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Preface
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other manuscripts I was working on in order to concentrate on the
“Pursuit of Commitment”, I equally thought that it would also go
through publication as fast as it went through the writing process.
I finished writing this book in May 2005. This book, therefore, is
published three years after the manuscript was ready for
publication. The delay, however, does not lessen the importance of
commitment.
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masquerading agents of Satan, meant to distract us and quench our
devotion. But even for the genuine necessities, we need wisdom so
that we are not overtaken by our concern over them (Matt.
6:19-34).

 


Commitment is therefore a
constant call; it is the real measure of regeneration and the
evidence of conversion. We can’t outgrow commitment and we
definitely can’t “break its record”. And, however seasoned
Christians we may become, we must always make an obligation to stay
on course and to be alert. The principles and insights shared in
this book will help us gauge our spiritual vigilance and
relevance.
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—Chapter 1—

 


 



INTRODUCTION

 


Did you know
that for many—and quite many indeed—the issue is not whether to
follow Christ or not? The issue, rather, is the level of commitment
that the Lord Jesus Christ demands.

 


 


“When He had
called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, ‘Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me.’”

(Mark
8:34).

 


 


 


Principles of
Commitment




What you are about to read is
written from convictions that lead to an experience sure to leave
you enjoying your relationship with God. When I talk about enjoying
a relationship with God, many people quickly think about a
“Joy-ride Christianity”. That is not the point, in fact, naturally
and more often, when you begin to live a life of commitment and
make it a point to seek the pleasure of God, you may have to
contend with difficulties (2 Tim. 3:12).

 


But there is an irony, as we
shall see in details in chapter 2. The irony is that avoiding the
Cross of Christ in favour of any other comfort doesn’t bring true
and lasting joy. True joy comes when one is at peace with his
Creator and living for the purpose for which he was created. The
case of the apostle Paul comes to mind as one of the examples of
lives that were committed to serving Christ and whose joy was from
the inside. His life and teachings shows that a loss in the earthly
things (for the sake of Christ) is a gain in the spiritual
realm.

 


Consider what the apostle Paul
says:

 


But what things were gain to
me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count
all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by
faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if,
by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

—Philippians
3:7-11.

 


The things that were initially
gains to him, he willingly released in favour of serving Christ.
True commitment demands that we must lose something—something that
was initially a gain for us. Many of us complain about the “losses”
that have replaced our former “gains”. We look back and instead of
counting the former gains as rubbish compared to the surpassing
gaining of Christ, we bemoan our losses as we belittle our gains.
Commitment must be based on willingness and cheerfulness. Those who
follow Christ but grumble along the way can easily put the grace of
God on a gamble.

 


A believer who has resolutely
chosen to serve God in total commitment will realise that he has an
inner joy that springs up from the fact that he has peace with the
Creator. I would rather have problem with everyone on the planet
but have peace with God. Real joy comes as a result of having our
sins forgiven and our names written in the Book of Life. The joy
increases with leaps and bounds as we seek and address ourselves to
the perfect will of God. It doesn’t matter how peaceful our
surrounding is, if we lack an inner peace, the peace in our
environment may not mean much.

 


When you begin to enjoy your
relationship with God in the sincerity of commitment, your peace
will not be robbed by difficulties in this life. This is part of
what the Lord Jesus Christ emphasised in the sermon on the mount
(Lk. 6:17-26).

 


Commitment is
a covenant the ingredients of which are sacrifices, conditions,
promises, benefits, rewards, allegiances and
fulfilments.

 


 


The Measure of
Commitment




Try this: Where would you place
yourself if an angel comes to you and announces that in the whole
world, there is only one person that was committed enough to
satisfy the requirements set by God for a life devoted to Him? Can
you shout with joy that you are the person or will you make a list
of possible candidates and fail to put your name down even after
writing ten people on your list—for example? This is not an attempt
to start comparing yourself with others and begin gauging your
performance against what you can observe in the life of others.
Nevertheless, I use the picture to emphasise the fact that striving
to live a life of commitment can be compared to a person who is
racing against all humanity and his goal is gold. If you have that
attitude, you will then operate under the awareness of the
demanding circumstances standing between you and the prize.

 


I also don’t use the picture to
suggest that it is your “performance” that will earn you the
ultimate salvation. Salvation is by grace—freely given—but we have
to commit ourselves to take good care of what the grace has availed
to us. This is what the apostle Paul refers to when he says:

 


Therefore, my beloved, as you
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure.

—Philippians
2:12.

 


Salvation is so precious that
we must be absolutely committed to it to the extent that we would
tremble in fear if anyone or anything threatens to take it
away.

 


Paul (not his real name) was
going to check his results after taking an A-Level National
Examination (in Kenya). The education system was very competitive.
He would only be able to proceed to the university if he passed—and
passed well. On the way, he met Brian (not his real name), his
former classmate who had been to their former school to check the
results.

 


 


 


Instead of
counting the former gains as rubbish compared to the surpassing
gaining of Christ, we bemoan our losses as we belittle our gains.
Those who follow Christ but grumble along the way can easily put
the grace of God on a gamble.

 


 


 


Paul asked him how the results
were. Brian responded that things were not good—everybody had
failed. The examination had been “impossible”.

 


Although it looked to Brian
like everybody had failed, Paul didn’t believe him. He told Brian,
“If everybody has failed, that is too bad, I feel sorry for them.
For me, however, I am not “everybody”—I know I have passed!” He
told his former classmate that he did his best to prepare for the
exams and when the exams came, he did his best to answer the
questions. He was persuaded that his best was good enough to take
him places.

 


Indeed, Paul had passed and did
so with distinctions. It may sound like Paul was arrogant but he
wasn’t. He sincerely expressed the confidence he had after having
made good use of his time, teachers and the books. He was not the
kind of student who always learnt but never came to appreciate the
facts (see 2 Tim. 3:7).

 


Someone may
ask: how could he be so sure, was his
confidence justified? The answer is that
one can know that he has passed an exam even before seeing the
results. Sometimes you can throw a stone in the dark and be able to
tell if it hits something.

 


Depending on
the level of commitment to succeed, students with identical mental
capabilities; enjoying the same environment; same educational
facilities; same teachers, etc., may perform differently in the
examinations. Some may pass with distinctions as others perform
miserably. If someone feels that the examination was “impossible”,
that doesn’t mean it was impossible for everyone. One’s attitude
and perspectives can influence the way one performs.

 


That is how it is when it comes
to our devotion to God. We can actually be “confident” that even if
“others are failing”, we don’t have to fail with them. There are
many “believers” who would discourage you, telling you how things
are impossible; how it is impossible to serve God devotedly in our
generation. They may discourage you because they tried it and
“failed”. They might have failed because they were not willing to
pay the price for success—they were not committed.

 


Another Paul—the
apostle—expresses this confidence. He says:

 


I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only
but also to all who have loved His appearing.

—2 Timothy
4:7-8.

 


The apostle John also says:

 


These things I
have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal
life, and that you may continue to believe
in the name of the Son of God.

—1 John 5:13
(italics, author’s emphasis).

 


The demands of a life of
commitment may look impossible for people who have not made a
resolute decision to fight the good fight of faith. It is
impossible for people who have not had good mental, spiritual and
physical preparation for it. A life of commitment is actually
impossible (Mk. 10:17-31). On our own we cannot make it. That is
why we need Christ. When the disciples asked, “Who then can be
saved?” (Mk. 10:26), Jesus answered them, “With man this is
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God”
(Mk. 10:27).

 


Now, all these impossible
things Christ can make them happen to anyone who is willing to
entrust Him with ALL. We need to be in Christ and Christ in us in
order to pass our spiritual exams. You have to commit yourself
completely to Him in order to appropriate His resources. It is only
after doing this that you can confidently say, ‘If everybody has
failed, I feel sorry for them but, I know I have passed.’

 


If others are not making it,
their failure is not meant to disqualify you. Remember commitment
is personal. It is the personal commitment that builds the
foundation for congregational commitment.

 


 


Elements of
Commitment




Commitment is a determination.
It is sustained by an attitude of fortitude. Commitment is a call
to endurance and patience; it is being resolute in purpose,
unwaveringly pursuing the nature of Christ. Committing our life to
Christ means striving to get hold of that to which He called us
heavenward. Commitment is staying our mind, heart and strength on
the ultimate goal of life—that is, cultivating an intimate
relationship with our Creator. Commitment is an expression of
gratitude.

 


Commitment constitutes a
covenant. When Christ died for our sins on the Cross of Calvary, He
shed the Blood of the New Covenant the seal of which describes the
solemnity of the pact. Commitment calls us to be serious; not
making a joke or a game out of the grave experience that was
actually ours but the Lord Jesus took on our behalf.

 


Commitment is a fight—the good
fight of faith; it is a battle and it is for people who are not
only willing to fight but are also watchful against the enemy who
might ambush at any moment. Fighting the war of commitment does not
only take courage, it also takes vigilance (Judg. 7:1-7).

 


Commitment of the type sealed
by the Blood of Christ means that we do not give up even if we
“have a reason to”. The story of John Stephen Akhwari, a Tanzanian
marathon runner at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, illustrates
commitment. Akhwari finished last—more than an hour after the
person believed to be the last had checked into the stadium. Most
people had left, believing that they had seen the last person
finish the race. Only a few spectators were still in the stadium.
For whatever reason they still lingered in the stadium, it is
doubtful that they still expected anything to cheer. Then, in came
Akhwari, struggling as if there was still something more to win.
Materially speaking, there was nothing more to win. Nevertheless,
there was something more precious yet it was not in the limelight
as the gold; it was something the athletes were not competing for.
Akhwari won it—it was respect.

 


 


 


Fighting the
war of commitment does not only take courage, it also takes
vigilance.

 


 


 


Akwari had
been injured along the way. He came into the stadium limping and
stumbling with a bloodied and bandaged leg. He, no doubt, had a
genuine reason to quit the race altogether. Why did he punish
himself? Why didn’t he just call it off since everyone would
understand, and more so, there was nothing
more to win? When asked why he punished
himself, he answered, “My country did not send me to Mexico City to
start the race. They sent me here to finish.”

 


Commitment is finishing what we
started. The good thing about commitment is that we are not left
alone to rely on our own strength. As we commit ourselves, we are
exhorted to “run with endurance the race that is set before us,
focusing on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb.
12:1-2).

 


Christ did not call us to just
start the new life, He called us to run the whole course. Starting
is not important if we aren’t equally resolved to finish what we
have started.

 


Like Akwari’s case, the race of
commitment has many “injuries” along the way but they don’t justify
quitting. If anything, “injuries” are meant to test the quality of
our commitment. If we know this, “injuries” will only inspire more
enthusiasm. This is the reason for which the Bible says:

 


My brethren, count it all joy
when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

—James
1:2-4.

 


It is important to remember
that the kingdom of God is for those who will uncompromisingly tear
their way through all hindrances that the enemy may want to put on
their way. The Lord Jesus Himself says:

 


… from the
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force.

—Matthew
11:12.

 


 


The Goal of
Commitment




The goal of our commitment is
to be made in the Lord’s image. The image that was stolen by the
enemy must be restored. The restoration in this regard is a process
that takes all our efforts throughout our lifetime. Our goal must
be to have it the way God intends it; to attain to the level of
relationship that doesn’t leave a gap in our life for the enemy; it
is to be made ready at all times. We must determine not to be
watchmen caught taking a nap.

 


In the last chapter of this
book, I talk about watching against spiritual slumber. Many people
play religious games. They only need to open their mouth and you
will be able to tell if they are awake or a sleep spiritually. They
are like a watchman on a night shift who comes to you early in the
morning and starts narrating what he dreamt last night. You will
quickly tell that he was sleeping on duty (an elaborate story about
this is told in chapter 15).

 


The following is God’s will for
us, paraphrased from Colossians 1:27-29:

 


To us God
willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery which is Christ in us, the hope of glory. Him we preach,
warning ourselves and everyone who would listen; teaching ourselves
and every man in all wisdom, that we may present ourselves and
every man willing to commit himself, perfect in Christ Jesus. To
this end we must all labour, striving according to His working
which works in us mightily.

 


The exhortation in the above
scripture shows that commitment will couch us into a winning team.
Dear beloved of God, embrace commitment that you may endear your
heart to the assurance of the hope of glory. And when you grasp
this hope, it is an eternal insurance—it doesn’t disappoint (Rom.
5:5).

 


 


Tribute to
Commitment




Commitment is the soul of a
relationship,

The measure is how much we
fellowship.

Commitment is a covenant
designed to endure forever,

Never to be taken for granted
whatsoever.

 


Commitment is a cure to
anxiety, it is a reliever,

Crucial and relevant for every
believer.

Commitment facilitates
spiritual health,

A condition far much desirable
than material wealth.

 


The love of money brings
grief,

While commitment to God brings
relief.

Commitment is the Lord’s
pleasure,

Believers must view it as a
treasure.

 


Commitment is no trouble,

Because its constitution is
noble.

If commitment is shallow,

The relationship will
fallow.

 


If commitment is proper,

The relationship will
prosper.

A relationship of covenant
commitment ensures security,

But half-hearted devotion, who
can stand its obscurity?

 


 



Reflections and Questions to Ponder

 


1. How would you rate your
commitment?

 


a) If an angel comes to
announce that there is only one person that has pleased God in his
commitment, would you sincerely jump for joy that you are the
one?

 


b) What are some areas that you
can honestly say that you need to let go in favour of serving
God?

 


2. Is there someone that you
look up to as a model of commitment? Without comparing yourself
with the person per se, what does his/her commitment teach you
about people who have given it all they have?

 


3. Why is it necessary to be a
committed Christian? Can one be a true Christian without
commitment? Why is it necessary for our Christianity to be
qualified as “committed”?

 


4. Commitment may not be tested
by how much we attend to religious activities but by how much we
give our heart to God.

 


a) Considering religious
activities as the cart and the heart as the horse, reflect on the
above statement, especially in relation to how it is easy in the
spiritual matters to “put the cart before the horse”.

 


b) Which of the following two
describes your commitment the way you perceive it:

 


i) ‘I do the things I do
because I am saved’,

 


ii) ‘I am saved because of the
things I do.’

 


iii) Which of the two, (i) and
ii, above) should be the right attitude and why? If you are not
sure, you may need to discuss it with someone who confesses to be
saved. To make it simple, look at it in the light of the following
question: Are you committed because of the things you do or you do
the things you do because you are committed?

 


iv) Is it true to hold that one
can do so much and still be disqualified as one who lacked
commitment? How can we explain the paradox? (see Matt. 7:22).

 



(BttC)

 


—Chapter
2—


 


TOTAL
SURRENDER

 


Did you know
that Ananias and Sapphira (in Acts 5) couldn’t have died if they
never attempted to give anything at all?

 


 


“For I bear
witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency
that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints. And not only as we had hoped, but they
first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of
God.”

(2
Corinthians 8:3-5).

 


 


Principle Number 1:

If You Are Going To Give It,
Give It All!

 


 


Either Commit
Fully or Don’t Bother


Many people
are willing to follow Jesus but problem results when
why and
how they would wish to
follow Him are considered. Because of this, we find people who are
supposedly His disciples yet they don’t seem to grasp the core
purpose for following the Lord.

 


Let us take an example. There
are people who take their time to go to a Bible college. Judging
from their lifestyle and conduct, some of them seem to “fight” the
very reason that ought to have taken them to the Bible College.
Isn’t it confoundingly ironical, for example, that there are
students who cheat during examinations in a Bible college? There
are cases where some Bible college students have been found
cheating when one of the main reasons for their studies is to at
least make them better disposed in ethical matters. This is an
irony of sorts.

 


In the book of
Acts 5:1-4, we read a chilling story of a couple that had initially
done well by identifying with the Church of Christ and choosing to
be part of the redeemed. They were willing to serve Jesus—or so it
looked—until it turned out that one has to be real to serve Him. Below is part of
the story:

 


But a certain
man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession.
And he kept back part of the
proceeds, his wife also being aware of it,
and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But
Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for
yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was
sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this
thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God’ (italics,
author’s emphasis).

 


When Ananias heard the words of
Peter, he fell down and died. Young men arose and wrapped him up,
carried him out, and buried him. Three hours later, his wife also
came in. She was not aware of what had happened. Peter asked her,
“Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?” (v. 8). The answer
she gave showed that they had colluded with her husband to lie.
Peter told her what had happened and declared that she would also
face the same fate like her husband. She immediately fell down at
Peter’s feet and breathed her last. The young men came in and found
her dead. For the second time in less than four hours, the young
men had another body to bury. They carried her out and buried her
by her husband. Their fate was sealed (Act 5:5-10).

 


This was hard! I always
struggle with the feeling that what happened to this couple was
cruel. The Bible records that so great fear came upon all those who
heard these things (vs. 5 and 11).

 


Verses 13 and 14 of Acts 5 tell
us the effect of what happened to this half-devoted couple. This is
what the Bible says:

 


Yet
none of the rest dared join
them, but the people esteemed them highly.
And believers were increasingly added to
the Lord, multitudes of both men and women
(italics, author’s emphasis).

 


Note that
there are two groups of people in the above verses: “the rest” and
“believers”. As expected, the death of Ananias and Sapphira brought
two different kinds of responses. Those who would have wanted to
“play games” with God—“the rest”—kept their distance; they dared
not to join them. On the contrary, those who were willing to commit
themselves fully believed—“believers”, the multitudes of which were
increasingly being added
to the flock. The idea of “added” means that these
people were initially not believers. It was the death of Ananias
and Sapphira that drew them to the faith. What an irony! These were
people who did not come to play games with the faith—they were
resolute. The cost of following Christ was not too high for them to
face.

 


 


 


Isn’t it
confoundingly ironical, for example, that there are students who
cheat during examinations in a Bible college?

 


 


 


The above case
shows that the very thing that keeps some people away will attract
others. It depends on their disposition. When it concerns the
things of God, it is not meant for people who are not serious. The
stake is too high for a pastime. There are people who are looking
for something real—something serious. Life is a serious matter and more so when it is
spiritual.

 


Many churches
try to make people feel comfortable at the expense of real
commitment. They don’t lay down the actual cost and meaning of
following Christ. They are wary of making people run away. The
Scripture, however, shows that making it difficult does not stop
people from coming to the Lord. When everyone ought to have feared and
altogether keeping their distance, noting that it had become
“dangerous” to be in the company of Peter, there were still
multitudes that still chose to follow Christ—the Bible describes
them as “believers… increasingly added to the Lord” (Acts
5:14).

Maintaining the standards of
Christ—what many people would call “being hard”—doesn’t stop people
who are ready to serve God from
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