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Are Christians supposed to be highly involved with the world or instead supposed to be pilgrims, strangers, and ambassadors?

Is just accepting Jesus as Lord all one needs to do to be a biblical Christian? What about obedience?

Are there many ways to salvation or just one narrow and right way?

Do real Christians keep the biblical Holy Days?
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1. Christians are to be Ambassadors for the Kingdom of God

The world and its media have various views about Christianity and how Christians are supposed to live.

But many of those views are NOT based upon the Bible or the practices of real Christians.

Do you know that Christians are supposed to be Ambassadors for the kingdom of God?

Do you know how a Christian is really supposed to live?

Can early Christian history give us any clues?

Can you accept biblical commands and instructions?

This book is filled with many scriptures in order that the sincere may better learn how God wants His people to live. A way very different than that lived by most who claim Christianity.

Ambassadors for Christ

The Apostle Paul taught that Christians should be ambassadors for the gospel of God’s coming kingdom:


20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ ... (2 Corinthians 5:20; NKJV used throughout except where noted)

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints — 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (Ephesians 6:17-20) 


What is an ambassador? Here is what Merriam-Webster states:

Definition of ambassador


1 : an official envoy; especially : a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his or her own government or sovereign or appointed for a special and often temporary diplomatic assignment

2 a : an authorized representative or messenger


But as Christians we are not temporary, we are to be permanent representatives of God, His government, and His kingdom.

Although the Apostle Paul was a Jewish and Roman citizen (Acts 21:39; 22:3, 28), he wrote that Christians have their citizenship in heaven:


20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, (Philippians 3:20).


The Apostle Peter, while not specifically using the term ambassador, backs this up as he was inspired to write the following:


9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10)


Christians are part of a royal priesthood and a holy nation. They were not a recognized people, like other nations, but now are essentially ambassadors for the coming Kingdom of God.

Did you realize that about Christianity?

Along those lines, the late evangelist Dr. Herman Hoeh wrote:


The Church in Prophecy

While most people today suppose that the true CHURCH was rapidly to grow BIG, to become a powerful organization, exerting powerful influence on the world, making this a better world, becoming the stabilizing influence of the world’s civilization, actually Christ founded His Church for no such purpose! In His final prayer for His ONE Church, Jesus prayed: “I pray for them: I pray not for the world ... Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be ONE, as we are. ... I have given them thy word; and the world hateth them, because they are not OF the world, even as I am not OF the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not OF the world, even as I am not OF the world” (John 17:9-16 KJV).

Those of His Church are described as being strangers and foreigners in this world — AMBASSADORS for Christ — ambassadors representing HIS Kingdom which is foreign to this world — yet never being OF the world! (Hoeh H. Why So Many Denominations? Tomorrow’s World, April 1972)


Christians live on this earth as representatives of that kingdom, obeying human governmental authority. When there is a conflict with the higher laws of God, Christians obey God (Acts 5:29), sometimes suffering for it (1 Peter 4:15-16), but they are not taking part in its politics.

That being said, ambassadors are not to be fearful, even if they are from a numerically-small country. Notice what Jesus told His people:


32 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32)


Actual Christians are part of a “little flock”, as also the Apostle Paul said only a remnant was being called in this age:


5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. (Romans 11:5)


Real Christianity has been spoken against since the beginning. When he got to Rome, Paul was told:


22 ... concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere. (Acts 28:22)


It should be no surprise that those who still hold to original Christianity are often spoken against these days—including by accusers of the brethren (Revelation 12:10) on the Internet.

God’s people also are to be brave:


7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. (Revelation 21:7-8)


The unbelieving are cowardly. Christians are to stand for the truth (Matthew 10:32-33).

2. How Should Christians Live?

If God has called you to be a Christian, how should you live? (If you are wondering about your calling please see our free eBook Is God Calling You?)

How should Christians live? Real Christians.

This is a complex subject and perhaps it takes more than a human lifetime to truly know, but this booklet will try to address many, but by no means all, practical points for the how, and a few points as to why.

As Paul wrote, we are to live as ambassadors of Jesus Christ.

He also wrote that we are to imitate him as he imitated Christ:


11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1)


Christians should live as Jesus did (John 13:15; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 John 2:6) and accept all He commanded (Matthew 28:18-20).

The Right Way

Jesus encouraged people to live His way:


28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)


He also taught warnings that there would be difficulties, but He would bring peace:


33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. (John 16:33)


In the New Testament, Christians were considered so different from the world they lived in, that their mode of life was referred to as “the Way” (Acts 9:2; 19:9; 24:14, 22) and more derisively, “the Way they call a sect” (Acts 24:14) or “cult” (Acts 24:14, New Living Translation).

The world itself lives selfishly, under Satan’s sway, in what has been called “the way of Cain” (Jude 11). Consider that the Bible teaches:


12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. (Proverbs 14:12)


There were two unique trees in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8). Eve picked the wrong one (Genesis 3:6), and humanity has suffered since (Genesis 3:14-19). There is a cause for every effect. God’s ways are right.

There is only one right way (2 Peter 2:15)—it is “the good and the right way” (1 Samuel 12:23). 

Jesus warned:


24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, (Luke 13:24)

13 Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. (Matthew 7:13-14)


And with various partings of THE way into numerous disobedient churches, we have seen that prophesy fulfilled.

Trust in the Spiritual Reality as Ambassadors and Pilgrims

Christians are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God and put our hope in the spiritual, not the physical, though we live in a physical world (Romans 8:5-8). Consider:


1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John 3:1-3)


Christians are the children of God and we place our hope in Jesus—the world does not really place hope in our Savior.

In His final prayer for His true Church, Jesus prayed:


12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. (John 17:12-16)


Those of His Church are described as being strangers and foreigners in this world — AMBASSADORS for Christ — ambassadors representing HIS Kingdom which is foreign to this world — yet never being OF the world! We are to be set apart from the world by our actual adherence and obedience to the word of God. This makes us different from the world—including the many that claim to reverence scripture, but will not actually live by it.

The New Testament shows that God’s people in the Old Testament:


13 ... confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13)


The Apostle Peter also calls Christians pilgrims and sojourners:


1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace be multiplied. (1 Peter 1:1-2)

11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2:11-12)


Polycarp of Smyrna, ordained a Bishop/Pastor/Overseer by the apostles, started his Polycarp’s Letter to the Philippians with the following:


Polycarp, and the presbyters with him, to the Church of God sojourning at Philippi (Polycarp’s Letter to the Philippians)


So, he wrote that the Christians in the Church of God were sojourning at Philippi. The idea that
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