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INTRODUCTION
HOWARD HENDRICKS

Years ago I knew an elderly lady who really loved the Lord and was always challenging me to love Him more. We used to run into each other at conferences, and she would ask me something like “Well, Hendricks, what’s the best book you’ve read in the last year?” or “What answer to prayer have you experienced lately?” One of my fondest memories is seeing her on a tour of the Holy Land with a bunch of big NFL players—she was out in front of them, yelling, “Come on, men! Let’s get with it!”

I love that sort of spirit, and, to be honest, there are times I need someone like that spurring me on. An encouraging word (or even a kick in the pants) can be remarkably invigorating. I think you’ll find this book does the same thing. There are words here from men who ought to be in the “hall of fame” for Christians. Men like Bill Bright, who started the world’s second-largest Christian organization, and Luis Palau, who has probably spoken to more people about Christ than anybody except Billy Graham. You’ll find words here from some experts: Dennis Rainey on marriage, and Ron Blue on money. You’ll also find encouragement and practical suggestions from guys like John Maxwell and Bruce Wilkinson. Every one an expert in his field, and every one sharing from the heart on how we can become men of integrity.

So don’t just buy this book and let it sit on your coffee table. Pick it up and read a chapter. Talk through the study questions with a friend. Decide to take one of the principles and apply it to your life, and ask a friend to hold you accountable to do so. We’ve had enough “pie in the sky” material. Here you’ll find practical lessons from Promise Keeper speakers on how to develop integrity in your life, your marriage, your family, and your world. As my friend would say, “Come on, man! Get with it!”
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COMMITTED TO THE KING
LUIS PALAU

God is accomplishing a great work in America today. You can see His presence everywhere. There’s the men’s movement. There are the marches for Jesus. There are the concerts of prayer. Christian radio and television are more popular than ever. Churches and entire denominations are beginning to work together, rather than remain apart. There is an excitement about standing for the Lord. God is at work in our society.

One of the greatest evidences of that is the pull back toward biblical manhood, fostered by Promise Keepers and other Christian men’s organizations. We are not a bunch of angry males, getting together to exclude others. We are for biblical manhood. We support racial oneness in Jesus Christ. We are for servant leadership. We love our wives, we love our daughters, and we love our daughters-in-law. We are part of this movement because we are for the gospel and Jesus Christ, wanting to live holy lives for His cause. The only thing we are against is sin in our personal lives. That’s what we want to change. If we’re going to make an impact on our world, the first thing we must consider is how we can strengthen our commitment to Christ.

In the days of the Roman Empire, Caesar had people go ahead of him and bow before him, burning incense and saying, “Caesar is lord. Caesar is lord.” Refusing to say it was considered treason and could lead to death. But the Christians came along, and they said, “No. Caesar is not lord. Jesus is Lord.” Those words brought revolution to the Roman Empire. Imagine what impact a million godly men could have in America if we were to stand up and say, “Jesus is Lord.”

You see, God is the King of kings. He is the Lord who reigns over us. You’ve probably been in a service and sung the words, “Blessed be the Lord God Almighty, who reigns forevermore.” But does Jesus Christ reign over your life? Does He control your life? I believe that’s the big question in America today.

THE KING

Luke 19 tells the story of people who knew of the king but wouldn’t acknowledge him. Luke tells us that the people in Jesus’ time thought the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. So the Lord said to them, “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ He was made king, however, and returned home” (vv. 12–15). Jesus Christ is King, whether we want to admit it or not. A strong commitment to the King is essential if we’re going to be part of changing our world.

I have four sons. Three of them have walked with the Lord since they were little kids. The twins, who are the oldest, were converted when they were little boys, were baptized, and went on in their commitment to Jesus Christ. They both attended a Christian college and married good Christian girls, and they’re doing great. It was the same with my fourth boy.

But my third son, Andrew, who is a tall, handsome kid (just like his dad), got off track at some point in his commitment to Christ. His mother and I began to pray for him. In high school, he never denied the gospel or turned against Jesus Christ or blasphemed the Bible. He just took off on his own way. He went to the University of Oregon, joined a fraternity, and didn’t walk with God. After graduation he was off to Boston, and I tell you my wife and I used to cry for that boy. We used to pray for him hours on end.

I do crusades, and sometimes I’d be in a country preaching, giving the invitation to come to Jesus Christ, and thousands of young people would come. I would look at them in front of me and I’d cry. My son wasn’t among them. “Lord,” I would say, “when is Andrew coming home?” You can lead thousands into the kingdom, but if one of your boys isn’t in the kingdom, it breaks your heart.

A couple of years ago we were in Jamaica. We had a huge crowd, and in the audience was my son Andrew. A businessman gave his testimony, a Jewish guy who had committed his life to Christ, and at the end of his message, I preached. The whole time I was praying for my son. That night in the hotel room my wife and I were packing our bags because it was the last day of the crusade, when suddenly there was a knock on our door. It was one o’clock in the morning, and there was our son Andrew. He came running into the room, jumped on the bed, and said, “Dad, Mom, I’m back.” That night he recommitted his life to Christ. Later he married the daughter of the businessman who gave the testimony that night, and he completed graduate work at a biblical seminary in Portland, Oregon. He’s found happiness and fulfillment in his commitment to Christ. What a change in his life!

You may be in a similar situation. You may not be sure if you’re a Christian. Or perhaps you used to be close to the Lord, but you’ve allowed yourself to move away from Him. Your dad may be a preacher, your parents may be godly, and your in-laws may be leaders in the church, but you’ve drifted away from God. Yet inside, you know the Lord is King. Jesus is saying to you, “I want to be king of your life. I want to be the master. I want to run your life.” You can be like those people in Luke 19 who chose to reject the king, or you can decide to be committed to Christ.

RULER OVER YOUR MIND

So the first thing I want to ask you is this: “Does God rule over your intellect?”

Before you go any farther in reading how to live as a godly man, let me ask you, “Does God reign over your mind? Who do you go to when you’re looking for answers? Who do you go to for doctrine, for spiritual issues? Have you submitted your intellect to God Almighty?”

Early in His ministry, Jesus had huge crowds following Him around. It was easy to be close to the King. But Jesus once said to His disciples, “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you” (John 6:53). At that, everybody began to drift away. And Jesus turned to His disciples and asked, “Do you also want to go away?” Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (see John 6:67–68, NKJV). Peter recognized that you can’t take just part of Jesus. If you want to be saved, you must commit your whole life to Him.

Have you submitted your mind to Jesus Christ? Does God rule over your intellect? Do you take the Word of God seriously and say, “Lord, to whom can I go? You have the words of eternal life”?

RULER OVER YOUR MORALS

Second, let me ask you, “Does God reign over your morals?”

In America today, talking about holiness seems old-fashioned. Are you a godly man? We like to sing about being godly, but sometimes I wonder how many are really willing to make that commitment. To be a godly man doesn’t mean you’ll be perfect but that you’ll become an honest man who walks in the light with God. “Be holy, because I am holy,” says the Lord (Leviticus 11:44). Are you a holy man? Do you walk with God?

The book of Hebrews warns us to “pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14, NKJV). Jesus is our standard of holiness. The Lord was pure toward women, and we must be also. As men, we have to face the fact that it isn’t just high school kids or college students who have a problem with morals. Many men in America struggle with keeping godly morals. As Christians, we need to develop a holy attitude toward women, where we honor our wives and where our commitment to Christ controls our morality.

Is Jesus Christ God over your sexuality? Have you put your sexuality under the control of the King? I’ve been living for the Lord many years. I’m not a kid anymore—I’m a grandpa—and I’m an evangelist, but temptations still come at me. I’ve had to put my sexuality under the control of Jesus Christ. If you’re struggling with pornography or homosexuality or fantasizing, and you can’t break the hold of sexuality over your life, you have to commit it to the Lord. He says, “My son, give Me your heart.” Jesus can set you free from slavery to the passions of sex. It isn’t that sex goes away, or that temptation no longer attacks you, but that your morality is under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

While I was at a missions conference in Urbana, Illinois, with seventeen thousand college students, one of the leaders came to me and said, “Luis, there’s a guy, a football player, with a butcher knife! He’s about to kill himself!” So I went to his dorm room, and here was this massive running back for the University of Illinois, knife in hand, threatening to end his life. I asked everybody to leave the room, and then I said, “Why are you trying to kill yourself?”

And he replied, “I’m not worthy to be alive.”

“Why aren’t you worthy to be alive?”

“I have a perverted mind. I spend my life alone. I want to go out with women, but I’m too cowardly. I sing in the church choir, and instead of singing I’m looking at women and coveting the whole bunch of them.” Then he picked up the knife and added, “So I’m going to kill myself.”

I don’t think he was really going to kill himself, but he did feel totally unworthy to be alive. His thought life enslaved him. He was out of control. But that night he gave control of his life to Jesus Christ.

Is Jesus the Lord over your morals? If we’re going to make an impact on our world for the cause of Christ, we’ve got to allow Christ to change our minds and our morals. Commit your morality to Him. Just say, “Lord Jesus, come and take control of my morals. I want to live in holiness. I want to be a godly man.” Commit yourself to Jesus Christ.

RULER OVER YOUR WILL

The third question I want to ask you is “Does God rule over your will?” Do you obey the Lord, even when it is hard to do so? Some of the men in Christ’s parable did. Back in Luke 19, we read these words:


Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.

The first one came and said, “Sir, your mina has earned ten more.”

“Well done, my good servant!” his master replied. “Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.”

The second came and said, “Sir, your mina has earned five more.”

His master answered, “You take charge of five cities.”

Then another servant came and said, “Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.”

His master replied, “I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?”

Then he said to those standing by, “Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.”

“Sir,” they said, “he already has ten!”

He replied, “I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.” (vv. 15–27)



Some of those servants were afraid, but willing to obey. Others were unwilling to obey. They were uncommitted to the king. Are you committed enough to obey? Are you afraid of talking about Jesus? Are you ashamed of the Lord? He said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him” (John
14:21).

If your will needs to be under the control of Christ, commit yourself to Jesus Christ and say, “Lord Jesus, I want to be obedient, but I need the power of the Holy Spirit.” The power of God can come on your life and enable you to keep your commitments. Notice what Jesus said about those fellows in His parable: They were to get to work. The master left gifts with them, expecting them to work. All, except one, went and did their job. They showed their commitment to the king, and He responded with the words, “Well done, my good servant. Because you’ve been faithful over little, I will put you over much.” The servants who obeyed were commended and given more. Faithfulness in the Christian life is a result of Jesus being King of your life, ruling over your life. It is the product of obedience, and obedience comes from commitment.

Think about your family. Does God rule over your family life? Do your family members see the handprint of God in your life? I was reading a Newsweek magazine the other day, in which there was an article about the problem of fathers in America. The article was titled, “Dear dads, save your sons.” Too many dads aren’t setting an example of commitment to their sons. The boys don’t know what their fathers believe. Does God rule over your family life?

God, our heavenly Father, loves your family. The Lord loves that woman He gave you. He loves those boys He gave you. He loves those girls He gave you. You may be thinking, “Luis, I made a mistake. I married the wrong woman. She isn’t the kind of woman I really want.” But God knows all about your family. He worked it all out in His mysterious way, brought her to you, and believes she is best for you. So we’ve got to commit to our wives, as God’s perfect gift to us.

The Bible says “the husband is the head of the wife,” so we’ve got to commit to being godly husbands to our wives. Ephesians chapter 5 says that we are to love our wives “as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her” (v. 25). It takes commitment to love your wife as much as Christ loves the church. The Bible also says that God gave you a wife so you could bring godly offspring into the world (Malachi 2:15). That means we fathers have to be committed to our children. We not only bring those boys and girls into the world, we are supposed to train them so they become godly.

Our world is in trouble. America is in trouble because Jesus Christ is not the God of America. He is no longer King. We’ve decided, like those foolish men in Christ’s parable, that “we don’t want this man to be king over us.” Brothers, we’ve got to bring Jesus back as King of the United States of America. If we really want our nation to change, that’s what is needed. God has planted you as a man in your family and said to you, “I want you to reflect My Son, Jesus Christ.” It’s time we commit to doing that. Then when your woman looks at you, with all your faults and all your failures, she can say, “This old boy that Jesus gave me is okay. This guy reflects Jesus, and I love him, even if he’s out of shape. I love him because he reflects Jesus Christ to me.” Isn’t that the kind of man you want to be?

COMMITTED TO THE KING

Brother, are you committed to the Lord? You may claim, “Luis, I want Jesus to be in control of my life, but I don’t have time in the morning for prayer and Bible reading before I go to the office.” But that’s what it will take for your commitment to really reflect the Lord. You can’t be like Him unless you spend time with Him.

So right now, you need to say, “Lord, I want You in my life. I want You in my home. I want You in control of my mind and my morals. I want to commit myself to You.” You may have drifted from the Lord, like my son Andrew. You may have gone away from the things of God. You haven’t denied Jesus Christ perhaps, but you’ve walked in the ways of sin, you’ve gone into the world, you’ve been a coward about Jesus, and you wonder if God will ever take you back. When my son Andrew came back, he told me, “Dad, I went with a bunch of young people up to the hills of Jamaica, and I began to confess my sins. You know, for three hours I just bawled and bawled, and I told the Lord all the junk I’d done. I told Him everything. I wanted it off my chest. I wanted Jesus to take over.” Then my son told me, “When it was over, I knew my sins were gone. I was clean in the eyes of God, and I began to sing to the Lord Jesus Christ. I’m committed to Him.”

To be King of your life, Jesus died on a cross. He paid with His own blood, allowing Himself to be crucified. They put nails in His hands and His feet. They put a crown of thorns on His head. The Bible says they spit on Him, they slapped Him around, they took off His clothes and made fun of Him. And Jesus didn’t say a word. Then when He hung on the cross, He cried out, “My God! My God! Why have you forsaken Me?” And the answer was “For the people you love so much.” For the people of America. Jesus was crucified for you and for me, and He is asking for our wholehearted commitment to Him.

You may think to yourself, “Oh, if you only knew the sins I’ve committed! God could never forgive me.” You may be like that kid in Urbana, Illinois, thinking you are not worthy to be alive. Maybe you’ve done such shameful things you think God could never forgive you. But the Bible says, “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). The writer to the Hebrews says that “the blood of Christ …[will] cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!” (Hebrews 9:14). Jesus can cleanse you. You can start afresh with God if you will bow your knee and say, “Oh, Jesus, I surrender to You. Oh, Jesus, You be the God of my life. Oh, Lord, wash me and clean me white as snow by the blood of Jesus Christ. I commit my life to You.” He wants to be King of your life.

Jesus said, “I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). When He comes in, He takes over. He becomes the King of your life. So the question is, is He King of your life?

STUDY QUESTIONS


	What three words would you use to describe the contents of this chapter? Why those words?

	Do you agree or disagree with this statement: “You’ve got to serve somebody”? Defend your answer.

	Read the parable of the minas found in Luke 19:11–27. What thoughts go through your mind after hearing this story?

	Exactly what do you think God expects you to do to make him ruler over your mind, morals, will, and family life? What interferes with your ability to do that?

	How have you seen a man demonstrate commitment to Jesus through his attitudes and actions toward his family?

	How might your life be different if there were a million men in our nation who were truly committed to Jesus? if there were a thousand in your state? a hundred in your community? one in your home?

	What can you do this week to be that one man in your home who is truly committed to Christ?
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WALKING WITH GOD
JACK HAYFORD

I’ve long been impressed with a passage of Scripture that I believe speaks directly to men and their walk with the Lord. In Exodus 3, we read these words:


Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. So I have come down to





THE FIRST PURPOSE OF WORSHIP: DISCERN YOUR DESTINY





THE SECOND PURPOSE OF WORSHIP: DELIVER YOUR FAMILY



THE PLACE OF WORSHIP: THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD






THE PATHWAY OF WORSHIP: MOVING TOWARD MATURITY













STUDY QUESTIONS


	If you could ask Moses one question about his encounter with God described in Exodus 3:1–12, what would you ask? How do you think he would answer?

	What makes you feel like worshiping God? How can we incorporate worship and prayer into our everyday lives?

	Why do you think worship has power to change not only us but also those around us?

	Where are the “spiritual places” in your life? How do you meet God there?

	What part does pride play in worship and prayer? What part does humility play? What makes it difficult for you to be humble in your walk with God?

	When was the last time you felt God’s presence in your life? How do worship and prayer affect your ability to sense God’s presence?

	How would you like God to change your experience with worship and prayer? Ask God to begin that change this week.
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