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    A clash between indomitable will and imperial power animates Jacob Abbott’s Hannibal. Written by American educator and prolific author Jacob Abbott, this volume in his Makers of History series offers a narrative biography of the Carthaginian commander set amid the long rivalry between Carthage and Rome. Composed in the mid-nineteenth century for a broad readership, it blends accessible storytelling with clear exposition, guiding readers through the political and geographic stage of the ancient Mediterranean. Abbott frames Hannibal’s rise within the pressures of a mercantile city-state facing a formidable republic, establishing a study of leadership under adversity that is both dramatic and instructive.

As narrative biography and popular history, the book situates its subject within the everyday realities of antiquity—ports, markets, councils, and frontier garrisons—while maintaining a steady chronology. Abbott writes with pedagogical clarity, pausing to define terms, sketch institutions, and trace cause and effect. Produced in the middle decades of the nineteenth century as part of a series on pivotal figures of the ancient world, it addresses general readers as well as students, presenting complex events through concise episodes. The setting spans the western Mediterranean, with Carthage and the Italian peninsula as recurring points of reference, and the tone balances explanation with movement.

Abbott begins by establishing the conditions that shaped Hannibal’s upbringing and the longstanding tension between two expanding powers, then follows his ascent to command as conflict intensifies. Rather than catalogue minutiae, the narrative emphasizes decisive choices, preparations, and the management of men and resources across difficult terrain. Readers can expect moments of travel, negotiation, and battlefield preparation, all rendered in straightforward prose that privileges clarity over ornament. The experience is that of a guided tour through a turbulent era, attentive to both personalities and structures, and designed to make unfamiliar places, motives, and constraints intelligible without presuming specialized knowledge.

The author’s voice is steady and instructive, often stepping back to highlight practical lessons about governance, logistics, and prudence. Abbott draws out the stakes of decisions, explains why certain routes or alliances mattered, and situates military action within civic life and commerce. His nineteenth-century vantage point shapes the narrative into a moral study as much as a historical one, yet he avoids excessive rhetoric, favoring concise scenes and clear transitions. Digressions on geography, customs, and political arrangements serve to illuminate context rather than distract, creating a rhythm that alternates between scene-setting and analysis while maintaining forward momentum.

Underlying the narrative are themes that resonate across eras: the burdens of command, the tension between daring and restraint, and the ways ambition collides with institutional limits. Abbott presents leadership as a compound of discipline, imagination, and endurance, always under pressure from supply, terrain, and shifting alliances. He underscores how societies mobilize for war and how personal character can shape public fate, while acknowledging the contingencies that accompany grand designs. The portrayal invites reflection on responsibility, risk, and the moral costs that attend strategic success, keeping the focus on choices and consequences rather than on spectacle alone.

For readers today, Hannibal offers more than an introduction to a celebrated figure; it showcases how nineteenth-century popular history sought to educate by narrating. Its clarity and structure make it a practical companion for students encountering the ancient Mediterranean, while its emphasis on decision-making will appeal to those interested in leadership and strategy. The book also encourages a critical lens on memory: how later eras interpret earlier conflicts, what they choose to foreground, and how narrative form shapes understanding. Engaging without being sensational, it invites comparison between past and present approaches to power, policy, and the discipline of command.

To read Abbott’s account is to enter a carefully guided reconstruction of an extraordinary career set against a vast geopolitical rivalry, charted with an eye for motive and method. The prose carries readers from council chamber to camp to contested frontier, continually asking how foresight, courage, and organization meet the tests of circumstance. Without anticipating outcomes, the opening chapters prepare a canvas on which character and contingency interact. The result is a work that rewards attentive reading with both narrative momentum and reflective pause, offering a durable entry point into one of antiquity’s most studied lives.
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    Jacob Abbott’s Hannibal is a concise narrative biography within the Makers of History series, introducing the Carthaginian commander against the backdrop of Mediterranean rivalry. Abbott outlines Carthage’s maritime commerce, its colonial reach in Africa and Spain, and Rome’s expansion in Italy, setting the stage for successive conflicts. He sketches the First Punic War to explain the political and military conditions that shaped Hannibal’s world, noting the Barca family’s prominence and ambitions. The book aims to trace Hannibal’s rise, campaigns, and fate while clarifying geography, institutions, and logistics for general readers. It presents events in chronological order, emphasizing causes, decisions, and consequences rather than technical military analysis.

Abbott describes Hannibal’s childhood under Hamilcar Barca, focusing on family discipline, early training, and exposure to war. A central episode is the famous oath, administered by Hamilcar at an altar, binding the boy to perpetual hostility toward Rome; Abbott uses it to mark motive and direction rather than to dramatize. After Hamilcar’s operations in Spain, command passes to Hasdrubal the Fair, who consolidates Carthaginian holdings and founds New Carthage as an administrative center. The narrative follows Hannibal’s service under Hasdrubal, his acquisition of allies among Iberian tribes, and his reputation for energy and decisiveness, preparing the ground for a transition to independent leadership.

With Hasdrubal’s assassination, Abbott relates how the army in Spain elects Hannibal as commander, a choice later ratified in Carthage. He depicts Hannibal’s early campaigns along the Ebro, aimed at securing borders and resources. The siege of Saguntum, an ally of Rome south of the Ebro, becomes the decisive trigger for renewed war, and Abbott outlines the diplomatic exchanges that fail to avert conflict. Rome declares hostilities, planning to divide its forces between Spain and Africa. The book explains Hannibal’s strategic intent to carry the war into Italy, where he expects to disrupt Rome’s alliances and compel a settlement on Carthage’s terms.

The narrative then follows the famous march from Spain to Italy. Abbott describes the crossing of the Pyrenees, the negotiations and skirmishes in Gaul, and the passage of the Rhone under Roman pursuit. He highlights logistical challenges, improvisations for ferrying elephants, and the choice of routes. The crossing of the Alps forms a central set piece: steep paths, hostile tribes, rockfalls, and winter conditions test the army. Losses are noted, but the achievement is presented as a calculated risk consistent with the strategic plan. Hannibal reaches the Po valley with a diminished yet cohesive force, positioned to confront Roman consular armies.

Abbott recounts the opening clashes on the Ticinus and the Trebia, where Hannibal’s cavalry superiority and tactical deception yield advantage. He narrates the ambush at Lake Trasimene as a turning point that unsettles Roman confidence and inflicts heavy losses. Rome responds by appointing Quintus Fabius Maximus as dictator. Abbott explains the so-called Fabian policy: shadowing Hannibal, avoiding pitched battle, and wearing him down by attrition and denial of supplies. Hannibal maneuvers through central Italy, foraging and seeking to draw allies, while Rome adapts to his mobility. The section underscores alternating initiative, strategic restraint, and the difficulties of sustaining an invading army.

The account culminates in the great battle at Cannae, where Hannibal arrays a flexible center and strong wings to envelop a larger Roman force. Abbott summarizes the deployment and the massive Roman losses, describing the shock to Italian communities and the pressure on Roman institutions. Some southern cities change sides, and Hannibal winters among new allies, but he lacks decisive reinforcement from Carthage. The text presents reasons proposed for not marching directly on Rome and examines the constraints of supply, siege capability, and political support. Meanwhile, Roman commanders adopt more cautious methods while seeking opportunities to recover their influence.

Parallel operations in Spain become increasingly important. Abbott follows the campaigns of Publius and Gnaeus Scipio, their initial successes against Carthaginian forces, and their eventual defeats and deaths. The narrative introduces the younger Publius Cornelius Scipio, later Africanus, whose capture of New Carthage demonstrates organizational skill and humane policy toward prisoners and allies. Hannibal’s brother Hasdrubal attempts to bring reinforcements overland, but Roman interception on the Metaurus prevents the junction. These developments weaken Carthaginian prospects in Italy and shift the balance toward Rome, as Spanish revenues and manpower begin to pass under Roman control.

Abbott then turns to Rome’s counterstrategy of carrying the war into Africa. Scipio assembles an expedition, cultivates Numidian alliances—especially with Massinissa—and confronts Carthaginian and Numidian forces aligned with Syphax. Victories in Africa compel Carthage to recall Hannibal from Italy. The narrative outlines preliminary overtures for peace and the final negotiations breaking down. The Battle of Zama is presented as the decisive encounter, emphasizing cavalry actions and the failure of elephants against prepared Roman lines. After defeat, Carthage accepts stringent terms. Abbott briefly portrays Hannibal as a statesman implementing financial reforms at home, working within constraints imposed by Rome.

The concluding chapters follow Hannibal’s later years amid growing Roman pressure. Accused before hostile factions and threatened by extradition, he leaves Carthage and enters service with eastern rulers, notably Antiochus of Syria. After Antiochus’s defeat, Hannibal seeks refuge with Prusias of Bithynia, where he advises in naval warfare and employs inventive stratagems. Persistent Roman demands lead to his final decision to avoid capture by taking poison. Abbott closes by assessing the scale of Hannibal’s undertakings, the endurance displayed in adversity, and the interplay between individual genius and institutional power. The book’s central message highlights leadership, foresight, and the limits of audacity against resilient systems.
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    Jacob Abbott's Hannibal situates the reader in the western and central Mediterranean of the third and early second centuries BCE, when the mercantile republic of Carthage (in modern Tunisia) contended with the agrarian, citizen-military republic of Rome for regional supremacy. The narrative ranges across North Africa, Iberia (Spain), southern Gaul and the Alps, the Italian peninsula, and the Hellenistic East. This was an era of rapid state expansion, coinage-driven armies, and shifting alliances among Rome, Carthage, and monarchies such as Macedon and the Seleucids. Abbott frames the setting through classical authorities like Polybius and Livy, using geography and chronology to anchor the political and military structures that shaped Hannibal Barca's career.

The First Punic War (264–241 BCE) ended with Rome's naval dominance, Carthage's loss of Sicily, and a crippling indemnity. The strain triggered the Mercenary, or Truceless, War (241–237 BCE), a brutal conflict in North Africa between Carthage and unpaid soldiers, in which Hamilcar Barca emerged as the city's savior. In 237 BCE Hamilcar turned to Iberia to secure silver, manpower, and strategic depth beyond Roman reach, laying the foundations of a Barcid power base. Hannibal, born in 247 BCE, was reared in this milieu. Abbott foregrounds the punitive peace and the mercenary crisis to explain Carthaginian motives and the formative family ethos of resolve and retaliation that shaped the young commander.

Hasdrubal the Fair succeeded Hamilcar after his death (ca. 229–228 BCE), consolidating Barcid rule in Spain and founding New Carthage (Qart Hadasht, modern Cartagena) around 227 BCE as an administrative and naval hub. To limit expansion, Rome concluded the Ebro Treaty in 226 BCE, fixing the Ebro River as a boundary for Carthaginian influence. Rome then allied with Saguntum, south of the Ebro, creating a legal and diplomatic flashpoint. After Hasdrubal was assassinated in 221 BCE, Hannibal, about 26 years old, took command, campaigned against Vaccaei and Carpetani, and besieged Saguntum in 219 BCE for eight months. Abbott presents these developments as the proximate causes of the Second Punic War, highlighting contested treaty claims and deliberate escalation.

In 218 BCE Hannibal marched from Iberia, crossed the Pyrenees, and moved up the Rhone, evading Roman interception by Publius Cornelius Scipio. He then chose the Alpine route, negotiating with and fighting Gaulish tribes and traversing a high pass still debated by scholars. Contemporary estimates suggest he entered Italy with roughly 20,000 infantry and 6,000 cavalry, plus a handful of elephants, a fraction of the force that left Spain. Swift victories followed at the Ticinus and the Trebia (218 BCE), where he exploited cavalry superiority and winter conditions. Abbott narrates the march and early battles to illustrate logistical ingenuity, psychological command, and the strategic audacity that transformed a regional quarrel into a continental war.

Hannibal's masterpieces in Italy came in 217–216 BCE. At Lake Trasimene (June 217), he trapped and annihilated the army of the consul Gaius Flaminius in a fog-laden ambush. Rome responded by appointing Fabius Maximus dictator, whose delaying strategy denied Hannibal decisive engagements. At Cannae (August 216), facing a Roman army near 80,000, Hannibal executed a double envelopment with perhaps 40,000–50,000 troops, killing over 50,000 Romans and the consul Lucius Aemilius Paullus. Capua and parts of southern Italy defected afterward. Abbott treats Trasimene and Cannae as tactical zeniths, while underscoring Rome's institutional resilience and the limits of battlefield brilliance without sustained reinforcements and political consolidation.

The war widened across the Mediterranean. Hannibal concluded a treaty with Philip V of Macedon in 215 BCE, inaugurating the First Macedonian War (215–205), which distracted but did not decisively aid Carthage. Syracuse supported Carthage, yet Rome took the city in 212 BCE, during which Archimedes was killed. In Spain, Roman setbacks in 211 BCE were reversed when Publius Cornelius Scipio (later Africanus) took command in 210. He captured New Carthage in 209 via a surprise low-tide assault across the lagoon, and won at Baecula (208) and Ilipa (206), expelling Carthaginian power from Iberia. Abbott juxtaposes Hannibal's Italian campaign with Scipio's adaptive operations, showing Rome's capacity to regenerate leadership and exploit peripheral theaters.

Scipio transferred the war to Africa in 204 BCE, forging an alliance with the Numidian prince Masinissa and defeating the Carthaginian-Numidian coalition at the Great Plains (203). Carthage recalled Hannibal from Italy. At Zama (202 BCE), Scipio neutralized war elephants and, with Masinissa's cavalry, broke Hannibal's line, compelling peace: Carthage surrendered its fleet and elephants, ceded territory beyond Africa, paid 10,000 talents over 50 years, and gave hostages. Hannibal became suffete in 196 BCE, reforming finances and administration, but Roman pressure forced his flight in 195 to Antiochus III. After Magnesia (190 BCE) and the Treaty of Apamea (188), he found refuge with Prusias I of Bithynia, reputedly using snake-filled jars at sea, and died by suicide at Libyssa ca. 183–181 BCE. Abbott traces these stages to explore leadership under defeat and exile.

Through this history, the book critiques the political economies of the age: Carthage's oligarchic factionalism and reliance on mercenaries versus Rome's mobilization of citizen levies and allied manpower. It exposes the vulnerability of subject peoples in Iberia and Africa to tribute, reprisals, and enslavement, and the grim arithmetic of indemnities and hostages. Abbott contrasts Fabian restraint with consular rashness to examine republican checks and balances, while highlighting Carthage's inability to coordinate strategy with commanders in the field. The narrative implicitly condemns imperial opportunism, treaty manipulation, and class interests that prioritized commerce over cohesion, portraying the Punic struggles as a caution about power, justice, and statecraft.
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The author of this series has made it his special object to confine himself very strictly, even in the most minute details which he records, to historic truth. The narratives are not tales founded upon history, but history itself, without any embellishment or any deviations from the strict truth, so far as it can now be discovered by an attentive examination of the annals written at the time when the events themselves occurred. In writing the narratives, the author has endeavored to avail himself of the best sources of information which this country affords; and though, of course, there must be in these volumes, as in all historical narratives, more or less of imperfection and error, there is no intentional embellishment. Nothing is stated, not even the most minute and apparently imaginary details, without what was deemed good historical authority. The readers, therefore, may rely upon the record as the truth, and nothing but the truth, so far as an honest purpose and a careful examination have been effectual in ascertaining it.
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Hannibal.

Rome and Carthage.

Hannibal was a Carthaginian general[1]. He acquired his great distinction as a warrior by his desperate contests with the Romans. Rome and Carthage grew up together on opposite sides of the Mediterranean Sea. For about a hundred years they waged against each other most dreadful wars. There were three of these wars. Rome was successful in the end, and Carthage was entirely destroyed.

There was no real cause for any disagreement between these two nations. Their hostility to each other was mere rivalry and spontaneous hate[1q]. They spoke a different language; they had a different origin; and they lived on opposite sides of the same sea. So they hated and devoured each other.

Tyre.

Founding of Carthage.

Its commercial spirit.

Gold and silver mines.

New Carthage.

Those who have read the history of Alexander the Great, in this series, will recollect the difficulty he experienced in besieging and subduing Tyre, a great maritime city, situated about two miles from the shore, on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Carthage was originally founded by a colony from this city of Tyre, and it soon became a great commercial and maritime power like its mother. The Carthaginians built ships, and with them explored all parts of the Mediterranean Sea. They visited all the nations on these coasts, purchased the commodities they had to sell, carried them to other nations, and sold them at great advances. They soon began to grow rich and powerful. They hired soldiers to fight their battles, and began to take possession of the islands of the Mediterranean, and, in some instances, of points on the main land. For example, in Spain: some of their ships, going there, found that the natives had silver and gold, which they obtained from veins of ore near the surface of the ground. At first the Carthaginians obtained this gold and silver by selling the natives commodities of various kinds, which they had procured in other countries; paying, of course, to the producers only a very small price compared with what they required the Spaniards to pay them. Finally, they took possession of that part of Spain where the mines were situated, and worked the mines themselves. They dug deeper; they employed skillful engineers to make pumps to raise the water, which always accumulates in mines, and prevents their being worked to any great depth unless the miners have a considerable degree of scientific and mechanical skill. They founded a city here, which they called New Carthage—Nova Carthago. They fortified and garrisoned this city, and made it the center of their operations in Spain. This city is called Carthagena to this day.

Ships and army.

Numidia.

Balearic Isles.

Thus the Carthaginians did every thing by power of money. They extended their operations in every direction, each new extension bringing in new treasures, and increasing their means of extending them more. They had, besides the merchant vessels which belonged to private individuals, great ships of war belonging to the state. These vessels were called galleys, and were rowed by oarsmen, tier above tier, there being sometimes four and five banks of oars. They had armies, too, drawn from different countries, in various troops, according as different nations excelled in the different modes of warfare. For instance, the Numidians, whose country extended in the neighborhood of Carthage, on the African coast, were famous for their horsemen. There were great plains in Numidia, and good grazing, and it was, consequently, one of those countries in which horses and horsemen naturally thrive. On the other hand, the natives of the Balearic Isles, now called Majorca, Minorca, and Ivica, were famous for their skill as slingers. So the Carthaginians, in making up their forces, would hire bodies of cavalry in Numidia, and of slingers in the Balearic Isles; and, for reasons analogous, they got excellent infantry in Spain.

The sling.

The tendency of the various nations to adopt and cultivate different modes of warfare was far greater, in those ancient times, than now. The Balearic Isles, in fact, received their name from the Greek word ballein, which means to throw with a sling. The youth there were trained to perfection in the use of this weapon from a very early age. It is said that mothers used to practice the plan of putting the bread for their boys' breakfast on the branches of trees, high above their heads, and not allow them to have their food to eat until they could bring it down with a stone thrown from a sling.

The government of Carthage.

The aristocracy.

Thus the Carthaginian power became greatly extended. The whole government, however, was exercised by a small body of wealthy and aristocratic families at home. It was very much such a government as that of England is at the present day, only the aristocracy of England is based on ancient birth and landed property, whereas in Carthage it depended on commercial greatness, combined, it is true, with hereditary family distinction. The aristocracy of Carthage controlled and governed every thing. None but its own sons could ordinarily obtain office or power. The great mass of inhabitants were kept in a state of servitude and vassalage. This state of things operated then, as it does now in England, very unjustly and hardly for those who were thus debased; but the result was—and in this respect the analogy with England still holds good—that a very efficient and energetic government was created. The government of an oligarchy makes sometimes a very rich and powerful state, but a discontented and unhappy people.

Geographical relations of the Carthaginian empire.

Let the reader now turn to the map and find the place of Carthage upon it. Let him imagine a great and rich city there, with piers, and docks, and extensive warehouses for the commerce, and temples, and public edifices of splendid architecture, for the religious and civil service of the state, and elegant mansions and palaces for the wealthy aristocracy, and walls and towers for the defense of the whole. Let him then imagine a back country, extending for some hundred miles into the interior of Africa, fertile and highly cultivated, producing great stores of corn, and wine, and rich fruits of every description. Let him then look at the islands of Sicily, of Corsica, and Sardinia, and the Baleares, and conceive of them as rich and prosperous countries, and all under the Carthaginian rule. Look, also, at the coast of Spain; see, in imagination, the city of Carthagena, with its fortifications, and its army, and the gold and silver mines, with thousands and thousands of slaves toiling in them. Imagine fleets of ships going continually along the shores of the Mediterranean, from country to country, cruising back and forth to Tyre, to Cyprus, to Egypt, to Sicily, to Spain, carrying corn, and flax, and purple dyes, and spices, and perfumes, and precious stones, and ropes and sails for ships, and gold and silver, and then periodically returning to Carthage, to add the profits they had made to the vast treasures of wealth already accumulated there. Let the reader imagine all this with the map before him, so as to have a distinct conception of the geographical relations of the localities, and he will have a pretty correct idea of the Carthaginian power at the time it commenced its dreadful conflicts with Rome.

Rome and the Romans.

Their character.

Rome itself was very differently situated. Rome had been built by some wanderers from Troy, and it grew, for a long time, silently and slowly, by a sort of internal principle of life and energy. One region after another of the Italian peninsula was merged in the Roman state. They formed a population which was, in the main, stationary and agricultural. They tilled the fields; they hunted the wild beasts; they raised great flocks and herds. They seem to have been a race—a sort of variety of the human species—possessed of a very refined and superior organization, which, in its development, gave rise to a character of firmness, energy, and force, both of body and mind, which has justly excited the admiration of mankind. The Carthaginians had sagacity—the Romans called it cunning—and activity, enterprise and wealth. Their rivals, on the other hand, were characterized by genius, courage, and strength, giving rise to a certain calm and indomitable resolution and energy, which has since, in every age, been strongly associated, in the minds of men, with the very word Roman.

Progress of Carthage and Rome.

The progress of nations was much more slow in ancient days than now, and these two rival empires continued their gradual growth and extension, each on its own side of the great sea which divided them, for five hundred years, before they came into collision. At last, however, the collision came. It originated in the following way:

Origin of the first Punic war.

By looking at the map, the reader will see that the island of Sicily is separated from the main land by a narrow strait called the Strait of Messina[2]. This strait derives its name from the town of Messina, which is situated upon it, on the Sicilian side. Opposite Messina, on the Italian side, there was a town named Rhegium. Now it happened that both these towns had been taken possession of by lawless bodies of soldiery. The Romans came and delivered Rhegium, and punished the soldiers who had seized it very severely. The Sicilian authorities advanced to the deliverance of Messina. The troops there, finding themselves thus threatened, sent to the Romans to say that if they, the Romans, would come and protect them, they would deliver Messina into their hands.

Rhegium and Messina.

A perplexing question.

The question, what answer to give to this application, was brought before the Roman senate, and caused them great perplexity. It seemed very inconsistent to take sides with the rebels of Messina, when they had punished so severely those of Rhegium. Still the Romans had been, for a long time, becoming very jealous of the growth and extension of the Carthaginian power. Here was an opportunity of meeting and resisting it. The Sicilian authorities were about calling for direct aid from Carthage to recover the city, and the affair would probably result in establishing a large body of Carthaginian troops within sight of the Italian shore, and at a point where it would be easy for them to make hostile incursions into the Roman territories. In a word, it was a case of what is called political necessity; that is to say, a case in which the interests of one of the parties in a contest were so strong that all considerations of justice, consistency, and honor are to be sacrificed to the promotion of them. Instances of this kind of political necessity occur very frequently in the management of public affairs in all ages of the world.

The Romans determine to build a fleet.

The contest for Messina was, after all, however, considered by the Romans merely as a pretext, or rather as an occasion, for commencing the struggle which they had long been desirous of entering upon. They evinced their characteristic energy and greatness in the plan which they adopted at the outset. They knew very well that the power of Carthage rested mainly on her command of the seas, and that they could not hope successfully to cope with her till they could meet and conquer her on her own element. In the mean time, however, they had not a single ship and not a single sailor, while the Mediterranean was covered with Carthaginian ships and seamen. Not at all daunted by this prodigious inequality, the Romans resolved to begin at once the work of creating for themselves a naval power.

Preparations.

The preparations consumed some time; for the Romans had not only to build the ships, they had first to learn how to build them. They took their first lesson from a Carthaginian galley which was cast away in a storm upon the coast of Italy. They seized this galley, collected their carpenters to examine it, and set woodmen at work to fell trees and collect materials for imitating it. The carpenters studied their model very carefully, measured the dimensions of every part, and observed the manner in which the various parts were connected and secured together. The heavy shocks which vessels are exposed to from the waves makes it necessary to secure great strength in the construction of them; and, though the ships of the ancients were very small and imperfect compared with the men-of-war of the present day, still it is surprising that the Romans could succeed at all in such a sudden and hasty attempt at building them.

Training the oarsmen.

The Roman fleet puts to sea.

They did, however, succeed. While the ships were building, officers appointed for the purpose were training men, on shore, to the art of rowing them. Benches, like the seats which the oarsman would occupy in the ships, were arranged on the ground, and the intended seamen were drilled every day in the movements and action of rowers. The result was, that in a few months after the building of the ships was commenced, the Romans had a fleet of one hundred galleys of five banks of oars ready. They remained in harbor with them for some time, to give the oarsmen the opportunity to see whether they could row on the water as well as on the land, and then boldly put to sea to meet the Carthaginians.

Grappling irons.

Courage and resolution of the Romans.

There was one part of the arrangements made by the Romans in preparing their fleets which was strikingly characteristic of the determined resolution which marked all their conduct. They constructed machines containing grappling irons, which they mounted on the prows of their vessels. These engines were so contrived, that the moment one of the ships containing them should encounter a vessel of the enemy, the grappling irons would fall upon the deck of the latter, and hold the two firmly together, so as to prevent the possibility of either escaping from the other. The idea that they themselves should have any wish to withdraw from the encounter seemed entirely out of the question. Their only fear was that the Carthaginian seamen would employ their superior skill and experience in naval maneuvers in making their escape. Mankind have always regarded the action of the Romans, in this case, as one of the most striking examples of military courage and resolution which the history of war has ever recorded. An army of landsmen come down to the sea-shore[2q], and, without scarcely having ever seen a ship, undertake to build a fleet, and go out to attack a power whose navies covered the sea, and made her the sole and acknowledged mistress of it. They seize a wrecked galley of their enemies for their model; they build a hundred vessels like it; they practice maneuvers for a short time in port; and then go forth to meet the fleets of their powerful enemy, with grappling machines to hold them, fearing nothing but the possibility of their escape.

Success of the Romans.

The rostral column.

The result was as might have been expected. The Romans captured, sunk, destroyed, or dispersed the Carthaginian fleet which was brought to oppose them. They took the prows of the ships which they captured and conveyed them to Rome, and built what is called a rostral pillar[3] of them. A rostral pillar is a column ornamented with such beaks or prows, which were, in the Roman language, called rostra. This column was nearly destroyed by lightning about fifty years afterward, but it was repaired and rebuilt again, and it stood then for many centuries, a very striking and appropriate monument of this extraordinary naval victory. The Roman commander in this case was the consul Duilius. The rostral column was erected in honor of him. In digging among the ruins of Rome, there was found what was supposed to be the remains of this column, about three hundred years ago.

Government of Rome.

The Romans now prepared to carry the war into Africa itself. Of course it was easy, after their victory over the Carthaginian fleet, to transport troops across the sea to the Carthaginian shore. The Roman commonwealth was governed at this time by a senate, who made the laws, and by two supreme executive officers, called consuls. They thought it was safer to have two chief magistrates than one, as each of the two would naturally be a check upon the other. The result was, however, that mutual jealousy involved them often in disputes and quarrels. It is thought better, in modern times, to have but one chief magistrate in the state, and to provide other modes to put a check upon any disposition he might evince to abuse his powers.

The consuls.

The Roman consuls, in time of war, took command of the armies. The name of the consul upon whom it devolved to carry on the war with the Carthaginians, after this first great victory, was Regulus, and his name has been celebrated in every age, on account of his extraordinary adventures in this campaign, and his untimely fate. How far the story is strictly true it is now impossible to ascertain, but the following is the story, as the Roman historians relate it:

Story of Regulus.

He is made consul.

At the time when Regulus was elected consul he was a plain man, living simply on his farm, maintaining himself by his own industry, and evincing no ambition or pride. His fellow citizens, however, observed those qualities of mind in him which they were accustomed to admire, and made him consul. He left the city and took command of the army. He enlarged the fleet to more than three hundred vessels. He put one hundred and forty thousand men on board, and sailed for Africa. One or two years had been spent in making these preparations, which time the Carthaginians had improved in building new ships; so that, when the Romans set sail






















Chapter II.

Hannibal at Saguntum.
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