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Hello from Ghibliotheque!

We are Michael and Jake, and together we make a podcast called 

Ghibliotheque, all about the films of the legendary Japanese 

animation company, Studio Ghibli. We think that Studio Ghibli  

has made some of the greatest films of all time, like My Neighbour 

Totoro, Kiki’s Delivery Service, Princess Mononoke and Spirited 

Away. We love nothing more than sharing these films with other 

people, whether that’s by watching them together on the big 

screen, or writing a book like the one you’re holding right now.

This book is our handy, illustrated guide to the world of Studio 

Ghibli, a world that is like no other. Over the following pages 

you’ll meet strong heroes, get to know wild and beguiling 

creatures, taste mouth-watering food, and travel via fast 

and fantastical modes of transport. There is so much to 

explore and discover, so let’s quote the motto of the Ghibli 

Museum in Tokyo, and say: let’s get lost, together.

Enjoy!















Being a Ghibli hero is never simple. Sometimes it means fighting a war  

to save your forest, or battling super-hungry spirits in a bathhouse;  

and sometimes it just means setting out into the great wide world to find 

your calling, with only a broomstick and trusty black cat for company. 

Ghibli’s heroes are complex, inspiring and fiercely independent.  

You’ve never met anyone like them.

GHIBLI’S HEROES
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The two sisters Satsuki and Mei are the heroines 

of My Neighbour Totoro. After moving to the 

countryside to be closer to the hospital where 

their mum is staying, the two girls embrace all 

the changes the big move has on their lives.

When they first arrive at the house, they 

aren’t scared of exploring all its dusty 

corners. Then, when Satsuki is at school, it’s 

Mei that ventures into the forest, under the 

camphor tree next to their house, and meets 

their huge, huggable neighbour, Totoro.

They may be worried about their mum, 

and they may have to look after their 

dad when he falls asleep working at his 

desk,  but they’ll never have to face it 

alone – that’s what sisters are for!

Satsuki and Mei

My Neighbour Totoro, 1988

FUN FACT!  

In the English language version of  

My Neighbour Totoro, the 

voices of Satsuki and Mei are 

provided by two real-life sisters, 

Dakota and Elle Fanning!








Chihiro

Moving house is hard. Even harder is seeing 

your parents turn into pigs! Chihiro’s adventure 

in Spirited Away is a strange and magical one. 

Uprooted from the life she once had, and left 

without friends or family, she must fend for 

herself in a world of odd creatures and frightful 

beings, but she is more than up for the task.

Once she finds herself inside the giant 

bathhouse, she lands a job cleaning up after 

the customers, and soon shows her ingenuity 

and bravery. She helps the Stink Spirit return 

to his divine form as a River God, saves 

Haku from his curse and solves the riddle 

that returns her parents to human form.

Spirited Away, 2001








Ashitaka and San

Princess Mononoke, 1997

Meet a boy and a girl on opposite sides of a 

destructive conflict. In Princess Mononoke, 

Ashitaka and San show us how messy and 

complicated the world can be, but they also 

offer hope for the future, too. San considers 

herself to be one of the wild animals that guard 

the forest. She hates humans for what they’re 

doing to their home and the ancient creatures 

within. Ashitaka, on the other hand, has been 

cursed by the darkness that is poisoning the 

planet, and is searching for a way to find peace 

between all communities.  

Together, San and Ashitaka are two young 

humans up against a stubborn world 

of old people and even older gods, but 

they show us that the right way forward 

is one of mutual respect and care.
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Kiki

With broom in hand and Jiji by her side, the 

young witch Kiki, who goes out into the world 

and finds her independence, one delivery at 

a time, is one of Ghibli’s greatest heroes. She 

might not battle bathhouse spirits like Chihiro 

or be a warrior-wolf like San, but the genes of 

those heroes can be seen in Kiki. Her adventure 

helps her understand her place in the world, 

see the importance of hard work and how to 

triumph over any challenge that comes her 

way. Importantly though, Kiki doesn’t always 

feel magical, and she sometimes feels sad 

too; because Studio Ghibli knows that real 

people, and real heroes, are just the same. 

Kiki’s Delivery Service, 1989
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