedee has always been considered to be a herald of the Paraclete’s testimony to the world.

Was the apostle John - one of the twelve chosen by Christ - John the Evangelist, the author of the Gospel of John?

Are they both the same? The disciple that Jesus loved? Or maybe this was Lazarus? Or John the Presbyter? Or John of Patmos?

Aside from all these arguable interpretations of different scholars about who authored these writings, the fact is that we have in the Johannine literature of the Gospel of John, his three Epistles, and the book of Revelation, a very valuable theology that certainly complements the Pauline contributions to our understanding of Jesus Christ ministry and message for humanity.

Reading from these Johannine writings, we can ask the beloved disciple - the younger but most spiritually mature of all the apostles - that was closer to Jesus and knew Him well, new clues about His ministry and His teachings and what they meant for all humanity.

The Johannine writings have certainly contributed to a better understanding of the identity and ministry of Jesus Christ in our world as well as the importance that for each redemption, have the Holy Spirit as it was given to us by Christ as a gift of truth and guidance for all humanity through His sacrifice in our dark world and for this day and age.
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John was aware of the sad state of our world

This world we are living in is under the domain of the prince of darkness. It would be futile to deny it.

More and more our societies are plunging into sin and depravation. We are in the prison of our bodies, enjoying the benefits of the twisted human laws that allow us to do everything our sensual desires and material attachments wish and long for.

As Burge (1966), asserted: Our world is dead and has no life, and [in its core] darkness prevails. It is still the whorish Babylon that wants to prevent the emergence of the New Jerusalem.

Jesus was clear about this fact through John 5:24 when he said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” (KJV).

Yes, we are the living dead so far.

Taylor (2016), added that we live in an earthly realm of detestation and perversion. No wonder the powers to be at the time conspired to kill Jesus Christ 2000 years ago. In John 15:18-19 we read that Jesus said to his apostles: “If the world hates you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (KJV).

Our saddest reality is the fact that our bodies are not ready to receive the gift of the holy spirit because we have not cleaned the temple of God that is our body, and it is not holy and ready to receive it, so we walk blind and in darkness, helped only by our blind-helpers, our egoic mind and our five senses being constantly predated by the evil one and its media.

Nevertheless, Jesus asserted the hope that the holy spirit represents: “And when he comes, he will reprove the world of sin, and righteousness, and judgment” (John 16:8, KJV). And the Nazarene continued: Of sin because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment because the prince of this world is judged” (John 9-11, KJV).

Conflict in the World. The worldview of the Johannine literature is consistently dualistic. Believers are reminded that they no longer belong to the world. (Burge (1966). The hatred of the world is everywhere because it is under the power of the evil one: “And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19, KJV). 

That this outlook continued in the Johannine community is evident when we look at John's letters: The world brings theological falsehood through its religious corruption and false teachers: “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore, speak they of the world, and the world heareth them (1 John 4:3-5, KJV) [Burge, 1966].

As the world is in death (and needs a life), so, too, it exists in darkness and needs light (Burge, 1996).

Fortunately, a beautiful promise was made to us from Jesus who is the light of our world when speaking to the scribes and the Pharisees: “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12, KJV).
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Jesus gave us His Spirit through His last breath on this earth

It was a holy and supreme exhalation that changed our world, and our mother earth showed the importance of the moment with thunders and tremors, and as Matthew 27:51-52 relates: “And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints which slept arose” (KJV).

Also, darkness came over the whole land and preceded the death of Jesus as described in Matthew 27:45: “Now from the sixth hour, there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour” (KJV).

The gift of the spirit from Jesus to our fallen world took place on the cross as it was revealed to us by the apostle John in his gospel: “When Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar, he said, it is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost” (John 19:30, KJV).

The passage places us within the final seconds of Jesus’ mortality, and it tells us that he ‘hands over his spirit.’ Jesus is giving the gift of the Spirit to the Church. (Taylor, 2016).

Another great event that took place through the death of Jesus was that the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, meaning that ‘the way to God and His presence has been opened for all people through Christ” (Livingstone 2017). 
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Do we know we have a gift inside our hearts that can free us from this prison world?

Paul of Tarsus knew it and told us about it. In Colossians 1:26-27 he asserted: “Even the mystery which hath been hidden from ages and generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (KJV).

Jesus, the hope of glory, if only we wanted to believe it, and act accordingly.

In a world of falsehood and error, Jesus cuts a path, a way, to God that is true and life-giving (Burge, 1966).

Thanks to Jesus’ redemption, the holy spirit has a new role in our lives. 

But have we listened to the apostle Paul?

The beloved disciple, John told us that thanks to Jesus, the holy spirit has a new role in our lives if we want to accept it: “And I will pray for the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:16-20, KJV).
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