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Preface






I have always been Pro-Life about Abortion
and I very much try to be consistent with my actions to be Pro-Life
for everyone whether they are born, unborn, male, female, black,
white, human, chicken, cow, pig, sheep, or any other animal. I am
an ethical Vegan and I do think that these issues fit together very
much.






When I first wrote this book, my goal was to
send the message to people that they need not feel guilty for
having participated in abortions nor do they need to feel deserving
of punishment. This is not because abortion is not murder but
because none of us are fundamentally responsible for our actions. A
proper understanding of why Free Will is an illusion can help with
this.






By no means did I write this book to claim
that I am morally superior to you nor am I one of those Christians
who will tell you that you are going to hell because of your
“sins”. I simply have a perspective that I want to share. What you
do with it is your business.






I wasn’t always Vegan. In the past, I ate
meat and other animal products until I learned what I was paying to
have done to the animals. New information changed my mindset and
actions. What I did to the animals was unforgivable, but I have
forgiven myself for I knew not what I did.






Similarly, most people have participated in things
that have resulted in the murder of not only other animals but also
unborn human children. The pro-choice movement has been married to
feminism somehow and people are supporting abortion and anyone like
me who says “Hey this abortion thing isn’t so great. How about we
prevent unwanted pregnancy so that we don’t murder these babies.”
is called a misogynist for being against women’s rights.






People react emotionally to the topic of
abortion. I am no exception. This issue started a chain reaction
that led to my vow of celibacy and if I had not been Pro-Life, to
begin with, I would not have become Vegan nor would I have named
myself Chastity White Rose.






I am aware that people will continue to
misunderstand my message and yet I will never hide my truth of what
I believe on this topic.






It’s important to mention that this book is strictly
philosophical and moral. I do not take a position on whether
abortion should be legal or illegal. I only think that it’s one
worth discussing because I do see it as murder, whether it is
legally defined as such or not.






My only hope is that society can have
conversations about abortion about how best to prevent unwanted
pregnancies and also have compassion for those who have already
aborted some of their children.


Introduction

 


The belief in free will can cause people to
deny reality and prevent them from solving problems. This is clear
in the case of the abortion debate. What we have are many people on
both sides that are completely oblivious to what is really going
on.

 


The pro-life side is trying to prevent women
from "choosing" to kill their children. While I agree with all
pro-lifers who see abortion as the murder of an unborn child, I
believe many of them have failed to see that this is not simply a
matter of a woman choosing "of her own free will". If it was that
simple, I highly doubt that any difference could be made. If the
women are in any way "forced" by society to feel the need for this,
then it could never be called a choice at all.

 


The pro-choice side wants to frame abortion
as not only a "choice" but as a rational and good choice that is
somehow empowering women and giving them the same "rights" as men.
If anything, it is men who are making a lot of money at the expense
of women who pay a doctor(who is often a man)to kill their baby
before it is born. To accept something as good just because it is a
"choice" is to give people a false sense of freedom. A freedom that
none of us have and a freedom that I have no desire for.

 


I know that these views do not represent all
people who call themselves pro-life or pro-choice, but this is the
understanding I have based on all that I have read and heard. I
have participated in many debates online and I believe that some
misunderstandings need need to be cleared up. I plan to use
definitions that are accurate to what I believe most people mean
when they talk about free will. I then want to explain what I
believe the lack of free will implies in the subject of
abortion.

 


If we understand that women are not freely
choosing abortion and that they are caused to do so by forces
outside of their control, then we can more effectively reduce the
number of abortions. The reason for doing so should be obvious. If
you see abortion as murder, then you are motivated to do whatever
will prevent it.


If you do not agree that abortion is murder,
then you will dismiss everything I have to say. The message I am
trying to communicate is for people who already see abortion as the
crime that it is, but who may not know how to fight against it.

 


If humans have what is called a "free will",
we cannot make a difference. A person with free will would be able
to freely choose whatever they want no matter what someone says or
does. To have a free will is to be free from causality or
determinism. If I didn't believe that I could change the minds of
people on abortion, I would not spend all the time I do debating
them.

 


This is because I know that people can and
often do change. When they do so, it is not of their free will.
There is no such thing. Instead, an event happens in their life
that forces them to change what they are doing. Such an event
happened to me in the past and I wish it would happen to everyone.
I desire to cause a positive change by refuting free will and
explaining that what happens in our world is not a matter of choice
or chance, but instead is a series of causes.

 


Understanding that we do not have a free will
is a revolutionary way of changing what we think about the morality
of any issue. We don't choose our moral code because it is given to
us by others. It is for this reason that I am not allowed to blame
those who have a different belief about the morality of abortion,
eating meat, or any other topic.

 


This point was made quite clear by my friend
George Ortega in transcript 3 of his show/book: Exploring the
Illusion of Free Will.

 


“If we’re in a certain culture, we’re going
to believe that certain acts are right and certain acts are wrong.
If we’re in a completely different culture, we may believe that
other acts are right, and other acts are wrong. But we don’t get to
choose what culture we are raised in. We don’t get to choose what
parents we have, what ethics they instill in us, what books we read
in school relating to morality, etc. That is a good way to
understand why we don’t have a free will, and how this relates to
our moral decisions.” - George Ortega (3. Morality within a Causal
Will Perspective)


Definitions and Refutations of Free Will

 


There are many different ways that people
define "free will". This confusion over words is partly why the
debate even continues. What I want to do is first give a small
definition and refutation for those who are in a hurry.

 


Quick Refutation

 


The average person who has never read any
philosophy about free will believes that free will is nothing more
than the ability to "make choices". By such a definition, you could
try to argue that free will exists. This is not what the debate has
been about. It has all been about the word "free" in "free will".
If people said they do things of their own will, then it makes
sense, if they said that they do things of their free will, then
they have not yet questioned what their will is "free" from.

 


Are your choices free from anything outside
of your control? Some examples might be your preferences, emotions,
beliefs, religion, personality, education, species, gender, or
sexual orientation? If your answer is no, then you are starting to
understand the problem.

 


Give an example of a choice that you consider
"freely" willed. Does that choice have a cause? If it has a cause,
that cause also has a cause which has a cause. The causes go back
to before you existed. If you say that it has no cause, then you
are also not the first cause. If you claim that you are the first
cause of all your own choices, you believe you are a god and that
your own existence did not have a cause.

 


Since you did not "choose" who your parents
were or when they had sex, you can't take credit for your
existence, nationality, color, gender, or species. Understanding
this will eliminate the "I am better than you!" attitude that many
of us have sadly picked up from others around us.


Detailed Refutation

 


free will: "The power of making free choices
unconstrained by external agencies" - Wordweb

 


free will: "freedom of humans to make choices
that are not determined by prior causes or by divine intervention"
- Merriam Webster

 


If someone can make a choice that is free or
unconstrained by external agencies, including prior causes or
divine intervention, then free will would be possible. Here are a
few reasons why this is impossible.

 


First, since we cannot choose our genetics or
where we are born and what parents we get, it is silly to say that
we are free of the influence of these things. Our gender, along
with all other attributes that describe our bodies will obviously
have some effect on how we are viewed by other humans and what jobs
we can work.

 


Second, all the things that we are taught by
our parents, or teachers in school or the religion we grew up in
will in some way effect our beliefs about things. Whether we like
it or not, these things are chosen for us and we have no choice and
no voice other than allowed by those who teach us and reward or
punish us.

 


Third, pleasure and pain that come from
things we do or that are done to us by something else are out of
our control. I did not choose which foods taste good or bad to me.
The pain that comes from hunger or being cut or burned are out of
my control and I will avoid these things if I have the physical
power.

 


These influences on our thinking that
motivate our actions cannot be denied or ignored forever. If you
agree or disagree with my refutation of free will and send me an
email or comment on something, then you demonstrate that my act of
writing this has caused some type of emotion in you. I hope it is a
good one, but your response is out of my control and yours as
well.
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