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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Find W.J. May


[image: ]


Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:
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WHAT IF COURAGE WAS your only option?

With her mother now a Blue, her friends kidnapped, and Petra for an enemy, Kallie’s pretty sure things have gone as badly as they could go. 

Unfortunately, she’s wrong—things are about to get a whole lot worse. If she ever wants to see her family reunited, she’s going to have to rely on the one person she most wants to see destroyed: Petra.

In a race against time and the enmity of the Rogue Reds, Kallie and Petra must seek out an artifact that can undo the damage of the vampires’ faction war. As Petra seeks to turn Kallie to her side, Kallie must weigh whether she’s right to place any trust in her birth mother, and if she must, is it worth losing her allies and the ones she loves?
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There was a chilling silence, and then Petra laughed. 

The sound went through her and made Kallie shudder. Laughs should be beautiful, this one even more so. It was a gorgeous ripple; well-practiced, a legacy of her years of immortality. At the same time it spoke of everything dark inside her birth mother. In it she could hear what Liam had warned her of, the dark rites Petra had undergone to become a witch. She could hear the orders given to destroy, hunting down the Blues, leaving nothing in their wake. And she could hear the careless sacrifice of human lives to feed her mother’s hunters.

Her hands clenched into fists. Her back still to her mother, felt rigid and unnaturally stiff.

“You don’t want to do this.” Petra’s voice stayed soft, persuasive, winding through Kallie’s head like a snake. Like an intoxicating poison.

Kallie took a breath she didn’t need, the gesture a reflex of an action she used to use to steady herself. She turned her head, willing herself to be free from the spell that wrapped itself around her, pulling her where she had no desire to go. Her gaze fell on the woman before her, trying to see in that crumpled and defenseless face any trace of her own. This was her mother, though she could not accept it. Petra had sacrificed any hope of life with her family in order to save their lives. Did that mean she deserved more in return than Kallie’s weakness? Or that she deserved anything at all?

Kallie didn’t know the answers, only knew that here at least was something she understood. There was no room in her life for weakness anymore. From here on out she’d stand tall and take control. Not for this beautiful stranger, but for herself.

“You don’t want to do this,” the voice murmured again. It was a breath by Kallie’s ear, a whisper inside her head.

“Oh, I think I do.” Kallie drew herself up at last and met that languorous gaze square. “I really, really think I do.”

Even as Petra raised her eyebrows in lazy interest, Kallie began moving. Her fist shot out, a punch that caught Petra directly in the chest. The witch stumbled back. Her hands lashed out, nails raking along Kallie’s arm. Bright blood beaded up along the lines, wounds that would sting later when the adrenaline wore off. The Rogue Reds hissed and started forward, and Petra’s snarl held them in check—slightly.

“Mine.” She enforced her words with a veil of power, shimmering between the combatants and their audience. “Mine,” she repeated softly, her eyes fixed on Kallie.

“Then come and get me.” The words came out as a growl, catching Kallie by surprise. Kill her own mother? For a moment she faltered, asking herself if she could. The answer was already there, humming in the battle song of her blood. Oh, she would make Petra pay and feel no regret doing so. She slid sideways to evade Petra’s charge, but the woman locked onto her, hands twisting Kallie’s arms up behind her back. Her teeth grazed the side of Kallie’s neck, her breath hot, red eyes shining in the light.

“Why are you doing this? Why fight me?”

“To save my family!” The words burst out of Kallie as she wrenched herself free. She was no weakling, not anymore. She’d given that up with her humanity. She was a vampire, the equal of her birth mother even if she lacked a talent in magic. A talent, she reminded herself, which had been won by cruelty and the blood of others. Her fingers locked around Petra’s throat and she snarled as she wrenched the other woman to the ground, throwing her heard enough that Kallie heard the unmistakable sound of something cracking.

The veil flickered madly as Petra fought to regain the upper hand. Whatever she’d broken never so much as slowed her. She came up, her teeth bared, grasping at her daughter madly, her fingers tearing at the skin on Kallie’s arms.

“You don’t know the half of what you are. What I made you.”

“I know enough to kill you,” Kallie shot back, anger rising inside her into a fury that tinged her eyesight until she was looking at the world through a haze of red. “And you didn’t make me, bitch. I made myself. I chose this.”

“How would you know?” Petra was laughing now, hoarsely, Kallie’s fingers still pressing at her throat. “How would you know what thoughts I whisper in your head while you’re asleep? How would you know what I commanded my day-walker to do?”

“He’s not your day-walker!” Kallie channeled her anger to pull up a surge of energy and strength, using it to pick up and throw the other woman, taking a savage satisfaction in seeing her strike the wall of the veil and slide down against it. “If ever Caleb was yours, it was through loyalty you earned. You could have kept him, he’s that dedicated to you, only you betrayed him.”

Petra’s eyes reflected confusion. “I—” 

“I saw! I saw him strung up in the dungeons here, to be drained nearly dry by your pets! They did the same to him that they did to my father! Do you understand?”

“Your father—”

“Was the one you said you did this to save us! And how did that work out, Petra? Huh? How did it work out when he became a vampire and you let him be beaten almost to death every month?”

Petra drew back, defensive. “Your father had no idea the power he would have unleashed otherwise! I tried to warn him. If only he had just been willing to listen, to feed.”

“You let it happen to him because he’s better than you!” Kallie screamed back. “Because he wasn’t willing to kill to get ahead. You let it happen because he shamed you! I know. Don’t try to lie to me. I’m not part of the little pack of beasts following you. Your minions.” She sneered the word, her tone derisive, scathing.

“You think you know everything.” Petra was across the gap in a second, her strength feverish. Kallie heard her father cry out. She’d forgotten he was there. She’d forgotten everything, the audience, her own mother, the one who had raised her. She wondered where they were now, what was happening outside this circle but she was helpless to find out. Petra holding her against the veil with hands of steel. Words swirled in Kallie’s head and she felt her muscles tremble with the effort of trying to escape. 

“You don’t know a damned thing about me,” Petra hissed in her ear. “Do you hear that? Do you understand? I did this for you.”

“Maybe...it...started that way.” Even to admit that felt like capitulation, and Kallie grasped desperately for the surety Petra was draining away. She had always thought magic was explosions and fire; she had never known enough to be afraid of someone twisting her very thoughts against her. Summoning all her strength, she fought the whispers with everything she had. “But you’re twisted now. You’re not the woman you used to be. I wonder if you even know who you are anymore.”

“You never knew me before.”

“I know you aren’t the woman my father loved. He loves my mom.”

They were so close, mind upon mind, that she felt Petra recoil. 

Pain bloomed across her mind in an instant, accompanied by anger as hot as a forge, Petra shrieking her rage into Kallie’s mind. Kallie screamed, overloaded, crying out with the pain of Petra’s hatred. 

“You know nothing! Nothing about either of us!”

“You’re wrong. I know the things you lie to yourself about—”

“No.” Petra bore her down onto the floor. Kallie watched the core of her power dwindle in her mind’s eye, and there was only now, and Petra, and fear, and pain. “You think you’re so pure, do you? And what have you done? Taken the power that was offered to you by the world, brought the day-walker into danger, brought the blues. And you know why my sister changed, don’t you? For you. And that’s why they’ll all die, Kallie. Because of you!” There was nothing pretty in her laugh anymore. This was the cackle of a witch. “You and I...are more alike than you know.”

Kallie didn’t even have to try to find her power. It burst on her like a tidal wave. A yell broke from her as she fought, trying to wrench herself free. She struck with everything she had, fists lashing against Petra’s face, blows raining down on Petra’s torso. She fought with a fury she didn’t know she possessed until the woman who had been her mother once, a long time ago, cried out in pain. 

“I’m not like you! I am not like you!”

The veil flickered, sputtered, and died. Petra struggled trying to fend Kallie off, but she’d expended too much power in too short a time and her blocks were becoming weak and far, far too slow. Kallie laughed, she could not help herself—it was like fighting a human, a weak, puny human. Petra was nothing, her power useless next to Kallie’s own.

And yet, she had one thing Kallie did not.

“That one!” Petra pointed to her sister, the woman whom Kallie had always known as her mom. “Take her to the dungeons!”

“No!” Kallie’s scream came at the same moment as her father’s. She directed one last desperate strike at Petra before she launched across the floor.

There was a blur of pale skin and dark hair, and Liam was there once more. He bared his teeth as the Rogue Reds bore down on him, and he and Caleb launched into motion at the same time, fighting in a blur. Caleb yelled something, and Kallie saw Liam pick up her mother’s inert form. He gave a nod to her and was gone, leaping his way free as Caleb threw himself in the way of the advancing vampires. Kallie’s heart twisted, knowing he would only be able to hold them for so long before they overtook him. There was no way he could keep so many back for long. She saw him once, briefly, teeth bared, his head high as he leapt into the fight. It was a noble sight, heartbreaking.

He’s going to die. He’ll die to let them get away.

Kallie hesitated. All the surety that had brought her this far vanished in that instant. She didn’t know what to do.

“Kallie!” her father’s voice echoed in her ear. “Finish Petra! Do it now!”

“Caleb!” Kallie called in response. She glanced quickly at her father and pointed.

Caleb was being overwhelmed, slowly but surely. Petra had given him more power than the others, daylight’s siren call giving him a strength the others could only dream of. But there was one of him, and a dozen or more of the others. As Kallie watched, one broke free and made to follow Liam, and Caleb was forced to break off his attack on another to take the runner down. The second one scored along his back, rending his shirt. His cry of pain hit Kallie in the gut.

She was there before she had any conscious thought of going to him. Her fist shot out and she heard the terrifying crack of bones breaking. The vampire who had hurt Caleb screamed in pain and stumbled away, and Kallie was on him again in a moment, summoning all her strength to hit at his jaw, his throat, his shoulder, until at last, he lay still beneath her.

It wasn’t permanent, but it was enough for now. A glance showed Petra still unmoving on the floor, and Kallie lashed out at the other Rogue Reds. One snuck a hit under her guard and pain bloomed across her back. With a scream, Kallie struggled upright and drove her elbow back to catch her attacker in the gut. She turned, swinging her elbow to hit at his temple, a half turn and she was able to bring down a solid hit between his shoulder blades even as her knee jerked up to catch him in the stomach again.

“Kallie, she’s waking!” Her father was fighting desperately alongside her. Bruises stood out vividly on his pale skin, and there was a desperate fear in his face. “Leave us to fight. We’ve got this. Only you can finish this!”

Kallie took the second vampire down before evading the grasp of another. She could only pray, as she skidded across the floor to Petra’s side, that her father and Caleb would be able to hold off the horde of Rogue Reds. She lifted her arm as she moved and brought it down with all her might on Petra’s stomach just as the woman opened her eyes.

Petra cried out in pain. Maybe it was pride, maybe it was solely because she was hurting and needed revenge, but Kallie made sure Petra saw her face. It was important to her that the savage witch knew exactly who was taking her down. It should have been disconcerting that Kallie was smiling as she pulled Petra up, one hand around her throat, but even her horror at her own savagery could not stop her at this point. “Remember me?” she snarled, her fingers digging into the woman’s flesh.

“I remember you before you could walk,” Petra gritted out. Her fingers raked down the side of Kallie’s face, digging in hard enough the Kallie loosened her hold, allowing her to scramble free. “I remember birthing you. Your steps. I remember the talent you always had for magic.”

Magic?

Kallie recoiled from the word, her face going pale.

“You didn’t know about that, did you?” Petra’s smile was smug. “Of course your father would never tell you. The last thing he’d want would be for his little girl to realize her true potential. He wouldn’t be able to control you anymore, would he?”

Kallie fought to keep her face expressionless though her mind was churning in a thousand directions. “I might have talent,” she said carefully, her tone neutral, casual even.  “But I’ll never do what you did to earn my place as a witch.”

“And what do you know about that?”

“I know what Liam told me!” Kallie’s words were a hiss. “I know what I saw in his eyes.

“And you know it was a lie, don’t you? All
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