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​Introduction​
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Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.

In this publication

In this commentary, we will examine the shortest book of the Old Testament the prophecy of Obadiah. It serves as a warning to the nations of God’s righteous judgment coming upon the earth. The Christian is reminded of God’s faithfulness which will extend to His rule for all eternity.

In this commentary, we will examine the shortest book of the Old Testament the prophecy of 

Obadiah. It serves as a warning to the nations of God’s righteous judgment coming upon the earth. The Christian is reminded of God’s faithfulness which will extend to His rule for all eternity.
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History & Authorship
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Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament. It is one of the prophetic books among the Minor Prophets. In the Hebrew Bible (called the Tanakh), it is placed 4th in the minor prophets. However, it is placed 5th in the Greek Bible (called the Septuagint). 

Authorship

Obadiah’s name means worshipper of Yahweh or servant of Yahweh. His name reflects the culminating truth of this prophecy: all will worship the Lord in the end. 

There is controversy around the identity of Obadiah. He gives us no heritage or lineage as some of the other prophets. 

Some believe that he was the Obadiah who helped in the restoration of Jerusalem during the reign of Josiah. However, this is clearly inaccurate because of significant portions of his prophecy. Based upon his prophecies, it is likely that this Obadiah was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

The Date

No precise date for this prophetic book is attainable. However, from its content, the prophecy most likely took place between 588 B.C. and 583 B.C. 

The Purpose

The primary purpose of the prophecy of this book is two-fold. The first is to pronounce God’s impending judgment upon the nation of Edom who aided in Judah and Jerusalem’s downfall and captivity in Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar being king). The secondary is to encourage Judah concerning their future blessed estate in the Lord.

Divisions 

Though the prophecy is concise, there are 4 distinct divisions to this book.

I. Edom’s Abasement (Verses 1-9)

II. Edom’s Apathy (Verses 10-14)

III. Edom’s Allocation (Verses 15-16)

IV. Judah’s Avenging (Verses 17-21)

The Christian’s Response. The book of Obadiah is a clear reminder of the faithfulness of God. Though Judah experienced destruction through their disobedience, God still counted them as His very own and did not allow their enemies to go unpunished for their actions. 

Likewise, though God may discipline the Christian, His love and faithfulness never change, and He will not allow the adversary to triumph over those that belong to Him. In addition, the Christian is to believe that the Day will come when Jesus will return, and the plan of eternal redemption will be realized.
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Edom’s Abasement
(Verses 1-9)
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Obadiah’s prophecy is against the nation of Edom. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother. Though Jacob and Esau reconciled their relationship after the birthright and blessing incidents (Gen. 25:31, 27:6-10), the two nations from these men had a long-standing rivalry with incidents of peace (Judges 11:17, 2 Kings 3:9). 

This rivalry culminated with Edom’s assistance of Babylon while invading and plundering Jerusalem and Judah (2 Kings chapters 24-25). Obadiah’s prophecy begins with a denunciation of Edom; God would abase them and bring them down to nothing.

The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised. Ob 1:1-2 (KJV)

The vision. In the KJV, the word vision is translated from the Hebrew word ḥāzôn, which means sight or revelation. This means that the prophetic word came to him by revelation; not the type of vision that is associated with dreams. 

The vision concerned Edom. Obadiah states that he heard a rumor from the Lord. However, the word translated rumor, simply means report. Not to be confused with the modern-day use of the term.

God had reported in His eternal wisdom and counsel what He had planned for the nation of Edom. An ambassador is sent refers to God’s divine intervention. He will (possibly by angelic activity or influence of His Spirit) stir up the nations to come up against Edom to destroy her (see also, Isaiah 13:17). 

The other nations by divine compulsion embrace the desire to wage war with Edom. Edom will be despised (hated) without a cause. The other nations will look down upon the nation (signified by “I have made thee small...”).

The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD. Ob 1:3-4 (KJV)

Edom’s Pride

The nation of Edom was located in high rocky areas or mountainous regions; better known as Idumea. This made the nation almost invulnerable to attack. Because of this, Edom was prideful and arrogant, trusting in her habitation. However, God states that this nation will be brought down to the ground; He would make an end of  her. 

The eagle is the noblest of birds, known to soar at heights unknown. Though Edom feels like an eagle in the clefs of the rocks, she would surely fall and no one will stop it. Edom felt like a bright star; however, its light would be put out and it would be pulled from the heights.

If  thieves  came  to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not have stolen till they had enough? if the grape gatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes? How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up! Ob 1:5-6 (KJV)

The Prophetic Parables

The prophet uses two common occurrences to describe the impending destruction. The first is that of robbers. If a robber invades a home, he usually will only take until he is satisfied. However, a robber usually leaves something behind, even if it is not much. Yet, Edom’s destruction would be complete and nothing of this nation would be left behind.

To establish this sentiment, Obadiah used grape gatherers. When reaping a grape harvest, it is virtually impossible to gather every grape for some would surely fall to ground; some remnants would be left on the vine. 

Yet, Edom would experience a complete and utter desolation. The statements “how art thou cut” and “How are the things of Esau searched out!” and “How are his hidden things sought up!” emphasize this.

All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee, there is none understanding in him.  Ob 1:7 (KJV)

Edom’s Conspirators

The nations that Edom considered allies (men on thy confederacy) would betray her and attack her. 

Edom’s self-deception and pride blinded her from recognizing that the peace agreements in place were all invalid. Her allies will lay traps and snares for Edom (have laid a wound under thee). 

Edom’s pride has caused her to be ignorant (there is none understanding in him) of the supremacy of God and His righteous indignation that was swiftly approaching, but already done from God’s eternal viewpoint. 

Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? Ob 1:8 (KJV)

Though God is revealing these things, Edom will not know anything until destruction is upon her. Those who are men of understanding and wisdom will prove to be useless in the day when the Lord judges Edom.

And thy mighty men, O Teman,  shall  be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter. Ob 1:9 (KJV)

One of the major cities in the region was Teman. It was known for its riches and resources. When God’s judgment unfolds, the strength of Edom would be absent. The strong among them will be confused, confounded, and ashamed. They will not provide any protection against the slaughter that will take place in her borders.

The Christian Application

From God’s denunciation of Edom’s pride, the Christian is warned to guard against it. 

And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. Matt 23:12 (KJV)

Jesus warned that
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