
  [image: images]


  This book is published by Éditions Caramel.


  [image: Pub]


  Authors: Claire Bertholet, Sally-Ann Hopwood, Lenia Major, Jacques Bilstein, Michael Espinosa and Claire Grémontt


  Illustrator: Elen Lescoat


  [image: Images]


  The Rusty Hedgehog


  A hedgehog had stayed curled up for so long during the winter that he couldn’t manage to uncurl himself when spring came! Something was blocked! So, he rolled along like a ball trying to find a way to unblock his spines, but it was impossible! He called for help and luckily, the green woodpecker tickled him with his pointed beak and the hedgehog wiggled about so much with laughter that he finally managed to uncurl himself!
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  Patch Saves the Day


  Patch the donkey was usually quiet, but when he wanted to, he could make a real racket! It was Sunday afternoon and everybody was resting.


  Curly, the dog took advantage of the tranquillity to visit the ducks in the pond.


  He licked his lips as he jumped in the water. Although Curly was a very good swimmer, the ducks were much better and they all escaped him.


  Curly started to get tired, but when he tried to climb out, the bank was too steep and slippery. Patch saw that Curly was in danger: «Hee-haw! Hee-haw!» he cried.


  He awoke the gardener, who was asleep in the hammock and rescued the dog. Curly was relieved and he decided to leave the ducks alone… at least when they are in the pond!
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  Will the Little Caterpillar Grow Big?


  A frog and a grasshopper were arguing to decide which one could jump the highest.


  A little caterpillar passing by interrupted them.


  “Don’t fight, girls. I’m the one who can jump the highest.”


  “Nonsense. You can’t even leave the ground!”


  “Shall we bet on it? Let’s meet here in fifteen day’s time for the competition.”


  Two weeks later, the grasshopper jumped first, higher than the wheat.


  When it was the frog’s turn, she jumped up to the corncobs.


  “Yippee!” she cried. “And that yellow-bellied caterpillar isn’t even there!”


  “Oh yes I am, girls. Look in the sky!” a butterfly called them. “I’ve won!”


  But the cheeky caterpillar had cheated a bit too!
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  The Island Goes on Holiday


  Sunshine Island was a popular holiday resort. People came from far and wide to swim in her waters, bask on her beaches and taste her mangoes.


  One day, she decided to go on holiday herself! So, she packed up her coral reefs and floated off in search of fun.


  She floated around the ocean, visiting other beautiful islands. She bumped into a tropical storm that swept some sand away from her best beach. She saw some dolphins and a flock of birds that ate all her mangoes!


  When the island got home to her corner of the ocean, she was greeted by boats full of confused tourists.


  «Welcome to Sunshine Island,» she said. «I’m afraid the beach is a bit smaller this year and there aren’t any palm trees left!»
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  Missed Kisses


  In the forest, Prickle and Hardhair were two hedgehogs in love. But Hardhair could see no further than the tip of his nose. So, he got confused and kissed the barbed wire or uttered words of love to the holly prickles.


  “I’ve had enough,” cried Prickle. “You should wear glasses!”


  “People will make fun of me,” replied Hardhair. “Have you ever seen a hedgehog with glasses?”


  “There is a first for everything. Besides, look what I have made especially for you.”


  Prickle took out a pair of heart-shaped glasses that Hardhair placed on his nose.


  “Never mind what people say, because from now on, I can see you and all my kisses will be for you!”
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  The Twins


  Mummy Kangaroo had twin babies, Jumpi and Jumpa. The problem was that she often got them mixed up when she was tired, confusing Jumpi for Jumpa and vice versa. To avoid getting mixed up again, she asked an old Koala for advice.


  «Tie a piece of liana reed around Jumpi’s right wrist and another around Jumpa’s left wrist. Then, you shouldn’t get mixed up any more.


  «Oh… Okay,” mumbled mummy Kangaroo.


  And she followed the old wise man’s advice. But she continued to get mixed up, because mummy Kangaroo got left mixed up with right!
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  Panache Has a Problem


  Panache the squirrel was a bit of a scatterbrain.


  “Every week, it’s the same!” he complained to Master Owl.


  “I store hazelnuts, acorns and pine nuts… then I forget where they are.”


  “I have an idea!” replied the wise old bird. “I’m going to ask Iron Beak the woodpecker to carve your name above the entrance to your store… as he does for the other squirrels.”


  “Great!” said Panache in wonder. “Thank you very much.”


  And off he went, happily on his way. But after ten minutes, he stopped and muttered: “How will I know if it’s the right store: I can’t read!!!”
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  Saved!


  In the chicken coop, Ticky the chick was much smaller than his brothers.


  Very slender and thin, he wormed his way in everywhere. His mother would really like him to fatten up a bit. Their friend the mole had dug a burrow right underneath the chicken coop and every morning, she visited the chicks. But one evening, when night enveloped the farm, the fox approached the chicken house silently.


  He went inside and ate all the chicks… except Ticky, who managed to slip into the mole’s hole! He was saved and the mole welcomed him!
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  Fright in the Air


  Today, Sam invited his friends to take their first flight in a hot air balloon.


  «I’ll take you where nobody has ever been before!» he boasted. Quickly, Sam started the burner and the balloon gained height.


  He was soon so high that he disappeared into the clouds. Sam’s friends grasped onto the gondola, as they were a bit worried.


  Suddenly there was a loud roar, and an aeroplane brushed against the balloon.


  It quickly lost altitude… but luckily, it landed gently on top of a tree.


  Then Sam exclaimed: “Wasn’t I right when I told you we would go to an exceptional place?” His friends did not reply; they were still green with fear!
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