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  “The author, a lifelong explorer of our state, knows all of North Carolina’s highways and byways firsthand, and his energetic style keeps the guide entertaining throughout.”

  —Our State magazine


  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:


  editorial@GlobePequot.com


  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  The Great Smoky Mountains


  


  The Great Smoky Mountains are just south of heaven. The postcard picturesque beauty of the area is unmatched as you climb to heights of more than 6,000 feet—some of the highest points in the eastern US. The region includes the most popular national park in the country as well as one of the last virgin wildernesses. The trout fishing is great, too. Hiking trails, gorgeous flowing waterfalls, and crystal-like streams are waiting around just about every corner.


  Take a wild rafting adventure down one of a number of rivers, mine precious stones, ride an old-fashioned railway, or visit a theme park. The heritage of the area is as important to its people as it is anywhere. Explore a Cherokee Indian reservation or learn about the Europeans who settled in the area. And don’t miss all the country food and crafts the Great Smoky Mountains offer.


  Jim’s

  TopPicks in the Great Smoky Mountains


  
    1. The Great Smoky Mountain Railway

  


  
    2. Whitewater rafting on the Nantahala River

  


  
    3. Oconaluftee Indian Village

  


  
    4. Santa’s Land Family Fun Park and Zoo

  


  
    5. Tubing at Deep Creek in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park

  


  
    6. Folkmoot USA

  


  
    7. Mining in Franklin

  


  
    8. Autumn in the mountains

  


  
    9. Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest

  


  
    10. Fontana Village
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  Travel is generally slow in this area, as it is over most of the mountains of North Carolina. Don’t try to take in too much at one time, or you’ll spend all your time driving and miss all the fun. US 64 runs through the southern portion of the state and is your best bet for long travel. US 74 runs from the northeast portion of the region to intersect with US 64. It combines with several other highways along the way, so don’t let that confuse you. US 441 bisects the area and runs north to south.
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  For More Information


  Smoky Mountain Host. (800) 432-4678; www.visitsmokies.org.


  


  Murphy


  Nestled in the westernmost corner of North Carolina is Cherokee County, and Murphy is where we begin our excursion. First settled by the Cherokee Indians, Murphy, in a strange twist of fate, originated as Fort Butler, where the natives were gathered before setting out on the Trail of Tears. Today the town of fewer than 2,000 offers an abundance of opportunities for outdoor activities.
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  Cherokee County Historical Museum (ages 5 and up)


  87 Peachtree St.; (828) 837-6792; www.cherokeecounty-nc.gov. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri. $.


  Learn about the Cherokee Indians’ presence in the western North Carolina mountains and about early American life at the Cherokee County Historical Museum. The museum features an extensive collection of more than 2,000 Native American artifacts and exhibits on early mountain life. Examine tools, housewares, arrowheads, peace pipes, and games used throughout those early years of North American settlement, in addition to displays that explain the Trail of Tears—a forced westward march of more than 70,000 Native Americans following the US Congress’s 1830 passage of the Indian Removal Act.


  Fields of the Wood (all ages)


  Highway 294, southwest of Murphy; (828) 494-7855; www.fieldsofthewoodbiblepark.com. Open daily, generally from sunrise to sunset. Free.


  The county’s most unique attraction is billed as a biblical theme park covering 200 acres of mountainside. No flashy rides or games are to be found at the Fields of the Wood. It features the Ten Commandments displayed in concrete on one of those mountainsides, and the world’s largest cross and altar. See a depiction of Christ’s tomb and displays on biblical teachings. The park’s Bible, book, and gift shop are appropriate for the park’s content.


  Amazing

  North Carolina Facts [image: chpt_fig_026.jpg]


  
    The US Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service attempted the reintroduction of the red wolf into the Great Smoky Mountains in 1991. However, none of the 30 pups born in the wild since 1992 are known to have survived. Since then, the Western North Carolina Nature Center, the North Carolina Zoo, and the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences have joined forces to study, breed, and release red wolves on the Alligator River in eastern North Carolina.
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  Hanging Dog Recreation Area (all ages)


  Located on Hiwassee lake, just 5 miles west of Murphy on US 64. Contact Nantahala National Forest at (828) 257-4200 for more information; www.fa.usda.gov. Free admission; camping $.


  Centered around a lake with 180 miles of shoreline, Hanging Dog offers a large campground, a picnic area, an opportunity for swimming, and hiking and biking trails. Only small trailers are allowed at the campground.


  Where to Eat


  Doyle’s Cedar Hill Restaurant. 925 Andrews Rd.; (828) 837-3400. With pub-style dining and a more formal restaurant, Doyle’s is an adult hangout at night, but through dinnertime the staff caters to families with chicken, seafood, and salads. $$$


  New Happy Garden Chinese Restaurant. 2056 Highway 19; (828) 837-0711. This is a traditional Americanized Chinese restaurant with a buffet, so if the kids don’t go for chow mein, they’ll find something they like. $


  Papa’s Pizza To Go. 530 US 64 West; (828) 837-3335. Papa’s offers eat-in and take-out pizza as well as a variety of other items from sub sandwiches to gyros. You’ll find several Papa’s Pizzas in the area. $


  ShoeBooties Cafe. 25 Peachtree St.; (828) 837-4589; www.shoebooties.com. Clean your plate of its steak or seafood, because you’ll want to check out the homemade desserts here. The cafe sometimes offers live jazz on weekend nights. $–$$


  Sweet Tooth. 658 Andrews Rd.; (828) 837-8615. Soft-serve and scooped ice cream along with frozen yogurt, shakes, and smoothies make this a perfect post-dinner stop. $


  Where to Stay


  Appalachia Lake Wilderness Vacations. 36 Lake Point Dr.; (888) 865-2537; www.wlvcabins.com. A handful of two- and three- bedroom luxury cabins overlook a small lake and vistas of the Smoky Mountains.


  Cobb Creek Cabins. 106 Cobb Circle, Murphy; (828) 837-0270. Located on an alpaca ranch, the cabins with lots of character offer options for overnights or full-week vacations. $$


  Hawkesdene House. 381 Phillips Creek Rd., Andrews; (800) 447-9549; www.hawkbb.com. This luxury bed-and-breakfast is more family oriented and includes cabins. Lunch and dinner llama trips are offered in addition to the accommodations. $$$


  For More Information


  Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce. (828) 837-2242; www.cherokeecountychamber.com.


  Brasstown


  Brasstown, located east of Murphy just south on US 64, is not only home to one of the country’s most respected folk art schools, it also bills itself as the Opossum Capital of the World.
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  John C. Campbell Folk School (all ages)


  1 Folk School Rd.; (800) 365-5724; www.folkschool.org. Craft shop and history center open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Sat and 1 to 6 p.m. Sun. Admission to the campus is free, but a fee is charged for many of the special events and instructional programs.


  The 365-acre campus is home to what is recognized as the nation’s only instructional folk program. The school, founded in 1925, has become an asset to this community of only a few hundred residents and is on the National Register of Historic Places. A variety of special events, celebrations, and presentations are held throughout the year. The biggest, the Fall Festival, is held the first weekend in October and features crafts, music, and more. Visit many of the campus buildings anytime and perhaps see one of the famous Brasstown carvers at work. The small museum of crafts in the log cabin, the sawmill, and the millhouse are also open to the public. In addition, the school offers minicourses lasting from two days to two weeks in blacksmithing, woodworking, pottery, wood carving, weaving, basketry, mountain music, folk dancing, gardening, jewelry making, and folklore. Most short courses are offered on weekends, and a catalog of listings is available. Children 12 years and older and parents can take weeklong classes together during special summer programs that include everything from basket making to boat building. Campus visitors are welcome at the Olive Dame Campbell Dining Hall, too. The ringing of a hand- forged bell located in the middle of campus signals the serving of each meal. The staff serves a family-style meal, much of it from the college’s organic garden, and visitors dine alongside students. Reservations are required by calling (800) 365-5724 or (828) 837-2775 by 10 a.m. ($).


  
    Opossum Drop


    Since 1994 they’ve dropped a possum in Brasstown on New Year’s Eve. It’s a slightly warped iteration of New York City’s celebration using what in parts of North Carolina is considered a delicacy—a live, safely encased opossum. The celebration held at Clay’s Corner, a local retail establishment, includes bluegrass music, church choirs, the Miss Possum Contest that permits what appear to be male entries, and other family-friendly fun.

  


  Hayesville


  Travel east on US 64 and exit to the north.


  Hayesville offers opportunities aplenty to get out on the lake or simply out-of-doors. Lake Chatuge, straddling the North Carolina–Georgia state line, offers facilities for camping, fishing, swimming, and picnicking. Find hiking trails, boat rentals, and a visitor center. Jackrabbit Mountain recreation area, off SR 1155 (located off Highway 175), offers facilities for trailers up to 22 feet long, with a few for trailers up to 32 feet. Jackrabbit has a sandy beach area as well as fishing access along the shoreline. If the sites are full at Jackrabbit, another nice campground is less than 30 miles east. Standing Indian Mountain, located just off US 64, offers remarkable trout fishing, hiking trails, and scenic drives around the area. The park has become popular for mountain biking enthusiasts, and has both wilderness and developed camping sites. Jackrabbit is open May through September; Standing Indian Mountain is open April through November. Call the Tusquittee Ranger Station at (828) 837-5152 for more information.


  Nearby find Tusquittee Campground and Cabins (9594 Tusquittee Rd.), which provides another ideal opportunity to head to the great outdoors, particularly for families with young children or those who simply refuse to camp in a tent. The park, located just east of Hayesville, provides full-service log cabins, creekside camper cabins for more rustic living, and traditional trailer and tent camping sites. The campground also has a heated bath-house, hiking trails, a swimming hole, a swing set, and equipment for badminton, tetherball, volleyball, and horseshoes. The campground is open year-round. Call (828) 389-8520 for more information or to make reservations.
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  Peacock Playhouse (ages 5 and up)


  301 Church St.; (828) 389-8632; www.licklogplayers.org. $$–$$$.


  While you’re in or near Hayesville, check out the Peacock Playhouse, where the Licklog Players present productions throughout the year. Licklog Players is a volunteer organization, but the group produces professional-quality performances ranging from drama to musicals to comedy. The theater seats about 250 people for the shows, and the annual playbill always includes some family-oriented productions.


  Where to Eat


  Mika’s Pizza. US 64 Bypass; (828) 389-6366; www.mikaspizza.com. Standard pizza fare is offered along with sandwiches and pasta dishes. $


  Rib Country Restaurant. 495 US 64 Business; (828) 389-9597; www.ribcountrybbq.com. A cafeteria-style buffet is offered here along with daily specials, steaks, snow crab legs, and, of course, succulent baby back ribs. $$


  Where to Stay


  Chatuge Mountain Inn. US 64 East; (828) 389-9340; www.chatugemountaininn.net. This is a nice place outside town near the lake. It offers 14 units with two doubles or king bed. Each room has a refrigerator and microwave. $$–$$$


  Lakeview Cottages and Marina. Highway 175; (828) 389-6314. This facility offers 9 cottages. One- and two-bedroom cottages are fully equipped with appliances, cooking utensils and dishes, and televisions. $$–$$$


  For More Information


  Clay County Chamber of Commerce. (828) 389-3704; www.claycounty-nc-chamber.com.


  For more information on camping in the area, contact the Nantahala National Forest at (828) 257-4200; www.fs.usda.gov.


  Franklin


  Continuing east on US 64 and heading north on Highway 28 leads to the town of Franklin, seat of Macon County, billing itself as “The Gem Capital of the World.”
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  In addition to the logging industry, tourism has become important to the Franklin-area economy. While accommodations—cottages, cabins, chalets, and vacation homes—fill the area, its natural beauty is still undisturbed. The biggest attractions for tourists are the mines that allow families to hunt for and retrieve genuine rubies, sapphires, and other native stones. Precious stones are sometimes imported to make the hunt more interesting. Nearly a dozen mining operations are open to tourists in the area. A few require digging, while others confine your gem hunting to a flume and a single bucket. Call ahead to find out if equipment is included in the mining fee, which varies from mine to mine. Rubber gloves and plastic bags or containers as well as hats since many flumes are in the sun will come in handy wherever you go. A change of shoes and clothes might also be a good idea, as mining can be muddy work. Some operations charge per bucket, while others have an admission fee and then charge a nominal per-bucket fee. Most are open during daylight hours, and one will likely be open any day of the week. Most mines operate April through October.


  


  
    Franklin-Area Mines


    • Cherokee Ruby and Sapphire Mine. 41 Cherokee Mine Rd.; (828) 349-2941; www.cherokeerubymine.com


    • Cowee Mountain Ruby Mine. 6771 Sylva Rd.; (828) 369-5271; www.coweemtnrubymine.com


    • Gold City Gem Mine. 9410 Sylva Rd.; (828) 369-3905; www.goldcityamusement.com


    • Jackson Hole Trading Post. Located on Highway 64 near Highway 28 between Franklin and Highlands; (828) 524-5850


    • Mason Mountain Mine (The Johnson’s Place). 5315 Bryson City Rd.; (828) 524-4570; www.tjrocks.org


    • Mason’s Ruby and Sapphire Mine. 6961 Upper Burningtown Rd.; (828) 369-9742; www.masonsrubyandsapphinemine.com


    • Rose Creek Mine & Campground. 115 Terrace Ridge; (828) 349-3774; www.rosecreekmine.com


    • Sheffield Mine. 385 Sheffield Farms Rd.; (828) 369-8383; www.sheffieldmine.com
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  Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum (ages 5 and up)


  25 Phillips St.; (828) 369-7831; www.fgmm.org. Open noon to 4 p.m. Mon through Sat, May through Oct; Sat only Nov through Apr. Free.


  If you don’t have much luck hunting for gems on your own, stop by one of the many shops in the area or at the Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum, located in the 1850 jail. The museum, operated by the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society, features displays of all the native stones and a little bit about the history of the area’s development. Step into a dark room of glowing rocks, and examine a variety of artifacts from around the world related to the gem and mineral industry.


  Mountain Glides (ages 14 and up)


  306 Depot St.; (828) 349-0506. $$$$.


  Sightseeing tours by Segway, a high-tech, self- balancing scooter-like form of transportation, take visitors through and around town almost effortlessly. Mountain Glides offers tours alongside the Little Tennessee River on the town greenway, up Town Hill, and down Main Street. Each guest gets his or her own Segway and must be at least 14 years of age, giving the older kids in the family something fun to do. Tours start at around $50 and sell out well in advance.
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  Scottish Tartan Museum and Heritage Center (ages 5 and up)


  86 E. Main St.; (828) 524-7472; www.scottishtartans.org. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Sat year-round except for major holidays. $.


  This museum takes you to the Scotland of old. The Scottish Tartan Museum and Heritage Center, in downtown Franklin, is an extension of the Scottish Tartans Society. The museum includes displays on the tartan and Highland dress from as far back as 1700, as well as displays on the evolution of the kilt, weapons, and more. A research library also provides information about the Scottish influence on the Appalachian and Cherokee cultures. Have a bit of Scottish background? Find your roots in the library that includes a rare book collection.
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  Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts


  1028 Georgia Rd.; (828) 524-1598; www.greatmountainmusic.com.


  This contemporary state-of-the-art center for music, drama, and other entertainment opened in the heart of the Smokies with the purpose of providing wholesome family entertainment. Local theater groups and regional musicians appear regularly.


  Where to Eat


  The Boiler Room. 1024 Georgia Rd.; (828) 349-5555; www.boilerroomsteakhouse.com. The Boiler Room at The Factory game room features upscale dining in a family atmosphere where you can enjoy steaks, seafood, pasta, and gourmet desserts. $$


  The City Restaurant. 1251 E. Main St.; (828) 524-4948. You’ll want to get breakfast here. The menu offers a variety of down-home selections. $$


  Gazebo Creekside Cafe. 44 Heritage Hollow Dr.; (828) 524-8783; www.gazebocreeksidecafe.com. Actually located in a green and white gazebo, the cafe has a children’s menu that includes popular favorites like turkey and grilled cheese sandwiches, while the rest of the menu includes treats such as ginger salad. $


  The Hungry Bear Restaurant. 33 Macon Center; (828) 369-2900. Cheesesteaks are the specialty of the house, but it also offers subs, salads, and wraps. Antique bikes and other memorabilia create decor for the casual eatery. $


  Sunset Drive-In Restaurant. 498 Harrison Ave.; (828) 524-4842. Drive-ins are always fun when you can find them. $


  Amazing

  North Carolina Facts [image: chpt_fig_029.jpg]


  
    In 1973 the emerald was selected as North Carolina’s precious stone. A 1,438-carat emerald is the largest ever found in the state.

  


  Where to Stay


  Carolina Mountaintop Homes. 150 Deer Crossing Rd.; (800) 820-1210. Located just outside Franklin on 32 acres, this company offers some pet-friendly options. $$$


  Colonial Inn. 3157 Georgia Rd.; (828) 524-6600. This inn, located on Highway 441, offers 42 rooms, with basic amenities, on one level. $$


  The Franklin Motel. 17 W. Palmer St.; (828) 524-4431. Children under 12 stay free in this downtown motel. $$


  Sapphire Inn. 761 E. Main St.; (800) 401-0072; www.thesapphireinn.com. The Sapphire is a simple hotel in the middle of town. It does have a pool. $$


  For More Information


  Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce. (828) 524-3161 or (866) 372-5546; www.franklin-chamber.com.


  Highlands


  From Franklin take US 64 east to Highlands.


  This region includes a particularly pleasing portion of a 61-mile scenic byway that begins to the north in Almond—a 20-mile jaunt between Franklin and Highlands, the second-highest incorporated town in the eastern US. Bring along a picnic lunch—and don’t forget the camera—for this ride. It takes about 40 minutes and is truly lovely. In Highlands you’ll find two of the most photographed waterfalls in the area. Heading east from Franklin, first come to Dry Falls about 2 miles before Highlands. From the parking lot an easy paved trail leads behind and underneath the 75-foot falls. Next, about 1 mile down the road, come to Bridal Veil Falls. Drive behind the 120-foot falls, which you’ll first see from the highway. You should be able to tell how this thin veil of running water got its name.


  On the other side of the highway, about 2 miles to the west, are a campground and a picnic area. Cliffside Lake and Van Hook Glade offer picnic, camping, swimming, fishing, and hiking facilities. Call the Highlands Ranger at (828) 526-3765 or the National Forest Office at (828) 257-4200 if you need more information or assistance while in this area.


  To complete the 61-mile tour, head north out of Franklin—that’s west on US 64—to SR 1310, also referred to as Wayah Road. The drive takes you along Wayah Creek, which is mostly private, to Wayah Bald—the county’s highest peak at 5,345 feet—named for the red wolves that once lived there. From here, hike part of the Appalachian Trail, have a picnic, see wildlife, and learn about how the natural beauty has been preserved despite more than a century of development.


  Take FR 69, a gravel road not on state maps, 1 mile to see the Wilson Lick Ranger Station. To find it, head west out of Franklin on SR 1310. Built in 1913, it was the first ranger station in Nantahala National Forest. Go 3 more miles, park, and take the paved trail to Wayah Bald Fire Tower. This tower, built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, provides a breathtaking view of the mountains of the Carolinas, as well as those of northern Georgia and southeastern Tennessee. A picnic area and two more hiking trails are located nearby. Some trails are more difficult than others, so check in with the Wayah Ranger District (828-524-6441) before you head out on any of them.


  
    North Carolina Fishing


    If you live outside North Carolina or you don’t fish much, you can get a license to fish for up to three days. Most tackle stores can sell you the license best suited for your needs. Temporary licenses cost $5 per day for residents, $10 for nonresidents. You can buy them online at www.ncwildlife.org.

  


  Your next destination should be Nantahala Lake, about 6 miles west of Wayah Bald on SR 1310. With about 29 miles of shoreline, this lake offers fishing and boating (but no swimming). Picnic facilities are available on either side of the lake, accessible via SR 1310. The Nantahala River feeds the lake and provides excellent trout fishing. A license with a trout stamp is required.


  SR 1310 ends at Highway 19, near Andrews. Here finish your day trip and stop for a while to watch experienced water enthusiasts rafting, canoeing, and kayaking. A walkway grants an excellent view of the brave ones traversing Nantahala Falls.


  Where to Eat


  Fressers Eatery at Helen’s Barn. 151 Helen’s Barn Ave.; (828) 526-4188; www.fresserseateryhighlands.com. While many of Highlands’ restaurants are upscale, Fressers is casual enough for the kids. The food is as fine as any, but it also includes a kids’ menu of peanut butter and jelly and other favorites. The main lunch and dinner menus include burgers, salads, and steaks. $$$–$$$$


  On the Verandah. 1536 Franklin Rd.; (828) 526-2338; www.ontheverandah.com. Even the children’s menu is upscale here. Smaller portions of beef tenderloin and grilled shrimp are offered for them, while the adults can dine on filet mignon or coconut grilled shrimp. $$–$$$


  Sports Page Sandwich Shoppe. 314 Main St.; (828) 526-3555; www.sportspagesandwichshoppe.com. Drop in here for a quick lunch or a game-time meal. $–$$


  Where to Stay


  Highlands Suite Hotel. 205 E. Main St.; (800) 221-5078; www.highlandssuitehotel.com. Few of the inns and B&Bs in Highlands are suitable for children, but this hotel is. It is a very nice AAA-approved suite hotel with all the amenities you would expect, including your own whirlpool and fireplace. $$$$
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  Whiteside Cove Cottages. Whiteside Mountain Road; (800) 805-3558; www.whitesidecovecabins.com. Five handsome log cabins are offered at the base of Whiteside Mountain between Cashiers and Highlands. The cabins are pet friendly. $$


  For More Information


  Highlands Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s Center. (828) 526-2114; www.highlandschamber.org.


  Robbinsville


  Traveling northwest of Nantahala Lake to the intersection of US 129 and Highway 143 takes drivers into the town of Robbinsville.
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  Camping


  The US Forest Service operates several campgrounds near Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest. Contact the Nantahala National Forest office at (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov.


  To camp close to the forest, head to Horse Cove Campground, northwest of Robbins-ville near the Slickrock Wilderness Area. In addition, Cheoah Point Campground, located on Santeetlah Lake off US 129, offers a host of recreational activities. Campsites cost $15 per night. Make reservations at www.recreation.gov. Horse Cove is open year-round, but Cheoah Point closes between October and April. Tsali Trail and Camping Area, located off Highway 28, has 41 campsites and offers restrooms and showers. Here you can hike, bike, and enjoy all the fun the lake has to offer. Cable Cove, located just east on Highway 28, is a smaller recreation area. Tsali and Cable Cove campgrounds are open April through October.
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  Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest


  Call the forest ranger’s office at (828) 479-6431. Free.


  Robbinsville lies at the eastern edge of one of the most impressive, undisturbed wilderness areas in the country. Dedicated in 1936 to the poet who wrote “Trees,” the Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest is truly a sight to behold. Some of the trees in the forest are hundreds of years old, stand more than 100 feet high, and are 20 feet in diameter at the base. Here you will see a wide variety of trees, including yellow poplar, hemlock, sycamore, basswood, dogwood, beech, and oak, that burst into a blaze of red, yellow, and orange in early October. In spring, wildflowers, rhododendrons, mountain laurels, and azaleas take over the 3,800 acres, but you can’t take the beauty with you when you go; removing any vegetation is prohibited by law. Let your camera capture your souvenirs. The forest is part of the 14,000-acre Slickrock Wilderness Area, which includes more than 60 miles of hiking trails running along ridges and beside cool mountain streams. A 2-mile loop is easy enough for families to navigate, and a picnic area is located on Route 416 at the entrance parking area.


  
    Cherohala Skyway


    Located off Highway 143 West and Santeetlah Road, the $100 million Cherohala Skyway, though less famous and shorter than the famed Blue Ridge Parkway, is majestic in its own right. One of 20 National Scenic Byways, it climbs to elevations of 5,300 feet and runs for 50 miles through the Cherokee and Nantahala National Forests. (Chero-hala, get it?) In North Carolina it begins in the town of Robbinsville, overlooking Snowbird, Slickrock, and Joyce Kilmer Forests until drivers get to the state line and travel into Tellico Plains, Tennessee.


    Scenic overlooks and strategically placed picnic tables give travelers ample time to while away the hours. Hiking trails, which vary greatly in degrees of difficulty, lead into the forest. The Cherohala Skyway also has rest facilities but no gas stations. For more information call (800) 470-3790.
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  For More Information


  Graham County NC Travel and Tourism Authority. (800) 470-3790; www.grahamcountytravel.com.


  


  Fontana Village


  Fontana Village is an expansive rustic resort located north of Robbinsville along Highway 28. For information on Fontana Village attractions, call (800) 849-2258 or log on to www.fontanavillage.com.


  This is the largest established resort in the area. Built by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) in the early 1940s to house construction workers who were building Fontana Dam, the town was turned into a family resort following World War II. Today it has maintained its rustic, historic charm but offers everything you need for a wonderful, relaxing vacation. When visiting Fontana Village, check out Fontana Dam, an elaborate engineering feat for the time. Not only is the dam impressive, but so is the fact that the TVA built a railroad and an entire community—including a hospital, bank, library, post office, and schools—essentially overnight. Fontana Dam is a massive concrete structure that stands 480 feet above its rock foundation, creating a 10,600-acre lake. From the visitor center at the top of the dam, take a tram or cable car into the powerhouse to explore educational displays on the production of hydroelectricity. There is no admission charge. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, May through October.


  Amazing

  North Carolina Facts [image: chpt_fig_033.jpg]


  
    Fontana Dam is 480 feet high and 2,365 feet wide, and includes 2.8 million cubic yards of concrete. It cost $74 million to build in the 1940s.
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  Fontana Marina


  Located on Highway 28 about 1.5 miles from the village on Fontana Lake; (800) 498-2211. Fees vary by activity.


  This establishment offers canoe, kayak, and Jet Ski rentals and fishing trips. Fishing licenses are available here as well. To get out on the water with someone else doing the work, try one of the two cruises the marina offers during the day. Take a picnic cruise at noon ($$$) or a sightseeing cruise at 2 p.m. ($$). At 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., you can ride down the lake to the location where the 1994 motion picture Nell, starring Jodie Foster, was filmed ($$–$$$). The marina offers a sunset cruise in the evening ($$).


  [image: chpt_fig_008.png]


  The Stables at Fontana Village (ages 6 and up)


  On Highway 28. $$–$$$.


  These stables offer easy rides for children under the age of 10 ($$). For older children and adults, rides on trails through the dense forests of the area are offered ($$$).


  Where to Eat


  Finding a place to eat won’t be a problem at Fontana Village.


  Mountview Bistro. Located in The Lodge at Fontana Village, on Woods Road. The bistro serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner that usually includes fresh-baked bread and pastries alongside home-style meals. $$


  The Wildwood Grill. Located in Fontana Village on Welch Road West. The Grill offers a bit more atmosphere with dining on the patio and music inside. $$


  Where to Stay


  Fontana Campground. Located on Highway 28 on the Little Tennessee River near the dam; (800) 849-2258. Find something for everyone in the family at this self-contained resort, which offers tent and trailer camping sites from May through October. There are 3 swimming pools, including 1 indoor pool, and a number of hot tubs that you can enjoy year-round. The kids will certainly love the village’s nearby water slide. A crafts workshop (828-498-2211), with gift shop, provides instruction in copper tooling, enameling, basketry, leather crafting, and stenciling. The kids might like the opportunity to learn the craft of shirt painting or birdhouse building. An activities center provides equipment for bike riding, archery, badminton, tennis, volleyball, shuffleboard, and horseshoes. The recreation department also plans structured activities such as softball and basketball games, pony rides, and guided hikes and bike rides. $


  Fontana Village Resort. Highway 28; (800) 849-2258; www.fontanavillage.com. Fontana Village’s Main Lodge offers 94 rooms, in addition to the resort’s 150 cottages and cabins. The cottages, ranging from one to three bedrooms, come with all cooking and eating utensils. $$–$$$$


  Bryson City


  Drive east from Fontana Village to US 74/Highway 28 to find Bryson City. This is one of the region’s most popular travel destinations and offers a greater variety of dining and accommodation options.
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  Deep Creek Campground


  1090 W. Deep Creek Rd., Bryson City; (828) 488-6055.


  This great campground is located on the edge of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. To get there follow the signs from the railway depot. The sites get crowded next to the creek, but you can find quieter sites on the hill in Section D. The most popular activity here is tubing. You can rent a tire inner tube with a plastic or wood seat crafted in the middle ($). The plastic seats glide better over rock.
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  Great Smoky Mountains National Park


  Bryson City is an outdoor recreation center for the area and one of two North Carolina entrances to Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Contact the park office at (615) 436-1200 or visit www.greatsmokies.com for information on the park and its campgrounds.


  Fontana Lake forms the southwestern border of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, which covers a total of 520,000 acres and is bisected by the North Carolina–Tennessee state line. This is the most-visited national park in the US, but don’t worry if you’re looking for space to stretch out. You’ll find plenty of room to fish, hike, and camp.


  The mountains of the park are among the oldest in the world and rise more than 6,000 feet. Plant and animal life is varied, with more than 140 species of trees and 200 species of wildflowers identified in the park. In the spring, the park comes alive with color as azaleas and wildflowers begin to bloom. Among the animal life that you might spot in the park are deer, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, and bear. You will also find 900 miles of horseback riding and hiking trails and 735 miles of fishing streams. Many area campgrounds have organized activities, including presentations by park rangers and by people from the Cherokee Indian Reservation.


  Make sure to take a drive up The Road to Nowhere from Bryson City to the national park. It was meant to be a route from Bryson City to Fontana Village when construction was begun following World War II. Bits and pieces of the road were built until the 1960s to the east side of Fontana Lake. Now it’s one of the prettiest drives in the park.


  Great Smoky Mountain Railway (all ages)


  226 Everett St.; (800) 872-4681; www.gsmr.com. Trips run Mar through Dec. $$$–$$$$; free for children under 2. Reservations are recommended.


  One of the best ways to see the area is by taking a ride on the Great Smoky Mountain Railway. The railway offers regularly scheduled trips originating in Bryson City, Dillsboro to the south, and Andrews to the west on a train pulled by a steam locomotive or one of four conventional diesel locomotives. While the railway offers a number of different trips, the most popular is a four-hour excursion along Fontana Lake to the Nantahala Gorge and back. Beverages, snacks, and light meals are available on the trains. Ride in either a comfortable enclosed coach or an open car, which provides breathtaking views and excellent photo opportunities. Special events include a holiday Polar Express and visits from Thomas the Train, among others.
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  Whitewater Rafting (ages 7 and up)


  Prices vary; check with individual outfitters (see “Outdoor Adventure” Sidebar).


  Perhaps the most popular activity in the Bryson City area is rafting, which is easily combined with the railway trip. The area has several rivers that accommodate adventure seekers ready to get out on the water, but the Nantahala is by far the most popular. While some rivers may be too dangerous for a family excursion, the Nantahala is considered safe for children. Most outfitters will allow children as young as 7 (a minimum of 60 pounds) on the trips. Check with several to find a trip that suits your needs.


  
    Outdoor Adventure


    Two of the largest rafting outfitters, Wildwater, Ltd. (866-319-870; www.wildwaterrafting.com) and the Nantahala Outdoor Center (888-905-7238; www.noc.com), offer special packages in conjunction with the railway. Other Bryson City outfitters include:


    • Adventurous Fast Rivers Rafting. (800) 438-7238; www.white-water.com


    • Endless River Adventures. (800) 224-7238; www.endlessriveradventures.com


    • Nantahala Rafts and Carolina Outfitters. (800) 468-7238; www.nantahalarafts.com


    • Paddle Inn Rafting Company. (800) 711-7238; www.paddleinnrafting.com


    • Rolling Thunder River Company. (800) 408-7238; www.rollingthunderriverco.com


    • USA Raft. (800) 872-7238; www.usaraft.com


    • Wildwater Adventure Center. (877) 247-5535; www.wildwateradventurecenters.com


    Most offer other outdoor adventure equipment rentals and sales, too.

  


  
    Going Tubular


    Companies that provide tube rentals for tubing on Deep Creek include J. J. Tubes (828-488-3018), Deep Creek Store & Tubes (828-488-9665), Deep Creek Lodge/Creekside Tubing (828-488-2587), and Deep Creek Tube Center (828-488-6055). All are easy to find on your way to Deep Creek by vehicle and by tube as you finish your day.

  


  Where to Eat


  Anthony’s Italian Restaurant. 103 Depot St.; (828) 488-8898. Conveniently located on Depot Street next to the train, hand-tossed pizzas, and fresh subs and salads hit the spot after a long train ride. $


  Everett Street Diner. 126 Everett St.; (828) 488-0123. Get a country breakfast as well as a variety of sandwiches, homemade soups, salads, and desserts. Local artwork is also displayed. $


  Nantahala Village Restaurant. 9400 Highway 19 West; (828) 488-2826. The Village Restaurant offers a family-friendly atmosphere and a pretty good rib eye. The menu also includes trout and salmon along with children’s selections. $$


  Slow Joe’s Cafe at Nantahala Outdoor Center. US 19/74 West; (828) 488-2176. If anyone stays behind on the rafting trip, they can grab a bite at Slow Joe’s while enjoying the action on the river. $


  Soda Pops. 141 Everett St.; (828) 488-5379; www.sodapopsicecream.com. This old- time soda shop serves ice cream with special toppings, fountain sodas, malts, sundaes, and shakes. $


  Where to Stay


  Almond Boat and RV Park. 1165 Almond Boat Park Rd.; (828) 488-6423. Almond offers RV sites as well as a dozen cottages with kitchenettes. $–$$$


  Bryson View Cabin Rentals. 120 Sturken Dr.; (828) 488-6298. These cabins, located in town, accommodate up to 10 people and their pets. $$$–$$$$


  The Cabins at Nantahala. 299 Dills Rd.; (888) 447-4436. These two-bedroom cabins are perfect for small families, but you have to provide your own bath towels and utilize the nearby bathhouse. $$


  Carolina Mountain Vacations. 40 Green-lee St.; (828) 488-7500. This agency offers cabins, homes, and cottage rentals that are privately owned. $$$$


  Creekside Cabins. 1044 W. Deep Creek
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  Maggie Valley
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  Cullowhee
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