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YONG FENLON 

Victoria stood at the edge of Crestwood, a small town tucked between rolling hills and thick forests. It wasn’t just a new town-it was her chance to start over. She adjusted the strap of her backpack and took a deep breath, the cool air tinged with the faint scent of pine.  Her suitcase trailed behind her like a hesitant shadow.

A faded map from the town’s visitor center fluttered in her hand. Circled in red were three points of interest, the college, a few potential apartments, and a café rumored to have a help-wanted sign.  The circle around the college was bold, a reminder of her main purpose. Crestwood Community College was small, but it offered the creative writing program she’d always dreamed of.  The other circles, though, were equally vital. She needed a roof over her head and a way to pay for it. 

Her first stop was a cozy apartment complex on Maple Street. A wrought-iron gate guarded the entrance, and ivy crawled up the brick walls. The landlord, a middle-aged woman named Mrs. Graves, led Victoria through a unit that smelled faintly of lavender and fresh paint.

‘It’s small,” Mrs. Garves said as if apologizing for the apartments’ modest size.

Victoria, however, saw it differently. The single window overlooked a garden brimming with sunflowers and rosemary. She imagined a small desk by the window, her laptop humming as she wrote late into the night.

“I’ll take it,” she said, the certainty in her voice surprising even herself.
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