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LIBERTÉ, ÉGALITÉ, FRATERNITÉ

Note: I have studied or taught history and philosophy most of my adult life, so it is not feasible for me not to discuss it retrospectively.  I have felt support from many close family, friends, and teachers on my journey, and had great discussions with them about historical and philosophical topics.

By Reed Miller - M.A. American History, James Madison University, M.A. Special Education, The George Washington University
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Highsmith, C. M. (2013). The Liberty Bell, an iconic symbol of American independence, located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania [Photograph]. Library of Congress.
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“TO GET THE BEST RESULTS we must have a high degree of education, but the highest degree of education, if unaccompanied by the development in the man's moral side which produces character, will avail but little.” -  President Theodore Roosevelt
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“WE MUST REMEMBER THAT intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character—that is the goal of true education. The complete education gives one not only power of concentration, but worthy objectives upon which to concentrate.” - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“I RECOGNIZE THE FULLEST equality of the human family.” - Frederick Douglass, the prominent abolitionist, writer, and statesman who worked with President Abraham Lincoln.

“Time drifts on and each of us identifies ourselves as part of a nation, religion, cultural group, political party, and smaller groups, but when will all of us realize we are all part of one human family going back to ancient Africa?  When will we stop killing each other in wars and stop mistreating each other in political parties and our other cultural groups?  I am hoping familial love, empathy, compassion, social intelligence, collaboration, and teamwork will come to dominate future human relationships.  Moving forward, there is a good reason to love your neighbor - in reality we are all part of one human family and there is enough abundance for all of us on the planet to live well if we share it intelligently.  We used to talk about family values, and they can be used as a model for the state itself in the future as well.” - Reed Miller (6/07/2026)

About The Author:

I am a high school history teacher who has a B.A. in American History from Virginia Tech, a M.A. in American History from James Madison University, and a M.A. in Special Education from The George Washington University.  I was a journalist and senior editor for 7 years in my first career, mostly as a business journalist.  I have now taught in high school for 19 years.  I am most interested in applying the studies in the field of ethics and positive psychology character traits to political science (democratic government design) and the study of history.  I believe social studies education should be civics oriented, and ask the question of how can I be an ethical, contributing citizen in my country who can earn a nice, just and ethical living while contributing to democratic government and peace?  Practicing and teaching civic virtues to Americans should be very important to our country, although there has not been a great emphasis on this so far in our history. 

In addition, I believe the positive character traits in positive psychology can be a great guide for democratic government design and civics education.  I realize, of course, that my proposal to have the democratic state be designed after a family in the state of nature, which has a common (civil) morality, individual wealth, and commonwealth, would have to be collaborated on, edited, and voted on in a democratic society.  I just finished a book on a secular code of ethics for Americans (see below), which would be a type of civil morality, but still provide Freedom of Religion.

One book I wrote called "Applying Positive Character Traits To The Study Of U.S. History: A Teacher’s Resource Book," should be of interest to teachers and academics.  This book is a U.S. history teacher's resource book, and does not include any Scripture of any religion.  But, it does teach ethical decision-making to students in another way.  The book uses the positive character traits of positive psychology to examine the decision-making of Americans in the past.  You can do this without presentism by emphasizing the people then lived in different times.  But, students can still examine the ethics of their decisions and how they interacted with ideas about wealth, power, democracy, equality, etc. at the time.  This shows the trade-offs humans sometimes make in their decisions.  Students learn which positive character traits they may want to incorporate into their own lives to make decisions.  One simulation has them work on different problems for our country in a simulated Congress to make joint ethical decisions to solve the problems.

A recent book I also completed is a suggested United States Secular Code Of Ethics And Peace Plan.  It is a framework of ideas for how such a secular code could be created.  A real national code of ethics and peace plan would have to be collaborated on, edited in teams, revised, and voted on.  I believe that a democratic society should be based on a family plan.  A family has a common morality, some individual wealth, and some commonwealth.  In one section of this book, there is a code of ethics based on the family plan for democracy.  The common morality taught would have to be secular due to Freedom of Religion, which is where a secular code of ethics comes in.  I propose that a National Secular Code of Ethics could be created from the history of the development of human rights laws in the United States, the main ideas of the United States Code, and ideas for promoting peace that are backed up by historical secular quotes and plans from Americans.  The human rights laws are matched up with the positive, ethical, character traits of positive psychology to derive a secular code of ethics.  Core character strengths—including justice, courage, humanity, temperance, and wisdom—appear across cultures and historical traditions (Peterson & Seligman, 2004).  Because these traits are rooted in common human experiences rather than a particular religious or ideological tradition, they provide a strong foundation for developing a National Secular Code of Ethics that can be promoted to Americans as a shared civic guide.  Practicing and teaching civic virtues to Americans should be very important to our country, although there has not been a great emphasis on this so far in our history. The book contains no Scripture from any religion.

This book here critiques President Trump and his policies using historical quotes and studies.  It has been written through time, over the course of the first 17 months of Trump’s second presidential administration.  You will notice that the sections in it are dated, so you can see the course of my critiques and research through time based on what was happening during the second Trump administration at the time.  The book is divided into domestic policy critiques, and then foreign policy critiques.  After each chapter of critiques, I include a Code of Ethics based on each topic (domestic policy or foreign policy critiques), to help show how Americans might use my critiques and historic studies to help guide government policy and as a civics guide for Americans’ behavior.

Although my earliest books contained a little bit of Scripture from different religions, as I was brought up to have religious curiosity in my family, my writing has trended more secular in my last 3 books, because I realize that when suggesting government policy, Freedom of Religion must take precedence to allow citizens their own freedom of thought about religion.  This new book here contains no Scripture from any religion at all.  My employing school district and state education department have not endorsed any of the ideas in the books I have published.
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NOTE: ChatGTP AI has been used to assist with writing this book, often summarizing other texts I had already written.
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Ch. 1 - Domestic Policy Critiques Of Trump Based On Comparative History

Washington On The Importance Of Maintaining The Constitution (4/1/2025)

President George Washington on the importance of brotherly affection in the U.S. and protecting and abiding by the Constitution in his Farewell Address (yes, the Constitution that guarantees our rights through a Bill of Rights against the treachery of authoritarianism): “I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing vows that heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence; that your union and brotherly affection may be perpetual; that the free Constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained; that its administration in every department may be stamped with wisdom and virtue. ...”

Madison Federalist No. 10 (4/1/2025)

Here is why James Madison and the Founding Fathers established a “pluralistic republican democracy” on purpose and warned against one party gaining too much power, and warned against that same party using political violence and political arrests in America (from Madison’s Federalist Papers No. 10).  Madison was the main author of the U.S. Constitution.  From Madison’s Federalist No. 10 text: “AMONG the numerous advantages promised by a well constructed Union, none deserves to be more accurately developed than its tendency to break and control the violence of faction. The friend of popular governments never finds himself so much alarmed for their character and fate, as when he contemplates their propensity to this dangerous vice. He will not fail, therefore, to set a due value on any plan which, without violating the principles to which he is attached, provides a proper cure for it. The instability, injustice, and confusion introduced into the public councils, have, in truth, been the mortal diseases under which popular governments have everywhere perished; as they continue to be the favorite and fruitful topics from which the adversaries to liberty derive their (power and violent actions). The valuable improvements made by the American constitutions on the popular models, both ancient and modern, cannot certainly be too much admired; but it would be an unwarrantable partiality, to contend that they have as effectually obviated the danger on this side, as was wished and expected. Complaints are everywhere heard from our most considerate and virtuous citizens .. that our governments are too unstable, that the public good is disregarded in the conflicts of rival parties, and that measures are too often decided, not according to the rules of justice and the rights of the minor party, but by the superior force of an interested and overbearing majority. However anxiously we may wish that these complaints had no foundation ... (the concerns have brought) prevailing and increasing distrust of public engagements, and alarm for private rights, which are echoed from one end of the continent to the other.”  To sum up, a controlling political party must not disregard Americans’  “private rights” or “public and personal liberty” in the Bill of Rights, or stop working towards the “public good” with the help of “minority” parties.  The current administration’s assault on the free speech of the First Amendment, the due process for everyone in the country in the Fifth Amendment, and the use of a para-military police to arrest immigrants who have historically have had far lower crime rates than native born Americans would be thought illegal and incomprehensible by James Madison.  The majority party, of course, also must never use violence or political arrests against Americans or the minority party, or seek to destroy an equal playing field in elections.  Bi-partisan legislation would also be heavily favored by Madison.

Washington On The Dangers Of Political Parties Installing A “Despot” Over The U.S.  (4/1/2025)

President George Washington on the dangers of political parties, and one party taking control to install a “despot.”  Washington himself walked away from the presidency after 2 terms, rather than become a king as some supporters wanted.  Washington warned against three combined dangers that could leave the United States in ruins and with a king: regionalism, partisan political parties, and foreign entanglements (see “The Farewell Address” article on Mount Vernon website).  He said Americans should not allow regional loyalties to top their own national loyalty: “The name of American...must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.” Washington reminded Americans not to allow regional loyalties to divide them, lest “designing men” convince them that differing local interests made the Union unnecessary.  Washington also feared political parties would lead to division and the rise of a despot.  Indeed, in modern America, the political parties are favored in certain specific regions of our country.  We now view partisanship as inseparable from U.S. politics.  In the new nation, most people saw parties as divisive, and the tools of despots seeking power.  “Factionalism” encouraged the citizens to vote based on party loyalty rather than the common good.  Washington predicted that partisanship could lead to a “spirit of revenge” in which party men would not govern for the good of the people, but only to promote and maintain their power.  As a result, he warned Americans to guard against would-be “despots” who would use parties as “potent engines...to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government” (see “The Farewell Address” article on Mount Vernon website).  Another danger for the U.S., though, was from the combination of political parties and external interference and invasion. Washington said that partisanship “open[ed] the door to foreign influence and corruption” because it weakened voters’ abilities to make reasoned and disinterested choices. The people would base decisions on “ill-founded jealousies” and then allow foreigners to corrupt or invade the United States.  Think of Russia’s influence on the modern Republican party today.  As Washington said, there should be no kings in America, ever!  I think Washington would be encouraged by today's No Kings Protest, because it has people from all political parties and cultures and sexual orientations uniting to protect the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, Due Process, voting, and democracy.

Positive Psychology Ethical Traits To Form The National Budget (4/1/2025)

The current national budget proposed by the Republicans, and the current domestic and foreign policies of the Trump Administration can be easily researched through Google and other search engines.  However, are such policies and budget proposals moral and ethical?  I have been dismayed that the media has not discussed this question for the most part in its coverage of the current administration.  Budgets and policies are not merely a matter of “counting the beans,” i.e., examining the costs.  Budgets and domestic and foreign policies are based on human values.  So, how do we decide when such government proposals are “moral” and ethical?  I know many of my friends may not be attached to any one religion, but there have been studies by psychologists on which character traits (morals) lead to the happiest, most thriving, and most ethical human lives.  These character traits are secular, but are echoed in many religious teachings.  Positive psychology has discovered positive character traits that bring a moral and thriving life. These positive character traits are loving, kindness, empathy, social intelligence, fairness, equality, teamwork, forgiveness, humility, prudence, self-control, love of learning, open-mindedness, perspective, gratitude, hope, and others.  If you are not religious, you can consider the secular morality of positive psychology character traits when considering the personality of Trump and his domestic and foreign policy proposals.  I believe you will see we are not moving in an ethical direction, if you look at each of the president’s proposals individually.  The media needs to be more open about using some of these ethical words, most of which used to be considered American values.

Charles De Montesquieu On Promoting A Middling Wealth And Frugality (4/5/2025)

Charles De Montesquieu was the well-known French Enlightenment philosopher that stated stable governments should have an executive branch, a judicial branch, and a legislative branch that check and balance each other.  However, he also said that equality, frugality, and a “middling station” are three key ingredients for a successful nation, because when they are addressed, the government has money to then pay for “public expenses.”  Why, then, do we as Americans accept the huge income gap in our country, and the huge tax breaks for the wealthy?  De Montesquieu wrote in “The Spirit of Laws,” a study of law around the world, that these three ideas should be encoded in law.  In the first of these claims, he writes that in a sound republic laws place men in a “middling station” and men are “extremely happy” (Great Books Of The Western World: Montesquieu, Rousseau, Vol. 38; The University of Chicago, Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 1952, Pg. 19). Likewise, he later writes, “In monarchies and ‘despotic governments,’ nobody aims at equality; this idea does not so much as enter their thoughts, they all aspire to superiority... A true maxim it is, therefore, that in order to love equality and frugality in a republic, these virtues must have been previously established by law” (Great Books, 19).  He also said: “A love of the republic in a democracy is a love of the democracy; and the latter is that of equality. A love of democracy is likewise that of frugality. Since every individual ought here to enjoy the same happiness and the same advantages, they should consequently taste the same pleasures and form the same hopes, which cannot be expected but from general frugality” (Great Books, Pg. 19). De Montesquieu wrote: “Riches give a power which a citizen cannot use for himself, for then he would be no longer equal. They likewise procure pleasures which he ought not to enjoy, because these would be also repugnant to the equality. Thus well-regulated democracies, by establishing domestic frugality, made way at the same time for ‘public expenses,’ as was the case at Rome and Athens, when magnificence and profusion arose from the very fund of frugality” (Great Books, 19). The government has money to pay for “public expenses” programs when a middling station is promoted for individuals in society, rather than riches for the individual.  America should consider this advice from De Montesquieu, and not just the separation of powers, which is equally true.

Ike On Social Security (4/7/2025)

We must protect Social Security for the older people who built the wealth of America.  Let’s face it, we know that capitalism is good, but also know most people cannot save a great deal for their retirement under the average wages paid in American capitalism.  Republican President Eisenhower supported the expansion of Social Security in the 1950s, and said in a letter to Edgar Eisenhower in 1954:  “Now it is true that I believe this country is following a dangerous trend when it permits too great a degree of centralization of governmental functions. ... But to attain any success it is quite clear that the Federal government cannot avoid or escape responsibilities which the mass of the people firmly believe should be undertaken by it. The political processes of our country are such that if a rule of reason is not applied in this effort, we will lose everything. ... This is what I mean by my constant insistence upon “moderation” in government. Should any political party attempt to abolish social security, unemployment insurance, and eliminate labor laws and farm programs, you would not hear of that party again in our political history. There is a tiny splinter group, of course, that believes you can do these things. ... Their number is negligible and they are stupid.”  Ike was a centrist. He believed in a philosophy he called “The Middle Way.”  Ike disliked “extremists, thinking the far left and right were wrong on all political and moral issues (see Zucker).”  Ike’s average approval rating was 65%.  Ideas are incorporated here from a blog post by M. B. Zucker, the award-winning author of "The Eisenhower Chronicles” at The Historical Fiction Company Internet site.

The Declaration Of Independence vs. Trump (4/7/2025)

So, Mr. Trump, you say you are not a king.  Trump is doing acts similar to the “grievances” listed against King George III in the Declaration of Independence in the American Revolution.  For example, the king refused to approve laws necessary for the public good. Trump is ending programs aimed at the public good, such as reducing the Department of Education, cutting into the Veterans Administration, and slashing Medicare and Medicaid.  The king controlled the tenure of judges (a grievance).  Trump and the Republicans are threatening to impeach judges who find Trump is acting against the Constitution.  The king suspended colonial legislatures and declared he would legislate for them.  Trump is ending programs created by Congress with executive orders and by using DOGE - a power that he should not have. The president is supposed to execute laws passed by Congress according to the Constitution.  The king imposed taxes on the colonies without their approval or representation in Parliament.  Trump is raising taxes on Americans by imposing widespread tariffs, which American companies will pay and then pass on by raising prices for U.S. consumers.  Americans protested tariffs with the Boston Tea Party.  In addition, House Republicans passed a budget that gives tax breaks to the very wealthy, but low income Americans will have their taxes raised.  The king restricted colonial trade with other areas of the world.  Trump’s tariffs are causing a trade war with other countries.  The king deprived colonists of their right to trial by jury.  Trump is deporting immigrants without due process.  Supreme Court Justice Scalia once said that it is general knowledge that immigrants in America are entitled to due process.  Trump is doing acts similar to the hideous treatment King George did to Americans.  American citizens must resist these actions by Trump - he is not a king - and live up to our history as a free and caring people.

The Four Freedoms Prevent Dictatorship (4/7/2025).

So, why should the United States not become a dictatorship?  President Franklin D. Roosevelt gave a great answer in his 1941 “Four Freedoms Speech,” in which he urged Americans to defend democracy against fascism. Our current U.S. administration is already violating the “Four Freedoms” of democracy.  Roosevelt said:  “The new order of tyranny (WW2 dictatorships) ... seeks to spread over every continent today. ... No realistic American can expect from a dictator's peace international generosity, or return of true independence, or world disarmament, or freedom of expression, or freedom of religion - or even good business. ... In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms.  The first is freedom of speech and expression—everywhere in the world.  The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in the world.  The third is freedom from want—which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings (freedom from poverty and sickness) which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants-everywhere in the world. The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor—anywhere in the world.  That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own time. ... The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a friendly, civilized society.”  The current U.S. administration’s policies and executive orders are violating these “Four Freedoms” of democracy.  We must never become a dictatorship.

Telling Honest History (4/12/2025)

This is an older post of mine, but since Trump is now going to review the history exhibits of the Smithsonian, which were developed by professional historians, to make them fit his propaganda, it makes sense to post this again.  Trump already made an executive order that limits the ways Black and minority history is taught in schools and at the Smithsonian.  Black and minority people in the U.S. deserve to have their histories heard.  They are full citizens, are they not?  African-Americans and minorities have made tremendous contributions to our history as a nation.  They have been great builders of American wealth in the 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries.  They have served on the battlefield from the time of the American Revolution (5,000 Black soldiers served) through every war to today.  They have promoted true democracy and equality in our country, from the early days of slavery when there were Black Abolitionists and Underground Railroad leaders, to Progressive Muckraker journalists fighting lynchings and monopolies and unsafe working conditions, to early 1900s Civil Rights leaders such as W.E.B. Dubois and Booker T. Washington, to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s movement and its many related activists, and so on.  And, we must not just talk about the accomplishments, but have to be honest in telling the stories of severe obstacles that were put in minorities’ paths.  They have loved America despite facing the harshest treatment many times in our past.  To top it all off, there are tons of Black and minority historians and educators in America today.  Are you telling me they can’t even tell their own histories to the world?  Whatever happened to the free speech guaranteed by the First Amendment?  And, what happens to what all historians learn at university - that telling the most current evidence available and the truth about history is of the utmost importance?  When in graduate school, I read philosopher R.G. Collingwood’s popular book, “The Idea of History.”  Collingwood said the main point of history is to learn why historical actors made the decisions they did (the human act of putting yourself in the minds of historical actors).  If we do that, we can then prevent mistakes that were made by humans in the past.  We must tell history accurately in schools and museums, and support the right of Black and minority historians and educators to tell the history of their own peoples.  It is the moral thing to do, the factual thing to do, the loving thing to do, and the First Amendment thing to do.

Ordered Liberty. (4/17/2025).

Trump appears to think that might alone makes right.  It does not.  The “ordered liberty” of the Constitution is the American way, not "might makes right."  Trump admires dictators.  He is threatening to make arrests of protestors who are exercising their free speech and freedom to peaceably assemble rights guaranteed in the First Amendment.  Trump uses ICE to arrest hard-working immigrants without warrants, and without giving them Due Process in court, before trying to deport them.  Trump had a military parade on his birthday to demonstrate his power.  Trump threatens to take away First Amendment free speech from the media, teachers, universities, and historians.  Trump usurps Congress’ power, the people’s voice, by canceling the programs established by them with his executive orders.  “Might is right” is not the American way.  The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution instead with the concept of “ordered liberty” as the American way, learned from Enlightenment philosophers  This means individuals were given freedom, but not the freedom to hurt





























	“Know Your Government”

	“Know the issues before it”.

	“Keep up on foreign problems.”

	“Be tolerant of other races, religions, and nationalities.”

	“Practice your own religion.”

	“Read newspapers and magazines critically”.

	“Use your vote.”

	“Follow closely the actions of your elected representatives.”

	“Join political organizations.”

	“Be American first.”



































	Adhere to the highest moral principles;

	Give a full day’s labor for a full day’s pay;

	Never discriminate unfairly by dispensing special favors;

	Never accept favors or benefits that might be construed as influencing the performance of governmental duties;

	Make no private promises binding on the duties of office;

	Engage in no business with the Government inconsistent with the performance of governmental duties;

	Never use information received confidentially in the performance of



	Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and of all governments therein and never be a party to their evasion.
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	President Andrew Jackson did the Indian Removal Act, removing Native Americans from lands east of the Mississippi by force, and sending them on the Trail of Tears, where thousands died.  Trump also is targeting a minority group for removal.

	White supremacy - Whites abused and killed Native Americans and many held Black slaves.  Trump and MAGA, with their anti-DEI policies, removal of minority military officers, rolling back the Civil Rights Act, and removal of minority history from museums and parks, are essentially pursuing White supremacy policies.  ICE also is targeting individuals because of skin color.

	The Fugitive Slave Act - Slave catchers checked the “freedom papers” of freed slaves, and often took them back into captivity in the South even if they had freedom papers.  ICE is checking people of color for citizenship papers and arresting them if they can’t produce something convincing.  They end up arresting many American citizens, or arresting people who have no criminal record.  Trump is not only deporting “the worst of the worst,” but often hard workers who want a safe place for their families.

	The No Nothing Party - The No Nothing Party was a party in the middle of the 19th Century that sought to limit immigration.  From that point onward in the 19th Century, it became common for politicians to create immigration quotas.  Asians were often a target of the immigration quotas.  Trump is following similar policies now, but allowing white immigrants from South Africa to settle in the United States.  He is discriminating in immigration, like they sought to do in the 19th Century.

	Southern politicians dismantled the Reconstruction Amendments after the Civil War using different legal restrictions and threats (sometimes violence) against Blacks.  The 13th Amendment was freedom from slavery.  Trump is enslaving people by throwing immigrants in prisons, with no clear limits to their sentences, which they don’t deserve anyway.  The 14th Amendment was citizenship for Blacks.  Trump is arresting U.S. citizens and holding them without lawyers or the chance to present their own evidence, which violates their citizenship rights.  The 15th Amendment was voting for Blacks.  Republicans are trying to gerrymander so that minorities don’t have members of Congress or the Senate.  They are limiting mail-in voting as well, and absentee voting.  America made progress with the Reconstruction Amendments, which were created by the “Republicans,” and now Trump and MAGA are working against those Amendments.  MAGA’s anti-DEI policies also work against these Amendments.

	The Black Codes were enacted by 19th Century Southern politicians.  One thing the codes did was to limit what types of jobs minorities could have, which is like Trump’s effort to dismantle DEI.

	The Americans in the 19th Century came to believe in Manifest Destiny, or the idea that Americans were given all the land to the Pacific Ocean by God, so they could take it by force.  Americans attacked Native Americans and got involved in the Mexican War to take more land, and they did.  By the end of the 19th Century, America got involved in the Spanish-American War, but kept some islands as “protectorates.”  They also happened to want the islands for coaling stations for the U.S. Navy and to get ports for American trade ships.  Historians call this the era of American Imperialism.  Trump seeks to expand this idea of Manifest Destiny and the old 19th Century Monroe Doctrine to take more land for the United States in the Western Hemisphere, even though he would violate the U.N.’s provisions against making “pre-emptive war” if he did so, and violate the sovereignty of other nations.  Pre-emptive wars were outlawed by the judges at Nuremberg, who found the Nazis guilty of “crimes against humanity” and pre-emptive wars.

	Lastly, many MAGA types believe in Christian Nationalism.  Politicians in the 19th Century often spoke of “civilizing” Native Americans with Christianity, or civilizing and spreading Christianity to the lands they took in the Spanish-American War.  However, Chistrian Nationalism does not respect existing cultures and diversity, equality, or democracy itself, really.  Christian Nationalism can become an excuse to commit atrocities, which go against the teachings of Jesus in Matthew 25 and other scriptures.















​How Project 2025 Sets Up An Authoritarian Government Dominated By White Nationalism (3/14/2026)



​1. Dismantling the Administrative State & Expanding Executive Power






​2. Rolling Back Civil Rights & Inclusion Frameworks





​3. Restricting Reproductive Rights Through Historic Laws





​4. Federal Education Rollback & Censorship







​5. Reshaping Immigration Enforcement & Civil Liberties





​6. Overturning Environmental & Scientific Integrity Norms





​Bottom Line


​Does The U.S. Need To Reform Its Second Gilded Age?  How About Some Co-op Programs Of Different Types Funded Through A Wealth Tax? (3/19/ 2026)


Another key comparison lies in the power and influence of large corporations. In the Gilded Age, monopolies and trusts dominated industries, often limiting competition and shaping government policies. Figures like Rockefeller (Standard Oil) used vertical integration to control entire markets. Today, large corporations—particularly in technology—hold significant economic and political influence, with companies such as Amazon and Google shaping consumer behavior and public discourse. Wealthy corporate leaders also put a great deal of dark money into American politics to shape government policy.  Although modern regulations, such as antitrust laws, attempt to limit monopolistic practices, consolidation continues among today’s corporate giants.  For example, five corporations control 90% of the media market, and four giants own 80% of meat processing.  Twelve airlines in 1980 have merged into just four today.  Inflation concerns most Americans today as a result of corporate consolidations, and many Americans are concerned about the influence of donations from the wealthy on politics.

​The Gilded Age was marked by minimal government intervention, which contributed to poor working conditions, child labor, and a lack of safety regulations. Working conditions are safer today, but the Trump administration is killing EPA regulations and Green Energy projects, which will pollute the environment and make health worse for our population as a whole.

​In contrast between then and now, the modern United States has labor laws, minimum wage standards, and social safety nets such as Social Security and unemployment insurance. However, Trump has talked about lowering the minimum wage or preventing it from being raised, and Trump has mentioned lowering some taxes, which analysts say may starve the Social Security Fund and thus reduce the program’s help for senior citizens in the long run.  In addition, Trump has stripped funding from social safety nets such as food stamps, Medicaid, Obamacare, and Veterans Administration health services.

​Lastly, tariffs were extremely high during the Gilded Age, especially under laws like the McKinley Tariff.  The impacts were that the tariffs protected rapidly growing American industries (steel, textiles), and the tariffs contributed to the rise of industrial wealth and monopolies.  But, the tariffs also raised consumer prices on imported goods for Americans at a time when the lower classes had little extra money.  Like today, in the Gilded Age tariffs became a major political issue between Republicans (pro-tariff) and Democrats (lower tariffs).

​The bottom line is you can decide if America is living through a second Gilded Age, where corporations exploit the middle class and working class and keep them deeply in debt?  The Gilded Age began to change when Progressive Muckraker journalists, labor unions, and Progressive groups demanded reforms.  Looking at these comparisons, do we need reform again?  It may be as simple as refunding our social safety nets and investing in Green Energy and protecting the environment.  And, perhaps some co-op programs could be set up asking Americans for 3 weeks of public service a year to work in co-op nursing homes, co-op programs to help Americans with disabilities, co-op job training programs, co-op food banks, co-op daycare and Head Start, etc.  A commonwealth tax on the wealthy (wealth tax) could be created to fund these co-op programs.  The more wealth you take out of society, the more tax you should pay back to help those in need.  The wealthy would contribute some funds to the co-op programs, and the middle and lower classes would give some time to the co-op programs.  The discussion needs to be had, and if we “learn from history,” I think we can see that having a government that is active in protecting Americans in our everyday lives can be a good thing.  In this case, we should all be our brother’s keeper and behave as if we are one American family.
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Note: | have studied or taught history and philosophy most of my adult life, so it
is not feasible for me not to discuss it retrospectively. | have felt support from
many close family, friends, and teachers on my journey, and had great
discussions with them about historical and philosophical topics.

By Reed Miller - M.A. American History, James Madison University,
M.A. Special Education, The George Washington University
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