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Short History of the Bible

	The Christian Bible comprises 66 books, consisting of  39 Old Testament books and 27 New Testament books. The Roman Catholic Bible includes 73 books, consisting of 46 Old Testament and 27 New Testament books.1 The Jewish Bible comprises 24 books because they combine Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, as well as the minor prophets, in one book called “The Twelve.” Even though they are numbered differently, they are the same Scriptures.2

	In the Christian Bible, there are 1,189 chapters and 31,102 verses. However, the number of verses will vary among different Bible editions, religious beliefs, and word counts. The longest chapter is Psalms 119. The shortest chapter is Psalms 117. The middle verse is Psalms 118:8, and the shortest verse is John 11:35.

	The Bible is a collection of books that form one unified story, pointing to Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The Bible takes its name from the Latin word Biblia (‘book’ or ‘books’), which comes from the Greek Ta Biblia (‘the books’), traced to the Phoenician port city of Gebal, known as Byblos to the Greeks.3 Approximately 40 authors on three continents and from three languages over 1600 years, 1450 BC to 95 AD, make up this major love story.

	It is divided into two sections: Old Testament (OT) and New Testament (NT). Both point to the prophecy of Jesus, the Life of Jesus, and the direction for all humanity. The Jewish Bible is only the Old Testament because they are still awaiting the Messiah's coming. There are 400 years between the books of Malachi (OT) and Matthew (NT).

	It is essential to recognize that although individuals wrote the Bible, the compilation of the books was elaboration by the Divine Spirit of God.

	The Bible was primarily translated from Hebrew to Greek, and subsequently, the Catholic Church translated it into Latin. John Wycliffe translated it into English in about 1382 AD, and King James translated his New King James (NKJ) version in 1611. Currently, there are over 50 English versions of the Bible.

	The Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament, is also referred to as Tanakh. It is three sections: Torah, Nevi’im, and Ketuvim.4

	1) The Torah is the first five books, which contain instructions and teachings. Also, the Book is known as the “Law of Moses” or “Five Books of Moses.”

	2) Nevi’im is the “Prophets," which comprises eight books that describe the history of Judaism after the death of Moses, also known as prophecy books. Split into two, the Major Prophets and Minor Prophets.

	a. Major Prophets:

	i. The former Prophets, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings

	ii. The latter Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel

	b. Minor Prophets: (‘The Twelve”)

	i. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

	3) Ketuvim, known as “Writings," comprise eleven books.

	a. Short historical story: Ruth

	b. Poetries: Psalms, Lamentations, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Proverbs

	c. Historical Works: Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah

	d. Romantic historical tale: Esther

	Song of Solomon is also referenced as “Song of Songs” or “Canticle of Canticles.” Suggesting that it is the most incredible collection of songs. The Song of Solomon's title indicates that King Solomon wrote it, but his name was most likely added at a later date by editors. Some scholars have unknown authors. It is focused on a courtship between a young bride and her groom.

	Some authors of the Bible are disputable by today's scholars worldwide. I have researched the following to be agreeable to most everyone.

	Old Testament:

	➢ The first five books of the Old Testament are by Moses

	➢ Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, and 2 Kings are unknown

	➢ 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, and Ezra are Ezra

	➢ Nehemiah is Nehemiah

	➢ Esther and Job are unknown

	➢ Psalms various

	➢ Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon are by Solomon

	➢ Isaiah is Isaiah

	➢ Jeremiah and Lamentations are by Jeremiah

	➢ Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi by their title

	New Testament:

	➢ Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John are known as the Gospels and were written by them

	➢ Acts is a history book by Luke

	➢ Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon are letters by Apostle Paul

	➢ The Book of Hebrews is a letter attributed to Paul

	➢ James, Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude are letters written by each of the authors

	➢ Revelation is a Prophecy by Apostle John

	As you can see, Apostle Paul is the single most prolific author of the New Testament with 14 books.

	
Apostle Paul’s Epistles (Letters) and Journeys

	Epistles (Letters):

	➢ First and Second Thessalonians—51 AD from Corinth during the second missionary journey

	➢ Galatians—53-57 AD, maybe after the second journey or in the third journey

	➢ First Corinthians—55 AD, from Ephesus during the third journey

	➢ Second Corinthians—55 AD, from Macedonia, a few months after the first letter

	➢ Romans—57 AD, from Philippi at the end of the third journey

	➢ Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon—60 AD, from Rome during two-year imprisonment in a rented home

	➢ Philippians—61 AD, shortly after writing Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon from Rome during two-year imprisonment in a rented home

	➢ Hebrews—64-65 AD, from Italy, while in prison

	➢ Titus and First Timothy—63-65 AD, possibly from Macedonia after the first imprisonment in Rome, but not in prison

	➢ Second Timothy—66-67 AD, from the second imprisonment in Rome just before he dies

	Missionary Journey/Imprisonment: (Martyred 68 AD)

	➢ Paul at Damascus—37-40 AD

	➢ First Missionary Journey—46-49 AD

	➢ Second Missionary Journey—50-52 AD

	➢ First arrested in Philippi—51 AD

	➢ Third Missionary Journey—53-58 AD

	➢ Second arrest, Imprisonment in Caesarea—57-59 AD

	➢ Voyage to Rome—59-60 AD

	➢ First Imprisonment in Rome—60-62 AD

	➢ Second Imprisonment Journeys—66-68 AD

	Deuterocanonical Books

	Additional Books (familiar to Catholics and Orthodox)

	➢ Tobit, Judith, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, Book of Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah, Additions to Daniel, Additions to Esther

	Greek & Slavonic Orthodox

	➢ 1 Esdras, 3 Maccabees, Psalm 151, Prayer of Manasseh

	Georgian Orthodox

	➢ 2 Esdras, 4 Maccabees

	Deuterocanonical books are referred to as "Second Canon" in Greek. It usually means the parts of the Bible that are only used by some Christian Churches (primarily Roman Catholic and Orthodox). The books were initially written in the Greek language between 250 and 50 BC.

	The books are not part of the Hebrew Bible (also known as the Jewish Tanakh), as their original language is Greek.

	The Books of Daniel and Esther are longer in the Catholic Bibles than in the Protestant Bibles because they contain more stories.

	Most Protestant Christian Churches do not think that God inspired the deuterocanonical books. They call these books Apocrypha. Martin Luther considered these books good to read, while John Calvin read and studied them, but did not think they should be part of the Bible.5

	What do different date abbreviations mean?

	In the centuries of tradition, the terms “BC” and “AD” are to be replaced with a system known as the “Common Era.” The Latin term Anno Domini, meaning “In the Year of Our Lord,” becomes Common Era or CE, and “Before Christ” becomes Before the Common Era, or BCE. Another example of human time-tracking means precisely the same thing as AD and BC.

	BCE—Before the Common Era—is a secular version of BC

	CE—Common Era

	BC—Before Christ

	AD—Anno Domini, Latin for “In the year of our Lord,” also known as “After the Death of Christ”6

	
Order of Disciples/Apostles:

	1. Simon, later known as Apostle Peter—a Fisherman

	2. Andrew, Peter's brother—also a fisherman

	3. James, son of Zebedee—also a fisherman

	4. John, James’ brother—also a fisherman

	5. Philip—most likely a fisherman because he was at the Sea of Galilee

	6. Nathanael—known as Bartholomew, son of Tolmai, and introduced by Philip

	7. Matthew—known as Levi in the books of Mark and Luke—was a tax collector and son of Alphaeus

	8. Thomas—also known as Doubting Thomas

	9. James—son of Alphaeus, could be a brother to Matthew

	10. Judas Thaddaeus, not Iscariot—also known as Lebbaeus

	11. Simon the Zealot—not Peter

	12. Judas Iscariot—replaced by Matthias

	Inner circle apostles were Peter, James, and John
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Priest Garments

	Tunic—An undergarment that covered the priest's body from the neck to the feet, with sleeves reaching to the wrists.

	Turban—Head covering, mainly white with a gold plate by the forehead, with the words “Holy to the Lord” engraved.

	Ephod—A shawl or wrap made of linen in blue, purple, and scarlet, with golden threads woven into it. It was made in two pieces and joined together at the shoulders with golden clasps, each with an onyx stone.

	Sash/Girdle—Wrapped around the pod and tied about the priest's waist. Additionally, blue, purple, and scarlet linens are interwoven with golden threads.

	Breastplate—A pouch about 22 centimeters square made of the same materials as the pod that went over the pod. On the front were fastened twelve precious stones in four rows of three. Each stone had the name of a tribe of Israel engraved on it.7
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Genealogy of Jesus

	1-Adam—Approximately 4000 BC

	  2-Seth

	   3-Enosh

	    4-Caiman

	     5-Mahalalel

	      6-Jared

	       7-Enoch

	        8-Methuselah

	         9-Lamech

	          10-Noah——[3000 BC]

	           11-Shem

	            12-Arphaxad

	              13-Salah

	               14-Eber

	                15-Peleg

	                 16-Rev

	                  17-Serus

	                   18-Nahor

	                    19-Terah

	                     20-Abraham——[2000 BC]

	                       21-Isaac

	                        22-Jacob/renamed to Israel

	Jacob Wives:

	Leah—who had Ruben, Simeon, Levi*, Judah*, Issachar, Zebulun

	*Levi is the Ancestor of the Levites

	Zilpah—who had Gad and Asher

	Bilhah—who had Dan and Naphtali

	Rachel—who had Joseph* and Benjamin

	*This is the Joseph from Egypt; his sons are Manasseh and Ephraim

	*God chose the line of Judah to rule Israel.

	23-Judah

	  24-Perez

	   25-Hezrow

	    26-Ram

	     27-Amminadab

	      28-Nahshon

	       29-Salmon

	        30-Boaz

	         31-Obed

	          32-Jesse

	           33-David——[1000 BC]

	Note: Jesus’s stepfather, Joseph, the husband of Mary, and the mother of Jesus, is a descendant of David’s eighth son, Nathan, not through Solomon. Mary’s father, Joseph, is under Solomon’s line.

	❖14 Generations from Abraham to David

	❖14 Generations from David until the captivity in Babylon

	❖14 generations from captivity to Jesus

	David

	  34-Solomon

	   35-Rehoboam

	    36-Abijah

	     37-Asa

	      38-Jehoshaphat

	       39-Joram

	        40-Uzziah

	         41-Jotham

	          42-Ahaz

	           43-Hezekiah

	            44-Manasseh

	             45-Amon

	              46-Josiah

	               47-Jeconiah

	                48-Jeconiah

	                 49-Shealtiel

	                  50-Zerubbabel

	                   51-Abihud

	                    52-Eliakim

	                     53-Azor

	                      54-Zodok

	                       55-Achim

	                        56-Eliud

	                         57-Eleazar

	                          58-Matthan

	                           59-Jacob

	                            60-Joseph*

	                             61-Mary

	                              62-Jesus

	*This Joseph is Jesus' grandfather and Mary's father.
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Kings of Israel and Judah

	All northern kings and thirteen, marked by “*” of southern kings, were wicked in God’s eyes.

	Israel as One Kingdom:

	*Saul—Anointed King 1043 BCE

	Reigned 1020-1000 BCE (Around forty years old)

	*Ish-bosheth—1000-998 BCE, Coregency

	David—40 years, 1010-967 BCE (7 years in Hebron and 33 years in Jerusalem. Made Jerusalem the capital of Israel)

	Adonijah—pretender 970 BCE

	Solomon—40 years, 970-931 BCE

	*Rehoboam—931-913 BCE

	(3 years into his reign, the kingdom split, and he became the first king of Judah)

	Judah – Southern Land

	2nd—*Abijah—3 years, 913-911 BCE

	3rd—Asa—41 years, 911-870 BCE

	4th—Jehoshaphat—25 years, 873-848 BCE

	5th—*Jehoram—8 years, 853-841 BCE, Coregency

	6th—*Ahaziah—1 year, 841 BCE, Coregency Killed by Jehu

	7th— [Ahaziah’s mother] *Athaliah—6 years, 841-835 BCE

	House of David restored, Army kills Athaliah

	8th—Jehoash—40 years, 835-796 BCE Also known as Joash, the youngest king at 7, was killed by servants

	9th—Amaziah—29 years, 796-767 BCE Coregency

	10th—Azariah, also known as Uzziah—52 years, 792-740 BCE

	11th—Jotham—16 years, 750-732 BCE, Coregency

	12th—*Ahaz—16 years, 735-716 BCE, Coregency

	13th—Hezekiah—29 years, 729/716-697/687 BCE, Coregency

	14th—*Manasseh—55 years, 697/687-643 BCE, worst and longest king

	15th—*Amon—2 years, 643-641 BCE, Killed by servants

	16th—Josiah—31 years, 641-609 BCE, Killed by Pharaoh Necho

	17th—*Jehoahaz—3 months, 609-BCE, Deposed to Egypt

	18th—*Jehoiakim—11 years, 609-598 BCE

	19th—*Jeconiah—3 months, 598-597 BCE, Deposed to Babylon

	20th—*Zedekiah—11 years, 597-586 BCE

	Babylon Captivity—70 years, 608-538 BCE

	Hasmonean Dynasty—140 BCE

	21st—Aristobulus I—104-103 BCE

	22nd—Alexander Jannaeus—103-76 BCE

	23rd—Salome Alexandra—76-67 BCE

	24th—Aristobulus II—67-63 BCE

	25th—Hyrcanus II—63-40 BCE

	26th—Antigonus II Mattathias—40-37 BCE

	27th—*Herod the Great—37-4 BCE

	28th—*Herod Agrippa—41-44 AD

	*Israel – Northern Land

	1st—Jeroboam—22 years, 931-910 BCE

	2nd—Nadab—2 years, 910-909 BCE, Killed by Baasha

	3rd—Baasha—24 years, 909-886 BCE

	4th—Elah—2 years, 886-885 BCE, Killed by Zimri

	5th—Zimri—7 days/Suicide because of Treason, 885 BCE

	6th—Tibni pretender / Omri—12 years, 885-874 BCE

	7th—Ahab—22 years, 874-853 BCE

	8th—Ahaziah—2 years, 853-852 BCE, Accident

	9th—Jehoram—12 years, 852-841 BCE, Killed by Jehu

	10th—Jehu—28 years, 841-814 BCE

	11th—Jehoahaz—17 years, 814-798 BCE

	12th—Jehoash—16 years, 798-782 BCE, Coregency

	13th—Jeroboam II—41 years, 793-753 BCE

	14th—Zechariah—6 months, 753-752 BCE, Killed by Shallum

	15th—Shallum—1 month, 752 BCE, Killed by Menahem

	16th—Menahem—10 years, 752-742 BCE, Coregency

	17th—Pekahiah-2 years, 742-740 BCE, Killed by Pekah, Coregency

	18th—Pekah—20 years, 752-731 BCE, Killed by Hoshea

	19th—Hoshea—9 years, 731-722 BCE, Deposed by Assyria

	Israel was conquered by the Neo-Assyrian Empire and destroyed in 722 BCE.
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Israel’s Journeys In The Wilderness

	These are the camps of Israel in their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land as listed in Numbers 33. Even though they were wandering for forty years, they did have places of rest.

	They started from Rameses, the city they built for Pharaoh. They left Egypt in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month, and on the day after the Passover, the Israelites went out of Egypt with a high hand and triumphantly in the sight of all Egyptians.

	1. Succoth

	2. Etham—on the edge of the wilderness

	3. Migdol—Turned back to Pi-Hahiroth, which is east of Baal-Zephon, and they camped near Migdol. And they departed from before Pi-Hahiroth and passed over through the midst of the Red Sea into the wilderness, went three days’ journey in the Wilderness of Etham, and camped at Marah.

	4. Marah

	5. Elim—At Elim were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees

	6. By the Red Sea

	7. Wilderness of Sin

	8. Dophkah

	9. Alush

	10. Rephidim—this is where there was no water for the people to drink

	11. Mount Sinai—this is where the Covenant was made. They stayed eleven months and twenty days in the Wilderness of Sinai and departed on the twentieth day of the second month of the second year.

	12. Kibroth-Hattaavah

	13. Hazeroth

	14. Rithmah in the Wilderness of Paran, at Qadesh—from where the twelve spies were sent

	15. Rimmon-Perez

	16. Libnah

	17. Rissah

	18. Kehelathah

	19. Mount Shepher

	20. Haradah

	21. Makheloth

	22. Tahath

	23. Terah

	24. Mithkah

	25. Hashmonah

	26. Moseroth

	27. Bene-Jaakan

	28. Hor-Haggidgad

	29. Jotbathah

	30. Abronah

	31. Ezion-Geber

	The Fortieth Year

	32. Kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin—in the first month

	33. Mount Hor—on the boundary of the land of Edom, where Aaron the priest died in the fortieth year after Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month.

	34. Zalmonah

	35. Punon

	36. Oboth

	37. Iye-Abarim—on the border of Moab

	38. Dibon-Gad

	39. Almon-Diblathaim

	40. In the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo

	41. In the plains of Moab by the Jordan—and they camped by the Jordan from Beth-Jeshimoth as far as the Abel-Shittim in the plains of Moab.

	From here, they crossed the Jordan River into the land of Canaan, the Promised Land.
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37 Miracles of Jesus in Chronological Order

	#1—Jesus Turns Water into Wine at the Wedding in Cana—John 2:1-11

	#2—Jesus Heals an Official's Son at Capernaum in Galilee—John 4:43-54

	#3—Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit From a Man in Capernaum—Mark 1:21-27, Luke 4:31-36

	#4—Jesus Heals Peter's Mother-in-Law Sick With Fever—Matthew 8:14-15, Mark 1:29-31, Luke 4:38-39

	#5—Jesus Heals Many Sick and Oppressed at Evening—Matthew 8:16-17, Mark 1:32-34, Luke 4:40-41

	#6—First Miraculous Catch of Fish on the Lake of Gennesaret—Luke 5:1-11

	#7—Jesus Cleanses a Man With Leprosy—Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:40-45, Luke 5:12-14

	#8—Jesus Heals a Centurion's Paralyzed Servant in Capernaum—Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10

	#9—Jesus Heals a Paralytic Who Was Let Down From the Roof—Matthew 9:1-8, Mark 2:1-12, Luke 5:17-26

	#10—Jesus Heals a Man's Withered Hand on the Sabbath—Matthew 12:9-14, Mark 3:1-6, Luke 6:6-11

	#11—Jesus Raises a Widow's Son From the Dead in Nain—Luke 7:11-17

	#12—Jesus Calms a Storm on the Sea—Matthew 8:23-27, Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:22-25

	#13—Jesus Casts Demons into a Herd of Pigs—Matthew 8:28-33, Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8:26-39

	#14—Jesus Heals a Woman in the Crowd With an Issue of Blood—Matthew 9:20-22, Mark 5:25-34, Luke 8:42-48

	#15—Jesus Raises Jairus' Daughter Back to Life—Matthew 9:18, 23-26, Mark 5:21-24, 35-43, Luke 8:40-42, 49-56

	#16—Jesus Heals Two Blind Men—Matthew 9:27-31

	#17—Jesus Heals a Man Who Was Unable to Speak—Matthew 9:32-34

	#18—Jesus Heals an Invalid at Bethesda—John 5:1-15

	#19—Jesus Feeds 5,000 Plus Women and Children—Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-15

	#20—Jesus Walks on Water—Matthew 14:22-33, Mark 6:45-52, John 6:16-21

	#21—Jesus Heals Many Sick in Gennesaret as They Touch His Garment—Matthew 14:34-36, Mark 6:53-56

	#22—Jesus Heals a Gentile Woman's Demon-Possessed Daughter—Matthew 15:21-28, Mark 7:24-30

	#23—Jesus Heals a Deaf and Dumb Man—Mark 7:31-37

	#24—Jesus Feeds 4,000 Plus Women and Children—Matthew 15:32-39, Mark 8:1-13

	#25—Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida—Mark 8:22-26

	#26—Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind by Spitting in His Eyes—John 9:1-12

	#27—Jesus Heals a Boy With an Unclean Spirit—Matthew 17:14-20, Mark 9:14-29, Luke 9:37-43

	#28—Miraculous Temple Tax in a Fish's Mouth—Matthew 17:24-27

	#29—Jesus Heals a Blind, Mute Demoniac—Matthew 12:22-23, Luke 11:14-23

	#30—Jesus Heals a Woman Who Had Been Crippled for 18 Years—Luke 13:10-17

	#31—Jesus Heals a Man With Dropsy on the Sabbath—Luke 14:1-6

	#32—Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers on the Way to Jerusalem—Luke 17:11-19

	#33—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead in Bethany—John 11:1-45

	#34—Jesus Restores Sight to Bartimaeus in Jericho—Matthew 20:29-34, Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43

	#35—Jesus Withers the Fig Tree on the Road From Bethany—Matthew 21:18:22, Mark 11:12-14

	#36—Jesus Heals a Servant's Severed Ear While He Is Being Arrested—Luke 22:50-51

	#37—The Second Miraculous Catch of Fish at the Sea of Tiberias—John 21:4
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Introduction

	How the Day-by-Day Bible Reading Guide Works

	I took the Book of Psalms as a daily song and the Book of Proverbs as daily wisdom from the Old Testament, incorporating each into the reading plan. Then I took the remaining books of the Old Testament (which will be referred to as OT) and divided them into 365 days. Lastly, I divided the New Testament (hereafter referred to as NT) into 365 days. Some chapters will be read in their entirety, and others will be read over multiple days. You will see scriptures for each day, from January 1 to December 31, divided into four parts: Old Testament, Psalms, Proverbs, and New Testament.

	Note: The Deuterocanonical books are not part of this reading plan. If you follow them, take the number of scriptures in each book and divide it by 365 to add them to your daily reading.

	The time you spend reading each day will depend on what version you are reading from and how much meditation and research you do. If you use the amplified version like I do, it will take you longer. Also, it will be longer if you use the references found in your Bible to study the word. Typically, it should be 15-30 minutes, plus any additional time spent in prayer.

	I provide a brief highlight for each daily Old Testament and New Testament. I pray that as you use this guide to aid in reading the Bible, you will receive a renewed passion for God’s Word and form a habit of completing the Bible-in-a-year goal. With the passing of each year, your knowledge will grow, and you will also experience hearing Holy Spirit speak the direction for your life. If you commit to this plan as part of your daily life, I promise this will impact you in ways you never even thought of.

	If you are using a physical Bible, I suggest using sticky notes to mark your place each day for each part, so you don't lose your place. They have small ones that work great, or if you use the larger ones, you can cut them into smaller pieces. I also suggest getting five bookmarkers for each part of the reading and one for this book, or four if your Bible has a string marker, so you don't lose your spot. Because the book is so thick, place your Bible on top of the open page to prevent it from closing.

	Some questions you might want to ask yourself every day:

	➢ What lesson did I learn from today’s reading?

	➢ What has my faith in Jesus cost me?

	➢ Following Jesus is more important than…

	➢ If Christ asks for my life, what does he get in return?

	So, let’s get started:

	Start each day with a prayer asking Holy Spirit for his help. I included one for each day, but you can pray however you feel you need to; start with something that feels right to you.
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Day 1—January 1st

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	Genesis 1-2

	Psalm 1

	Proverbs 1:1-3

	Matthew 1:1-12

	Genesis is a Greek word meaning “Beginning.” It is the introduction to God’s progressive self-revelation to humanity. God created the heavens and the earth in six days. The account in this book shows that our existence is revolutionary, not evolutionary.

	The Book of Psalms is a collection of songs attributed to seven authors: David, Asaph, the Sons of Korah, Moses, Heman, and Solomon. The Psalms reflect a range of feelings, emotions, attitudes, and interests. Psalms will be part of your reading plan for the whole year.

	In the Book of Proverbs, also known as “The Proverbs of Solomon,” the stated purpose of this book is to impart skillful and Godly wisdom. Wisdom is one of the names of God. Proverbs will be part of your reading plan for the whole year.

	We start in the New Testament with “The gospel According to Matthew,” the first of four Gospels. Each will have a little twist on how it was viewed or understood by the author. But they all still point to the teaching ministry of Jesus.
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Day 2—January 2

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Satan comes in the form of a serpent to deceive Eve, who then turns to her husband, Adam, to bring sin into the world. The first expression of embarrassment occurs when God appears in the garden, and Adam blames his wife. Until now, life was incredible; everything they needed was handed to them on a silver platter without any effort. Then they ruined it by not keeping God’s Word in their heart, and we see the first labor pains. God wants us to believe in his Word and trust what he says, just as any parent would.

	In chapter 4, we see the first offering, the first strife expressed, and the first murder enter the world—the beginning of the genealogy of Jesus.

	Genesis 3-4

	Psalm 2:1-6

	Proverbs 1:4-6

	Matthew 1:13-25

	NT}—An angel of the Lord, most likely Gabriel, God’s chief messaging angel, appeared to Joseph because when he found out about Mary’s pregnancy, he most likely did not believe that she was pregnant by Holy Spirit and needed confirmation from God that it was indeed him, and not that Mary was with another man.
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Day 3—January 3

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Today speaks of the generations of the offspring of Adam with an introduction to Noah. God regrets that he made man and is grieved for doing so, so he tells Noah he will destroy humanity and all creatures.

	God became disappointed in his creation because the world became degenerate, debased, vicious, and corrupt to him. As much as he wanted to give up on it all, he found hope in one man, a just and righteous man, Noah. With hope, God informs Noah that he needs to build an ark.

	Genesis 5-6

	Psalm 2:7-12

	Proverbs 1:7-9

	Matthew 2:1-12

	NT}—King Herod hears about the birth of Jesus and becomes jealous, so he sends out wise men (astrologers) to find him. We see the supernatural happening with the star that points the way to Jesus. At this point, Jesus is a young child. Verses 9 and 11 confirm by pointing out that they went into the house, not a stable. Then they were warned in a dream by God not to return to Herod, so they went back to their own country by a different route.
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Day 4—January 4

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—God tells Noah he is pleased and rewards him by allowing him and his household to be saved. This is a new beginning! Noah, his family, and all living creatures spent the following year in the ark until the waters receded, and they could walk on dry land after God shut them in and closed the door, as seen in verse 16.

	It is estimated that it took Noah between fifty-five and seventy-five years to build the ark. Noah was 500 years old when he had his third son, Japheth, and 600 years old when the floodwaters came. If we calculate the time it takes for the sons to grow to the point where they can help, the time required to draw out the plans and gather materials, and then the time needed to set up the ark with all the necessary animals, it can easily be twenty-five years or more.

	Genesis 7-8

	Psalm 3

	Proverbs 1:10-12

	Matthew 2:13-23

	NT}—God then appeared to Joseph in a dream to take his family and flee to Egypt because Herod was seeking to kill Jesus by ordering all children two years old and under to be killed. After Herod died, they went to the town of Nazareth.
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Day 5—January 5

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—God makes a covenant with Noah and his sons. He pledged that he would never flood the earth again with a sign of the rainbow to mark that pledge. Noah lived 950 years, 350 years after he finished the ark. He had three sons, and the whole earth was replenished from them. In Second Peter 2:5, we can see that it was a total of eight people.

	Genesis 9-10

	Psalm 4

	Proverbs 1:13-15

	Matthew 3

	NT}—Matthew introduces John the Baptist, a cousin to Jesus, who was a forerunner to the ministry of Jesus. John baptized many, and he had a large following. This type of baptism John performed was only through their repentance of sins. It is not the infilling of the Holy Spirit that only comes through Jesus Christ. Therefore, they all had to be baptized a second time years later.

	The first instance of being baptized with the Holy Spirit was when John baptized Jesus.
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Day 6—January 6

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—This is where we hear about the Tower of Babel. The Babylonians wanted to make a mighty city and a structure that would reach the heavens. God disrupted it by confusing the language, which at the time was only one, so they could not understand each other. The work was never completed.

	We get the genealogy of Shem, Noah’s firstborn.

	Abram is instructed to leave his country and relatives, and deception appears by the end of the chapter.

	Genesis 11-12

	Psalm 5:1-6

	Proverbs 1:16-18

	Matthew 4:1-12NT}—Satan tempts Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus uses the Word of God to push the enemy away. First, there was God’s provision: “Man shall not live by bread alone.” The second response Jesus gave was protection: “You shall not test the Lord your God.” And lastly, there is power: “You shall worship the Lord your God.”
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Day 7—January 7

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Abram tries to keep peace with his nephew by splitting up the land. He even gives Lot the option to pick the land that he wants. Abram knew the blessing God had given him and believed the word God had spoken to him for his future. Consequently, to him, it did not matter what land he ended up with; it would flourish.

	Then he turns to rescue Lot from Chedorlaomer.

	Genesis 13-14

	Psalm 5:7-12

	Proverbs 1:19-21

	Matthew 4:13-25

	NT}—Basically, this is where Jesus starts his ministry by assembling the twelve apostles, see the order, and teaching the gospel by healing every disease and infirmity that is still today.

	In verse 17, Jesus makes a powerful statement that many have used over the years; however, do people truly understand what Jesus was saying? The word “Repent” is the first word of the sentence from Jesus. He is telling us to change our minds for the better and heartily amend our ways with abhorrence of our past sins. An actual letting go!
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Day 8—January 8

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—God prophesies to Abram that the Israelites will be enslaved after he tells him his descendants will be countless, and because Abram trusted God, he believed.

	Because Sarai was barren, they lost trust and went ahead of God’s promise to start a family using Hagar, Sarai’s maidservant. Then Sarai despises Hagar and beats her, so she flees. Then God appears to Hagar and tells her to name the child Ishmael (God Hears). Ishmael was Abram’s firstborn at the age of eighty-six.

	Genesis 15-16

	Psalm 6:1-5

	Proverbs 1:22-24

	Matthew 5:1-16

	NT}—Jesus introduces his blessings to the disciples. You may know this as the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus calls us to be the light of the world, a city set on a hill for all to see.

	Who are you?

	If you are a child of God, do not put your faith under a bushel where no one can see it. But instead, let everyone know who you are. If the people around you do not know you are a Christian, it is time to remove the bushel.
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Day 9—January 9

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—God appears to Abram to say that if he would live blameless, whole-hearted, and complete, God would make a covenant with him. Abram immediately falls to his face in admiration, and then God changes Abram’s name to Abraham (father of many nations) and Sarai to Sarah (princess), and tells them they will have a son.

	We read about the Circumcision that became a covenant between God and man. And Abraham speaks to God, asking for mercy for Sodom six times, for God not to destroy it because of their vile/wicked ways.

	Genesis 17-18

	Psalm 6:6-10

	Proverbs 1:25-27

	Matthew 5:17-32

	NT}—Jesus announces that he did not come to condemn the Law (Ten Commandments) but to fulfill (complete) them. Jesus starts to break them down for the disciples, first saying that if anyone wants to enter into the kingdom of heaven, they are not to be like the scribes, who were involved in many administrative tasks and knew the law, and Pharisees, who were spiritual and political leaders of the Jewish people who imposed the religious laws, were hypocrites.
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Day 10—January 10

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—God has mercy on Lot, but because Lot’s wife disobeys the angels, she turns into a pillar of salt when she looks back as they leave Sodom. This has been used many times as an example of when God tells us to move forward, not to look back at where we were, but to look at where we are going.

	Two Angels appear in human form. And Abraham passes Sarai off as his sister for a second time.

	Genesis 19-20

	Psalm 7:1-9

	Proverbs 1:28-30

	Matthew 5:33-48

	NT}—Jesus proclaims what turned out to be one of the most quoted commandments, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” Wherefore, one may ask, how do I direct my heart to love what it should?

	1. Die to yourself, Psalm 37:4, shift your thoughts

	2. Spend time engaging with God through;

	A. Prayer

	B. Communication

	C. Scripture 

	D. Worship

	3. Actively listen for direction
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Day 11—January 11

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Sarah gives birth to Isaac, which means “laughter.” Laughter because to them, it was funny that they had a kid at their age. Abraham was a hundred, and Sarah was ninety. After some time had passed and Isaac grew, Abraham was tested by God to sacrifice his son, Isaac. Because Abraham believed in God’s Word that his descendants would be many and that God would provide a lamb, he went through with it. “Jehovah Jireh”—the Lord will provide!

	Genesis 21-22

	Psalm 7:10-17

	Proverbs 1:31-33

	Matthew 6:1-18

	NT}—Jesus continues teaching and gives a lesson on how to pray. We call this the “Lord’s Prayer.”

	We also learn that we should not be boastful in our giving. Giving to others is to be obedient to the Word, not to be a showoff. God is the rewarder of our good deeds, not man, which is why they should be anonymous. It is okay to use our giving as a teaching lesson, or even when we fast, but we must ensure our hearts are set right.
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Day 12—January 12

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Sarah dies at the age of 127 in Kiriath-Arba, in the land of Canaan, known as Hebron. She is buried in the cave of the field of Machpelah, to the east of Mamre.

	Abraham sends his servant out to find a wife for Isaac and returns with Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother.

	Genesis 23-24

	Psalm 8

	Proverbs 2:1-2

	Matthew 6:19-34

	NT}—We are called to live for another place and time. If we follow Jesus, we are on a mission away from home.

	We have two primary ways that the devil uses to attempt to destroy our souls:

	1. Eye gate

	2. Ear gate

	Today, we read about the eye gate.

	Jesus tells us to stop being anxious and worrying about our lives. But to seek his kingdom and righteousness first, all things taken together will be given to us.
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Day 13—January 13

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Abraham takes another wife, Keturah, who gives him six sons. He dies at age 175 and is buried with his wife, Sarah.

	We learn the history of Abraham’s sons.

	Genesis 25-26

	Psalm 9:1-7

	Proverbs 2:3-4

	Matthew 7

	NT}—Jesus ends the sermon on the mount, and we see another famous scripture: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (NKJV). Unfortunately, people have used it as if Jesus is living in a Jeannie jar, and if you rub it long enough, he will give you what you want. This is not how this scripture goes. Back up to the beginning of chapter 7 to line it up:

	Ask: If you are aligned with God's will, treat his creation right, and put his kingdom first, God will hear your prayers.

	Seek: Seeking his righteousness, his heart, and his will.

	Knock: What are you knocking on? Jesus! He is the door to all things.
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Day 14—January 14

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Rebekah plots a plan to deceive her husband, Isaac, so that the younger son, Jacob, would get the blessing that usually would go to the oldest son. However, because of what we read in chapter 25:23, she felt compelled to help the Lord. Then the family feud begins. Jacob leaves for Padan-Aran because of the threat from Esau.

	Esau becomes defiant of his father’s words.

	Genesis 27-28

	Psalm 9:8-14

	Proverbs 2:5-6

	Matthew 8:1-17

	NT}—Jesus comes down from the mountain and continues his ministry by healing, prophesying, deliverances, and fulfilling what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 53:4. He healed a Leper, a paralyzed boy, a fever, and many demon-possessed with a word given to him by the Father.

	The paralyzed boy was the son of a centurion, who was a Roman soldier. Most likely, he was not saved, and that is why he replied to Jesus, “Lord, I am not worthy or fit to have you come under my roof…” But he understood authority and saw the truth in Jesus through the eyes of faith.
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Day 15—January 15

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—Jacob meets his mother’s brother and family. As soon as he sees Rachel, the youngest daughter, he falls in love. He works for seven years for her hand in marriage, and then the father deceives him. Back then, the youngest daughter could not marry first, so Laban got Jacob drunk and put his firstborn, Leah, in the bedroom in place of Rachel. Thus, Jacob consummated a marriage with the wrong woman and had to work another seven years to get the one he wanted. Then Jacob returns the favor and deceives his father-in-law.

	Genesis 29-30

	Psalm 9:15-20

	Proverbs 2:7-8

	Matthew 8:18-34

	NT}—Jesus rebuked the winds and the sea, showing those with him in the boat how little their faith was.

	Faith is critical to a believer’s life!

	We also see an example in a well-known story of how spirits recognize other spirits. We walk around this planet as if we are the only ones here, because it is easy to live by sight. The Bible is clear that we are not alone in the world.
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Day 16—January 16

	Prayer: Teach me oh Lord what you want me to learn today. Help me Holy Spirit to unfold today’s daily scriptures. Amen!

	After reading question: What is God saying to me today?

	OT}—After twenty years, fourteen for his wives and six for his flocks, Jacob flees with his family to return home. Then, after Laban pursued them, the two of them built a pillar and a stone monument to symbolize their oath to each other.

	Today, we also read about Jacob wrestling with a man all night. Many scholars believe that this man was Jesus himself. This is when the Lord changes the name of Jacob to Israel (contender with God).

	Genesis 31-32

	Psalm 10:1-6

	Proverbs 2:9-10

	Matthew 9:1-19

	NT}—Jesus confronts some of the scribes about why he heals with the prerogatives of God and in the name of God.

	Matthew joins the team as the seventh disciple. What is so remarkable is that Matthew, a publican and a tax collector for the Roman Empire, did not even question Jesus’s invitation! Because Jesus chose to associate himself with wicked sinners, the Pharisees got upset, but Jesus put them in their proper place.
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