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CHAPTER ONE: THROUGH CHRIST (OUR MEDIATOR)
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The idea of having to go through official channels seems to give us the impression of remoteness - as when we demand to see the manager! We get frustrated when we can’t go directly to the person in charge. But nothing could be further from the truth when, in the Bible, we read about going through Jesus Christ to God. The remoteness was our own doing: the gulf between God and man was caused by human disobedience. It’s in Jesus Christ that God becomes accessible to us - it’s in Jesus Christ that God makes himself available to us. Our access to God is through Jesus Christ, his Son. As we read the early verses of Romans chapter 5, look out for the number of times the word ‘through’ (Greek: ‘dia’) is used:


“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand ... But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation” (Romans 5:1-11 NASB).



The word ‘through’ occurs 6 times in that reading from Romans 5, a section which emphasizes that our access to God is based on the perfect life of Jesus Christ surrendered to God on the cross, and beyond that, it’s also based on Jesus’ life now. For it tells us that the preservation of our earthly lives in service for the Lord is based upon his heavenly resurrection life of service as he appears in the presence of God for us. Our souls are saved by his death, and our lives of service are saved by his life above.

The two ideas presented there in Romans chapter 5: those of Jesus coming out from God to reveal God to us by his going to the cross, and of his returning to heaven to appear before God for us there, draw our attention to the two aspects of his work as the mediator between God and us. It’s a work that’s uniquely his, for the apostle Paul wrote in his first letter to Timothy: “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Timothy 2:5,6).

This work of being a mediator is like a two-way street. Let’s try to explain more about its two aspects by thinking of the actions of speaking and representing. God has spoken to us finally through Jesus Christ, and we speak to God through Jesus Christ. He’s the one and only mediator, and both the role of apostle and high priest are his. Jesus Christ came from heaven to earth as the great apostle so that he might represent God to us; and he returned to heaven after his death and resurrection so that he might represent us to God. 

In the Old Testament, there was a school of prophets and a family of priests. Through the succession of the prophets God communicated his message to his people; and by means of the system of priests the people were able to draw near to God. The word for ‘priest’ in the Bible seems to come from the idea of ‘mediating in religious services’. The priest was the people’s representative before God, just as the prophet was God’s representative to them.  Now the Jews would usually regard Moses as the greatest of the prophets; and perhaps they would look to Aaron as being the greatest of the priests – certainly he was the first in the line of priests established at the time of his brother Moses – but the New Testament letter written to the Hebrews was written to Jewish converts to assure them that Jesus was far greater than both Moses and Aaron! Both offices – that of prophet and that of priest – were combined in Jesus. Let’s remind ourselves as to how that letter begins:


“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they” (Hebrews 1:1-4).



This is one of the Bible’s most wonderful descriptions of the Lord Jesus in all his divine majesty. Later in the same letter (Hebrews 12:24; see also Hebrews 7:22), he’s referred to as a mediator: the mediator of a better covenant, it says – better than the one Moses mediated (Galatians 3:19).  The law came through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17). And yet, even here in those tremendous opening words of Hebrews chapter 1 which we’ve read, we can already trace the theme of Christ as mediator – of how, while on earth, he was God’s spokesperson to us; and how, now that he’s back in heaven, he’s our spokesperson to God. 

Yes, God has spoken to us in His Son, we’re told in Hebrews chapter 1. Many Bible translations give the wording as God speaking in His Son to us; but others translate it as God speaking to us ‘through’ or at least by Jesus Christ – which very much relates to the thought of Christ as our mediator.  The prophets were merely agents of God’s communication, his revelation - human instruments which God used. But it’s altogether different when it comes to God’s Son, Jesus. It’s God himself, as Son, who’s speaking. For we’re told that Jesus is the ‘express image’ of the Father. 

The word ‘image’ was quite a colourful one: in those New Testament days, it was used to describe the impression that a die or stamp might make in soft wax or on a coin. The idea was of two things being individually or personally distinct but yet completely equivalent, just as the Father and His Son. We still sometimes use a hand stamp. Once it’s inked, it can be used to print an address on a leaflet for distribution. Anyone who’s ever done this quickly realizes that any mark on the stamp is faithfully reproduced on the paper. That’s the idea here. There’s nothing in the Father that’s not in the Son - and vice versa, speaking of their essential nature or character. What this is proclaiming is the clear message that God’s Son, Jesus, bears all the characteristic marks of deity.

Not only does He bear all the distinguishing features of deity, but He bears, or upholds ‘all things by the word of his power’. When Moses, back in the book of Numbers chapter 11, complained to God that he couldn’t bear all the people alone, it was the equivalent word to the one used of Jesus Christ. Definitely, a greater than Moses is here! But He who bears all the distinguishing marks of deity; He who bears all things on his almighty shoulders, once bore our sins in his body on the tree of Calvary! For we read “he ... by himself, purged our sins”. Amazing grace!

Finally, in this introduction, we’re told He’s now seated in heaven. Four times, in fact, the letter to the Hebrews emphasizes He’s seated with God on high (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2) – in heaven where He’s now become the High Priest on behalf of all God’s people. That returns us to the matter we’ve been tracing: that of Jesus as the mediator between us and God. “He ... made purification of sins” (see Hebrews 10:11,12). Now as priest in heaven, Jesus applies the value of His own sacrifice on earth in bringing us to God, for example as a worshiping people. 

So, indeed, Jesus the mediator, through whom God has spoken in these last days, is a greater prophet than Moses; and, now in resurrection, as seated with God on high with all His sacrificial work on earth completed, He’s a greater priest than Aaron. He came out to lead us in - what a mediator! God has spoken to us through Him
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