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A Welcome from Pip

Hello there! I’m Pip, a tiny ant with big adventures. You might not notice me at first, because I’m small, but that doesn’t mean I’m not busy!

Beneath the forest floor, I dig tunnels, carry seeds, and help the soil grow strong. My friends and I work together every day to keep the forest happy, healthy, and full of life. But the fun doesn’t stop there. We have plenty of adventures, too!

In this book, you’ll follow me as I explore my underground home, meet new friends, and even join The Eco Band for a very special song about the little things that run the Earth.

So come on! Wiggle through the tunnels with me, hop over the forest floor, and discover just how much the tiniest creatures can do. Don’t be surprised if you start noticing ants a little more carefully after this... because we ants have a lot to say!
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Have you ever stopped to think about the tiny creatures beneath your feet? The ones who quietly build tunnels, plant seeds, and help the forest thrive? Most of us overlook them, but they are some of the most important workers on our planet.

This book invites you to crawl into the underground world of Pip the ant, a curious, brave little ant who discovers just how much even the smallest creatures can achieve. Along the way, you’ll meet friends, explore tunnels, learn about teamwork, and see how nature depends on these tiny heroes.

With colourful illustrations, laughter, and even a song to sing along with, Pip and the World Beneath Our Feet is more than a story. It’s a celebration of curiosity, friendship, and the power of working together, no matter your size.

So, open these pages, follow Pip, and prepare to be amazed by the little things that really run the Earth.

S C Hamill / Hallgreenboy
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Chapter 1: The Busy Colony
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Deep beneath the forest floor, where roots twisted like giant snakes and the soil smelled earthy and warm, lived a tiny ant named Pip. Pip’s colony was enormous. Thousands of ants scurried through winding tunnels that branched like tree roots. Some carried crumbs bigger than their heads, others guarded the entrances, and a few carefully tended the eggs that would one day become new ants.

Pip loved the colony, but sometimes, he felt small... even in a world full of busy ants.

One morning, Pip followed a line of ants carrying shiny crumbs back to the nest. He watched as a soldier ant lifted a crumb that looked like a mountain, and a worker ant cleaned the tunnel walls with tiny brushes made from their own legs. Pip’s antennae twitched.

“Why do we do all this work?” he asked a nearby older ant.

The older ant chuckled. “Because, Pip, every ant in this colony has a job. Without us, the world above would be very different.”

Pip thought about that as he wandered down a narrow tunnel. The walls were warm and soft, and tiny grains of soil sparkled like gold in the dim light. He paused at a junction where three tunnels met. Which way should he go today? Adventure or chores? 

Just then, he heard laughter. A group of young ants were playing a game called Tunnel Tag. Pip joined them, running, weaving, and spinning around corners. Even in the busiest colony, there was always time to play and make friends. He giggled when one ant named Tiko slipped on a crumb and tumbled head over thorax.

Later, as the game ended, Pip paused to look out a tiny crack at the forest floor above. Sunlight peeked through roots, and a beetle scuttled across a leaf. Pip’s mind buzzed with questions. Could ants really affect the world above? What did the older ant mean about changing the world?

With a determined flick of his antennae, Pip made a decision. Tomorrow, he would explore beyond the colony. He would find out how these tiny creatures could do such big things. But for tonight, he curled up in his soft tunnel bed, dreaming of the world above, and the adventures that awaited him there.
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Deep underground where tunnels twist.

Pip the ant could not resist.

He watched his friends both big and small.

Each one working, giving all.

Some carried crumbs, some guarded tight.

Some cared for eggs out of sight.

But Pip felt curious, full of glee.

“What do we do that’s big like me?”
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Chapter 2: Pip’s Big Question
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The next morning, the colony hummed with energy. Ants carried food, groomed each other, and whispered secrets through the tunnels. Pip stretched tiny legs and flicked his antennae with excitement. Today was the day he would find answers.

First, he met his best friend, Tiko, who was busy rolling a shiny crumb that looked like a pebble across the tunnel. “Morning, Pip!” Tiko called. “What are you up to today?”

“I’m going to explore,” Pip said. “I want to know... what do ants really do for the Earth?”

Tiko’s eyes grew wide. “The Earth? That’s... big! But I’m coming with you!”

Together, they scampered through the twists and turns of the tunnels. They waved to the older ants, who nodded in encouragement. Some of the older ants had already guessed Pip’s plan, and they whispered, “Curious ants often find the biggest truths.”

Finally, Pip and Tiko reached a small opening near the top of the soil. Sunlight spilled into the tunnel, warming their tiny bodies. Pip poked his head out. Above them was a world full of leaves, twigs, and buzzing insects. He could see birds hopping from branch to branch and beetles digging into the soil.

“Wow,” Tiko said, eyes sparkling. “It’s huge out here!”

Pip nodded. “And we’re just tiny ants... but maybe even tiny ants can make a difference.”

As they explored, Pip noticed a seed lying near a patch of soil. He nudged it gently with his mandibles. “Look! We could move this to a better spot. If it grows there, it might become a tree!”

Tiko laughed. “Who knew moving seeds could be so exciting?”

They continued, watching ants digging tunnels, carrying food scraps, and cleaning the ground. Pip realized that every small action mattered. Ants didn’t just live. They built, planted, and cleaned the world above, one tiny step at a time.

By the end of the day, Pip and Tiko were tired but happy. Pip looked at the colony in the distance, thinking of all the ways tiny ants could make a huge impact. He flicked his antennae and whispered, “Tomorrow, we’ll discover even more... and maybe learn how we really run the Earth.”
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“Why do we work?” Pip asked that day.

While Tiko bounced in a playful way.

They climbed to sunlight, warm and bright.

Exploring tunnels with pure delight.

Every crumb and seed they saw.

Made Pip wonder, filled with awe.

Even tiny ants like them.

Could shape the world, a hidden gem.
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Chapter 3: The First Journey
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The next morning, Pip woke to the soft hum of the colony. The tunnels were warm, the soil smelled sweet after last night’s rain, and tiny beams of sunlight slipped through cracks in the forest floor. Today, Pip and Tiko were going on their first real journey above ground, and their antennae quivered with excitement.

“Are you ready?” Pip asked.

“As ready as an ant can be!” Tiko chirped.

The two friends carefully climbed through a narrow tunnel that led to the forest floor. The sunlight was dazzling, and everything seemed enormous. A fallen leaf looked like a giant umbrella, a pebble was taller than Pip, and a beetle clattered across the soil like a huge rolling rock.

“Whoa,” Tiko whispered. “Everything’s so... big!”

Pip nodded, feeling tiny but brave. “But even small ants like us have work to do.”

Their first discovery came quickly. A dry seed lay on the dirt. Pip nudged it gently with his mandibles. “We can move this to a better spot. Look! If it grows there, it might become a tree someday.”

Tiko giggled. “Who knew moving seeds could be so important?”

As they ventured farther, they met a friendly earthworm named Wiggly. Wiggly wriggled through the soil, loosening it and leaving tiny tunnels behind. “Hello, little ants!” Wiggly said. “You know, your tunnels help me too. We all work together to keep the soil healthy!”

Pip’s antennae twitched in surprise. “So even tiny ants like us help creatures bigger than
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Even tiny creatures
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community has a role
to play.
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Exploring new places
can show us how even

small actions make a
big difference.
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