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and complete as possible in the creation of this report,
notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or represent at
any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly
changing nature of the Internet.
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Introduction

So, you are
finally going to tie the knot! Congratulations! There are probably
a million different things running through your head right now (is
this real, is this it, why didn’t s/he go to Jared, etc…), and in
all likelihood only some of them are about the actual wedding.
That’s okay, that’s what I’m here for. Take a deep breath……… now
come with me as I run through all the things you need to plan for
to have a spectacular wedding on a budget that you will never
forget (the wedding, not the budget).

Here I’m just going to go straight down the
agenda and give you a brief overview of everything mentioned
(mostly because, honestly, you only want to spend time reading
about the things you don’t know, that way you don’t waste time
instead of actually doing those things!).

The first chapter is about the time period
from the first few weeks of your engagement to about six months
before the wedding (if the proposal is something like the day
before the two of you plan on getting married, then reading about
wedding planning ideas probably isn’t your cup of tea anyway). It
covers things like the “essentials” checklist, being your own
wedding planner, some of the biggest money traps early on (and how
to avoid them), and any ethnic or thematic concerns you might
have.

The second chapter is all about the crew, the
attire, and the considerations. Who to invite? Who to have
surrounding you (maid of honor, best man, etc…)? What to wear? And,
finally, the all-important question: to buy or not to buy?

The third chapter is all about where the real
fun begins: the after-party! At least, that’s how it was on prom
night…Seriously though, the reception takes up the bulk of what
people mean when the talk about “Wedding Planning,” and we’ll go
through all the ways the reception can enhance, or diminish, the
entire wedding experience and how to have a good one without
breaking the bank. Presumably, you want to eat. You want everything
to be decorated well. There has to be music, and lots of it (and
not country, or glam rock, please…). Finally, the venue has to be
“you.”

The fourth chapter is all about getting
records of the wedding for you to have and cherish for the rest of
your life. We’ll cover the two main areas of visuals: elegant and
formal wedding photos (taken in studios, not on the wedding day),
and video recordings or action photography of the event, as well as
the pros and cons of each option.

The fifth chapter is for the honeymooners
(the two of you, not the show). You have to make some very
important (and potentially costly) decisions about where it’s going
to be, for how long, and what you two are going to do while you’re
there. I’m not kidding about the costly part. If you’re not
careful, the honeymoon can end up costing more than the
reception!

The sixth chapter is going to give a specific
and in-depth breakdown of the timeline from six months all the way
to the day before. Use this in combination with the checklist to
calm yourselves down, stop everyone from going crazy, and all in
all make sure the wedding goes off without a hitch. Trust me, when
you’re scrambling around on a diet of aspirin and coffee with one
month to go, only to pick up this guide and read though the
timeline, you’ll thank me (or maybe curse me out, depending on how
much coffee you drank).

The seventh chapter is, unfortunately, a
reminder of all the bills you racked up putting everything
together. I know, I know, it sucks. I groan every time I have to
fork over eighty dollars for cable so I can only imagine the
feeling of looking at all those different tallies and reaching into
your wallet to take out your credit card. On the bright(er) side, I
blame a lot of your friends and family for some of the costs and
let you know, traditionally, which family members were responsible
for which bills. The downside to that is, if any of your friends
bought this guide, then they’re going to know what you two would be
traditionally responsible for paying for their wedding…

The conclusion is, obviously enough, a
conclusion. It brings together all the things I will have already
talked about and gives you some nice advice to close out the whole
process.

Before we dive in, I would just like to give
one piece of advice now: enjoy it.

I realize that planning for your wedding is
not going to be the most fun thing in the world (certainly not the
easiest). But, for one, it’s essential if you want to have the most
enjoyable, most memorable, most spectacular (and cheapest) wedding
possible. And, for another, the planning can be a joy all in
itself. It can be a chance to learn all the lingering things about
your partner that the two of you would want to share before you
plan on spending the rest of your lives together. It can be a
source of memories all on its own (like if you meet a really
annoying, flamboyant, and intrusive dress maker or a crazy cake
decorator who keeps asking if you own any pet bison) that you as a
couple will want to cherish forever. And, finally, planning your
wedding is the first step the two of you will take on the path
leading through the rest of your lives.

On a practical note, and before we go any
further, I would like to say two things. The first (and I’ll
mention this again) is that the order in which the tips appear is
the rough order in which you should do them. You’ll see the reasons
for that as we go along. Second, I want to direct you to some good
wedding planning websites. This guide is pretty extensive, but
often times, I will refer you to one of these sites throughout the
guide or else reference some information on them. It couldn’t hurt
to at least browse through them from time to time.

http://www.theknot.com/ This site (“The
Knot”) has a lot of great general information about wedding
planning. It goes in depth on some areas that this guide simply
cannot cover (like writing your vows, searching for vendors and
other wedding essentials in your local area and in a given price
range, etc…). If you two ignore every other site on the list, at
least check this one out.

http://nymag.com/weddings/ This site (“NY
Weddings”) doesn’t have great general information about wedding
planning. Where it really comes in handy is its large index of
other weddings that can give the two of you tips and/or
inspiration. You could definitely get lost just poring over all the
different lists of venue, food, and décor, coming up with ideas for
making it your own.

http://www.weddingwire.com/ This site
(“Wedding Wire”) is, admittedly, a little cheesy. Like The Knot,
it’s good for finding well-priced vendors in your area. But, where
it really comes in handy, is the free service it provides that
allows you to coordinate and check everything on well-organized
charts and diagrams by making a personal online account. Plus, its
cartoony feel is kind of fun in a silly, quirky sort of way.

http://www.mywedding.com/ This site (“My
Wedding”) is good because in addition to giving you online planning
tools like Wedding Wire and allowing you to look up vendor
information like The Knot, it gives lists of books and other
websites that you might find to be useful. I also find its muted,
professional feel to be really comfortable.
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