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Puppy care sounds dull and dreary.

Training rules just make me weary.

These fairies must be made to see

No puppy matters more than me!



The fairies dared to tell me “no”,

So far away their pups will go.

And if they don’t do what I say,

I’ll yell at them till they obey!
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It was a fresh spring day in Tippington, and Rachel Walker was walking along Leafy Lane with her best friend, Kirsty Tate. The sun was shining, a little breeze ruffled the leaves, and the trees were thick with pink blossom.

“I’m so glad you’re staying with me for the whole of half term,” said Rachel, smiling at Kirsty.

“Me too,” said Kirsty. “We always have the most exciting adventures together.”

The girls had been friends ever since they had first met the Rainbow Fairies and become friends of Fairyland. But today’s adventure was nothing to do with fairy magic. They were on their way to the Leafy Lane Animal Shelter, where they had volunteered to help for a few days.

“Looking after tiny puppies is going to be one of our loveliest adventures ever,” Rachel added.

A litter of newborn puppies had been rescued, and Rachel had read about it in the local newspaper. The shelter manager had asked for volunteers to care for them until they found new homes, so Rachel and Kirsty had offered their help for the week of half term.

“There it is,” said Kirsty as they rounded a bend in the lane.

The Leafy Lane Animal Shelter was a long, low building with a green roof and red brick walls. The door was open, and a young man was standing in the doorway. He had blonde hair and he was wearing a T-shirt and a pair of cargo shorts.
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“Hi, I’m Nate,” he said, shaking their hands. “You’re Rachel and Kirsty, right? Thanks for being here. I’m super busy trying to look after all the animals.”

“Just tell us what you want us to do,” said Rachel, smiling.

“I’d like you to feed the puppies and keep them warm and clean,” said Nate. “Apart from that, for now they just need quiet time and a bit of handling. They’re very young.”

He led them to a reception desk and picked up a tray of bottles filled with milk. Then Rachel and Kirsty followed him to a clean kennel room with a glass door. Inside, there was a wooden nesting box. The girls peered over and saw five white puppies with pink noses, snuggling together on a cosy blanket.
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“They’re adorable,” said Kirsty in a whisper. “What breed are they?”

“They’re mixed breed,” said Nate. “It means that their parents were probably different breeds.”

“Will they stay the same colour?” asked Rachel.

“They might,” said Nate, kneeling down beside the puppies. “But I’ve known puppies to change colour as they get older. That’s part of the fun of seeing a puppy grow.”
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“They’re so tiny,” said Kirsty, getting down on her hands and knees.

Nate very gently picked one of them up. She wriggled and squeaked.




“They need milk every two hours,” he said. “It’s time for their feed now. These bottles are full of puppy milk substitute.”

Nate picked up the first bottle.

“Hold the puppy on your lap and keep the bottle upright, like this,” he said. “Don’t squeeze the bottle. Just let the puppy suck it out slowly.”

The puppy lay on her tummy, sucking the milk happily.

“She’s making such sweet little noises,” said Rachel.

“Can we try?” asked Kirsty.

“Sure,” said Nate. “Pick a puppy and a bottle.”

The girls’ hearts were fluttering with excitement, but they knew that staying calm was best for the puppies. They copied what Nate was doing, and soon had all three puppies enjoying their milk.
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“I think this might be the most gorgeous thing I’ve ever done,” Kirsty whispered.

When Nate’s puppy stopped feeding, he burped her and helped her to go to the toilet.

“You’ve both got the hang of it,” he said with a smile. “I’m going to leave you to get on with it, but I won’t be far away.”

Rachel and Kirsty burped their puppies and helped them to go to the toilet, just as Nate had shown them. Then they picked up the last two puppies and started to feed them. Other dogs were barking in the distance, but the little white-brick kennel room was a safe, quiet space.

“I wonder who their new families will be,” said Kirsty. “They will need lots of things.”

“A bed, a harness, a collar, a food bowl …” Rachel began.

“And a water bowl,” Kirsty added. “Food, toys, treats – it must be fun picking them all out.”

“I wish we could have one,” said Rachel. “But Buttons is enough to keep us busy!”

Buttons was Rachel’s shaggy, mischievous dog.

Kirsty smiled.

“I don’t think that Pearl would like it if I brought a puppy home,” she said.

Pearl, Kirsty’s black-and-white cat, had been with her since the girls’ adventure with Pearl the Cloud Fairy.

When the puppies had snuggled up for another snooze, the girls picked up the empty bottles and turned to leave. As they passed a pile of fresh blankets, one of them moved.

“Is that another puppy?” asked Kirsty.

She lifted the corner of the blanket and a bright glow filled the room as a little fairy fluttered out. She glanced at the nest box with sparkling brown eyes.

“Hi,” she said softly. “I’m Li the Labrador Fairy.”
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Li had long dark-brown hair and delicate pale-green wings. She was wearing a stripy blue and white shirt, blue jeans with a tan belt, and white trainers. A sleek golden Labrador puppy was tucked under her arm.

“It’s nice to meet you,” Rachel said.

“You too,” said Li. “I’ve heard lots about you in Fairyland.”

Her puppy gave a little woof.

“He wants to be introduced too,” said Li with a laugh. “This is Buddy.”
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Rachel stroked him with a fingertip, and he licked her with his tiny pink tongue.

“Hello, Buddy,” said Kirsty. “You’re beautiful.”

“Thanks,” said Li. “I’m one of the Puppy Care Fairies, and we help owners in the fairy and human worlds to look after their puppies and teach them about exercise, grooming, training and health. It’s my job to help with exercise.”

“Are you here to check up on these puppies?” Rachel asked, glancing at the snoozing litter.

“No, I know they’re in safe hands,” said Li. “I’ve come to invite you to the Puppy Care Fair. We’ve set up stalls to help visitors learn how to look after puppies.”

“That would be perfect,” said Kirsty. “We want to find out as much as we can about helping the Leafy Lane pups.”

“And no time will pass in the human world while we’re in Fairyland,” Rachel remembered. “We’ll come back to this exact moment.”

Li clapped her hands together happily. Then she nodded at Buddy, who let out a quiet yap. The silver tennis-ball tag on his green collar glowed softly.

“Oh,” said Kirsty in a surprised voice.

A magical ribbon of sparkling fairy dust rippled from Buddy’s tag and coiled around the girls. They felt their delicate wings unfurling, and their bodies shrank to fairy size.

“Buddy’s collar carries the magic that helps me to do my job,” Li explained. “He has a little magic of his own when he’s wearing it.”

“What sort of magic can Buddy do?” Kirsty asked.




“Put your hands on his collar,” said Li, smiling.

Rachel and Kirsty touched the green collar and were instantly spun around so fast that everything became a blur. When they stopped, the white-brick kennel room had vanished. They were standing in a daisy-filled meadow, surrounded by candy-striped stalls. Crowds of fairies and goblins were mingling around the stalls, and dogs and puppies were running, sniffing and playing in all directions.
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“Welcome back to Fairyland,” said Li.

Rachel and Kirsty hardly knew which way to look. There were so many wonderful things to see. The smaller stalls were filled with collars, leads, bowls, coats and beds, as well as balls, chew toys and soft blankets. The bigger stalls were numbered, and Li led Rachel and Kirsty to stall one.

“This is my stall,” she said. “Each of the Puppy Care Fairies is doing training lessons today. When a visitor has done the training, they get a stamp. If they collect all four stamps, they get a certificate that says they are ready to adopt a puppy.”

“That’s a great way to make sure that everyone is ready for a new puppy,” said Rachel. “What are you teaching them?”
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“How much exercise puppies need,” said Li. “Buddy’s glad to help of course – he’s full of beans!”

She laughed and ruffled Buddy’s golden coat.

A small crowd had already gathered, so Li stepped behind her stall.

“Welcome, everyone,” she said. “I’m going to tell you how to keep your puppy fit and healthy.”

Rachel and Kirsty listened as Li explained how to exercise puppies. Then she asked the visitors questions to check that they had understood.

“Why is exercise so important?” she asked.

A goblin standing next to Rachel and Kirsty put up his hand.

“Because it keeps puppies healthy,” he shouted out.

“Right,” said Li, smiling. “And can you tell me how long a puppy walk should be?”

The goblin’s hand shot up again.

“Five minutes for every month of age,” he squawked.

“That’s right,” said Li. “Here’s a free gift for being such a great listener.”
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She handed him a green T-shirt that said “I Love Puppies” on the front.

“You did really well,” said Kirsty.



The goblin whirled around.

“Yes, I know,” he said boastfully. “I’d be an amazing puppy owner.”

“We’re looking after some puppies in the Leafy Lane Animal Shelter,” said Rachel. “They’re really sweet.”

Kirsty was
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