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Thing a virus is

Yet in and out of doors

I’ll tell you for sure sis

Sanitize the floors

Until shiny

1

‘Aaaacthioooo! Excuse me!’ the guy on the TV apologized. He coughed a little, rummaged in his pocket, pulled out a dazzlingly white handkerchief, tidied his face and continued. ‘A second wave of the Covid 19 virus pandemic has occurred in several countries around the world within this week,’ he was saying. ‘In the last forty eight hours, two thousand new infections have been reported in countries which last reported cases of Covid 19 sixteen months ago.’ 

I noted something odd but I could not put a finger on it. What was it? Then I saw it. The man on TV had not coughed into his elbow. The new in-thing. In fact, he had coughed right into the camera! But what the heck! Then I saw the oddness of it. A man talking about the new occurrence of a Corona virus disease, failing to take the most simple of precautions, and probably spreading it right through the camera! In addition, he had no mask! The voices of the TV were background music to me as I went about combing my long afro and getting ready for the upcountry journey. I packed my things, not forgetting a mask of Batman which dad had bought me over the holiday. I knew it would come in handy when I met Chiggah and the gang up there in the countryside.  Especially for Ali Geita. That boy had become my biggest foe in the countryside and I intended to teach him a lesson.

I had tested the mask with Dan. Remember him and the Cross Customer? Dan had come to our gate and started banging it getting on my nerves. Then an idea had struck me. I had put on the mask, crept quietly to the gate and suddenly opened it! Dan had taken to his heels like he had seen a ghost! He had run right through a rubbish heap and by the time he got home, he was looking and smelling like something the cat dragged in!

I had been home for the holiday for a fortnight. The holiday itself had turned out as boring as counting fleas on the back of an old mongrel. Maybe because I was now used to the countryside where I lived with my Grands on my mother’s side. Maternal grands, I think they call them.

[image: C:\Users\user\Desktop\Jimmy Files\Covid images\IMG-20200703-WA0022.jpg]... Could I have caught it from the guy on TV? I mean, sneezes being so infectious?

‘Aaaatchooo!’ that came from the kitchen. ‘Are you through Jimmy?’ Mom’s voice followed. ‘It’s the early bird that catches the worm, you know!’

That was a favorite saying of hers, the early bird I mean. I was tempted to remind her that it is the second mouse that gets the cheese, like Grandpop usually says. I was in no hurry. I had made the journey so many times I knew it like the back of my hand. Had it not been for mum’s insistence that I was not old enough, I would comfortably have made it on my own. My only worry was how Alfie, my dog, was faring on his own in the countryside. If Grandpop had jumped into one of his high seasons again, I would find the dog as dead as the dodo. I had left the old guy in his low season. It was best for Alfie when Grandpop was this way. He lazed under the leafy mango tree in the middle of his homestead all day long taking snuff and counting butterflies. This way, he remembered to feed the dog, if he remembered anything else at all. In his high season, he barely spent a minute at home. He left early and came back late. With Grammy occupied in the many tasks of the day, Alfie was often left to his own devices. Unless I was around. 

‘Aaaatchooo!’ The sneeze got away before I could rush my mouth to my elbow. It sprayed the air around me with a milky whiteness. What the hell? Three sneezes within a minute? Maybe something was afoot. Could I have caught it from the guy on TV? I mean, sneezes being so infectious? 

‘Did I hear you sneeze Jimmy?’ mom said, appearing in the doorway with a handheld thermometer.

‘I thought I heard you sneeze too,’ I countered. ‘And that was a sneeze, not cough. They say it is the cough that one needs look out for.’

‘One can’t be too careful,’ mom said positioning the thermometer before my forehead, and then reading the gauge. ‘That seems quite ok. Are you ready? It’s time to hit the road.’

‘You didn’t take your temp mom,’ I reminded her. ‘I guess we need to be careful about everybody. Especially all those in the medicine line’

‘I’m a nurse Jimmy,’ she countered. ‘I think I would be able to tell a lot early if anything was the matter with me. Now get a jacket and let’s get rolling.’

‘This thing has been hardest on nurses and doctors,’ I insisted. ‘It’s time somebody did something about it. About them, I mean.’

‘We’ll worry about ourselves for now Jimmy. I mean, we’ll cross that bridge when we come to it,’ mom said. ‘All we ask from the rest of humanity is that it understands.’

We were soon out of the house. We got into the Mini and we were soon rolling out of the city. At the suburbs, we came across the inevitable police check. Two fat potbellied cops were on the beat and they quickly flagged us down.

‘Oh Jesus! I forgot my driving license!’ mom mouthed in frustration. ‘It’s been quite escaping my memory lately.’

The fatter of the two cops strode towards the Mini, his peaked cap pulled low over his eyes. He had a mask as blue as the sky, matching his tunic and
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