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Akwaaba (ahk-wha-bah) or Welcome.
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My name is Kwaku (kwah-coo).

I am from the country of Ghana. It is located in West Africa. 

I live in the Capital City of Accra(ah-crah). Accra gets its name from the Akan word Nkran or ant because there are multiple ant hills around the countryside of the city.
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WHAT IS THERE TO DO here in Accra?

There are many castles here on Cape Coast. People like to come and tour these.

The Cape Coast Castle was once used for Swedish slave trading. 
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THERE ARE BEACHES, boat cruises, city tours, cooking classes, the Aburi Botanical Gardens, Boti waterfalls, Wli waterfalls, the Independence Gate, and the Tetteh Quarshie Cocoa Farms.

Here is a photo of me and my brother Kwesi(kwes-ee) at the Independence Gate.
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SOME PEOPLE LIKE TO go on Safari tours or visit the Akosombo Dam.

We also have the Kakum National Park here. There are many endangered species of animals you can see in this park. There are canopy walkways that take you through it. These are the only canopy walkways in Africa!

In the Kakum National Park, rare mammals such as the Diana Monkey, Bongo, and even elephants!
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THE POPULATION OF GHANA (2023) is 33,346, 450.

The currency we use is called the Cedi (cee-dee). 11.30 Ghanian Cedi is equal to 1 USD.

What do the colors stand for on our flag?

The Red color represents the blood of those who died for independence. The Gold color represents mineral wealth. The Green color represents the rich forests that we have here. The Black Star stands for African freedom.
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ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL Language in Ghana however, there are 11 other languages here that are widely spoken. Some examples are French, Ewe, Ga, and Akan languages.

I speak Twi (chee). Here are a few phrases in the Twi Language. It is widely spoken in Ghana and a variety of the Akan Languages.

ɛte sɛn? (eh-tah zain) How are you?

me ho yɛ (may-ho-yay) I am well.

Mema wo akwaaba (me-mah-woe-ahk-wah-bah) I welcome you.

Medaase (may-dah-zay) Thank you.
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MEPA WO KYƐW (MEH-PAH-woh -choh) Please.

You will be considered very polite if you say please before many things in Ghana. Here is an example.

Mepa wo kyɛw, wose sɛn? (meh-pah-woh-choh, woh-zoe-zain) Please, What did you say?

Kosɛ (koh-zay) Sorry.

Aane (ah-nay) Yes.

Dabi (dah-bee) No.

Wofiri he? (who-fray-he) Where are you from?

Mefiri...(meh-free) I am from ..

Mefiri Amɛrika. I am from America.

ɛkɔm de me (eh-cohm-day-may) I am hungry.

Nante yie (nahn-tay-yee) Farewell.

The major religions here are Christian, Muslim, and some tribal faiths.

Ghana has a tropical climate because it is near the Earth’s equator. It is usually 80 degrees Fahrenheit or 27 degrees Celsius year-round.

The tallest mountain in Ghana is Afadjato. It is 885 meters or 2,904 feet tall! Many people like to hike this mountain.
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THE LONGEST RIVER IN Ghana is the Volta River. It travels 1,500 KM or 932 miles across my country. The other large river here is the Black Volta River. It is 1,352 KM or 218 miles long.

Lake Volta was created when the Akosombo Dam was built in the Volta River. This makes it one of the largest artificial lakes in the world! The lake is about 325 miles or 520 km long!

[image: image]

MOST OF THE COUNTRY is made up of plains, savannahs, and rolling hills. We have sandy beaches, saltwater lagoons, and tropical forests.

The second largest city in Ghana is called Kumasi (coo-mah-see). Kumasi is the center of the gold-mining region of Ghana. 
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Here I am at the Kejetia Market.

THE ASANTE KING LIVES in Kumasi’s Manhyia Palace.

Kumasi is also known for its open-air Kejetia Market. It is the largest in West Africa!

North East of Kumasi is the traditional Asante buildings. These buildings are a World heritage site. They were made of timber, bamboo, and mud. They have thatched roofs. Many people travel to Ghana to see these.
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OUR FORESTS ARE BEING reduced by timber companies and farmers. Our government is trying to preserve the loss of the forests by making the loggers and farmers replant trees.

Mining companies are also planting trees because digging in the mines destroys forests.
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HOW DO PEOPLE GET AROUND town?

The most popular way is to ride a tro-tro. This is a minivan that holds 12 to 16 people. 

Other people ride the bus, drive a car, or walk.
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SOCCER (FOOTBALL) IS the most popular sport here!
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OTHER POPULAR SPORTS are cricket, tennis, rugby, boxing, golf, track and field, and basketball.

The African Games are a big deal here in Africa and they will take place in Ghana in 2023. They are held every four years.

People compete in 30 different sports such as basketball, swimming, and wrestling. The best African athletes travel to participate in these games.

What animals can you see in Ghana?

We have over 221 amphibian and reptile species. Some of those are the Ghana River Frog, Agamas, and Vipers.

The Black Mamba can strike 12 times within a minute! This is one of the most dangerous snakes in Ghana. 
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WE HAVE OVER 724 SPECIES of birds. Some of those are African Grey parrots, Guinea fowls, and hornbills.

The Tawny eagle is the National animal of Ghana. This bird was chosen as a symbol of protection and strength. There are two of these birds on our country’s crest. 
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WE HAVE OVER 225 MAMMALS. Some of those are lions, elephants, hippopotamus, antelopes, buffalos, leopards, and monkeys.

A rare monkey we have here that is endangered is the Diana Monkey. Why are they called this?

They were named after the Roman Goddess Diana because they have a band of white hair that resembles a crown.

Another endangered creature is the African White-Bellied Pangolin. These creatures are covered in scales.
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WHAT IS THE SCHOOL like in Ghana?

We go to school from August until May. 

There are 6 years of primary education, 3 years of secondary education, and 4 years of higher education.

School is taught in the English language.

More boys go to school than girls.

We learn history, science, technology, mathematics, and social studies.

What do you study?
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WELL, I MUST SAY Nante yie (nahn-tay-yee) or Farewell.

Thanks for listening to me speak about my country. Now my cousin will tell you more.
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Hello, my name is Addae (ah-day).
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There are 16 regions in Ghana and each one has a capital city. I live in Northern Ghana in its capital city Tamale (tah-mah-lay).

Tamale is known for its arts, crafts, and Muslim architecture. 
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WHAT IS THERE TO DO here in Tamale?

Many people like to go on tours. One popular tour is the Tamale cultural experience. People tour the city and visit museums and go shopping.

Others like to go on safari, visit the Kukuo Pottery Village, eat delicious local food, visit the Chief’s Palace, and listen to the many musicians that play throughout the city.

This is a photo of me and my sister Akuba (ah-koo-bah) in front of the Chief’s Palace. 
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THE LARABANGA MOSQUE is the oldest mosque in Northern Ghana. It was founded in 1421 and built with packed earth. 

This ancient mosque is about two hours from Tamale. 
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MOLE NATIONAL PARK is about three hours away from Tamale.

Here you can see over 94 mammal species, 300 bird species, and 33 reptile species!

Now I want to speak to you about the history of my country.

In the 12th Century, the Akan people established states and developed a gold trade.

In 1482 the Portuguese and other European countries began to set up posts so they could trade gold with the Akan people.

In the 1500s the slave trade began to happen and this became the main export in the region.
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MANY TRIBES CAPTURED and sold one another in return for better weapons. Many families were torn apart.

In the
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