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The rise of the end-time remnant
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What is this end-time remnant? It is the true Bride on the earth; therefore, the sons and daughters who seek God, who follow Him, and who uphold God’s values, ways, and will as established in the eternal Kingdom. Yes, the dawn rises of God’s end-time remnant, those who are humble, pure in spirit, and who are called to free the lost from the clutches of darkness through the Blood of Jesus.

They are born for a time like this. Born to fight. Born to worship. Born to usher in the last and greatest reformation, which will see a return to the truth of God! God is seeking His true worshippers who walk in love, truth and honesty, seeking no glory but only His will. The Lord is raising those who have a heart and a voice for the Kingdom. He is raising an army that refuses to be silent, who will not flinch in times of trial or tribulation, will not shy away when faced with evil and who will not compromise His Truth. They are rising in the earth because the King is coming; there is a harvest to be collected.

Such an army is right now being formed on the earth, the remnant that will arise out of the ruins of religiosity and carnality. They are like the 7000 faithful who God said to Elijah refused to bow the knee before Baal. Yes, this is a dangerous remnant, filled by the Spirit of God, for they will be like the first apostles and disciples. They are dangerous because they are not unsettled by Baal, do not fear man, and laugh along with God, who loves His enemies. They are dangerous because they love the truth, and they know the battle belongs to God.

These are indeed glorious days of the movement of the Lord.  These are the days to arise, to awake and heed the Lord’s call.  Come all from the valleys, from the mountains, over the rivers, out of the dark, out of slavery, to heed the Lord and to praise Him. Praise the Lord, oh my soul; praise Him, for the Lord establishes His Kingdom to reign eternal and true.  Let the watchmen, the obedient and the faithful and the true arise with a song and a hope in the strength of the Spirit. For this is the remnant who loves the Lord above all else!  

The Lord is calling, establishing foundations, restoring order, calming the waves of fearful notions and setting the spiritual captive free. Come one and come all, for the harvest is here – shall we reap the lost or shall we weep for lack of gain? These are the days for the spiritual fire to fall as in the days of Elijah, when the Lord sifts and refines His Bride while declaring Himself Lord and King. Yet by fire and Spirit, He will shake all things, every foundation and stronghold and every altar and every word and every deed that stands against Him. 

These are the days of the outpouring to birth rivers of life – spiritual rivers within the darkened soul and the caged mind. These are days of purification, refinement and revival for a time and a season. This is a time for the birth of His glory within His Bride. A time and a season have been granted to gather the Harvest until the one of lawlessness comes. This is the time and season for His power and might to flow for His manifested glory, for His manifested presence and for Him to turn us back to His heart in an intimate embrace.

These are such days where He is reminding His people who He is – He is the only and true Living God, and He should be our only hope, strength, life and joy. There is no other, and only in Him can we trust, for He is faithful and true. He reminds us that we exist for He exists, and He is the essence and the existence of all. Why then shall we doubt or fear the terrors of the night or the burdens of the world? For in Him is the liberty and glorious eternal promise of freedom.

The Lord remains active and seated on the Throne. He is moving, seeking those who will follow Him and not merely a religion. What more can we say except that all toil and labour and effort and achievements in this world fade to dust and pass into a distant memory, for all that remains and is of worth and effort is that we are remembered by the Lord eternal. We may conquer lands, invade empires, build bridges, be glorious in thought and deeds, yet it fades with the passing of summer to winter, over time and age, over blossom and harvest time, from springs to ice caps, yet all that is important is when we lay down to sleep the deep sleep that out of the darkness, a waking occurs where we hear our name being whispered to awaken unto His presence.  Shall we not, through humility and a sound resolve of being a servant, strive to please the Master and make a contribution to the eternal empire where the sun never fades, instead of striving to impress our vanity and ego upon this world?

What then can we say except that we are made in spirit to return unto spirit, to strive to be rid of the temporary, to rise above the mundane, to soar in the liberty of the Spirit so that we may seize the eternal magnitude of being given life – a life bound by a deep sense of belonging to divinity and a paradise prepared unto us. After all the striving and toil, all that remains is the truth that we have been created by divinity, destined to be returned unto divinity, where all earthly striving for knowledge, understanding, and wisdom collapses like a soldier weary from the battle.

What then can be said that we must work in faith and in the Spirit to be free, to be liberated, to be reborn, to rise, to awake from our slumber and to embrace the Lord? Shall we then not all seek His glory and majesty, for is He not enough? Shall we then not let go of the chains that bind and together arise in the splendour of the freedom that was paid for by Blood? For in Him, and His glorious Son and the glorious Spirit, there abides a rest and the abounding and ever eternal peace and joy – a joy and peace beyond human comprehension or beyond human understanding.

He is the Living God who holds man in His right hand. There is none like Him, for there is no other. Only those who seek Him and yearn and long for Him as their hope and delight, and only those who take refuge in Him and who seek Him as their strength, shall see the Promised Land.

For this will be a remnant of ‘dark horses’, those who have been deemed to be nobodies, who have been judged as we judge a book by the cover, those who have been ridiculed, mocked, dismissed, laughed at and who apparently will amount to nothing. Watch out for these ‘dark horses’. Those who shake the gates of hell are those who burn for God, who yearn for His Presence and who will not relent in serving God. They will be like the two witnesses of Revelation 11 for they have the power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy, and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.

They will be those without fancy degrees, titles or even ‘impressive’ credentials. God is not interested in that, for He is interested in our hearts, our minds, and our willingness to serve, to yield, submit, surrender and seek His beauty and glory of His splendour above all else. It is they who agree with Paul, who wrote in “Galatians 1:11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Some will say as Paul did in 2 Corinthians 11 that “even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge” (verse six). They will speak as God leads, for their words are anointed just as when a lump of hot coal touched and purified the lips of Isaiah.

These are the young and the old, for what matters is boldness and faithfulness. They are relentless, fearless and devoted to God, like a young Timothy. Paul spoke of being filled with joy because of Timothy’s genuine faith (verses 4, 5). He also encouraged Timothy to “13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus,” and “1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” God is calling for a remnant who holds onto the faith, who seeks purity, and who shall not be moved by the opinions or the narratives of this world!

Romans 8 says, “19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.” Watch out for the true Bride, for this is the royal priesthood of 1 Peter 2!

The remnant will rebuild the ruins of God’s watchtowers and the walls of his Kingdom as they declare liberty to the captive and freedom for the broken-hearted. They move in the power of the Spirit to declare the Gospel of the Kingdom! They are rising for the Lord calls them to become lions in the spirit to move in the power of God. For the power of God does not move because of man’s supposed intellect, wisdom, status or fortune. It moves where the disciples yield in submission to the divine touch of God, abiding in His holy presence to be a vessel for His glory.

God knows the true remnant. He sees and He alone empowers and equips as He did with Paul, Joseph, Moses and many others. God is looking for the brave, the courageous, the bold, and those who seek Him as the true and only king. Watch out for the dangerous remnant, says God, for they will be the greatest messengers and servants for God in these last and perilous days.

For the Spirit of the Lord is moving across the world, interrupting lives, uprooting, shaking, breathing life for the time of the great harvest is here and the great separation of the weed and the wheat. This is the time of the great outpouring, of the fire of revival, but also the fire of judgment. For look, the Lord who holds the winnowing fork in His hands, He who baptises in fire, stands by the door and He knocks! For the heavens declare His Glory, and He calls His sons and daughters to arise. For such a time is upon us now, for those who look at the cross and behold Him shall surely be washed by the Blood, sealed by the Spirit and redeemed!

David Wilkerson, in his 1973 prophecy, saw the rise of the apostate church and the rise of the remnant. Regarding the apostate church, he saw it as a union that would start as a cooperative charity program, and it would end in a political union. This visible super world church, he said, would be spiritual in name only, freely using the name of Jesus Christ, but would in fact be antichrist and political in many of its activities.

Praise the Lord, he also saw the rise of another ‘super church’ during the end-times. Instead of being political like the first church, this one would have almost no political power. Instead, they would be filled with supernatural power. Instead of speaking out openly and visibly like the first church, the second church would be silent on social issues and would operate invisibly to the world, even going underground to avoid severe persecution. Wilkerson saw great persecution against this church; however, the same persecution that forces them to go underground would also cause them to unite and draw closer to the Lord. The prophecy declared that in God’s supernatural power, they would boldly proclaim the gospel throughout the world.

According to Wilkerson, the supernatural, invisible church would be a union of deeply spiritual followers of Jesus Christ, bound together through the Holy Spirit and mutual confidence in Christ and His word.

This supernatural church of true believers will include Catholics and Protestants of all denominations, young and old, black and white, and people of all nations. Glory to God, it was shown to Wilkerson how these believers will be less concerned about denominational ties and more concerned with an emphasis on the coming of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit will bring them together as one people in all walks of life.

Wilkerson mentioned that while this visible super church (apostate) gains political power this invisible body of believers will grow tremendously in spiritual power.

Glory to God, this is the remnant! This is the tribe of warriors who remain to be quiet! For this army surely walks in the steps of the Shepherd – He who is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world was laid. It is He who is the Lion of Judah that returns with the hose of heaven. He calls for the ‘dangerous’ and the ‘fearless’ to come forth, for they will shake even the foundations of the earth. God is calling forth the faithful remnant, liberating them from religious systems, programmes and agendas to be true worshippers in spirit and truth. For in the process of liberation – a release of bondages and yokes - they will again know who God is and serve with a pure heart.

Indeed, the Lord is calling for sons and daughters who seek no recognition, award, reward, praise or applause. For they are like John the Baptist, eager, hungry, willing and ready to serve.  These are the ones who have a true heart of the Kingdom and will cry repent, for indeed the coming of the Lord is upon us! For such sons and daughters of the Kingdom will prepare the way of the Lord. They shall make straight the paths of the Lord! They shall declare His holiness, His righteousness, and they shall not shy away from the cross, mock the Blood, for they are sold out, they are ready, they are willing, and they have bent their knee to the true Lord and King. They shall remain standing in the storm, they shall remain standing when the mountains shake, and they shall remain standing when the world flees to hide from the majesty of the Lord! For those who speak in His Voice know it is not about them, but about the Lord! It is not about their pleasure, gain, truth, plans, or dreams, but it is about the plan, purpose and truth of the everlasting Kingdom!

Understand says the Lord, there are many like John the Baptist who for a while and a season have been in the wilderness, crying out, struggling, suffering, sacrificing and hoping for a better day. But take heart, says the Lord, for the remnant is untamed by religion or traditions. They are wild for God, and they are ready to gallop. For out of the wilderness they will come, no more hidden but revealed, but unveiled, for as Lazarus came out of the tomb, so the Lord cries to His manifested sons and daughters to embrace the light of His Glory! Yes, they will run and not grow weary, and they shall walk and not grow faint.

How they love the Lord, His Word and His Kingdom! Yes, they yearn for God day and night, for they have been revived. The Lord says I will lead them as I led Israel by a pillar of fire and cloud. The Lord shall separate the light from the dark, and He will reveal the glory of His majesty and divinity.  God will let their voices be heard! Yes, servants of God who are burning with the Spirit and who rejoice that the Word is like a fire in their bones. I will let their hearts burn for Me, says the Lord! Watch out for the remnant, for soon they gallop and run free to shine the light of the eternal hope of glory.

The Lord seeks those who, like John, sacrificed it all, who lost themselves for the sake of His Glory and laid it all down to gain the great honour of beholding the Lord in His Glory. For John’s obedience, toiling for years in the wilderness, he was allowed to baptise Jesus Himself! Yes, there is a great reward for those who seek the Lord above all, no matter the cost or the price. The Lord calls for dedication, perseverance and endurance in faith.

For the Lord says many people have for a time been walking in the wilderness, crying out for the Kingdom is at hand, their hearts burning with truth and with holy fire, yet their voices have gone unnoticed. For many will feel this wilderness is too harsh, the journey too long, and it too difficult to tread, all the while your voice is not being heard, but take heart, for a time will come that those who speak in His Spirit shall be heard. Yes says the Lord, they shall be heard. My true sons and daughters say the Lord shall be heard, and their voices will not go unnoticed!

Many voices are crying out in the wilderness – crying out God’s Truth in Spirit – yet many are not listening, but the time shall come. Yes, it will come says the Lord! Like in the days of John, now is the time to remain steadfast, to remain true to the Lord and true to His message and His Truth. For out of the wilderness they will come, no more hidden but revealed, but unveiled, for as Lazarus came out of the tomb, so the Lord says Come forth, His sons and daughters, come out of your wilderness and embrace the light of His Glory!

John came proclaiming the truth of the Kingdom – not the truth of any church or of man. It was the message from the King Himself. The Lord is raising those who speak with the heart of the Kingdom and who speak the message of the King. This is not a message that will glorify any church group or denomination, but a message that glorifies God and that will raise the Bride out of the ashes of religion and man-made mediocrity, tradition and culture. It is they who walk in His glory, and who seek not glory. It is they who seek the treasures of heaven, not the riches of the earth. It is they who move in the Spirit, who are led by the Spirit and who fear not man but fear God.

John was not a rich man. He was not adorned. He did not live in a luxury house. His ministry was only for a short while, but during all the trials, he remained faithful. For he understands the Kingdom is not of wealth, prosperity, riches, fame, popularity, self-enrichment, or self-glorification, but the Kingdom is about the Lamb who died for all to be saved, and he knew this was a Kingdom of power that will set free those who believe from the tyranny of darkness here on earth and forever more! The Gospel is the truth of the eternal King, who has laid down His life so that all who believe will be saved.

This is the Kingdom!  This is the Gospel for which John died and he defended. The Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus preached. A Kingdom Gospel of life. Not a gospel of buildings, status, appraisal, religion, or agendas. It was the Gospel of a King who would shed His Blood so that mankind may be free from its fallen ways and from the ways of the devil. For this Gospel, John braved the wilderness – alone and for a long time. He lived in solitude, and he lived by eating locusts and honey because he was consumed by the Gospel of the Kingdom. He knew his purpose and was driven by nothing else.

What does the Kingdom mean to us? Is it a Gospel that we will die for, no matter the cost or the sacrifice, or is this a mere Gospel of self-gratification, of self-accumulation and self-worth? Listen to the Lord. He is raising men like John the Baptist, who lived for nothing else but the King of Heaven, and he lived for nothing else than the truth of such a Gospel.  Listen. God is raising men and women with the singular vision and determination of John. They will not back down. They do not seek to be pampered. They realise this is not about fortune, fame or riches. They can only speak to a few, and their ministry may be short-lived, but they know it is about faithfulness, obedience and their love for the King!

And the Lord says I will lead them out of the wilderness! I will lead them and I will let their voices be heard! I will them their words burn with fire! I will let their hearts burn for me! Seek not the ways of the world, but seek only the Lord. Seek Him only! For John lived a humble life, so the Lord calls for humility, He calls for sacrifice, He calls for utmost dedication, for our God is an all-consuming fire and He is a jealous God!

For look says the Lord, they are coming out of the wilderness! They are coming – the ignored, the trodden, the dismissed, the scared, the bruised and the broken – they are coming to speak and to speak the word of God. Repent cries the Lord, repent, for the Kingdom of God is in hand!

The remnant is coming says the Lord. They are coming. They are not adorned with riches, with fame or splendour, but look, they wear the mantle of God, and listen, for their words will shake the very foundations of God and their words will shake the very foundations of the heart of man. They come to profess the Kingdom, to profess the truth of the king and they come in the power of the Spirit for the Kingdom of God is one of power!

Ignore their voice says the Lord if you wish, but what they speak shall come to pass and there shall be no delay! And My power says the Lord shall be with them and all shall know these are my servants who have chosen Me, no matter the cost. For they know the voice of their King, for they have turned their ears to His calling, and they have obeyed and they have followed. Hallelujah! For they come in the power of God. Men, women and yes says the Lord, even children will speak with His voice. They are coming, and every rock shall shake and mountains shall quake and the heavens will declare God’s Word will split the foundations.

A quickening! A quickening! There is a quickening of the Spirit as the Lord will birth His Bride in Glory and by the Blood of the Lamb. For those who come with His voice shall be quickened by the Spirit, burning with holy fire, for they seek not the mantle of the world or the mantle placed on them by man, but the hand of God and God alone. For even now says the Lord, many are burdened by the mantles of this world, and there are many mantles of burden in the churches, so it is time to cast away these mantles, to cast away one’s crown of self-glory to seek the glory of the King.

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. He is raising up an army that speaks of the Kingdom. With them comes great baptism. In water. In Spirit. In divine fire. For they come, for whom have they but God? They serve no other, they seek no other god or riches, but they seek only His Kingdom.

God is calling for a relentless remnant. Those devoted to prayer, and to see god’s light shine in the darkness! What is right must be upheld. What is wrong must be exposed. Idolatry should have no place in our lives or homes. We must not flinch in the face of danger, even though around every corner we may face monstrous darkness, lurking predators and wolves in sheep's clothing. Be relentless says God! Keep the faith, stay on the path, walk by faith and burn in His holy fire. How we need to yield and submit to God! How we need to surrender more than ever to the Spirit of God so that we are overwhelmed by His holy presence. For then we shall remain standing, strong in His might, and strong in His glory. 

The hymn, Sent the Fire by William Booth, is my prayer in such a time where God is calling for His sons and daughters to arise for truth, to stand up for the liberty of Christ and to again share the whole counsel of God as intended and taught by Jesus our Lord and only true Saviour of a world hell-bent of destruction. We must seek the fire so that we may burn for Him and so that we may truly become relentless to His Glory!

The prophet Jeremiah often did not want to speak the word of God because it was hard and difficult. But then we read the following in Jeremiah 20, at the same time while he is lamenting his calling: It says the following: “Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.” Praise God! No matter what Jeremiah was going though, he could NOT keep silent because the Word of God burned in his heart and burned in his bones. After all, our Lord is an all-consuming fire. Jeremiah 23:29 says: "Is not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

God’s Word is like fire. And God wants His Word to burn like fire in us! Yes, the remnant in the end times will burn for God! They will only speak His truth, and they will not relent! They will not back down! For those in the prophetic, they will know it is impossible to keep silent when God speaks for such is the power of conviction. Yet this applies not only to the prophetic. Is the Word of the Lord burning like a fire in your heart and bones? Such will be the remnant, for the remnant shall burn with the spirit and with the Word of God. For the Scriptures speaks about what the heart is full of will overflow out of the mouth. If we are full of the Lord, and the Lord is a consuming fire, and His Word like a fire, then surely the fire of His Word must rest upon our lips and burn within us! It is time for the fire of His Presence, the fire of His Truth, the fire of His Words and the fire of the Spirit to again burn in our hearts and bones! Glory to God! Yes, Lord, let there be a cry, LIGHT THE FIRE AGAIN!

This is a remnant that will resist fear, self-pity, self-righteousness and carnality. God wants us, the true sons and daughters, to BURN for Him so that the world may see our God as a God who is alive and who is powerful and true! It is time for the fire of God to burn again in our bones UNTIL WE ARE LIKE JEREMIAH WHO CRIES ‘BUT EVEN IF I WANT TO BE SILENT AND I CAN NOT BE SILENT BECAUSE OF THE FIRE OF THE LORD THAT BURNS WITHIN!’ We are living in times of great idolatry, falseness, deception, compromise, apostasy and rebellion. The question is, do we remain silent or is the fire of God burning so that we cannot remain silent? Do we burn for Him even if we run the risk of being ridiculed, mocked and persecuted? Do we seek to be popular or to be a vessel of honour for the Lord?

Lord, let it burn. Lord, let Your Word burn in our bones. Let it burn. Let us be ablaze for You. Let us be on fire for you. No compromise. No stepping back, but we shall stare in the cold gaze of the enemy and not flinch. We shall stare into the eyes of the Goliaths and not back down. For we are redeemed and the Lord is an all-consuming fire!

We can no longer be silent, no matter the cost or the price. We can no longer be silent as this world burns with rage, hate, rebellion and iniquity. We can no longer be silent as the world burns with the fire of hell, slipping deeper into damnation. It is time to speak up, speak out and declare God’s Word, God’s Truth and God’s love in the midst of the furnace and in the den of lions. We can no longer be silent ... we can no longer compromise, or bow the knee to a world that is crippled with anxiety, fear, stress and carnality. We need to rise up, let His light shine, and declare His truth even when the world defies the Great I AM. For even in the times of storms, or in the times of captivity, or in the times of blessings, or in the times of calamity, let us speak out, and let the fire burn in our bones to the glory of God!

This is indeed the end-time season of threshing and of sifting, says the Lord. The Lord will expose all and bring all things wicked and deceitful into the light. There is a mighty move of the Spirit for God's people to operate in glory, but so many will find themselves on sand that will turn to mud as the flood of the Lord cleanses and purifies. Alas, some believe they are on the unmovable Rock of Jesus, who will find this is a false reality - it is the time to stand in Spirit and Truth on the true Rock that smashes the dominion of the devil. For a fire burns from heaven, purging the barren branches. A fire burns to raise up the warriors of the Lord, BUT this calls for abandonment unto God and a yearning to lay it all down. So many will fall for they stand on clay and dirt as the Lord roars and shakes, bringing Babylon to its knees.

Repentance and humility are key. Seek Him and seek His Truth for the devil deceives the whole world. Stand, stand and fight the good fight in His Glory! O, such a move from the Lord to shatter the darkness. Walk in His Glory to see strongholds fold.

This is indeed the time for the true disciples to arise. Those who are bold and mighty in the Lord, those who are baptised and led by the Spirit. Disciples burning with Shekinah fire, and who walk in the truth of Acts 5 (verse 29) that one ought to obey God rather than men. Indeed, these are disciples who speak not like the scribes, but in the authority of God. They speak by God’s wisdom, knowledge and understanding and foolishness is not found on their lips. Glory to God, they shall fight for the soul of the church, glorifying and praising Jesus for they shall have no other king but Jesus! They seek only the will of God on earth as in heaven.  

Jan Hus, the Reformer, once said: “Therefore faithful Christian, seek the truth, listen to the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, speak the truth, adhere to truth and defend truth to the death. For the truth will set you free from sin, the devil and the destruction of the soul, and ultimately from eternal death, which is eternal separation from God’s grace and the joy of salvation.” Indeed, we can stand for the truth and defend it when God’s fire of conviction burns within us! A fire that will not yield to the ways of the fallen world, the seductions of the devil.

Believers of the Lord, we must seek the fire of God’s Spirit! We must yearn for it! We must desire the presence of God. How hungry are you to dwell with God, to move in His glory? The fire of God is a fire of love, purity and power. We need His fire every day of our lives. We need it to overcome, to endure, to stand strong and to prosper in spirit, soul and body to the glory of God.

We need to remember that there is a fire, a fire of love that also burns for us. Did you know that God’s heart burns with a blazing love for you? This is the reality of John 3:16, of the cross and the empty tomb! Everything God did from the beginning of time to the end of all things as we know it is for His creation to be reconciled unto Him. That is an awesome and amazing love! It is love that never changes, for God is constant, consistent and unfailing. A love that remains as so clearly spelt out in Romans 8. A love that is waiting to turn your life upside down. Ask God for His fire. Ask Him for this blaze of His love. Make it the most important prayer of your life: “Father, give me Your blazing fire of love. Let me be filled with that fire. Let me be on fire with you by the Spirit of God. Yes, Lord, sent the fire to burn in me!”

Yet, we need to be hungry for such a fire. We need to hunger and yearn to receive this fire in our hearts, the burning love of God, His burning presence, and His burning holy touch so that we shall be ignited by love to love more and to walk in holiness. By such fire, we will be changed to reach the world. This fire is stronger than death. This fire is more beautiful than life itself. This fire is more intense than anything that exists. Ask God for His fire to burn by the Spirit, for it is the baptism by the Spirit. Such fire comes from complete yielding and submission unto God.

Without the fire of God, you live without true life, without passion. Without the fire of God you have religion, human wisdom derived from the Bible and insights that appear to be godly but which do not result in the power of God. It is empty. It sounds nice, but it doesn’t change lives. It doesn’t heal the sick. It doesn’t set the possessed free. It doesn’t help the suffering. We need the fire to be changed and to change lives! It is the fire of Pentecost that birthed the Church! Yes, the fire of God changed Jerusalem into a place of fire on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was poured out. How the Pentecost fire has been setting hearts aflame for God for hundreds of years! We need the presence of God! How we need the fire of God to burn intensely. The fire of God still lights up the hearts of people worldwide, and it changes them more than anything else.

The reality is that the blazing fire of God’s love captures your heart and sets you on fire for the salvation of other people. For the fire that burns in God’s heart should burn in us. How we need to be so on fire with love that consumes what is evil, love that moves like a whirlwind of compassion and commitment. Fire also cleanses. It purifies, for it burns away your self-fabricated image. Fire humbles you. Fire strips away the ragged garments, consumes the dirt, and leaves you cleansed and free, so Jesus can clothe you with His humble garments. Fire is what we need. Ask for the fire of God.  

With words alone, you will never reach the people who are lost. You can caress the carnal mind and intellectual, religious, hypocrisy of the sinful man, but that will not help anyone. We need the power of God. We need His Presence. We need His fire to shatter strongholds and set the captives free!

Think about the parable of the virgins who had their beautifully polished Christian oil lamps with them, but only a few of them also had the oil that could make the FIRE burn. Scriptures say that at that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the Bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.” (Matthew 25:1-4). Some were ready, on fire, and some had grown cold. Is your oil lamp empty? Or are you on fire for God? Ask for the oil so your fire can burn. Seek the Lord, yearn for Him, for only you can fellowship with Him! How the Lord desires true intimacy.

How easily do we not quench the fire because of our carnality, because we are so busy and we are so preoccupied with our lives and problems? Yet when we lay it all down, deny ourselves and carry the cross, we shall learn true yielding and submitting unto God. For then, the fire shall come, the fire shall burn, for the fire destroys our pride and ego. For God is in the fire of humility, in gentleness and kindness. For God is a loving God. His love is fire. God is pure fire, real fire. How we need to be changed by that fire! Yes,  Lord, burn through our pride and defences with your consuming fire. Make us real, Lord. Make us blaze with Your fire, Lord.  Fill us, Lord, in the eternal fire of your love.

How we need to constantly seek God’s fire. We need to hunger and thirst for the word of God. We need to pray earnestly and all the time. We need to live a life of holiness and complete obedience to God. Yes, how we need to have a great desire for the return of the Lord. How we need a true, real and steadfast faith in God. To burn for God we need to love sacrificially. We cannot merely submit today and not tomorrow, for it will be like a flame that flickers for a while but is quenched or put out by the dust of life. Every day we need a new fire. The world is seeking fire. The world is seeking love and authenticity. The world is seeking passion, answers, and hope. The world is seeking the power that frees and heals and delivers from the swamps of darkness. So seek Him.

Of the Lord we read in “Ezekiel 1: 27 Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” This description shows that God consists of fire! His body is fire. That is why fire is so important. The fire is His presence.  So seek the fire. Yearn for His presence. And from sunrise to sunset, burn for God! Such will be the hunger in the remnant.

1 Peter 5:10: But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

It is only by God’s might, glory and presence that we are settled, established and perfected to walk in His ways, His will and glory. 

Thus, this calls for the Lord our God to lead us ultimately, daily, according to His good and perfect will. Thus we are taught to pray in Matthew 6 for the Lord’s will to be done on earth as it is heaven. We are urged to first seek His Kingdom, for our story should be Kingdom-focused, driven and inspired. As we do so when God pens our last chapter and our last word, we shall be found in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:12, 21:27). If we completely yield to the Lord, submitted unto His divinity, He shall indeed grant us the grace and the mercy to run the course and finish our race as God designed and ordained.

God’s intention is for us to grow into the fullness of His glory, the fullness of His majesty and nature, and thus to come to the perfection of His will. Such will be the nature of the remnant. Ephesians 4 speaks of the saints coming to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (verse 13), and that “by speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love (verse 15, 16). We can only know the fullness of God, His love, His truth and glory when we allow God to be the author and finisher (perfector) of our faith. For then we grow to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, all to the honour of God.

In 2 Timothy 3, Apostle Paul writes about the last days that will be perilous. And we should sit up and take note, because perilous denotes something which holds danger, thus some things will happen that will pose a danger unto believers, but at the same time, believers must also avoid such pitfalls lest they become perilous (a danger) to others. Perilous also speaks of great stress and trouble.  Such times have been with us for some time, and the remnant that walks in His glory and power will stand strong in such apostasy and bring many into the harvest of salvation.  

1 John 2 speaks of the antidote to guard against such perilous times: “15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”

If one looks at the world today, we are already living in such perilous times. We are certainly in the times of 1 Timothy 6:10, which says, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” We are certainly in the times of the Book of Jude, where it says, “4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.” In the same passage of Scripture, it says, “3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”

Yes, people in this world have become unthankful, greedy, covetous and unholy. Jesus taught in Mark 7 the following: 20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” Thus, perilous times are marked by rising immorality, the corruption of character and the heart that continues to be deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9).

We read in “Ephesians 4:31-5:2: Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” We are called to glorify God and His Kingdom; therefore, to live not as the world lives. May we continue to walk in the ways of God, always thankful, always praising and always loving, for indeed let us give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

Because of such perilous times, we read in “1 Peter 1:  13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in [j]sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides [m]forever, 24 because “all flesh is as grass, and all [n]the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

So why then is the perilous time so dangerous? Because we then walk no longer in the light, but in darkness. We no longer walk in truth, but in deception. We no longer walk in freedom, but in slavery. And yes, our soul, spirit and body suffer damage. And we become subject to the mandate of John 10, where the enemy steals, kills and destroys. Perilous times mean we face danger in regard to our health, mental stability, the wholeness of the spirit and our redemption/salvation. The entire New Testament, from Jesus to the apostles, thus warns of the wicked actions of man, within and without the church, that will contribute to the perilous times. Why? Because it puts man in danger for himself and others! Jesus said in “Revelation 22: 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” Such times are indeed upon us.

These are days of great depravity, evil and wickedness. In 2 Timothy 2, King James uses the Greek word “Anemeros” which speaks of not tame, savage, thus fierce. And we are indeed living in such a time of fierceness, of savagery, where men are not tame. It is a time of excesses, of depravity, or carnality and where man does all kinds of wickedness, just as in the days of Noah. One can only survive such perilous times when you abide in God (John 15), for then you shall walk in God’s power and grace to survive the perilous times. Indeed, God gives us self-control to walk in His Spirit, and not in the carnality and excesses of this world. One of the characteristics of the perilous times is a lack of self-control, evident if you look at all the sexual immorality, debauchery, substance abuse, levels of violence and general wickedness in societies.

The fact that believers will be hated, not just in the great tribulation but even now, is because people will more than ever hate the Truth of God, for the Truth has become offensive to mankind. And we are seeing the world truly rebelling against God’s morality and holiness, choosing a path of lawlessness, lewdness and where love has grown cold. Thus, Paul writes in 2 Timothy 4 that the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine (v 3). Yes, people will turn to all kinds of blasphemies, deceptions, and lies instead of being governed by the truth of God.

Indeed, everything Jesus said and as spoken by the apostles warned about the perilous days, and of its signs, and of the perilous behaviour of man. Paul spoke a lot about the nature of man and how believers should behave because truly a child of God must glorify God in spirit, soul and body. He wrote in “Romans 8: 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” Thus, perilous times are the times of the flesh. It is the times of carnality, and where we seek to turn away from the truth and purity of God.

We need to understand the devil wants us to abandon the path of God to walk the path of the wide gate, thus abandoning the Truth, the Way and the Path of Life. He wants us to step out into disobedience, rebellion and onto the path of iniquity. Why? For then we move into a state of no control, of immorality, of darkened minds, the bewilderment of heart and even spiritual blindness. Again, we need to remember John 10:10, which speaks about the enemy/thief (the devil) coming to steal, destroy and kill. The enemy, therefore, wants us to engage in perilous times and act upon such peril to cause division, strife, confusion, death and destruction. He is the serpent - deceiving, sly, manipulative and arrogant. We are called to resist the devil, for if we don’t, he shall make his presence known to destroy us.

For Paul, to live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21). For Paul, it was all about leading holy and pure lives, in proper conduct, seeking the Truth, seeking the Way of God and building structured lives and families and the Church on the solid foundation of Jesus. 

The apostles constantly taught, encouraged, and admonished on leading pure and undefiled lives in the Spirit of God, for this is the only way to make sure that we walk in a manner that counters perilous days. Only in God can we truly walk in the fruit of the Spirit – love, kindness, meekness, gentleness, faith – which ensures that we do not step into the pitfalls of perils and dangers. For the remnant, it should all be dying to the Self to gain Christ!
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On an end-time mission
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What is the mission of this Spirit-filled, relentless and fearless remnant? To fulfil the Great Commission! The mission has always remained the same, and so has God. The end-time remnant will be truly active and mobilised, not just the so-called clergy, but all the disciples who follow Christ! For these disciples walk in the reality of “Mark 16: 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”

In the last several decades, we have seen how the Church has systematically wandered away from the Great Commission. While it is great to feed the hungry and clothe the poor, as Jesus highlighted as being of great importance in Matthew 25, the primary and most important mission of the remnant (the Bride of God) remains to save lives and to make disciples! What does it help to feed a person bread, yet he never receives the Bread of Heaven? The church has definitely become caught up in tackling all kinds of social injustices to the point that we have forgotten our main purpose is to bring the lost to Christ. While the Church has played its part over the centuries to help make the world a better place, such as playing a pivotal role in abolishing the slave trade in England (Wilberforce),  we are ultimately called to raid hell to populate heaven!

We will say that the Great Commission has always been the mission. What is so different now? Firstly, the church has not really been fulfilling the commission of Matthew 28, meaning making active and mobilised disciples. So the error of our ways we need to correct, and we have to do it fast. We need to return to the Great Commission RIGHT NOW, meaning a return to what it means to be a disciple and how to make disciples. We have been too busy the last 2000 years creating a pseudo-religion saturated with pagan ideas, man-made traditions and legalisms. We have created a religion called Christianity that at times feels like the real thing, but it is only a whitewashed tomb where the so-called clergy rule and reign over the so-called laity. There is no such thing as the clergy and laity. In fact, Ephesians 4 makes it clear that those who equip and train the Body of Christ are not even supposed to be doing the work of the Lord among the lost!

Matthew 12 says, “37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Right now, the harvest remains plentiful, but because we have not truly made disciples who are trained, activated and mobilised, we struggle to bring in the harvest. The end-time remnant will be ready to labour, and also be prepared to prepare and equip others to labour in the fields to bring in the harvest!

Secondly, the mission is of utmost importance because of the time and season we are living in. It is becoming increasingly difficult to stand for God’s truth (note, not the truth as proclaimed by man in so many churches). It is becoming harder to keep shining the light, to be the salt, and to be sold out to the eternal Kingdom. Never before has there been so much darkness in this world, and because of the pseudo-religion, many “Christians” are finding it harder and harder to keep the faith and endure to the end. The end-time remnant will be a people purged, refined, purified, tested, sifted and prepared specifically for such perilous times where the truth has been forsaken and where deception crawls in every street.

Even more importantly, and for some this is controversial, the remnant has been specifically trained and prepared to not only endure and ‘overcome’ the tribulation but to share the Gospel in God’s power. This is why the remnant needs to be filled with the Spirit of God and planted upon the Rock of Ages. Yes, many do believe the church will be raptured at the start of the tribulation, but the Scriptures speak otherwise. It also doesn’t make sense for God to prepare the remnant for such a weighty task only for the remnant to be taken out of the fight at the start!

The great spiritual ‘fight’, or battle as one may say, for the lost will take place smack in the middle of the tribulation. This is when the spiritual warfare will reach its zenith, and the climax of intensity will shake one’s bones. In his vision of heaven, John sees a vast number of these tribulation saints who have been martyred by the Antichrist: “There before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands” (Revelation 7:9). When John asks who they are, he is told, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (verse 14).

The tribulation saints are, quite simply, saints living during the tribulation. It will be a time of trouble upon the world and the great persecution for the believers—or saints—because of the Antichrist’s persecution (Revelation 13:7). Daniel saw the Antichrist “waging war against the saints and defeating them” (Daniel 7:21). Of course, the saints’ eternal salvation is secure: Daniel also saw that “the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favour of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom” (Daniel 7:22; cf. Revelation 14:12–13). So there will be a great harvest produced during troubled and difficult times.

We live in a time when it seems more and more people are losing their faith, turning away from the truth, ignoring God, or even mocking Him. The church is becoming less and less effective, mainly because it functions as a pseudo-religion more interested in personal gain and gratification. Just look around you. How many are sold out for God, meaning they choose not to follow a religion but God Himself? In western countries, we sit with thousands upon thousands of churches, yet lawlessness, immorality, spiritual corruption and rebellion are increasing on the earth. It is also intensifying within the church! So if the church is making little progress in such times, even though times are very tough, how on earth will the tribulation saints find God within the remnant? After all, it speaks of a great multitude that no one could count!

Some will say the tribulation saints will be able to hear the gospel from several possible sources once the Bride has been raptured. The first is the Bible; there will be many copies of the Bible left in the world, and when God’s judgments begin to fall, many people will likely react by finding a Bible to see if prophecies are being fulfilled. It is also said that many of the tribulation saints will also have heard the gospel from the two witnesses (Revelation 11:1–13), who will prophesy for 1,260 days [three and a half years] and perform great miracles (verse 6).

Let us be honest, this world is saturated with the Word of God. You find it on every app store, on TV, and on the radio. Yet, how many people are even reading the Bible, and I’m talking about believers? Why will they be grabbing a bible during the tribulation if they are not doing so now? The work of the two witnesses will be great, but will it truly move people to repentance? Thousands and thousands of sermons are being preached week in and week out, and we are seeing God’s power moving, but so many are not really following God. The harvest field remains unploughed because of the ineffectiveness of the church, which holds onto religion rather than God. Why would they, in times of trouble, suddenly turn to God? The reality is that the remnant is being prepared to bring in a great harvest during the time of trouble. They will be able to endure the ‘trouble’, but also lead many to Christ. God is raising up such a remnant right now to already sow the seeds and raise up disciples who will make an impact.

Remember, the tribulation saints will serve their Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of desperate surroundings. Faithful to the end, many of these believers will die for their faith. But in their death, they overcome; “They overcame [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death” (Revelation 12:11). And God will reward them: “He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 7:15–17).

Revelation 20 says, “4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

Let us then address the debate regarding the rapture and the second coming of Christ. The tribulation is a future seven-year period of time when God will finish His discipline of Israel and finalise His judgment of the unbelieving world. Throughout Scripture, the tribulation is referred to by other names such as the Day of the Lord (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6-9; Joel 1:15; 2:1-31; 3:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2); trouble or tribulation (Deuteronomy 4:30; Zephaniah 1:1); the great tribulation, which refers to the more intense second half of the seven-year period (Matthew 24:21); time or day of trouble (Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15); time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7).

Daniel 9:24-27 speaks of 70 weeks that have been declared against “your people”. God declares that “seventy sevens” will fulfil all these things. With 483 years having passed from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the cutting off of the Messiah, this leaves one seven-year period to be fulfilled in terms of Daniel 9:24: “to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.” This final seven-year period is known as the tribulation period—it is a time when God finishes judging Israel for its sin.

Daniel 9:27 says that the beast (antichrist) will make a covenant for seven years, but in the middle of this week (3 1/2 years into the tribulation), he will break the covenant, putting a stop to sacrifice. Revelation 13 explains that the beast will place an image of himself in the temple and require the world to worship him. In summary, the Tribulation is the 7-year time period in the end times in which humanity’s decadence and depravity will reach their fullness, with God judging accordingly.
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