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Disclaimer

This ebook is copyrighted with all rights reserved. The author does not assume any liability for the use or misuse of information contained herein. The information contained within this guide is offered as-is. The author does not assume any responsibility for the accuracy or misuse of any information contained herein. 

While every attempt has been made to provide information that is both accurate and proven effective, the author and publisher make no guarantees that the information presented herein will benefit everyone in every situation. The author assumes no liabilities for any injury or misconduct as a result of information within this eBook.

Introduction

Every year, people decide to enhance their homes through do-it-yourself projects. With one of the most popular trends the past few years being outdoor living, adding decks to all kinds of homes might be the most prevalent addition seen today. 

Of course, once a deck is added to your home, it is important to protect it. One of the easiest ways to customize your deck is also one of the easiest ways to protect it – staining.

Why Stain Your Deck?

While “stain” might have negative connotations elsewhere (who wants a stain on their favorite shirt?) staining a deck is definitely a good thing. 

Staining allows you to easily customize your deck.

While you might like the rustic, unfinished luck, many people prefer to give their decks a more finished look. Stain easily turns something that might look like a half-finished project into a stunning deck that can match just about any house or style

Staining protects your deck.

After all of the time and money you’ve spent building your deck, the last thing you want is for it to fall apart or bleach out on the first hot summer day. Staining your deck not only can protect it from harmful UV rays that can bleach out the darkest wood, it can also provide a barrier to insects who might like the idea of burrowing into all that wood, and provide a water resistant or water proof seal that will keep mould and other water damage from leading to costly repairs or collapse.

Picking Your Stain

With so many deck stains out there, it can be difficult to pick which one to use. Thinking about exactly what you’re looking for can help to whittle down.

Before deciding, consider.

	UV Protection: Do you live in a place that gets a lot of sun, like Arizona, California, Nevada, or other states in the Southwest? If so, consider stains that offer increased UV protection to keep your deck from bleaching out under the sun.
 

	Water Protection: Alternatively, do you live in an area that gets a lot of rain or snow, such as Washington State, Oregon, Maine, Connecticut, or other Northern states? Look for stains that offer water proof, or at the very least water resistant protection to keep the weather from rotting your deck away under you.
 

	Ease of use: While preparation is important for all stains, some may be harder to use than others, especially darker colors that can not only stain decks but also stain clothes. Take exactly what precautions you’re willing to take into consideration before buying stain.
 

	Color: Do you have a tan house and want a deck too match? Don’t pick too dark a stain. Do you want to be able to see the redwood you used? Pick a transparent stain. Do you want something that is just a step up from painting your deck? Use a solid stain. As important as all of the other criteria are, if you aren’t happy with how your deck looks, you won’t be happy with your choice. There are plenty to choose from, as see from the sampling of colors below:
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But still, there are just so many stains out there. How do you begin to figure out which ones are which? Luckily, there are four groups of stains that you should be able to look to that will help you when trying to pick one.

	Solid Stains: Also called Opaque Stains are the most heavily pigmented stains you will find out there. Though they are a stain and not a paint, they will cover your deck strongly enough to change the color. It’s even possible to add certain dyes to change the color. They offer the best UV Protection of stains available, for those living in sunny climates, but they are prone to peeling and wear. 
 

	Semi-Solid Stains: Though still very heavily pigmented, Semi-Solid Stains offer a slight transparency Solid Stains done allowing for at least a glimpse of the wood underneath. Still, even being able to see a bit of the wood, Semi-Solid Stains offers high levels of UV protection for those sunny climates due to the amount of pigment still in the stain.
 

	Semi-Transparent Stains: When looking at stains, it’s likely Semi-Transparent Stains are going to be the bulk of what you see out there. Semi-Transparent Stains tend to be the most popular with consumers as they still offer great UV protection, the ability to change the color of the deck slightly, and allow for a more natural (unpainted) look for the deck.
 

	Transparent Stains: As their name would suggest, Transparent Stains contain the least amount of pigment available, allowing you to give your deck a layer of protection while maintaining a natural look. It is important, however, to take into consideration that Transparent Stains offer the lowest level of UV protection since they do not color the wood. 

Staining your Deck

Once you have decided what kind of stain you want to use, it’s time to start staining your deck! 

Materials Needed


-  Water

-  Pole Sander

-  80-grit Sandpaper

-  Safety/Dust Mask

-  Clear Plastic

-  Broom

-  Deck Cleaner

-  Deck Brightener

-  Hose

-  Paint Roller with extension – or – Paint Sprayer

-  Safety Goggles

-  Stain

-  Paintbrush

-  Rags

-  Rubber Gloves

-  Covering clothing that can get dirty
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