


  TRAIL SECTION 1


  TITUSVILLE TO OSTEENBREVARD AND VOLUSIA COUNTIES, INCLUDING TITUSVILLE, MAYTOWN, AND OSTEEN. OPTIONAL SPUR TRAIL TO NEW SMYRNA BEACH


  Trail section length: 30 miles


  Point A: Titusville Welcome Center, 419 S. Hopkins Ave.


  Point B: Osteen Civic Center trailhead, 165 New Smyrna Blvd.


  20-mile optional spur trail to New Smyrna Beach


  HIGHLIGHTS


  Titusville’s small, historic town center


  Aerospace industry and history


  Black Point Wildlife Drive, Merritt Island


  Cycling through rural, natural lands


  TRAILHEADS


  Parrish Park, 1 A. Max Brewer Memorial Parkway, Titusville


  Titusville Welcome Center, 419 South Hopkins Ave., Titusville


  Chain of Lakes Park, 2300 Truman Scarborough Way, Titusville


  Maytown Spur Trailhead, Maytown Spur Road, Oak Hill


  Gobbler’s Lodge Trailhead, Gobbler’s Lodge Road, Osteen


  Osteen Civic Center, 165 New Smyrna Blvd., Osteen


  Trail Section 1—Titusville to Osteen
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  THE ROUTE: NEED TO KNOW


  This section of the C2C path follows the East Central Regional Rail Trail in Brevard and Volusia Counties. Much of the trail is remote, with miles of peaceful cycling and opportunities to see wildlife. Bring plenty of water and sunscreen because there are few facilities available. The trail is well marked, with few intersections.


  The official beginning/end of the C2C path is currently in the center of Titusville. The Titusville Welcome Center has maps, water, restrooms, and a small bicycle shop. The dedicated shared-use C2C path starts at 204 Canaveral Ave., one block north of Main Street, which is less than half a mile of easy cycling from the Welcome Center.


  At the time of publication, the 10-mile route from Parrish Park eastward to Playalinda Beach is still in the development stage. When complete, this trail extension will provide bicycling access to stunning, unspoiled Atlantic Ocean beaches.


  The 17 miles between Titusville and Maytown are flat and easy to ride, particularly because the route is straightforward and without many intersections. Be aware that there are no water fountains or restrooms and few commercial facilities.


  In Maytown, near the intersection of Maytown Road and May-town Spur Road, two paved shared-use paths intersect. At this intersection, the main C2C path follows a NW/SE direction. The second path, a 90-degree turn off the C2C, heads northeast to Edgewater and on to New Smyrna Beach as part of the St. John’s River-to-Sea Loop (see “Optional Spur Trail to New Smyrna Beach” below).


  Hotel lodging in this section is scarce except for the Titusville area. In the center of Titusville, there are a small number of motels and B&B accommodations. Several chain hotels are situated near the intersection of I-4 and SR 50, about seven miles from the C2C, southwest of the historic downtown area.


  At the western end of this segment is the small Osteen Civic Center. The Civic Center building is generally not open to the public, but the trailhead has public restrooms, car parking, tables, and benches.


  Downtown Titusville
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  RECOMMENDED WALKS


  Walk across the A. Max Brewer Bridge from Titusville’s Space View Park to Parrish Park and you will not be alone; this is a popular exercise routine for locals. Along the way, you will enjoy refreshing sea breezes and panoramic views of the Indian River, including boats, birds, and even bottlenose dolphins. The walk between Space View Park on the mainland and Parrish Park on Merritt Island is just over one mile. At Parrish Park, enjoy watching the activity of the seabirds and fishermen. The bridge is designed with pedestrians in mind: a concrete barrier separates the sidewalk from motor traffic.


  For a short hike between two pleasing destinations, trek the three miles of the paved C2C Trail between downtown Titusville to Chain of Lakes Park (2300 Truman Scarborough Way, Titus-ville). At the southern end of this walk in Titusville, you can enjoy a drink, quiet meal, or snack. At Chain of Lakes Park, relax at the picnic pavilions or the playground. Restrooms and water fountains are also located here.


  Within Chain of Lakes Park there are more than three miles of nature trails, including a 50-foot-tall wildlife viewing tower. To reach the park from the C2C, head east at the intersection of Dairy Road (there is a wide sidewalk/path along Dairy Road). The entrance to the park is just 0.3 mile from the C2C. For more information about this park, see “Nature” below.


  For a stroll with a historical perspective, meander through the streets of Downtown Titusville, particularly along Washington Avenue and Indian River Avenue, between Orange Street to the north and South Street to the south. Twenty-four buildings in this area are on the National Register of Historic Places, including the Queen Anne architectural style Pritchard House (424 South Washington Ave.), which is open to the public. This compact town center includes a variety of small restaurants and shops. Be sure to visit Space View Park (17 Orange St.), which honors the men and women of the US space exploration program.


  For a remote walk along the C2C, start at the Maytown Spur Trailhead. Heading southeast from here, the paved path immediately ventures into a quiet, isolated area. The trail is straight and without elevation gain, but its real allure is the opportunity to relish peaceful nature and to see wildlife, particularly at dawn and dusk. Make this out-and-back walk as long or short as you want to venture. Seven miles southeast from the Maytown Spur trailhead is the first sign of civilization where busy I-95 crosses over the path; the White Sands Buddhist Center is just 0.25 mile farther south. There are no facilities along this remote path.


  Much of the C2C path between Titusville and Osteen is unshaded and has few facilities. Walkers undertaking this section should be sure to bring plenty of water, snacks, and sunscreen.


  LOCAL CULTURE


  Titusville is a small, relatively quiet town that has both humble charm and an interesting history. Part of the appeal of Titusville is its laid-back style and an atmosphere of being in “old Florida.” The city is perhaps best known today for its role in the US space exploration program but has long served as a gateway to extraordinary wildlife-viewing opportunities, most notably the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge (see “Nature” below). Tourism is currently a major local economic driver; in addition to rocket launches and wildlife viewing, visitors come to Titusville for its good weather and the beautiful beaches nearby. More recently, its downtown core has seen increased activity and revitalized local businesses, partly due to trail users.


  Downtown Titusville includes the C2C Welcome Center and bicycle shop (419 S. Hopkins Ave.), small stores, a bakery, breweries, and restaurants. The city marina is located less than a mile north of the Welcome Center, adjacent to Sand Point Park.


  To get a glimpse of Titusville’s role in the space program, head to Space View Park (8 Broad St. or access from Orange St.). There, you can wander among the outdoor memorials and monuments dedicated to America’s space exploration and the astronauts and workers essential to the program. The American Space Museum (308 Pine St.) tells the story of space exploration through exhibits, including a wide range of artifacts such as astronaut suits, launch consoles, and memorabilia donated by NASA employees.


  If you’re lucky enough to be in town when a rocket launch is scheduled, one of the best places in the town center for a good view is a city-owned piece of land at the intersection of Main Street and Indian River Avenue. Kennedy Space Center’s launch-pads are directly east from this property. Locals will congregate here, too, but it’s generally not too crowded because anyplace along the water will afford a view of a rising rocket. The C2C overpass at Garden Street is another fun spot for rocket viewing. For launch schedules, use the Kennedy Space Center Events Calendar online.
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  Space Shuttle Monument at Titusville’s Space View Park


  For a fee, visitors can tour the impressive Kennedy Space Center on Merritt Island (https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/) (13 miles from the Titusville Welcome Center, not easily accessible by bicycle). The visitor complex has a wide range of interactive exhibits, an actual lunar landing module, enormous Saturn V rockets, a Shuttle Launch Experience, and much more.


  Although this book is not a restaurant guide, a discussion of Titusville would not be complete without mentioning Dixie Crossroads (1475 Garden St.). This iconic restaurant serves generous portions of seafood and southern specialties in a casual and lively atmosphere.
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  A 35-foot-tall statue of Buddha serenely greets visitors at the White Sands Buddhist Center.


  Along the C2C, be sure to visit the beautiful and peaceful White Sands Buddhist Center (4640 Knost Dr., Mims). The Center is about six miles north of Mims, just south of the intersection of the C2C and I-95. Keep a close lookout for a small sign on the trail directing you to a narrow path; it can be easy to miss due to dense vegetation. The Center offers a tranquil place of meditation and natural beauty. Meditation services are held each Sunday morning in both English and Vietnamese. Visitors are welcome to quietly experience the Center and wander through its gardens among the beautiful enormous sculptures and carved works of art transported from Asia. The three largest granite statues of Buddha in Florida are located on this property. The location was carefully chosen for its secluded tranquility.


  The region west of Mims prides itself on its rural setting and agricultural economy. Farmton, halfway between the Maytown Spur trailhead and Osteen, is an unincorporated area of Volusia County, and although noted on maps, there is no town center. A huge swath of land called the Farmton Tract is owned by the Miami Corporation (formerly International Harvester), a large private corporation that uses land resources in this area primarily for agriculture, ranching, and the growing of trees for harvesting (silviculture). The area is managed in cooperation with governmental agencies and according to long-term plans designed to conserve important wetlands, wildlife corridors, and habitats.


  NATURE


  For nature lovers, the eastern portion of the C2C is a delight. Immediately east of Titusville is the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge and the renowned Black Point Wildlife Drive, a wintertime mecca for birders and wildlife enthusiasts. This refuge is a by-product of the security and safety buffers put in place for the space program, thus preserving acres of pristine natural land. The area is home to a wide variety of species, including alligators, manatees, and bobcats and a large variety of native and migratory birds, including Osprey, Bald Eagles, Great Egrets, Belted King-fishers, and Roseate Spoonbills.2 In addition, endangered animals, such as the Florida Scrub Jay, make their home in the Refuge’s scrub habitat.


  To get to Merritt Island from Titusville by bicycle, cross the Indian River on the A. Max Brewer Memorial Causeway. A planned extension of the C2C route will eventually cross Merritt Island and continue out to the Atlantic Ocean beaches. Roads in this area are sometimes restricted due to rocket launches or NASA work hours. Currently, there is no road shoulder or bike path east of Parrish Park.


  Black Point Wildlife Drive, a one-way seven-mile drive, is ideal for wildlife viewing. Although most visitors tour the wildlife drive in cars (the speed limit is 15 mph), the unpaved road is suitable for bicycles. Wide touring, gravel, or mountain bike tires are most comfortable on this surface. Entrance to the wildlife drive is three miles northeast of the A. Max Brewer Causeway Bridge.


  The Merritt Island NWR Visitor Center (1987 Scrub Jay Way, Titusville) has interesting exhibits, educational displays, and a gift shop as well as restrooms and water fountains. Directly outside the Visitor Center is a pleasant pond and a shaded walking path. The Visitor Center is an excellent gateway to exploring this outstanding natural area. Note that access to the Refuge may be limited when a rocket launch is scheduled. The Visitor Center is four miles east of the A. Max Brewer Causeway Bridge.


  A manatee observation deck is located on SR 3 on the east side of the Haulover Canal Bridge (spring and fall are the best seasons for manatee viewing here, but they have been spotted year-round). This observation deck is approximately 12 miles from downtown Titusville. Currently, there is no dedicated bicycle trail to this site. If you are lucky enough to see a manatee, you will be amazed by these huge, slow, gentle creatures. These herbivores live in both fresh and salt water, but they struggle to thrive due to loss of habitat, collisions with boats, food scarcity, and water pollution.


  For those who want to get out on the water, outfitters offer kayaking and paddleboard tours of the Indian River and Mosquito Lagoon. Paddlers can experience the amazing sight of bioluminescent plankton during evening trips. These organisms emit light in an eerie display in response to movement, such as fish swimming by or your paddle and boat moving through the water. For a peak bioluminescence experience, paddle in summer or fall when the water is warm and the phase of the moon guarantees a dark sky.


  

  Windover Archeological Site


  Titusville’s prime location, close to the ocean but protected from it, and just east of the St. Johns River, provided an ideal spot for ancient populations. Five miles south of Titusville is the Windover Archeological Site. Although this site is not suitable for visiting (it is in a swamp with no trail access), it is considered one of the most important archeological finds in the United States. While building a road in 1982, construction workers discovered a muck pond containing human bones. Work was halted and archeologists brought in. The subsequent analysis of the area found well-preserved skeletal remains of over 160 individuals who lived in the Middle Archaic period (5,000–6,000 BC). The burial practice of placing bodies in peat and water helped preserve the remains over the millennia. This important archeological discovery reveals much about how these people lived. Woven textiles, projectiles, shells, animal bones, and storage containers from the site provide detailed information about these early inhabitants of Florida.


  The Florida State University Digital Library provides access to detailed field notes and photographs from the site. See https://fsu.digital.flvc.org/islandora/object/fsu:windover.


  


  Along the C2C, three miles north of Titusville, is Chain of Lakes Park (2300 Truman Scarborough Way). You can easily access the park from the C2C via a 0.3-mile paved path/wide sidewalk on Truman Scarborough Way. The park was created as a watershed management project, designed to help protect the Indian River Lagoon by trapping and filtering polluted storm-water. The result of this endeavor is a 92-acre park of beautiful artificial wetlands and lakes that now provide excellent habitat for plants and animals. Limpkins, herons, egrets, ducks, hawks, warblers, woodpeckers, and even Bald Eagles can be seen here. Chain of Lakes Park is part of the Great Florida Birding Trail, and over 170 species of birds have been spotted at this location.
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  An honor-system rest stop for cyclists near Maytown


  The quiet and isolated 26 miles between Mims and Osteen are a welcome escape from the hectic world. Here, you will experience an excellent example of Florida’s flatwoods ecosystems. In Florida, flatwoods usually contain a mixture of pine
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  APPENDIX: CROSSING THE GAP BETWEEN GROVELAND AND BROOKSVILLE


  At the time of publication, there is a substantial gap in the C2C route between Groveland and the Withlacoochee Trail. The 28-mile projected trail in this section will generally align with SR 50.


  The east end of the gap is in Groveland near the intersection of SR 565A and Silver Eagle Road, approximately 0.7 mile north of SR 50.


  The west end of the gap is at the intersection of the Withlacoochee Trail and SR 50 (look for the intersection of Croom Rital Road and SR 50).


  Inexperienced riders or those who prefer not to ride on roads should find an alternative method of crossing the gap, such as renting a vehicle or having a friend provide a shuttle, or segment ride completed sections only.


  Construction is already underway on some segments of this gap, especially in Hernando County. The final completion of this gap is scheduled for 2026. For updates on the construction status, go to https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/suntrail_c2c_connectinggaps_2021-10_0.pdf.


  Until the gap is completed, some cyclists have found alternative, unofficial routes to ride across the gap. To review some of these routes, search on programs such as Ride with GPS, Strava, or Map My Ride. None of these routes are official or sanctioned. Riding on roads with vehicular traffic is very different from riding on trails and requires different skills. In some cases, the alternative route passes through remote areas on dirt roads.


  Provided below are some route options found by other cyclists, all of which include riding on roads without designated bicycle lanes. These do not have any route signage. Many iterations of these alternate routes can be found online through route mapping programs. These routes are not suitable for inexperienced riders. Cyclists who decide to ride across the gap do so at their own risk.


  GAP CROSSING: STRADDLE SR 50 ROUTE


  For a detailed map of this fully paved gap option, go to Map My Ride and search for “FL C2C Gap-Straddle SR 50 Route.” This route is 44 miles and, of the options, is perhaps the best in terms of automotive traffic and good road surfaces. Between Groveland and Linden, the route is mostly south of SR 50. From Linden on to Webster, Nobleton, and the Withlacoochee Trail, the route is north of SR 50. For about 1.5 miles east of Mabel, the route uses the shoulder of SR 50. Link: https://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/4767131593.


  GAP CROSSING: GREEN SWAMP ROUTE


  For a detailed map of a gap option that is 50 percent unpaved, go to Map My Ride, and search for “FL C2C Gap - Green Swamp Route.” This route is 38 miles. For those who want to avoid automotive traffic as much as possible, this route fits the bill. Note that in the easternmost portion of the Green Swamp’s Richloam Wild-life Management Area, near the Van Fleet Trail’s Bay Lake Trail-head, there is about 1.5 miles of sand or soft dirt; you will probably have to push your bike through this. But the other roads in the Richloam WMA on this route are hard-packed dirt (Lacoochee Clay Sink Rd., S. Grade Rd., and Center Grade Rd.). The 17 miles across the Richloam WMA are very remote with no facilities. Limited hunting is permitted; check the hunting schedule. The route joins the Withlacoochee Trail in Trilby, which connects to the Good Neighbor Trail. Link: https://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/4767155440.


  GAP CROSSING: NORTHERN ROUTE


  For a detailed map of another fully paved gap option, go to Map My Ride, and search for “C2C Gap Center Hill Northern Route.” This 38-mile route takes a more northern path passing through the towns of Center Hill, Bushell, and Nobleton. Note that highways CR469 and SR48 have fast-moving traffic and very narrow shoulders. CR469 can be avoided by taking a longer route using SR33, Austin Merritt Road, and Youth Camp Road. Link: https://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/4767162319.


  GAP CROSSING: SR 50 ROUTE


  The eventual completed trail across the gap will generally align with SR 50. Riders have crossed the gap by staying on SR 50. Because of the high volume of motorized traffic, many share the opinion that it is not a suitable cycling route until the off-road shared-use path is built. Only some sections of SR 50 have shoulders. This route is 28 miles.
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