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  WARNING:


  


  Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.


  This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many diﬀerent climbers. The author cannot ensure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.


  You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.


  The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:


  1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain firsthand information about a route chosen from this book.


  2. Instruction: The New England states have a strong community of local climbing instructors and guides available; a list is available in the appendix. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.


  3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.


  Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:


  1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.


  2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.


  3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.


  There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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  INTRODUCTION


  New England, encompassing Rhode Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine, forms its own insular kingdom in the northeastern corner of the united States. The region’s 66,608 square miles, a little more than half the size of Colorado, offers a diversity of geography, natural history, character, and history that is unmatched in the rest of the country. The worn landscape of New England is filled with variety and contrasts—rugged mountains and wide valleys, sprawling cities and bucolic hills, pristine lakes and broad rivers, pounding surf and quiet bays, soaring white pines and numerous fern species, as well as small intimate crags and towering granite cliffs.


  New England is also a place that lives in the American imagination. Its images—red barns in autumn cornfields, white church steeples towering over picturesque villages, covered bridges spanning rocky rivers—evoke a yearning for the simplicity of yesteryear’s lifestyle. It’s a place of history too. Here were fought famous battles in the American Revolution. Here is where the Industrial Revolution began. Here is where the antislavery movement began.


  For rock climbers, New England is a spectacular arena filled with vertical challenges. The region is studded with numerous crags, mostly composed of ancient igneous and metamorphic rocks, that range from compact training cliffs to immense sweeping walls. Time-tested, classic crack and face routes lace Cathedral and Whitehorse Ledges near North Conway, New Hampshire, two of America’s premier traditional crags. Rumney in central New Hampshire yields a huge selection of sport routes, with some of the nation’s hardest rock climbs for the aspiring rock-jock as well as lots of moderate lines for the recreational climber. Cannon Cliff, rising above Franconia Notch in northern New Hampshire, is New England’s biggest rock face. Maine’s Acadia National Park boasts unique sea cliff climbing, a rarity in the united States, at Otter Cliff. Shagg Crag, tucked into the Maine woods, is a worthy destination covered with overhanging sport routes. Ragged Mountain and the other traprock crags south of Hartford, Connecticut, were some of America’s first climbing areas. Lincoln Woods, a bouldering site outside Providence, Rhode Island, offers some of New England’s hardest problems, while Crow Hill, west of Boston, Massachusetts, is a superb urban cragging area.


  Rock Climbing New England describes fifteen of the region’s best climbing areas in detail, leading the traveling climber to the best routes, including traditional multi-pitch lines, dicey friction slabs, steep bolted jug hauls, and unrelenting jam cracks. Climbers, from beginners to hardcore, will uncover numerous worthwhile climbs in this comprehensive sampling of rocks and routes. Besides the described crags, this book also points the traveler toward many remote, hidden, and unknown climbing areas in New England. While directions and descriptions are supplied for some of these cliffs, you’ll have to pull out your maps to find the others, keeping the spirit of adventure alive.


  Out there in natural New England are lots of magical places, filled with mystery, waiting to be discovered. Climbing the area’s crags will help you begin to explore its innermost secrets. You will glimpse a world that is not soon forgotten—the swoosh of a falcon diving past an airy belay stance, the massive footprints of a bull moose on a muddy descent path, Atlantic waves spraying against granite below your footholds, mottled yellow and red lichen tenaciously clinging to a smooth granite wall beside a perfect hand crack, a quick shower that catches you halfway up a smooth slab.


  All these little details make up a day’s climbing adventure, imprinting a profound sense of place and offering a new awareness of the fragility of both life and landscape. So come and climb New England’s rocks—love their beauty and simple grace, appreciate their enduring longevity, rejoice in the extraordinary experiences they offer, and above all, treat them with tenderness and humility.


  CLIMBING HISTORY


  New England, along with Colorado and California, was one of the birthplaces of technical rock climbing in the united States. The region has long attracted adventurous spirits, who began exploring its rugged terrain by scrambling up mountain peaks and later edging up vertical cliffs. The close proximity and easy accessibility of the area’s cliffs to its major cities and their universities made rock climbing a natural outdoor pursuit for urban dwellers.


  The first known technical climb was a 1910 ascent by four men up the steep rock ridge on Pinnacle Buttress in Mount Washington’s Huntington Ravine. The 5.5 route ascended an exposed cliff interrupted by ledges; the climbers used a rope for support and pulling each other upward. Another early rock climb was accomplished in 1916 at Joe English Hill in southern New Hampshire when a pair scaled the cliff with 50 feet of hemp rope and rubber-soled shoes. The year 1916 is called by Laura and Guy Waterman in Yankee Rock & Ice, their excellent book on the history of New England climbing, “the year when true rock climbing began in the Northeast.” Another key event that year was the development of several small crags in the Boston area by Frank Mason, who learned about British climbing techniques in a turn-of-the-century instructional book.


  The 1920s saw the further refinement of climbing techniques as several Boston climbers ventured to the Alps and learned firsthand about rope handling. These climbers included the O’Brien family with daughter Miriam, who became a leading area climber, banker Kenneth Henderson, and college professor Robert underhill. By the mid-1920s these Boston climbers began regularly scaling their local crags including Quincy Quarries, Crow Hill, and Black and White Rocks in Massachusetts, along with Joe English Hill and Pawtuckaway in southern New Hampshire. In central Connecticut a group of climbers from Yale university that included Hassler Whitney began frequenting Sleeping Giant and other traprock cliffs.


  Several landmark routes were climbed in 1928 including the first ascent of Cannon Cliff, New England’s biggest wall, by a party of Boston climbers led by Robert underhill. The slabby face of Mount Willard in Crawford Notch was also climbed that summer by underhill and Lincoln O’Brien, along with the classic 5.7 ridge route up the Pinnacle in Huntington Ravine by a party of five led by underhill. Other cliffs that saw action in 1928 include a partial ascent of The Slabs on Whitehorse Ledge and several new lines on Maine’s Mount Katahdin.


  In 1929 cousins Hassler Whitney and Bradley Gilman established one of New England’s premier classic routes with their stunning and bold ascent of the sharp arête anchoring the left side of Cannon Cliff. Their route, with solid 5.7 climbing and lots of exposure, was accomplished in seventeen short pitches. The climb, the Whitney-Gilman Ridge route, was considered one of the hardest routes in the united States at the time. The first complete ascent of Whitehorse was in 1929 by underhill and Henderson. Neighboring Cathedral Ledge had its first ascent in 1931 by underhill and Leland Pollock via today’s Standard Route.


  New England’s 1930s climbing history is summed up by one climber—Fritz Wiessner. This German-born climber immigrated to the united States in 1929 and began a new route rampage in 1931 that quickly elevated American technical standards to European levels. Wiessner did first ascents on many cliffs, including Cannon, Cathedral, and Whitehorse. But it was on the small traprock crags of Connecticut that he established his hardest routes. These include Tower Crack and Vector, often considered America’s first 5.9 leads.


  During the next two decades, rock climbing saw few technical advances. Most climbers were content to go out and repeat the tried and proven classic routes or to head to their local crag for an afternoon of toprope practice climbing. Even by the late 1950s, the hardest routes were only 5.7 except for Wiessner’s cracks, which were rarely led. The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) fostered an entrenched conservative tradition, with an emphasis on safety, proper belaying techniques, and following the old adage that “the leader must not fall.” In the late 1950s, however, a group of brash Shawangunks climbers who nicknamed themselves the Vulgarian Mountain Club (VMC) broke away from the staid conservatism of so many Eastern climbers and began pushing the standards by doing harder and bolder routes. They also pushed the envelope of respectability by holding wild parties, doing nude ascents, and otherwise shocking the “Appies,” a derisive term for the AMCers.


  The 1950s and 1960s were relatively quiet in New England’s north country, with most of the action down at Connecticut’s Ragged Mountain and in New York’s Shawangunks, where standards rose to the 5.10 level by the end of the 1960s. One of the most important climbers of this era was John Turner, an Englishman then living in Montreal. Turner, a bold and muscular climber, regularly traveled down to New Hampshire. In 1958 he climbed Repentance at Cathedral Ledge, a serious crack line conservatively rated 5.9+. The following year Turner established the classic Recompense, which is still widely regarded as Cathedral’s finest route. Californian Yvon Chouinard came east in 1965 and teamed up with Vulgarians Art Gran and Dick Williams to put up the VMC Direct on Cannon, New England’s first “big wall” route. In the late 1960s Massachusetts aid specialist Steve Arsenault, the first New England climber to ascend El Capitan, nailed some serious aid routes on both Cathedral and Cannon, including Mordor Wall and the VMC Direct Direct. Also in the late 1960s, Joe Cote, Cathedral’s first regular climber, began cranking new routes there every good weekend, while Connecticut climber Sam Streibert searched out hard new lines at Ragged Mountain, Cannon, and Cathedral Ledge.


  New England free climbing exploded in the 1970s. In 1971 Streibert and Dennis Merritt freed Intimidation on Cathedral, Cro-Magnon at Crow Hill, and Aid Crack at Ragged Mountain, Connecticut’s first 5.10 route. Henry Barber, an amazingly talented and motivated climber, also became active in the early 1970s. Barber, climbing in white painter pants, confidently blitzed New England’s crags, leaving a rash of new routes in his wake. In 1972 Henry, mostly partnered with Bob Anderson, established eleven new routes on Cathedral Ledge, including the cliff’s first 5.11 pitch. Barber also took his skills to Whitehorse Ledge, Cannon Cliff, Crow Hill, and Ragged Mountain.


  North Conway became the epicenter of New England climbing in the 1970s. After Eastern Mountain Sports (EMS) opened the town’s first climbing store and school, many talented climbers migrated there, including Paul Ross, Jim Dunn, and Ed Webster. Ross, an expatriate Englishman, established numerous aid and free climbs up Cathedral, Whitehorse, and Cannon, including Wonder Wall and the first aid ascent of The Prow.


  Jim Dunn, a New Englander turned Coloradoan, returned east and brought his single-minded fanaticism and superb crack technique to Cathedral Ledge. Some of Dunn’s hard classics include The Possessed, The Beast, and The Prow, the directissima line up the cliff’s most prominent feature.


  Ed Webster, who also authored a comprehensive climbing guide to the White Mountains, was a prodigious climber from Massachusetts who sought routes on all the area cliffs. These lines included the first free ascent of Pendulum Route and Wild Women on Cathedral, and the development of Whitehorse’s South Buttress, including The Last unicorn, which Webster calls his “best New Hampshire route.”


  Other North Conway activists were John Bouchard, John Bragg, Al Rubin, Joe Lentini, Mike Hartrich, Albert Dow, Doug Madara, Paul Boissonneault, Brad White, and Bryan Delaney. Cannon climbers, including Howard Peterson, Chris Ellms, and Andy Tuthill, were a different breed that disdained the North Conway scene. Most of these New England climbers continued exploration and development of the region’s crags through the 1980s.


  During the 1980s rock climbing became an entrenched New England recreational activity. Climbers flocked to the popular crags to sample the classic routes as well as spread out to new areas in search of unclimbed rock. The level of difficulty also rose. North Conway’s first 5.12 route fell to Mark Hudon when he free climbed White Eye at Cathedral Ledge. A couple of years later, Rick Fleming did a free ascent of Heather for another 5.12, while Ed Webster and Russ Clune climbed Wonder Wall in 1981 for Whitehorse’s first 5.12 route. Tourist Treat, one of Cathedral’s hard projects, fell to Lynn Hill on her second attempt in 1984. Another signifi-cant statement was Hugh Herr’s bold ascent of Stagefright, an X-rated testpiece on Cathedral’s Airation Buttress. The stratospheric 5.13 grade came to New England in 1985 when North Conway native and high school student Jim Surette worked out Liquid Sky.


  The 1990s brought sport climbing to New England with the development of many rappel-bolted routes on numerous crags scattered across the region. In the span of that decade, Rumney, a once-obscure area of runout trad climbs, became New England’s most popular climbing area. The crags, originally explored by Chris Hassig, saw activity by a handful of climbers including Ted Hammond, Tom Bowker, and Bradley White in the latter 1980s. In the 1990s new route activity exploded at Rumney, and by the mid-1990s the area was home to more hard routes than the rest of New England combined. Important first ascensionists include John Mallery, Jerry Handren, Ward Smith, and Jim Shimberg.


  The latter 1990s saw Rumney’s grades go through the roof with firm establishment of the 5.14 grade. David Graham and Luke Parady, a couple of strong youths from Portland, Maine, cranked many of the hard lines. At Waimea, Graham climbed Living Astro, China Beach, Jaws, and in early 2000, The Fly, a longstanding bouldery problem that might just be America’s hardest route. Other sport crags developed in the 1990s include Shagg Crag as well as many other small cliffs in Maine, and Wild River and Sundown Ledge near North Conway. Bob Parrott and Erik Mushial were a couple of the main activists at these lesser-known areas.


  New England boasts a long and rich climbing history. Each crag chapter in this book also details each described area’s specific climbing history. Laura and Guy Waterman offer a more comprehensive look at the region’s colorful history in their excellent historical book Yankee Rock & Ice. Ed Webster’s guide Rock Climbs in the White Mountains of New Hampshire also offers lots of informative entertainment with its many historical anecdotes about cliffs, routes, and climbers, as well as the stories behind unusual route names.


  GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY


  New England, nestled along the northeastern edge of the united States, packs an amazing amount of variety into its 66,608 square miles, an area a little more than half the size of Colorado. Geographers divide New England into several distinct geographic provinces—the New England upland, a sloping plain; the Appalachian Mountains, the region’s spine of hills and mountains; and the Connecticut River Valley. Each province is defined by its underlying geologic structure, which, coupled with climate, temperature, and precipitation, determines New England’s diverse ecology, that complex web of relationships between the plants and animals that inhabit the land.


  The New England upland, also called the Piedmont, is a gently sloping region in southern and central New England that slowly rises away from the Atlantic coastline. This low-relief upland was dissected and flattened by rivers and streams. Occasional lone mountains, including the famous Mount Monadnock in southern New Hampshire, lift above the lowlands. Many of the region’s cities and towns were built on the upland along the fall line of large rivers that provided water for electricity to fuel the nineteenth century’s Industrial Revolution.


  The Appalachian Mountains, further subdivided into numerous smaller ranges, are New England’s most distinctive geographic feature. The old mountains, spreading along the western and northern reaches of New England, include the Taconic Mountains straddling the New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts border; Vermont’s rounded Green Mountains and their southern extensions, the Berkshire and Litchfield Hills in Massachusetts and Connecticut; the scenic White Mountains in northern New Hampshire; and the lofty Mount Katahdin massif in central Maine. New England’s highest point is 6,288-foot Mount Washington in New Hampshire’s Presidential Range, a sub-range of the White Mountains. The Whites, mostly composed of ancient granite, also offer most of New England’s best rock climbing cliffs, including Cathedral and Whitehorse Ledges and Cannon Cliff.


  The Connecticut River Valley, carved by New England’s longest river, neatly splits the region from north to south. The river’s southern segment is a broad lowland covered with towns and farms that stretches from the New Hampshire border to the Connecticut coast. The river’s northern part lies in a deeply incised river valley that forms the border between New Hampshire and Vermont. The border agreement between the two states left the river itself wholly in New Hampshire.


  New England’s twisting 6,130-mile coastline, stretching from northern Maine to southwestern Connecticut, is another distinct geographic feature. Almost half the region’s shore is the foggy, rockbound coast of Maine, a picturesque landscape of islands, inlets, bays, coves, and cliffs. The southern coast offers long, sweeping sand beaches interrupted by occasional rock outcrops and Cape Cod, a fishhook-shaped peninsula that juts far out into the Atlantic Ocean. Most of New England’s population lives along the coastline in large cities like Providence, Boston, and Portland, as well as in small villages and towns that were settled as long ago as the 1600s.


  The region’s landscape was shaped by long periods of glaciation, at least four in the last 3 million years, when immense ice sheets descended from the north and spread across New England. The glaciers, the last retreating only 12,000 years ago, scoured, excavated, sculpted, and molded New England. The ice, reaching a thickness of 2 miles in places, crushed and compressed the land, rounded mountain ridges and summits, chiseled cirques and valleys, and left huge gravel moraines and eskers in their white wake. Today New England’s glacial legacy includes thousands of lakes and ponds, characteristic u-shaped river valleys, the drowned seacoast of Maine, and Cape Cod, the world’s largest glacial moraine.


  New England’s six states also harbor a diverse variety of flora and fauna. The fragile alpine zone, perched above timberline atop the highest peaks, is dotted with tiny arctic flowers and islands of grassy tundra left after the ice ages. The great forests of hardwoods and white pine that once blanketed primeval, pre-European New England are now long vanished, the clear-cut victims of farms, firewood gathering by the Royal Navy, industry, and paper factories. Enough forest has now returned to cover three-quarters of the region. During the nineteenth century, however, as much as 80 percent of New England was cleared of trees.


  New England’s woodlands are fascinating, with dramatic differences in their composition due to climate and latitude in the more than 500 miles from southern Connecticut to northern Maine. The spruce-fir evergreen forest forms a relatively small part of New England’s forests, covering only the coldest mountains in the northern states and along Maine’s cool northern coast. The northern hardwood forest, mantling most of the region, is dominated by birch, maple, and beech along with spruce, white pine, and hemlock. This lovely woodland offers New England’s astounding fall colors. An oak-hickory forest blankets southern New England except for Cape Cod, where the dominant forest species are oak and pitch pine.


  CLIMBING DANGERS AND SAFETY


  Rock climbing, while probably safer than driving your car on New England’s I-95, is a dangerous recreational activity. That’s a fact. The perils of rock climbing are, however, often overstated. The only risks we take are those we choose to take. Most climbers, while choosing the risks of the sport, also do everything possible to mitigate the effects of gravity and minimize the danger. Still, H. L. Mencken’s astute observation of hot-air balloonists also holds true for rock climbers: “They have an unsurpassed view of the scenery, but there is always the possibility that it may collide with them.”


  Rock climbing is a serious business, no matter how much fun you’re having. Every route has the potential to kill or injure you or your partner, no matter how benign it might appear. Every climber, no matter what their level of experience or skill, will make stupid, unthinking mistakes. Every time you step into your rock shoes, buckle up your harness, and tie into the rope, you or your partner might die as a direct result of your actions or by an act of God. Rock climbing, despite all the fun and rushes, is serious, and you need to treat it that way. The fun quickly drains out of the vertical game when your buddy is hauled off on a litter, or worse, in a body bag.


  It’s up to you to minimize the risks of climbing. Always be safety conscious. Always check your knots. Always double-check your belayer’s setup and anchor. If you’re inexperienced, hire a guide or take a climbing class. If you’re out of shape, work out in a climbing gym or on toprope routes. Safe rock climbing takes lots of experience. Beginning climbers used to serve an apprenticeship under the watchful eye of more experienced climbers, learning how to place gear, protect the leader, set up equalized belays, and rig rappel lines. Now, with the burgeoning growth of rock gyms and indoor climbing, lots of inexperienced novices with only basic climbing knowledge and a handful of gym routes think they’re rock climbers. But it’s just not true.


  Climbers who have learned their techniques and gained their experience in an indoor gym should take note of their limitations. Climbing in a rock gym is not a substitute for real rock climbing experience outside. Climbing in a gym is safe. Climbing outside on a cliff is dangerous. Climbing outside requires rope handling, placing protection, setting up belay and rappel anchors, and doing all the little things all the time that keep you safe on the rock.


  Beginners and gym climbers should also take special note of ratings. Rated gym climbs do not accurately reflect real outdoor ratings. Just because you can swing up a gym 5.12 doesn’t mean you can jam a 5.9 crack outside. Ratings of climbing routes are subjective grades and are arrived at by consensus. use ratings with caution. Many climbing movements are subject to an individual’s experience, technique, body size, and strength. Some routes may be harder for you than the rating indicates. Again, use your judgment and don’t let the rating fool you into thinking a climb is easier than it really is. Every climbing route is serious, no matter what the grade. Every experienced climber can relate a horror story from a seemingly innocuous “easy” route.


  Every climbing route is X-rated, particularly if equipment is improperly used, if fixed protection or anchors fail, or if you do not place and use safe gear.


  This guidebook, as well as other climbing guides and instruction books, is not a substitute for your own experience and your own judgment. Do not depend or rely on the information in this book to get you safely to the top of the crag and back to the parking lot. Guidebook writing is by necessity a compilation of information obtained by the author through his experiences and observations at the cliffs along with other information given by experienced area climbers. Errors can and do creep into route descriptions, cliff topos, gear recommendations, anchor placements, fixed gear notes, and descent routes and rappels. When using any climbing guidebook, you may find misleading information or errors. use your own good judgment to decide how to safeguard yourself and your partner. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, but in the real world of rocks and ropes, things change. The fixed pitons or rappel anchors may not be there anymore. Rockfall may have obliterated a crucial bolt at the crux move. You must always rely on your own experience, judgment, and wisdom to ensure your personal safety.


  Climbing experience is gained by getting outside on the rocks and doing lots of routes. If you do not have the necessary experience, it would be wise to avoid long and serious routes. Local guides and climbing gyms are found near many New England climbing areas and in many cities. Their invaluable services allow you to safely develop the techniques and wise judgment necessary to safely ascend many routes. Guide services and gyms are listed for each area in this book. See appendix C for a complete list with addresses and phone numbers. Before committing your cash to a guide service, ask about their experience, accident rates, safety procedures, certification, and class or group sizes. If you have questions about any local routes or cliffs, seek out area climbers and guides and ask their advice. Most local climbers are happy to share updated ratings, new routes, gear lists, and topos to their area crags.


  Keep safe on the rocks by using common sense. Most accidents and fatalities happen because of bad judgment and improper decisions, and most climbing accidents are preventable. Rely on yourself and your experience to evaluate changing conditions. Your safety depends entirely on you. use the following reminders to avoid accidents.


  • Always protect yourself near the start of a route by placing lots of gear or stick-clipping a high bolt to avoid groundfalls.


  • Always double-check your harness and tie-in knot before climbing, as well as your harness and rappel device before rappelling.


  • Do not climb below other parties. Rockfall can be fatal.


  • Wear a helmet for cranial protection from falling or rockfall.


  • Gravity kills. Do not solo routes without a rope. Even a 30-foot fall can be deadly.


  • Do not climb beyond your skill level without proper safety and protection devices.


  • Rope up on wet, snowy, or dark descent routes.


  • Tie knots in the ends of your ropes to avoid rappelling off the ends of the ropes.


  • Tie in properly after finishing a sport pitch, and double-check your knot and rope before downclimbing or lowering.


  • Remember that the belay is a crucial part of the safety link. Belayers need to be alert, competent, and anchored. Expect and remind your belayer to pay attention while you climb and not to visit with the neighbors or fix lunch.


  • Tie a knot in the end of your rope to avoid being dropped by inattentive belayers while they’re lowering you.


  OBJECTIVE DANGERS


  Always remember that bad things happen to good people. Bad stuff can always happen at the crag. Keep that in mind when you’re out climbing for the day. Objective dangers, those that you have no control over, are found while you’re hiking to the cliff, climbing your route, descending the backside trail, and trekking back to your car. It’s a good rule to never consider your climbing day over until you’re safely back at your car. Many accidents happen on descents because of rockfall, carelessness and fatigue, bad weather, and darkness. Always rope up on any descent that you’re the least bit uneasy about. Pay attention to your intuition. It keeps you coming back alive.


  Loose rock: The main danger at most cliffs is loose rock. Loose blocks and flakes are found on many New England routes, perched on ledges or wedged in cracks and chimneys. use extreme caution around any suspect rock. Falling rocks are deadly to your belayer and friends at the cliff base, and it can even chop your lead rope. Warn your partners if a block seems unstable so they can be prepared for possible rockfall. The repeated thaw and freeze cycles of winter and spring can loosen flakes and boulders. use caution early in the summer season. Your climbing rope can also dislodge rocks. use particular care when pulling rappel ropes. Wear a helmet while climbing and belaying to reduce the risk of serious head injury or death from rockfall.


  Fixed gear: use fixed gear with caution. New England’s severe weather can cause unseen deterioration of pitons and bolts. Bolts can shear from the force of a leader fall. Fixed pitons loosen due to rock weathering and expansion caused by freezing and thawing. Metal fatigue, rust, and age affect the useful life of fixed gear. Always back up fixed pieces whenever possible, and always back them up at belay and rappel stations. Never rely on a single piece of gear for your safety. Always build redundancy into the system so the failure of one piece will not affect the overall safety of the system. Never rappel or lower from a single bolt, and don’t lean straight out on a bolt. Don’t trust your life to questionable anchors or rotten rappel slings. Don’t be so cheap that you’re unwilling to leave gear to safeguard your life.


  Noxious plants, bugs, and snakes: Poison ivy, bee hives and wasp nests, ticks, black-flies, and venomous snakes are all found at many of New England’s climbing areas. Poison ivy, the most common poisonous plant here, causes a severe itching reaction that can take weeks to heal. Learn to identify their shiny “leaves of three.” Poison ivy often grows along the cliff base, along the access and descent trails, and often on the cliff itself. Products are available at drugstores that provide some pre-exposure protection from poison ivy. Otherwise, wear long pants and sleeves and shoes to avoid body contact. Bees and wasps live on many crags. Take note of hives and avoid them. Ticks are tiny blood-sucking arachnids that are often found in brush, meadows, and forests—that means just about anywhere. They’re usually active in spring and early summer. Ticks can carry tick fever and the more serious Lyme disease, named for its discovery at Lyme, Connecticut. Avoid tick-infested areas whenever possible. If you’re out in tick season, wear clothing that fits tightly around the neck, ankles, waist, and wrists, use lots of bug dope, and always check your clothes and pack before getting into your car. Ticks usually crawl around on you for a few hours before settling down to a blood feast, so they can often be found before their party begins. Blackflies are a big nuisance during May and June at most New England crags. These small but nasty flies swarm and bite unmercifully. The best prevention is to avoid climbing during blackfly season. If you do go out, wear lots of clothes and bathe yourself in bug juice. Sometimes, however, not even that will do the trick. Rattlesnakes and copperheads are found in New England but are rarely seen. Watch out for them in boulderfields or along the cliff base.


  Weather: Lastly, keep a close eye on New England’s often-fickle weather when climbing. Storms can move in very quickly, so be prepared to bail off your route if necessary. Rain coupled with cool temperatures can lead to potentially deadly hypothermia, the lowering of the body’s core temperature. Be prepared for wet weather by carrying a good raincoat and dry clothes. Also watch for lightning on high points during summer thunderstorms.


  ACCESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS


  Rock climbers have long been a maverick bunch, doing their own thing at the crags like it was their God-given right. Now, however, climbers have a growing responsibility to minimize their impact on the rock and the surrounding environments, and realize that rock climbing is a privilege, not a right. America is a fragile landscape that is being damaged by insensitive and inconsiderate users, including loggers, miners, ranchers, mountain bikers, horsemen, rafters, and yes, rock climbers. Climbers need to focus more on preserving and protecting our many climbing areas, rather than battling over old ethics or putting up new routes at tired cliffs.


  The growing popularity of rock climbing in the united States is impacting the crags in ways that never existed twenty years ago. Many common climbing practices, such as bolting and aid climbing, are viewed as high-impact activities by many land management agencies like the National Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management. Federal law requires land managers to protect and preserve the areas they manage. They are consequently designing comprehensive management plans that regulate recreational land uses such as climbing to minimize human impact and to preserve the natural resources.


  Fortunately numerous climbing advocacy organizations, like The Access Fund, are working with government agencies and private landowners to keep the cliffs open and generally free from bureaucratic red-tape regulations. Activist climber groups in New England, like the Rumney Climbers Association, work with management agencies, city and county governments, and private owners to keep access open to their crags. Some groups, like the Ragged Mountain Foundation in Connecticut, have actually bought and now manage the cliffs.


  Climbers need to adopt an environmental ethic that reflects our concern and love for the rock to ensure our freedom to climb on most of the nation’s cliffs. We need to be more sensitive and caring toward the limited rock resources and minimize our impact at the crags. We need to establish positive partnerships with landowners and land managers, as well as climbing organizations, to actively preserve our rock resources.


  We need to be active stewards and caretakers of our local areas—think globally, act locally—by investing in what the late Mark Hesse of the Rocky Mountain Field Institute calls “sweat equity.” Devote your time to building proper trails. Restore trampled cliff base ecosystems. Pick up trash at the crags. Replace colored slings with muted ones that match the rock surface. We need to educate others and ourselves about our climbing areas.


  Many parklands are set aside to protect specific geological, ecological, or cultural resources. The preservation of these areas and these values takes precedence over recreational uses like climbing. Our continued access to these areas depends on our sensitivity to these unique features. We as climbers need to make the important decisions about rock climbing rather than leaving it to the politicians and political appointees in Washington, DC.


  Make a Difference


  


  We can begin the process by doing all the little things that add up to a big difference. Look at the various impacts that climbers have at the crags and begin mitigating them by changing your own habits. Here are a few suggestions on how you can help:


  • Pick up all your trash at the crags, including cigarette butts, burned matches, tape, soda and beer cans, and candy wrappers.


  • Bury human waste away from the base of the cliff or better yet use a wag bag and pack it out for proper disposal later. Don’t forget to pack your toilet paper out in a plastic baggie and dispose of it properly. Don’t leave human feces on access trails or below routes—as unbelievable as it sounds, it does happen! And use established toilets whenever possible.


  • Use existing approach and descent trails. Avoid taking shortcuts on switchbacks and causing additional erosion. Stay off loose talus and scree slopes that easily erode. Soil erosion destroys plants and ground cover. Don’t chop down trees or tear off branches that might interfere with the first few feet of a route. use a longer approach or descent route to protect sensitive ecological areas.


  • Do not leave cheater slings on bolts or brightly colored slings on rappel anchors. Instead, use slings that match the rock’s color. Bolt hangers should be camouflaged with paint that matches the rock.


  • Respect wildlife closures. Some cliffs, such as parts of Cathedral Ledge, are sometimes closed for nesting raptors. Climbing near active nests can cause the birds to abandon the nest.


  • Practice clean camping ethics. Put out your fire cold before leaving or going to sleep. use a stove for cooking. use only campsites that show signs of previous use.


  • Join and contribute money and time to worthwhile climbing organizations like The Access Fund, Rocky Mountain Field Institute, and particularly New England climbing groups, including the Rumney Climbers Association, Western Massachusetts Climbers’ Coalition, Northeastern Vermont Climber’s Alliance, Clifton Climbers Alliance, and Ragged Mountain Foundation. These groups and their members are working to keep our climbing areas open and free from cumbersome restrictions.


  CLIMBING ETHICS


  Ethics are at the very heart of our sport. The style we use to climb a route means everything. Every climber and every area has a unique and individual ethic regarding how routes are put up, ascended, and rated. But we need to remember to disagree about ethics only to the point where the rock itself doesn’t become an innocent victim of ethical wars and monstrous egos gone crazy. There have been too many “bolt wars” that solved nothing but left irreparable damage to the crags. A schism, although now healing, has existed in American climbing for the last couple of decades between traditional climbers and sport climbers. This us-versus-them mentality benefits no one. It’s best to remember that there are only rock climbers. Enjoy the challenges of both schools and leave the petty ethical grievances behind.


  The style employed on a route is a personal choice. How you climb is entirely up to you. There is purity, beauty, and adventure in climbing from the ground up, placing gear, routefinding, leaving the topo behind, and accepting what the rock offers for both protection and technique. Most of New England’s classic routes were ascended in this traditional fashion. Modern gymnastic routes require working and memorizing the moves before the coveted redpoint ascent from the ground to the anchors is achieved. Toproping is a legitimate tactic on some hard routes as well as highball boulder problems. It not only saves the climber from a serious fall, but also saves the rock from unnecessary bolts.


  Bolts and Fixed Anchors


  


  Bolting is the most controversial ethical dilemma of modern climbing. Permanent bolts on cliffs have created many of New England’s popular and newest climbing areas like Rumney, which until the bolting revolution had almost no climbing traditions. Bolts have allowed more difficult routes to be climbed in a relatively safe manner, but bolts have also been misused. Some modern crags, the work of Bosch owners gone berserk, are a grid of bolts. These eye-sores have angered land managers as well as other users. Other crags have been subjected to bolt wars, with the offended faction either chopping or placing bolts. The placement as well as the removal of bolts, however, doesn’t solve the problem, but only damages the rock and creates more climbing restrictions.


  Common sense, dialogue between climbers, and some civility and manners go a long way toward resolving bolting issues. Many climbing areas have limitations on the placement of new bolts, while others have a bolting moratorium that allows only for the replacement of existing, unsafe anchors and bolts. Always check with regional and park land managers to learn about bolting restrictions and concerns.


  The Access Fund works with many management agencies to resolve the use of fixed anchors and bolts on public lands. Climbers should support the work they have done to create a broad national policy for fixed anchors on our crags. They are working to allow fixed anchors at many climbing areas, recommending that their use be determined on an area-by-area basis by climbers who rely on them for their personal safety. Climbers, not the government, should bear the responsibility for the placement and upkeep of fixed protection. The Access Fund is also working to permit the use of fixed anchors in designated wilderness areas to safeguard climbers and to minimize the impact of climbing on soils, vegetation, wildlife, and fragile environments on top of the cliffs.


  Climbers who place new bolts and create new routes need to think long and hard about the placement of bolts. Always place any bolts with sensitivity to minimize rock damage. Do not place bolts next to cracks that accept gear placements. Follow the natural line up the rock. End the route or pitch at natural stances or ledges whenever possible. In the end, it really doesn’t matter if a route is put up from the ground up or on a rappel rope, except to the first ascent party. The important thing is the safety and proper placement of the fixed pro and the aesthetic qualities of the route. Don’t let the ease of rap bolting lead to over-protecting the route, and don’t add new bolts to existing lines. Respect the style of those climbers who made the first ascent of a route. If you don’t have the skill or courage to do the route in its current state, then leave it as a future challenge that you’ll someday meet with proper respect.


  Defacement and Chipping


  


  Chipping and manufacturing holds is a growing problem at many American crags, including some in New England. As climbers push the standards higher, they aspire to climb harder routes to test their abilities. As many indoor gym climbers, often newcomers to the climbing world, spread outward from their insulated plywood worlds, they see the real rock as a malleable medium ready for their route sculpting. They bring a gym ethic—every hold and move is changeable—to the outside world. Do not chip or chisel or glue any hold on a route or a boulder problem. If you can’t do the route with what is already there, maybe you’re just not good enough to climb it, or maybe that piece of rock isn’t meant to be climbed—by you. Save it for the day when you are good enough, when you’ve trained hard enough, and when you’ve finally earned the ascent.


  Chipped routes destroy the future of climbing, especially for the up-and-coming rock stars. Chipped routes reflect rampant egotism, selfishness, and mediocrity. There is a reason why New England’s Rumney now boasts some of America’s hardest rock climbs. The lads who climbed them didn’t chip holds to make them easier. They used what the rock offered and pulled off some stunning ascents. That’s a good ethic to aspire toward.


  In the quest for your own personal ethic, remember that neither the rock nor the route belongs to you. You’re only a transient traveler across the vertical terrain. Don’t allow egotism, ignorance, and arrogance to dictate your ascent style and personal climbing ethic. Be sensitive to both the cliff and the landscape, and consider each route as a precious gift for every climber to open, enjoy, and share.


  Enough said—let’s go climbing on New England’s crags!
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  PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK


  Southern New Hampshire is usually considered a climbing wasteland by most traveling climbers who pass through the area’s low, rolling hills on their way to the granite cliffs in the White Mountains. But locals know that Pawtuckaway State Park, a 5,500-acre state park east of Manchester, offers an excellent selection of short crack and face climbs on granite outcrops as well as some of New England’s best bouldering on an array of glacially deposited blocks. Pawtuckaway, lying a couple of hours north of the Boston megalopolis and a half hour east of Manchester, is a good alternative climbing spot on busy weekends or when the weather is crummy up north.


  Numerous small granite crags and boulders scatter across densely wooded mountains on the north side of Pawtuckaway. The main climbing cliffs in the park are Lakeside Crag, Lower Slab, upper Cliff, and Devil’s Den. The cliffs average 35 to 50 feet high. The tallest cliffs, up to 100 feet high, are at Devil’s Den. The short crags offer mostly technical face problems, steep friction slabs, and superb finger and hand cracks. Most of the routes can be led or are easily toproped from tree anchors.


  The park has two main boulderfields, Round Pond Boulder Area and Boulder Natural Area. Some of the boulders are 40 feet high, making a toprope mandatory for safety.
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  The Lower Slab, the most popular cliff at Pawtuckaway, is a west-facing slab angled at 60 to 70 degrees with many excellent friction routes that range from 5.4 to 5.11. The easily toproped routes are usually busy on weekends. Above the Lower Slab is the upper Cliff, a long cliff band up to 40 feet high. The cliff offers numerous superb face and classic crack climbs, including The Start (5.9-), The Horn (5.9+), and Bean Pole (5.13a). Lakeside Crag is a small cliff perched above Round Pond. A small but good assortment of short crack and face routes ascend the west-facing crag.


  CLIMBING HISTORY


  Pawtuckaway was long used by climbers as a practice area; consequently much of the area’s history is unknown. Todd Swain, in the area’s first guidebook, researched a brief history. Climbing began at Pawtuckaway in the 1920s by a group of Boston-based Appalachian Mountain Club climbers led by Robert underhill. In the late 1930s the Exeter Mountaineering Club from Phillips Exeter Academy climbed on the Lower Slab and upper Cliff.


  Later the university of New Hampshire Outing Club began climbing here. Joe Cote, one of the more prolific members, put up many routes here and in northern New Hampshire in the 1960s and 1970s. Climbers from the 1970s through the 1990s include Andy Tuthill, Mark Hudon, and Paul “Base” Boissonneault, as well as Dean Potter, who put up some of the area’s hardest routes, including the committing Jump Dean, Jump, and Charlie Bentley, who climbed the thin-crack testpiece Bean Pole. David Graham and Luke Parady from Maine established many of Pawtuckaway’s tough boulder problems.


  CLIMBING SEASONS


  The Pawtuckaway climbing season is from March through November. September and October are especially good, with cool, dry weather and lots of fall foliage colors. Climbing is almost impossible during blackfly season, which runs from late April through May. If you do come then, Paul “Base” Boissonneault recommends “a full body suit and veil” to keep the flies away.


  ETHICS AND REGULATIONS


  Respect the high ethical standards that southern New Hampshire climbers have brought to these small crags and help preserve their unblemished rock. While bolting is allowed in the state park, most Pawtuckaway locals frown on their placement, particularly on existing routes and toproped climbs. The consensus of area climbers is that these cliffs can be easily toproped, and the placement of bolts forever changes the rock. Likewise, the enhancement and chipping of holds on any boulder or cliff is totally reprehensible. Don’t even think about debasing the rock in that way.


  Several Pawtuckaway State Park regulations apply to climbers:


  • Pets are not permitted in the park.


  • Do not litter; carry out all your trash.


  • Camping is allowed only in the park campground.


  • It is unlawful to cut down any standing trees or their limbs, shrubs, or any other park vegetation.


  • Respect the rights of the owners of private roads and private property that is adjacent to the park and its access roads.


  • No fires are permitted.


  • Park only in designated areas alongside access roads.


  TRIP PLANNING INFORMATION


  General description: Excellent face and crack routes and boulder problems on several small granite crags in Pawtuckaway State Park.


  Location: Southern New Hampshire. East of Manchester.


  Camping: No camping is allowed in the state park near the cliffs. The best place to camp is at the park campground on the opposite side of the park. The Neals Cove Camping Area is reached via NH 156 to Mountain Road. Don’t attempt to walk to the cliffs from the campground—it’s about 4 miles through thick forest.


  Climbing season: Summer and fall are best. Blackfly season is in May. Spring can be rainy, but good days are found. Some winter days offer fine climbing weather, but road access can be a problem.


  Restrictions and access issues: The cliffs are in Pawtuckaway State Park. Camping and fires are allowed only in the park campground. No camping is allowed near the cliffs. No pets are allowed in the park. Do not cut standing trees or their limbs or any other park vegetation. Don’t trespass on private property, including private roads or land adjoining the park. While bolting is allowed in the park, the area has a strong no-bolts-unless-necessary ethic. This includes no bolts on existing toprope problems or routes. Chipping or altering the rock surface in any way to create or enhance handholds is prohibited. Don’t litter. Plan on picking up your own trash as well as that left by others.
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  Guidebooks: Comprehensive Guide to Pawtuckaway Rock Climbs by Paul Boissonneault and Dave and Marie Saball (Granite Mountaineering, 1995).


  Nearby mountain shops, guide services, and gyms: Eastern Mountain Sports (EMS), Vertical Dreams (gym).


  Services: All services in Raymond, south of the park. More complete services in Manchester, about 20 miles west of the park.


  Emergency services: Call 911. For emergency or rescue assistance, call the park manager at (603) 895-3031 or state police conservation officer at (603) 271-3636.


  Nearby climbing areas: Rock Rimmon, Joe English, Boston area crags.


  Finding the cliffs: The best way into the park is from the west. From Manchester to the west or Portsmouth to the east, follow four-lane NH 101 to exit 5 at Raymond. Drive a short distance north on NH 107 and turn left (west) onto NH 27/107. Follow this for 3.8 miles to a junction and go right onto NH 107. Drive almost 3 miles to Reservation Road and make a right turn at a small sign for Pawtuckaway State Park (GPS: 43.100760, -71.232076). Pay attention, as it is easy to miss this turn. Follow the paved and then gravel road. At the first junction past power lines, keep right. After 1.1 miles is a major junction. Turn left onto Round Pond Road. Continue on the narrow road for another mile until the road makes a sharp right turn. This is the trailhead for Boulder Trail (GPS: 43.113981 / -71.185850), with parking for eight cars.


  Continue down the rougher road another 0.5 mile to a small parking area on the left on the edge of North Marsh. Don’t park at the end of the road at Round Pond. Climbers usually save those spots for anglers. Although the rough road dips across the edge of Round Pond and continues to Deerfield Road, the track is usually flooded, rocky, and impassable. Don’t attempt it; vehicles stall out here, and it’s an expensive tow.


  Alternatively, from Manchester, drive east on NH 101 to exit 5. Turn left (north) onto NH 156 (Nottingham Square Road) and drive 5.1 miles. Don’t stop at the marked park entrance. Turn left onto Old Deerfield Road at the Civil War statue in Nottingham Square and drive about 3 miles to “Class 6” road. Turn left and drive 0.3 mile and park. If you have a high-clearance vehicle, you can continue another 0.75 mile or else walk to the cliffs along the road. The rough road leads to Round Pond.


  Lakeside Crag


  

  This fine, southeast-facing crag, facing Round Pond, offers a selection of strenuous crack and face climbs on its 30-foot-high face. While some routes can be led with excellent gear placements, most climbers toprope the climbs. use convenient trees back from the cliff top for anchors. The easiest way to the top is on the right side of the cliff.


  Finding the crag: Drive past the Boulder Trail parking area another 0.5 mile and park on the left in a small area (two or three cars). Walk down the hill to Round Pond and cut left up the hillside to the obvious small cliff facing the pond (GPS: 43.116283 / -71.177750). Approach time is 5 minutes. Routes are described from left to right when facing the cliff.
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  1. Swift Premium (5.7) A good, pumpy line up a right-angling crack. Start at the far left side of the cliff. Layback up the crack with tricky feet on a steep face below the ramp (5.7 and one fixed piton) to a ledge. Continue up a short finger crack to the top.


  2. Babylon (5.12-) A Charlie Bentley toprope. Crimp and layback up the obvious, left-leaning groove to Swift Premium. Finish to the top.


  3. Beam Me Up Scotty (5.11) Start just left of the wide crack. Climb a few feet with your hand on the left side of the crack, then crimp up the steep face to the left to a shelf and on to the summit.


  4. Lakeside Jam Crack (5.7) A Pawtuckaway classic that’s rarely led. The obvious, wide splitter crack (strenuous and awkward) in the center of the crag. Work up an off-width to a roof and fist jam a few feet onto a shelf. Jam the hard-to-protect off-width to the top or tieback it (easier). Rack: Bring large gear, especially for the upper crack.


  5. China Dragon (5.10-) Classic Pawtuckaway crack climb. Begin at Lakeside Jam Crack’s off-width start. Muscle up it and make a tricky move right at the roof. Jam a thin hand crack that diagonals right to a dicey finish. 25 feet.


  6. Chinese New Year (5.10b) Toprope route. Sustained face climbing on the vertical wall just right of China Dragon. It’s easier for tall folks.


  7. China Dragon Right (5.9) Start at a flake system right of Chinese New Year. Layback up the left-angling flake crack and join China Dragon’s last moves, or keep right at the top along another flake.


  8. So Far Away (5.11+) Begin below a down-pointing flake. Bouldery face moves lead to the flake. Finish up the groove above.


  9. Wingtip (5.9+) No topo. A short, vertical, finger crack on the far right side.


  Round Pond Boulders


  

  The Round Pond Boulders, scattered across a hillside on the northeast corner of Round Pond, are a small but marvelous collection of boulders that offer an array of classic problems on cracks and faces. Classics include The Whip, a 20-foot, V2 fingertip crack, and some hard cranks on Balance Rock, a 65-ton erratic boulder balanced on a small pedestal. Many obvious problems and numerous variations have been climbed on these boulders. Explore around and have fun. A crash pad and spotter are needed.


  Finding the boulders: Walk or drive about 0.5 mile down the road from the Boulder Trail parking area to Round Pond. Follow a trail around the edge of the pond where the track dips across. The easily seen boulders are in the woods on the hill just right of the road on the northeast side of the pond.


  Lower Slab


  

  The Lower Slab, lying in the woods on the east shore of North Marsh, is Pawtuckaway’s most popular cliff. The 65-degree-angled, 45-foot-high slab offers many excellent, moderate friction and edging routes, including some perfect beginner climbs. Most of the routes are usually toproped, although some can be led. Set up toprope anchors by following a trail around the left side of the cliff to the flat top. Numerous trees provide rope anchors. The cliff is popular, particularly on weekends and with groups. Be sure to share routes with other climbers at the crag by either pulling your rope or letting someone else have a go on it.


  Finding the cliff: From the parking area at the Boulder trailhead, follow the trail for 0.3 mile to the Boulder Natural Area. Continue along the left side of North Marsh, a wide marshy area filled with dead trees, for another 0.3 mile to the cliff base (GPS: 43.117933 / -71.179100). Alternatively, you can reach the cliff from Round Pond by following a trail along the right side of North Marsh. Routes are listed right to left.
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  10. Little Fingers (5.11-) Begin right of a tree with exposed roots at the cliff base and directly below a tree growing out of a crack. Clamber atop a flake and delicately smear straight up to the tree. Step right and finish up steep but easier rock.


  11. Almond Joy (5.9+) A joyous friction climb. Start just right of the base tree. Thin edging and friction moves lead to a horizontal crack. Follow a seam crack above.


  12. Beginner’s Route (5.6) Yep, it’s a good beginner’s route. Step up to the base tree and begin with friction smears. Grab right-facing flakes above and then trend up left along a groove to the cliff top.


  13. Mounds (5.9-) Best route on the slab. The face left of Beginner’s Route. Start left of the big tree. Pull over a small overlap and crimp up perfect
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