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I Shit You Not


HUGH JASSBURN HAS ROAMED THE EARTH RESEARCHING HIS BOOKS, AND ONE THING HIS EXTENSIVE TRAVELS HAVE TAUGHT HIM IS WHAT A WEIRD AND WONDERFUL WORLD WE LIVE IN. COUNTRIES BANNING LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET, THE ACCIDENTAL TEABAG, AND HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED HOW MANY HORSE POWER A HORSE HAS? READ ON, YOU’LL BE AMAZED – I SHIT YOU NOT…
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2013 WAS THE FIRST YEAR SINCE 1987 TO COMPRISE FOUR DIFFERENT NUMBERS
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IN 1908 THOMAS SULLIVAN DISTRIBUTED TEA LEAVES IN SMALL SILK BAGS

HIS CUSTOMERS DIDN’T REALISE THAT THE LEAVES WERE SUPPOSED TO BE PUT IN METAL INFUSERS AND PLACED THE BAGS DIRECTLY INTO HOT WATER.

SOON SULLIVAN WAS INUNDATED WITH ORDERS, AND THE TEABAG WAS ACCIDENTALLY BORN.

 

 

 

 

 

THE ONLY COUNTRY BEGINNING WITH A ‘Q’ IS QATAR
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THE ONLY COUNTRY ENDING WITH ONE IS IRAQ
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USE OF THE LETTER ‘Q’ WAS TECHNICALLY ILLEGAL IN TURKEY UNTIL 2013

IN 1928 LEADER MUSTAFA KEMAL ATATÜRK ALSO BANNED ‘W’ AND ‘X’ TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE ARABIC SYSTEM TO THE ROMAN ONE. IT WAS ARGUED THAT ROMANISATION WOULD HELP SPELLING, IMPROVE LITERACY AND REDUCE PRINTING COSTS.
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SAINT-LOUIS-DU-HA! HA! IN QUEBEC, CANADA IS THE ONLY TOWN IN THE WORLD WITH TWO EXCLAMATION MARKS IN ITS NAME

 

 

 

 

 

A HA-HA IS A RECESSED ELEMENT DESIGNED TO CREATE A VERTICAL BARRIER WHILE PRESERVING A VIEW OF THE LANDSCAPE BEYOND

[image: ]

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE ISN’T MADE FROM COFFEE BEANS
 THEY’RE SEEDS

 

 

 

 

 

A STRAWBERRY IS NOT A BERRY
 A BANANA IS
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FINGERNAILS DON’T GROW AFTER DEATH
 NEITHER DOES HAIR
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YOUR TONGUE DOESN’T HAVE ‘TASTE AREAS’
 ALL PARTS DETECT ALL TASTES
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YOU CAN’T SEE THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA FROM SPACE
 OR FROM THE MOON
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EARTH IS CLOSER TO THE SUN IN JANUARY THAN JULY
 THE RAYS’ ANGLES, NOT DISTANCE, AFFECT TEMPERATURE
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THERE ARE ABOUT AS MANY
 BACTERIA IN YOUR BODY
 AS ACTUAL BODY CELLS
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THE SAUSAGE DOG OR DACHSHUND WAS FIRST BRED TO HUNT IN LOW, NARROW BADGER SETTS. ‘DACHSHUND’ TRANSLATES FROM GERMAN AS ‘BADGER DOG’.

 

 

 

 

 

IN 2007 JEREMY HARPER FROM BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, COUNTED TO ONE MILLION LIVE ON A WEBCAM – IT TOOK HIM 89 DAYS
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HE COUNTED FOR APPROXIMATELY 16 HOURS A DAY, AVERAGING JUST OVER 11,200 NUMBERS PER DAY
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IN 1988 THE LARGEST EVER RECORDED TURTLE WAS WASHED UP ON HARLECH BEACH IN WALES. THE LEATHERBACK WAS ESTIMATED TO BE 100 YEARS OLD. IT WAS NEARLY 2.75 M IN LENGTH AND WEIGHED 914 KG.
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IRISH MILLIONAIRE MICHAEL O’LEARY ONCE OWNED A TAXI WITH A HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE AND FITTED WITH A FARE METER SO THAT HE COULD USE THE BUS AND TAXI LANES IN DUBLIN
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THE NORTH STAR IS ESTIMATED TO BE 433 LIGHT YEARS FROM EARTH

[image: ]

IF YOU COULD STAND ON THE NORTH STAR WITH A TELESCOPE POWERFUL ENOUGH TO SEE THE EARTH, YOU WOULD SEE IT AS IT WAS IN THE LATE 16TH CENTURY
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THE HUMAN BRAIN IS MUCH MORE ACTIVE AT NIGHT THAN DURING THE DAY
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WHEN AWAKE, THE HUMAN BRAIN PRODUCES ENOUGH ELECTRICITY TO POWER A SMALL LIGHT BULB
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‘SPHENOPALATINE GANGLIONEURALGIA’ IS THE SCIENTIFIC TERM FOR BRAIN FREEZE
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THE HUMAN BRAIN IS 10% SMALLER THAN IT WAS 20,000 YEARS AGO
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IT’S ESTIMATED THAT ALL OF THE GOLD EVER MINED WOULD FIT INTO A 20x20x20-METRE CUBE

 

 

 

 

 

HANDSHAKES WERE ORIGINALLY MEANT TO ENSURE SOMEONE WASN’T CARRYING A CONCEALED WEAPON

THE GRIP PROVED THAT THE HAND WAS EMPTY AND THE SHAKE WAS MEANT TO DISLODGE ANYTHING HIDDEN IN THE SLEEVE
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IF YOU KEEP GOING NORTH YOU WILL EVENTUALLY GO SOUTH

IF YOU KEEP GOING EAST YOU WILL NEVER GO WEST
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THERE’S A CATHEDRAL IN NEW ZEALAND MADE OF CARDBOARD TUBES

FOLLOWING THE 2011 EARTHQUAKE IN CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND, ‘DISASTER ARCHITECT’ SHIGERU BAN WAS INVITED BY REV. CRAIG DIXON TO CREATE A CATHEDRAL FOR THE CITY. BAN COLLABORATED WITH CHRISTCHURCH FIRM WARREN AND MAHONEY AND BUILT THE STRUCTURE USING 86 CARDBOARD TUBES, WOOD AND GLASS.
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A HOTEL IN SWEDEN MADE ENTIRELY OF ICE WAS CLOSED DUE TO IT NOT HAVING SMOKE DETECTORS

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

THERE ARE TWICE AS MANY KANGAROOS IN AUSTRALIA AS PEOPLE

 

 

 

 

 

SUPERSTITIONS
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AT MIDNIGHT ON NEW YEAR’S EVE IN SPAIN, EATING 12 GRAPES BRINGS 12 MONTHS OF GOOD LUCK

IT’S UNLUCKY TO WALK BACKWARDS IN PORTUGAL, AS IT SHOWS THE DEVIL YOUR PATH

IN EGYPT IT’S BAD LUCK TO OPEN A PAIR OF SCISSORS WITHOUT CUTTING ANYTHING – AND WORSE TO LEAVE THEM OPEN!

 

 

 

 

 

SUPERSTITIONS
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IT’S GOOD LUCK IN FRANCE TO STEP IN DOG POO WITH YOUR LEFT FOOT, BUT BAD LUCK IF IT’S YOUR RIGHT

TOASTING WITHOUT EYE CONTACT IN GERMANY BRINGS YOU SEVEN YEARS OF BAD SEX

FLOWERS GIVEN TO A LOVED ONE IN RUSSIA SHOULD HAVE AN ODD NUMBER OF STEMS – AN EVEN NUMBER IS FOR THE DEAD
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THE CRACK SOUND A WHIP MAKES IS CAUSED BY A LOOP TRAVELLING ALONG THE LENGTH UNTIL IT REACHES THE SPEED OF SOUND AND CREATES A SONIC BOOM
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1823

JOHANN WOLFGANG DÖBEREINER
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1826

JOHN WALKER
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AN OCTOPUS HAS THREE HEARTS
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A GALLOPING HORSE PRODUCES 15–20 HORSE POWER
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GOATS HAVE RECTANGULAR PUPILS
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WHEN A MALE HONEY BEE CLIMAXES ITS TESTICLES EXPLODE AND IT DIES
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PIG BEACH IS AN UNINHABITED ISLAND IN THE BAHAMAS – IT IS POPULATED BY A COLONY OF WILD PIGS THAT LIVE ON THE ISLAND AND IN THE SURROUNDING WATERS
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THE SUN AND MOON APPEAR THE SAME SIZE BECAUSE THE SUN IS AROUND 400 TIMES FURTHER AWAY FROM EARTH THAN THE MOON, AND THE MOON IS ABOUT 400 TIMES SMALLER THAN THE SUN
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LUNATIC

FROM THE LATIN ‘LUNA’ MEANING ‘MOON’ – IT WAS BELIEVED THAT INSANITY WAS CAUSED BY CHANGES IN THE MOON

JEANS

NAMED AFTER GENOA, ITALY – THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN

MORTGAGE

FROM OLD FRENCH ‘MORT GAIGE’, MEANING ‘DEAD PLEDGE’, THE DEAL DIES IF THE DEBT IS PAID OR IF PAYMENT FAILS

 

 

 

 

 

DUNCE

AFTER SCOTTISH PHILOSOPHER JOHN DUNS SCOTUS, WHOSE THEORIES WERE DISCREDITED DURING THE 13TH CENTURY

GOODBYE

COMES FROM THE OLD ENGLISH PHRASE ‘GOD BE WITH YE’

SALARY

FROM THE LATIN ‘SALARIUM’, WHEN ROMAN SOLDIERS WERE PAID AN ALLOWANCE TO BUY SALT

 

 

 

 

 

A CHICKEN LIVED FOR 18 MONTHS WITHOUT A HEAD
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DURING SEPTEMBER 1945 LLOYD OLSEN AND HIS WIFE WERE KILLING CHICKENS ON THEIR FARM IN COLORADO
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