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TEAM  TALK  BY 

Ever since I was young, I have dreamt of becoming a 

professional footballer. Fortunately for me, that dream 

became a reality. However, given my love of the game, 

I know that if I hadn’t made it as a football player, as so 

many people don’t, I still would have wanted to have a job 

in football.  

Being a professional footballer, I get to work with a lot of 

people who have different roles within the game and most 

of these jobs I wouldn’t have known about if I wasn’t in the 

football world. That’s why I’m so excited to introduce 50 

Ways Into Football to you. 

There are so many exciting jobs within football and this 

book will tell you all about them and help you discover 

new ways into your favourite sport. If you love the game 

like me and want to work in football , then this is the book 

for you. 
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Whether it’s  coaching or analytics or marketing , the 

variety of jobs in the world of football is bigger than you 

think, so no matter what you’re good at there will be 

something for you! 

Whatever path you decide to take, if you work hard, 

believe in yourself and don’t give up then you will be 

successful. 

I hope you enjoy reading the book and find your dream job!

Declan Rice

DECLAN RICE






















Hi!

We’re Dan and Daniel. We’re good friends and we both LOVE 

football. And luckily, we both work in the industry too. When 

we’re not writing this book, Daniel is busy being a sports and 

football lawyer and Dan is writing lots of football novels. 

We feel so lucky to work in the game we love, and it inspired 

us to write this book for you, to show you all the brilliant jobs 

there are in the football industry. There are actually way more 

than  50 jobs in football, but we couldn’t fit them all into one 

book so we’ve just included our top  50. 

In this book, you’ll find football careers that cover all areas of 

the game from action on the pitch to the business off it, a quiz 

to help you pick your path, and lots of fun clips to look up online 

(remember to ask an  adult’s permission before you do this). 

However your mind works and no matter your skills, there will 

be someone like you working in football and so could you! Flick 

through the pages to discover how you can make football your 

future. Enjoy! 

Dan Freedman and Daniel Geey

INTRODUCTION








With so much ahead, we can’t wait 

to get cracking. 

While the excitement is high, 

let’s get going. 

We’re buzzing for what’s to come!

PRE -MATCH 

BUILD UP
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Announcing the goals to 

thousands of celebrating 

fans and playing the music 

at  half-time – all from the 

best seat in the house – 

who wouldn’t want to be 

a stadium announcer like 

Lance Cook?

What a brilliant job! How 

did you get started? 

My dad knew the person who did the 

job before me at Bristol Rovers. We 

went to see him up in the box when 

I was about fi fteen. I was massively 

into music, massively into football 

and I thought it was the coolest thing 

ever. First, I became the assistant, 

queuing the music, making sure the 

sound levels were right. Then, a few 

years later, I was lucky enough to get 

the job of being the announcer!

INTERVIEW

Reckons his job is the 

best in the world - 

maybe only second to 

being a player! 

Massive Bristol 

Rovers fan

Is also a nightclub DJ!

01

stadium announcer

LANCE 

COOK

Lance Cook

STADIUM ANNOUNCER

Bristol

Rovers FC
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KICK-OFF 

Arrive and kick things off with a 

playlist as the turnstiles open.

Start my formal introductions, 

welcoming everyone to the 

game. Then we really build up 

the atmosphere to kick-off with 

loads of music and requests.

The best bit – the teams coming 

out and me giving it big on the 

microphone!

2.30 p.m.

2.58 p.m.

3 p.m.

1.30 p.m.

MATCH-DAY 

TIMELINE

What’s your schedule on match day like?

 

A lot of prep goes into it. It doesn’t start just before the game. You spend a 

lot of time pulling together requests and information, writing the script and 

building the playlist – just making sure everything is in place. 

Then, when we get to match day, it looks like this:
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What do you say at 

half-time if the team is 

losing?

 

If we’re losing, the atmosphere 

can be interesting. It’s a massive 

responsibility because you can 

change the mood. You might get the 

music on a bit louder or you might 

say something to try to get the fans 

going, like: ‘Let’s give it for the boys! 

Forty-five minutes of non-stop 

noise!’ That helps fans to remember 

that we’re all in this together and we 

can do it. If you then hear that roar 

from the fans, it’s brilliant. 

Best and worst parts of 

the job?

 

The best has got to be that moment 

when the teams are coming out of 

the tunnel and you’re welcoming 

everyone to the match. The crowd 

are going crazy, the walk-out tune’s 

blaring and it’s just like, Yeah, this is 

why we do this. 

The worst part is obviously when 

you have a heavy defeat. The 

atmosphere isn’t so great and 

you’re helpless – those aren’t fun 

afternoons.

Would you like to be an announcer for a  

different club?

Good question. Every time Rovers score a goal, I absolutely lose it on 

the mic. It’s another really cool aspect of the job, being able to enjoy and 

elongate that goal. I don’t know if I’d be able to do that if I was announcing 

for a club that I didn’t support.

The team you love is losing 2–0, and your job is to go down to the pitch at 

half-time and get the fans revved up and ready for the second half. Could 

you be inspirational and keep the crowd’s mood high? If so, maybe you 

could be a stadium announcer!

Could YOU do it?
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Playlist for a match against your biggest rivals?

Lance’s top tips for following in his footsteps:

•  Write to your local club and show your interest. I’d always try to help if 

someone wrote to me.

•  When you go to a game, take notes. 

Figure out what’s being said and when.

•  Be yourself.

•  Be clear and concise when 

reading aloud.

•  Be prepared for all eventualities. Mistakes happen. You’re live out there 

in front of thousands of people, so you’ve just got to be prepared.

•  Ride the  rollercoaster of emotions.

•  Studying English and drama will help with the key skills of speaking, 

listening, reading, writing and performing.

GETTING THERE

‘Good luck! If you can get to be a stadium 

announcer, it's an absolute privilege. I 

wouldn't swap it for the world! ’

‘Thunderstruck’ – AC/DC, ‘Hey Boy Hey Girl’ – Chemical Brothers, 

‘Goodnight Irene’ (our club anthem) 
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When a star player goes down injured, all eyes turn to one person – 

the physio.

Caroline Woods

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

'I have a lovely photo, from our game against 

Wales, of Gareth Bale walking back into the 

changing room and I'm walking behind him 

with my little medical bag.'

Northern Ireland Men’s 

National Team
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What does a  

physiotherapist do?

My job is to support the players to be 

fully fit, physically and mentally, so 

they can perform to their very best 

on the pitch. We work closely with 

the doctor: they oversee things and 

we deliver the care.

What happens when 

there’s an injury in the 

match? 

 

I run on to the pitch. I’m mic’d up so 

I’m asking the other physio, who’s 

got the game on the iPad, ‘Can  

you see what happened? Can you 

give me a bit more detail?’ That 

can tell us what sort of injury we’re 

dealing with.

We’ll also get information from the 

player and do our own assessment. 

Then we have to make the decision 

with coaching staff as to whether 

there needs to be a substitution. It 

can be an intense situation. 

There might be a rowdy crowd or 

opposition players putting you 

under pressure. That’s why I don’t 

like it when my friends text me to 

say that they saw me on television – 

it means someone got injured.

What was your big 

break?

I got a master’s degree in sports 

medicine in Dublin and I knew 

I wanted to work in football 

but I didn’t have any football 

connections. So I wrote to 92 

clubs and I got four replies. Two 

said, thanks, but no thanks; one 

explained that they had nothing at 

the moment but would keep my 

details on file . . . and the fourth 

one was Bristol City. They said they 

needed a physio to work in the 

academy and asked me to go over 

and visit. I thought, Brilliant, I will!

I packed up my little car and off I 

went to Bristol. That was it. Once 

you get your foot in the door, 

you’re good to go.

INTERVIEW
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What’s been the highlight of your career so far?

Every time I meet up with the national team is a real privilege – but the 

highlight was defi nitely Euro 2016. Northern Ireland hadn’t qualifi ed for a 

major tournament in 30 years, so it felt like it could be a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. It was in France and we had the most fantastic base camp, and 

then just so many great moments. Rory McIlroy came into the changing 

room, which was special. We qualifi ed for the knockout stage, the Eiff el 

Tower was lit up with a big football on it . . . The whole thing was just amazing 

and I was lucky enough to be sitting  pitchside to watch it all.
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If you’d like to follow in Caroline’s footsteps, here’s her checklist of what 

you’ll need:

•  Be good under pressure. We’re dealing with players who are very 

valuable and, as well as being vital to the national team, also have 

their responsibilities to their clubs, so decision-making in those 

circumstances is key.

•  Be ready for long hours. When I meet up with the team, it’s 24/7 for 

the entire duration.

•  Be a really good communicator. You’ll need to explain your diagnosis, 

recovery timescales and treatment plans to the players, coaches and 

their clubs. Always keep those lines of communication open.

•  Be fl exible. If you’re working with a smaller team or club, you 

might not have lots of staff , facilities or equipment, so you need to 

prioritise and be prepared to put your own needs aside to support 

the players and the team.

•  Be committed and reliable. People are counting on you. In the 

medical department, there’s no room for excuses as to why you 

weren’t there.

•  Be prepared to volunteer. If I saw that someone had been sacrifi cing 

their spare time from a young age to do work experience and learn from 

other physios, they would be the kind of person I’d want on my team.

•  Enjoy it. You’re involved in sport – and it’s your job! You’re getting 

paid to do what other people would do for free. It’s pretty special.

GETTING THERE
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