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Victory is the ultimate goal of every runner in a race. Similarly, it is everyone's desire to be a winner in the race of life. The Bible likens life to a race:

''Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the RACE that is set before us'' (Hebrews 12:1). ''Know ye not that they which run in a RACE run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.'‟ (I Corinthians 9:24). What is the winning factor to success? From a worldly point of view, success is by means of hard work, skill, smartness, professionalism, political connection, money, geographical location, among others. All these are good, however insufficient to make one successful in life. Scripture points out clearly that willpower; human effort and one's natural capabilities are not good enough to guarantee success. ''So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy''. (Romans 9:16) ''I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all''. (Ecclesiastes 9:11) What then is the winning secret? Apostle Paul unveils the mystery behind success, which is "The Grace of God". ''But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me". (I Corinthians 15:10) He humbly admits and acknowledges the fact that his success in life and ministry is by the grace of God. 

GRACE – The Only Sufficient Factor Grace is sufficient to guarantee victory. It is the only sufficient thing! All other things need the help of grace but grace can make it alone. „'For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me". (2 Corinthians 12:8-9) What then is this grace? 

• Grace is the God-factor in the race of life All other factors could be important but the God factor is the ultimate winning factor. The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the Lord.''(Proverbs 21:31) 

• Grace is God's ability instead of man's inabilities Paul always started and ended his letters with salutations of grace. He always punctuated his speech with grace, because he understood the significance of grace. Like Paul, you must learn to talk grace always; otherwise you will end up in „grass‟. 

• Grace is the anointing of God's Spirit Jesus had the anointing of God (grace) without measure. ''For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.''(John 3:34) He was full of grace: ''And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.'' (John 1:14) 

What does grace do in your life?

• Grace is a booster of destiny. It is the backup of destiny. It gives you extra strength to keep going while others are fainting along the way. David was a man endowed with grace from God. (1 Samuel 17) "For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.'' (Psalm 92:9 – 10)

• Grace qualifies the unqualified candidate and puts him on top. The Bible tells the story of four lepers at the gate of Samaria. When grace located them, they became national heroes and went from beggars to distributors. (2 Kings 7:1 – 10) 

• Grace is the help of God in your moment of helplessness. In Mark 5:1-20, Jesus encountered a mad man in the country of the Gadarenes. This man had been the subject of demonic torment for many years without help, but when grace located him, he was set free and made whole. Without doubt, grace is the ultimate winning factor in life. 
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The Master Key To Greatness
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The early church was full of mighty deeds. It was a church full of glory, prosperity and influence. It was a church that shook the world with the gospel and turned many from darkness to light. It was a church in which no one lacked anything. And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold". (Acts 4:32 – 34) This is the description of the church that Jesus came to establish as a model for the end-time church. God's plan for the church is for us to dominate the world through the power of the gospel. What was their secret? Grace! This is one thing that made the early church successful and influential. "...and great grace was upon them all" (Acts 4:33). The word "grace" comes from the Greek word charis. It means divine influence on the spirit or heart of a person or group of persons that gives them a competitive supernatural advantage in all things. This grace causes its recipients to rule and dominate in life. It gives them competitive advantage over
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