
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
[image: tmp_3bb7d1f8aec7da494548121a38da944e_8BggvB_html_m31b8227.jpg]





The Drug
Runner
Tommie Franken






Compiled
by:

L.C.J. Engelbrecht
















©: Lukas Engelbrecht 2017





















All rights reserved



























Copyright
© 2017

All rights reserved.

Published by: Lukas
Engelbrecht

 


No part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied,
recorded, scanned, or otherwise, without the prior written
permission of the author.

 


Lukas Engelbrecht







 Dedication:































To my Children







 Foreword:

 


This is the true story
of Tommie Franken, who was jailed in a
prison in England for smuggling Cannabis. Tommie wrote everything
that had happened to him on 170 - A4 pages.

I typed everything just as he wrote it. The way he speaks and it
may differs from the way that we talk.

Included herein
are the stories of some of the other prisoners
as it was told to Tommie.

I had to change the names,
or just leave it out, of some of the
characters herein because Tommy got threaten by some of these
people when they heard that he is publishing this book.

 


Lukas Engelbrecht
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 Chapter 1 – The
beginning

I was on a working holiday in London. My wife stayed behind
in South Africa. She had to look at our business in Durban. I
stayed in London for 4 days before I decided to go back home. I
couldn’t do anything more here because it rained the whole
time.

I will never forget, it was the day of the Super 12 Rugby final.
This Saturday it was the game between the Sharks and the Brumbies.
I was extremely excited because I was still in time for the game
but first I wanted to surprise my wife, Anet, because I didn’t let
her know that I was coming home. I got to the Hotel where we were
staying for the last 5 months, but she wasn’t there. I wondered
where she was. I thought to first go to my boss. Maybe he knows
where she was and to tell him that I was back.
When I got to
Mike, a Nigerian, he was very happy to see me and he asked me how
it was there in England.

”Man, I can’t actually say, because it rained the whole time. That
is why I decided to came home”. I also asked him if he knew where
my wife was.

“Tommie, my man, we need to talk.”

When he said that I got a fright and wondered what was wrong with
my wife.
”What is wrong? Did
something happened to her?”

“No”, and he start laughing. “There is nothing wrong but…”

“But, what? What is going on? Tell me. I want to know
now!”

”Tommie calm down. We will phone her now,
just calm down first. I needed her to go
and do a job for me in Jamaica. I
approached her and asked her. She said that she will help me and
that you won’t mind.” 

Well, I told Mike that I am not happy
about that but it was done and I couldn’t change it now.

“You know Mike, I was looking forward to see my wife today because
I missed her a lot and now I had to find out that she is not here.
You know how I feel about my wife and I don’t like what you have
done. You could’ve, at least, talked to me about it. You could’ve
phone me and we could’ve talked about it. That is how business
works.”
“Now, Tommie, we didn’t
expect you back so soon. We expected you to be gone for another
month or so. That is how we planned it for the business that you
had to do. By then your wife would’ve been back and then she
would’ve told you where she was. We know that you won’t approve but
it was an emergency. She was the one that told us to keep it to
ourselves because you would’ve been very upset about
it.”
“You know, I am very disappointed, because you are playing
with my life, because my wife is my life. The one who touch her is
touching me. Remember that in future. When are you going to phone
her and when did she go, Mike? Answer me, man!”

“At this moment she is in Johannesburg, she will only leave
tonight, but everything is settled, her ticket is paid for and her
Hotel booked.”

“At what time does she leave, man?”

“I can’t tell you the exact time. I think she will be leaving
around 7.”

I check my watch and see that it is 3 o’clock. I am so angry and
don’t know what I can do about it. It was her decision and wasn’t
forced into doing it but still I am not happy about it. I sat down.
He offers me a drink. His wife, Mary, came in.

“Do you want something to eat?”

“No thanks, I will take something later, if you don’t mind.
Thanks.”

Marie asks me: “Tommie how was it there on the other side? Is it a
beautiful place? Are there a lot to see?”

“Man, to tell you the truth, I didn’t see much because of all the
rain and therefore I didn’t see much.”

“And the business, how does it look? Do you think that we can open
a business there or not?”
“Marie, I cannot answer you
on that one. I will have to go back again and have a good look
around but we need to phone first to hear what the weather is like.
It is a waste of time if you are there and it rains the whole
time.” I see Mike is looking at me and he smile as if he wants to
say something.

“You know that I would like to go over but as you know my hands are
tied. At this moment we just have too much to do here. That is why
we gave this opportunity to you and your wife. We know that you
will take the right decision because you run your own business as
well and your business is doing great.”

“How do you know what is going on in my business that you can say
that it is a very good business.”

“Man, what I see on paper, when I look at the figures, I could see
that you are doing very well. I am so glad that my husband
approached you to help him. Since you were there his business is
doing very good as well.”
With that there is a knock
at the door. Mike got up and opened the door. I saw John coming
in.

“Welcome back. I am very glad to see you” and he gave me a hug to
say that he is glad that I am here.

“When I heard that you were back, I cancelled all my appointments,
just to come and see you.”

“How did you know that I was back and how did you know that I was
here?”

“Didn’t Marie tell you? She phoned me and was so excited that you
were back and she told me to come over. Tommie, I just want to
thank you for taking the suitcase over to my brother Peter. How did
he received you there?”
“No great, he was very
friendly and he told me to talk if I needed anything or when I need
any help with something. It doesn’t matter what. What was in the
suitcase? I saw that it was locked and it was quite heavy”

“It was very important documents that he needed and that is why I
am here now because I appreciate it very much and therefore I want
to give you something. Just to thank you.”

He asked Marie to get his briefcase from his car. I was wondering
what it was that he wanted to give me but I just kept
quiet. Mike offer me another beer.

“Thanks that would be great.” I just opened the beer when
Marie came walking in with the briefcase.

“Tommie, this is yours, the code of the briefcase is 123, open it
up and check what is inside it.” I opened the briefcase and look
surprised because I saw that there was money in the briefcase and
it was a lot of money. All the notes were R10.00 notes. I started
to count it to see how much it was, it was R15000.

“Was
the documents worth this much.”
“More than what you think. What I gave you is nothing. I’m
just glad that you are back and save. You are a great
friend.”

“I am glad that I could help and thank you for the money. It wasn’t
really necessary.”

“See it as a bonus.”

Five minutes later and John was on his way.

Mike asks: “Tommie, do you feel better, now?”

“Mike, I feel a lot better but I would feel much better when I
talked to my wife”

“Marie bring me the phone, I want to phone her.”
Marie
went to the bedroom to fetch the phone.

“Can you see, Tommie, if you work with me, I will always take care
of you because if my business flourishes, you will also do well?
Your wife will earn much more than what you just got for the work
that she is going to do.”

“But Mike, what is it that my wife is going to do?” He was silent
for a few seconds.

“She is going to audit one of our businesses to see where the
problems came in and to fix it.”

“How long is that going to take?”

“It can take up to 3 weeks not much longer than that.”

I think to myself: 3 weeks is a long time to wait for my wife, but
I see that they are not shy to pay up. I will just have to wait it
out. 
“What did you offer her to do the job that she
decided to take it?”

“We offer her R30 000.00, but she will get more than
that.”
With that Marie
came walking in with the phone. Mike took the phone from her and
phone. He talked with his friend, but they talk in their language.
I couldn’t understand anything of what they were saying. He gave me
the phone.

“Your wife is on the line.”

“Hallo”

My wife answers.

I say: “My angel, I am back and now you are on your way.”

“My man, I am glad that you are safely back but I just couldn’t
refuse. They had a problem. I can’t drop them now by going back
because we are already on our way to Johannesburg Airport. Look
after yourself and remember I love you very much. “

“Anet”, my angel, I am going to miss you and who is looking at our
business.”
“I organised
with Eddie to look at it. You will have to go to him. He will be
able to tell you more.”
“Anet, my wife,
remember I love you very, yes, very much, look after yourself and
if you feel that everything is getting to much for you, come back
home. I will be here waiting for you. You know where to find
me.”

“My darling, I also love you and remember: what I do, I do for us.
I love you very much but I will have to go now as we are at the
airport. Look after yourself and don’t fuck around with other
woman. I don’t share with no one. I will see you when I get back
and remember I love you very much, my darling.”
“I
love you too, my wife, very much” and I got a lump in my through
and tears in my eyes. We then said goodbye. What I didn’t realize
is that I wouldn’t talk to her very soon. I gave the phone back to
Mike and felt very sad. 

“Is everything ok?”

“Yes Marie, but you must remember that me and my wife are very
close. We went through a lot in the seven years that we are
married. What I know for a fact is that no other woman would’ve
stood by me through that. What I’ve got today is because of her
because she is a woman that stands by her man. Even when it was
going very bad, she didn’t leave me and I wouldn’t do it either.
Even when she’s not here now.”

”Tommie, you and Anet is two of the best people I know. I can see
that and you can be proud to have a wife like Anet and she can also
be proud of you because I can see that you are a very good person
as well.”

“Thank you for thinking that” but I had to wonder what they really
want from me.

“Mike, you know, I wanted to go and watch the Rugby today but after
what happened here today I couldn’t get to that. I am very tired. I
am going to the flat and try to sleep.”

When I got to the flat a number of my people, the people working
for me, was there.

“Tommie, we are glad that you are back. Your wife missed you. She
said a few times that she misses you and wish that you will come
back but now she is gone. We don’t know where she’s gone. Did she
leave you or what, we can’t believe that because she couldn’t stop
talking about you?”

“Don’t worry; I know where my wife is. We just talked over the
phone. She went on a holiday. She went to visit her brother and
will be back after three weeks.” I didn’t want to tell them the
truth because I still had to get over it. I know that if I told
them they would have a lot of questions.

I saw Auntie Lettie, the caretaker of the Hotel, and I asked her:
“Auntie Lettie, can I see you for a minute?”

“Yes.”

“I want to see you in your office, if possible.”

“Let us go.”

I bought her a box of sweets and I gave it to her.

“I have a problem. Can you please put something in your safe for
me?”

“Depends on what it is.”

“It is money.”

“How much?”

“Only R15000.00.”

“Where did you get that much money from?”

“It was for the work that I did.”

She laugh and said: “Is there any work for me
too?”
“It was only a
bonus.”
The story that I
had a lot of money spread very quickly. The people at the Hotel all
had a lot of problems and wanted me to borrow them some of the
money. I did help, maybe, ten people, but I said to them: “I’m
giving it to you and I don’t expect it back. I know what money can
do to people, just one big mess.”

Now I’m back in the flat where I stay. The flat is called The
PLM Palace
Lodge. It is also known as the
Sun Hotel. Underneath the Hotel is a shelter. It is where the
people that are on the street sleep at night. They pay R10.00 for
the night. There are a lot of my people that stayed there. I think
to myself: wait, let me go and see if there are some of my people
there. I got there and was surprised because about all of my people
are there. The first one that came to me is old Wiek
Cronje.
 “Tommie, let us
talk. There is a lot that I need to tell you. To start
with: when you were away, your
wife and I went out one night. We went for a beer because she
didn’t want to go out on her own at night. We went to the El Toro
Restaurant and a lot of your workers saw us there. I am telling you
this before there is stories going around. You know how people can
create stories.”

“Uncle Wiek, don’t worry about that, I know my wife. They can only
say something good about her and nothing bad. My wife is a very
good person. I know her and she will quickly put you in your place
if you’ve got other plans.”
“That was what I
was afraid off, that your people will tell you and that is why she
left so quickly. They wanted to know from me what was going on.
What happened? Why is it that she left so quickly? Why did she
asked Eddie to watch over the business and never told us
anything?”

“Old Wiek let us go to your room. We can chat
there.”
We got to his
room and I saw that the beds were made with blankets that belonged
to me and my wife. Before I could ask him about it he said: “Can
you see how well your wife looked after us. She gave it to us as a
present and said: “Look after it and don’t go and sell it for booze
money.”

“Netta, sister, I work for you. How could I go and do such a
thing?”
“Yes old Wiek,
you would do anything to get money for booze. My wife and I know
you by now. We can see how you carry on on weekends, right? Like
what you are doing now”
“Tommie I only
drank six beers until now because when I heard that you were back I
decided to stay here for us to talk. I was afraid that people will
talk to you before I could.”
“Old Wiek, don’t worry; I know where my wife is. I did talk to her.
She took a vacation” because the less they know about our doings
the better for us.
“Old Wiek please go to aunt Lettie and pay R10.00 there for me. I
feel that I’m going to sleep here in your room tonight. What would
I want to do alone in my flat.”
“Yes, then we can talk some more or what?”
He went to pay the money for my bed. I think by myself: he want to
talk and I would rather have some sleep. After five minutes he was
back.
“Old Tom, how was it overseas?”
“Man, I can’t tell you much, but one thing that I can tell you is
that it gets dark very late at night. Around 10 o’clock at night
and around 11 o’clock at night all the Hotels are closed. See, it
is not like it is here with us. They are 1 hour behind us, and you
struggle to get used to it. Firstly I was on Dublin Island, I
overnight there, the next day I took the bus to London. I got onto
the bus and there we went. We drove to the harbour where
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