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One of the privileges of writing is sharing the fun and joy of stories with my readers.  I send newsletters with details on new releases, special offers, deals and news about my books.

From among the most engaged and long term subscribers, I offer Street Team membership and the chance to read all my books before they’re published.

Sign up for my mailing list and get three free books, as a sample library, and join the community of readers who love romances.

Click here to get started:  http://tracycooperposey.com/free-starter-library/ 
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Introduction

Correcting a Flaw

The success of this Reading Order series has been completely unexpected.  The book regularly reaches #1 in the Bibliographies & Indexes category and #1 in Reference & Collections.

It also reaches the top 5 in Biographies & Memoirs, which makes me smile, for as a tell-all biography, this book makes very dry reading.

However, the high rankings and download statistics tell me the book is wanted.

That made addressing the flaw in the details imperative.

For the three years the book has been available, it has niggled me that when I released the latest version, it was out of date as soon as I released my next book.  As I have maintained a pace of a new release every four weeks for three years, now, that means this index is out of date within a month, and remains so for the next eleven months, until the next version is updated and released.

Digital publishing gives authors and editors a degree of control not available in the print world.  I can freely and frequently update a book…and so I shall.  

This edition, now called “Perpetual” instead of carrying a year on the cover, will remain in place in the future.  Each time I release a title, I will upload a revised copy of this Reading Order, too.

That will make the index useful, always.  All you need to do is re-download a copy to your ereader, to have a full list of all available titles, and any other support materials I include in the book.

At the end of 2018, when I am publishing the first version of this Perpetual index, I have 156 titles available (here for the full list), which includes novels, boxed sets, short stories, novelettes and novellas and this one non-fiction title.  In July 2019, if I abide by my current schedule of releases, novel #100 will be released, and a party to celebrate is already in the works.  And as of February 2024, I have well over 200 titles published under all my pen names, although this bibliography only contains books and stories I’ve published as Tracy Cooper-Posey.

Reading Order Perpetual will help keep this mass of books coherent.

 

Tracy Cooper-Posey


 

2017 Introduction

Writers maintain a petty and very private illusion that theirs is the best writing in the world. The conceit is necessary for us to be able to sit down and write anything at all. The belief must hold for us to be able to publish and not expire from the vanity of the act.

Get a writer drunk enough and they’ll admit that they really believe they have not a drop of talent, and live in fear that one of these days, someone will stand up and shout before everyone who cares that their writing sucks like a vacuum. At which point, everyone who has shared the brainwashing will blink and nod, then turn to point at the writer accusingly.

It’s the stuff of nightmares. No wonder so many writers succumb to booze, sex, drugs or pseudo-food (chocolate is my personal prop, if you must ask).

At the end of 2016, I put out the first edition of this book and was stunned by the number of readers who downloaded copies. Stunned, because for a moment the illusion slipped and I was in my-writing-sucks mode.

Clearly, readers feel a need for such a record and even I admit that 100+ titles is a ridiculous number of books to keep track of, if someone hasn’t already sorted them out, collated and commented upon them.

Therefore, I’m updating and revising Reading Order for 2017, including a simpler way to stay updated on new releases—this is particularly important as I currently publish a new novel every four weeks and in 2018 plan to increase that output.

In last year’s introduction (below) I spoke of 75 distinct titles. It has been a busy year. As I write this at the very beginning of December 2017, the tally stands at:

 

2017:

20 titles published, consisting of

1 flash fiction,

2 short stories,

3 novelettes,

1 novella,

12 full sized novels and

1 boxed set.

 

All time:

5 short stories (including flash fiction),

12 novelettes,

15 novellas,

55 novels,

16 plus sized novels, making a total of

103 stories in all.

 

For a breakdown of titles in each length, see here: http://tracycooperposey.com/books-by-category/#short

 

By anyone’s score, that’s a lot of stories. However, I won’t make an official fuss of 100+ books, until actual book-sized books by-passes 100, which by my calculation is 24 full-sized novels away.

All 103 titles are list here, plus boxed-sets, out-of-print books, retitled books and series, freebies, giveaways…everything.

 

_____________

 

2016 Introduction

You may know my name because you’ve read my paranormal romances. Or perhaps my romantic suspense.

You may not have realized that I also write in half-a-dozen other romance sub-genres. I have been writing and publishing romance since 1999 and the genres have sprawled all over the place as a result.

At the end of 2016 I will have published 75 distinct titles, not including this book, which, as it has its own ISBN, really should be counted. (Next year, I’ll add it to the list.)

In 2017, I released my first science fiction series, The Indigo Reports. In 2018, there will be a return to romance sub-genres I’ve abandoned for a while.

I get many emails from readers who want to know what is the next book in a series, if a series can be read out of order, if the little stories in between can be skipped, or if there are any of the little stories in between the novels? Please?

Until now I have sent readers to my website, where I keep brief but complete publishing lists. Now it seems like a good time to publish the list and update it each year because my publishing schedule is only going to get crazier…

#

If you would like a physical copy of this book, to check off books and ensure you’ve missed nothing, there is a link at the back where you can download a printable PDF workbook containing the same information as this version.

If you are reading this book somewhere in the middle of 2018, and want to know what I have published since the release of this edition, check my booklist pages: http://tracycooperposey.com/books-master-listing/ Scroll to the bottom, to get the most recent releases for 2018.
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Book Lengths

During 2017, a discussion via my newsletter and email from various readers alerted me to the confusion over book lengths and what makes a book a book, or a novel a novel.

Novels and books are not interchangeable terms, anymore, although they used to be.   In the era when traditional print publishing was the only form of publication, a “novel” was any stand-alone title…in other words, a book.

Now that short stories, novelettes and novellas can be published individually via digital and print-on-demand presses, the meanings of “novel” and “book” have diverged.  

Currently, a “book” is any stand-alone title, which might be non-fiction, or fiction of any length except for the shortest of flash fiction.

A “novel” is a preset wordcount range that defines a story length – a novel. Novels are one length of story; there are others.

A “book” was once purely a physical volume that you could hold in your hands. Books could contain a single novel, a collection of novels, (an omnibus), a collection of short stories by different authors (an anthology), a collection of short stories by a single author (a collection), a collection of poems (usually called a volume or sometimes, a chapbook).

The number of pages in a print book was limited by printing processes. The minimum number of pages was quite high—in the hundreds of pages at least. Therefore, anything shorter than a novel was never printed on its own in a standalone book. This is why “book” and “novel” became synonymous.

Then eBooks came along and blasted that concept out of the water.

Nowadays, a “book” has become nearly meaningless as a definition, because stories of any length can be published on their own. Print On Demand processes have improved to the point where a book of only 45 pages can be printed as its own volume, which puts longer short stories into the “book” range.

It is easier to think of stories and categorize them purely by length.

The official length divisions as given by Wikipedia, the Science Fiction Writers of America and the Romance Writers of America are:

 

Short story: under 7,500 words

Novelette: 7,500 to 17,499 words

Novella: 17,500 to 39,999 words

Novel: 40,000 words or over.

 

Novelettes, which fell out of the traditional publishers’ favor when pulp magazines died, are coming back into play now that indie publishing allows a story to be told in whatever length it needs to be.

Novels, in the pulp fiction era, all hovered around the 40-50K mark. Then printing became expensive and publishers raised word counts higher and higher each year, to justify the hefty prices they were forced to charge. A 100,000-word book was rare in the mid-20th century, became the norm at the end of the century, and now, with eBooks and indie publishing, novels are returning once more to the tighter, shorter lengths of the range.

For that reason, I put a cap on “novel” length and add an additional length to the definitions:

 

Novel: 40,000 to 99,999 words

Plus-sized novel: 100,000 words or over.

 

The full list is therefore: 

 

Flash Fiction:  under 1,000 words

Short story: under 7,500 words

Novelette: 7,500 to 17,499 words

Novella: 17,500 to 39,999 words

Novel: 40,000 words to 99,999 words

Plus-sized novel: 100,000 words or over.
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