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      One of the benefits of being a small publisher is that you can try out new things easily and quickly. Here at the Horror Guys, we review 20 to 30 horror films each month for our daily website postings and weekly podcast. Occasionally, we also publish books on various topics, such as discussing all the Hammer Horror films or looking at the Silent Age of Horror. Those books are a lot of fun to make, but they’re usually done on top of all those daily reviews. That’s a lot of movie-watching, and there are a lot of films targeted for our books that never make it to our website.

      It also occurred to us that most of our published print books discuss 50-60 films in some specialized, curated category, but even our regular, somewhat randomly chosen, reviews came to 25 or more films each month; that’s nearly half a book each month in just daily reviews, most of which were never going to make it into a book otherwise.

      We realize that not everyone has the time to read a daily blog post, and there are a whole lot of people who don’t even know what a podcast is, much less have time to listen to one.

      

      What if…

      

      What if the same “horrorful” content were available as a monthly publication? What if it were readable offline on your favorite e-reader device and not require a constant internet connection as a website would? What if you could get the same content… in print?

      What if, since we could charge for this new e-book or print publication, we could include bonus content? Extra reviews? Puzzles? Other things? Yes!

      Well, that just sounds like fun to me. Let’s do it!

      What you are looking at is the first issue, perhaps just a prototype, of a monthly publication from the Horror Guys. It’ll have an entire month’s reviews as well as bonus content. To be fair, there are no bonus reviews in this first issue, because— well, it’s new and we didn’t plan this far ahead. Next month, there’ll be extra reviews. We did, however, include a fun word search containing all the movies of this issue in the back of the book.

      As I said, it’s a prototype, a work still in flux. We absolutely want to hear your comments and suggestions for future issues. We have ideas that didn’t make it into this first issue, but they’ll be coming in the next issues.

      

      
        
        Brian and Kevin

        email@horrorguys.com

        horrorguys.com

      

      

      

      
        
        Note: You can get announcements of each month’s new issue by entering your email at:

        https://horrorbulletin.substack.com
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            2021 The Boy Behind the Door

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Directed by David Charbonier, Justin Powell

        	Written by David Charbonier, Justin Powell

        	Stars Lonnie Chavis, Ezra Dewey, Kristin Bauer van Straton

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 28 Minutes
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      Synopsis

      A single car drives along the lonely road past the oil pumps towards a single, isolated house. The driver opens the trunk and a couple of children are tied and gagged inside…

      Six hours earlier… Kevin and Bobby are out playing. They swear to move to California together someday. They throw the ball down the hill, and when they go to get it, someone grabs them and locks them in the trunk of the car. They take Kevin out of the car, leaving Bobby inside alone. He eventually breaks the trunk open, but he doesn’t know where he is. He starts to run away, but then remembers that Kevin is still in there somewhere.

      Bobby sneaks around inside the house and sees and hears various adults doing things. He hears crying coming from behind a door; that must be Kevin, right? One of the men spots Bobby and says, “It’s OK, you don’t have to hide from me. I just want to talk,” which Bobby doesn’t believe for a second. They do the cat-and-mouse thing for a while. The man slips and knocks himself out on the way down, but he gets up just as Bobby's holding a knife over him-- and accidentally gets stabbed to death. We see, but Bobby doesn’t, that his watch has a countdown timer-- 38 minutes until… something.

      Bobby goes looking for Kevin again. He talks to Bobby through the door, but can’t get the door open. He can’t find the keys to the door, but he does find the man’s car keys. Bobby can’t drive, but he does get the car rolling downhill. He jumps out, and the car keeps on going without him.

      Bobby finds an old dialing phone like his grandmother has, and Kevin has to explain how to make it work. Just then, the timer in the watch goes off. He calls 911 just as another car arrives. 911 says they’re tracing the call, but Bobby hangs up the phone too soon. Meanwhile, Kevin breaks a fingernail, the most cringeworthy horrific thing in the film so far.

      Bobby frantically tries to clean up the bloody mess in the kitchen before the other kidnapper finds him. He rolls the man’s dead body out the back door and down the steps. He watches as the other kidnapper puts a pile of cash in a hidden safe. The other kidnapper finally catches on to Bobby’s presence and hacks down the locked door, Shining-style.

      Just then, the police arrive and knock on the door. The other kidnapper turns out to be a woman, and she explains everything to the police officer while keeping Bobby locked in the room upstairs. She acts suspiciously, so the officer comes inside, where she kills him with her axe. Now the kidnapper has the cop’s gun, and Bobby only has his nightstick and handcuffs, which he promptly uses against her. She still manages to shoot Bobby in the leg, so that’s gonna slow him down.

      Bobby finally gets her keys and goes upstairs after Kevin. Kevin’s wearing some kind of electronic collar. It’s a shock collar that won’t let him past the door. Bobby does more battle with the kidnapper, and he passes out from the pain of her sticking her finger in his bullet wound. Kevin forces his way downstairs, despite the shock collar, and makes his way to Bobby.

      Meanwhile, the kidnapper gets out of the cuffs and starts to pursue them. The boys get into the police officer’s car, where they find a hand Taser. Kevin gets on the radio and calls for more cops, but he doesn’t know where they are. The kidnapper pulls Bobby out of the car, but she gets Tased by Kevin before she can kill him.

      There’s one final battle, and the cops show up just in time. Later on, the two boys actually do go to California and have a happy ending.

      Commentary

      It’s all very dark and atmospheric, and they both make the same mistakes little kids make all the time. Not knowing how those old phones work, not understanding a stick-shift car, and not killing the bad guys when you have the chance. I love how Bobby says, “I’m sorry,” when the male kidnapper cuts himself of Bobby’s knife. The acting from both kids is excellent.

      The murders are pretty typical for this kind of film, but I found the fingernail scene excruciating, and the grabbing-the-knife-blade scenes were pretty nasty too. I lost track of the number of times they disabled the kidnappers and then just left them alone to get up and continue the pursuit. Kids don’t generally think about killing people, so there’s that, but it got a little unrealistic after a while.

      Overall, I did like it. No monsters, not the fun kind anyway, but enough gore and suspense to make it interesting.
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        	Directed by Derek Braasch, Matt Cannon, Marcelo Fabani , Phil Herman, Joe Sherlock

        	Written by the same people

        	Stars Joel D. Wynkoop, Phil Herman, Dustin Hubbard

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 56 minutes
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      Synopsis

      Note that this is a long-delayed follow-up to the first movie, that came out in 2003. I don’t know if anyone ever watched that film, but it’s currently a bit hard to find, and from what I could see of the reviews and still photos, that’s probably fine. Anyway, both films are anthologies, so you don’t need to have seen the original.

      Starting out with opening credits music that is hard and fast enough to clear out your sinuses, this movie never lets up.

      The Voice reads an opening narrative about “the burglar” who once again is breaking into homes and regretting it – in for a rude awakening from the very bowels of HELL.

      Casing the neighborhood in broad daylight, an interesting choice, he watches as a resident across the street leaves. He quickly breaks in through their front door. After an intense and angry soliloquy, he looks for something worth taking. He encounters witchery in the kitchen and the stories begin to unfold…

      Open House

      Years after her parents were murdered by a masked killer, Sue is trying to succeed as a Realtor despite a comically egotistical boss and conniving coworkers. Can she overcome her demon from the past without it crossing over into the present?

      The Last Farewell of Mr. Perez

      A voice narrating from the afterlife details Mr. Perez’s last day on Earth quickly morphs into a science fiction tale of an alien, who was one of chaperones of humanity, acting as his long-dead mother. It’s strange, unexpected, and surprisingly poignant.

      Slay Ride

      A Christmas story of peace and happiness, right? Not quite, as Santa Junior is taking over the job this year for the big guy. He’s jolly until he finds out what Mrs. Claus Junior is up to with one of the elves. The most darkly funny of the tales. Oh, so very horribly funny.

      The Present

      The wraparound asks, “Who knows what goes on in this hotbed of suburban lust and depravity?” Well, this story shows us in detail. It’s just an ordinary evening in an ordinary home until it’s not. Oh boy, it is not. Husband comes home after work to a wife making dinner, they have a little wine. And she surprises him with a little gift… Holy crap, that one did not go where I was expecting it to go even when I thought I saw where it was going.

      My Life

      The movie swallows its own tail as Phil Herman, one of the writers, and producer Dustin Hubbard play themselves struggling with the quirky personalities and egos of show business as they try to put together the movie Horrortales.666 Part 2. It derails from horror, but it’s still pretty funny. Though it goes on a bit too long.

      Commentary

      

      Kevin’s Comments: Joel D. Wynkoop owns the wraparound story as the burglar - angry, trapped, unable to escape the destiny that’s been forced onto him.

      Overlook the “indie” vibe of
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