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Do you know what the most COMPLEX

thing in the known universe is?

I’ll give you a clue – you’ve got one!

It’s not a smart phone,

Right now, you are using 

your ears if this book is being 

read to you, or your eyes 

if you are reading it yourself.

or instructions for building 

a super mega space rocket,

or even the tangle 

of socks in your drawer . . . 

It’s your BRAIN! 








Human brains are 

AMAZING!

But it is your brain that is sorting the signals sent from your 

ears and eyes, moving your attention around the page. (While 

probably having 

THOUGHTS like, ‘What 

is

 he going on about?’)








It’s because of our AMAZING brains that over 

the many years since humans first appeared, 

we have spread across most of our planet.








Big brains have also helped us humans 

to 

INVENT lots of things to make our lives easier. 

Clothes, houses, farmed food, transportation, 

chocolate bars and many different types of 

machines – including computers.








A computer is a MACHINE that can be instructed, 

or programmed, to do specific tasks.

The first computers could 

only do one thing, 

like solve difficult 

number sums.

Hardware is the bits of a computer you can touch.

Ada Lovelace,

brilliant mathematician

Charles Babbage,

clever inventor and 

mathematician








Software is the programs* on computers that allow them to do multiple things.

But then came the bright idea of making a computer 

that could use lots of different programs. These 

early computers were usually 

VERY big.

We can program it to 

do difficult sums.

We can program it to help 

us predict the weather.

It could even help us 

fly rockets to the moon!

* a list of instructions in special computer language that tells the computer what to do.
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