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	THE RAPTURE 

	 

	 

	The Tribulation is a seven-year period of God’s horrific judgments onto the earth. It is marked by wars, plagues, famines, earthquakes, and catastrophic, apocalyptic events in nature. These are detailed in the book of Revelation along with supporting passages in many other books of the Bible, It ends in the Battle of Armageddon, and the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

	 

	Part of the earth’s judgments happen through a frightening world leader referred to as the Antichrist. Not only is he responsible for a great deal of bloodshed and war, but he makes people on the earth take his mark. Those who do not take the Mark of the Beast will be murdered. The details of the Tribulation are so horrifying that the hope that many cling to is the teaching of the Rapture.  

	 

	The Rapture

	 

	The Rapture is a term that Evangelical Christians have given to the precept that those who are redeemed by the blood of Jesus will not go through the seven-year period of judgements described in the book of Revelation. Therefore, they will be taken out of the earth, just before the Tribulation begins and meet the Lord in the sky.  Those living prior to the Rapture will have lived through the fulfillment of the end time signs with all the hardship they bring. The book of Daniel refers to this time as the transgressors coming to the full, meaning that society is marked by grievous sinful, immoral behavior. 

	 

	Five Views of the Rapture

	 

	Despite the doctrine, not all theologians and prophecy students agree on the teachings regarding the Rapture. According to Manfred E. Kober, TH.D of Faith Baptist Theological Seminary, there are five Rapture positions. From the partial Rapture adherents who believes only those who are watching will be raptured, to the mid Tribulation view that the Rapture will occur during the middle of the Tribulation.  The Pre-Wrath Rapture regards it as occurring during the fourth quarter of the earth’s final seven years.    These are among the views that Manfred Kober mentions.

	 

	 The other belief is the Post Tribulation Rapture.  This teaches that there is no Rapture and only the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Many Calvinists hold this idea. Therefore, Evangelical Christians are divided on their interpretation of the Rapture Scriptures. 

	 

	In short some believe the Rapture occurs after the Tribulation. Others believe it happens before the Tribulation begins and some that it never takes place. The view that I will prove in this work, is the Pre-Tribulation Rapture or Pre- Trib view that the Rapture occurs just prior to the start of the seven-year Tribulation. 

	 

	The Pre -Trib Rapture Teaching’s Origins

	 

	The word Rapture is not used in the Bible. It is a term and doctrine first noted and taught by British theologian, educator and Bible translator John Nelson Darby. He who lived from 1800 to 1882, in around 1830. Darby is the father of dispensationalism. In his day he was the leading interpreter of Bible Prophecy. John Nelson Darby was a leading figure of the Plymouth Brethren, which originated in Dublin, Ireland. Christian Historians credit him as the originator of the Rapture promise and the father of modern dispensationalism and futurism. 

	 

	The Teaching Spread

	 

	 Darby taught that Christ will suddenly remove His bride, the Church. The belief was popularized by publisher Dwight Moody who also founded the Moody Bible Institute in 1886. During one of his visits to England in the 1870’s he met Plymouth Brethren, who informed him of the Rapture doctrine. That same year Moody invited Scofield to address a biblical conference in Northfield, Massachusetts. The focus was the authority of Scripture, acceptance of Jesus Christ as savior, and the period of earthly tribulation preceding the Second Coming. 

	 

	In 1890 Scofield established the Central American Mission and in 1895 a correspondence Bible course that enrolled 10k students’ intent on being pastors. In 1905 he went to work on his reference Bible, which was published in 1909. In 1913 Scofield helped found Philadelphia School of the Bible, which later became Cairn University. He died in 1921.  During his life was instrumental in bringing the Pre–Tribulation Rapture doctrine into the mainstream of Biblical teachings via his Bible Colleges, churches, and publications. 

	 

	Yet not all theologians agreed and thus came the varying views. In this work, I will not bore you with theologian’s jargon or who teaches which idea, rather this book omits all the non-essential information and instead proves the Rapture from pure analysis of the Scriptures. Moreover, it highlights teachings and passages untouched by these theologians.

	 

	Lack of Study

	 

	 The varying perspectives result in great part to a lack of research of the writings in the Bible. Even schools of theology teach what has been put together by former educators.  In Bible Prophecy are cliches that have been handed down since the early 1900’s, that are not applicable, such as one world religion. The late Jimmy DeYoung of Prophecy Today who was part of Word of Life and was a great contributor to Bible Prophecy News at a certain point stopped doing the research and was repeating fake new and popular conspiracy theories. When it came to the European Union his information was literally fiction. He even adopted Covid vaccine conspiracies which believe it is government control.  DeYoung died of COVID-19 at the age of 81.  The media jumped on the fact that a religious broadcaster who endorsed COVID-19 conspiracies died of COVID-19. His story presents a good example of lack of research in end time prophecy.

	 

	Distinct Settings

	 

	Jesus clearly describes two distinct and diverse settings of His return in the Rapture vs. the Second Coming. Moreover, other passages during the Tribulation are disregarded that also prove the Rapture. These will be discussed in this work.  It becomes clear that the Bible provides evidence of a Pre-Tribulation Rapture, which this book will reveal, minus the theology speak. I challenge any non-Rapture theologian or student to refute the Scriptural proof provided in these pages.   
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	NO PLAGUES FOR THE SAINTS

	 

	 

	The righteous do not suffer God’s earthly judgements. God ushered Lot and his family out of Sodom and Gomorrah before destroying the city.  He commanded Noah to build the ark, rescuing his kin from the flood. We see a pattern in the Old Testament that God does not let his people go through the judgements reserved for the unbelieving wicked.  God brings those who have placed their faith in his Son during the Church dispensation out of the Tribulation

	 

	Ezekiel 9

	 

	In line with the righteous not suffering God’s judgements we read about those who were spared in Ezekiel 9. In this account God decreed judgement on Jerusalem because the people descended into grievous sin and immorality. God sent six angels to destroy the sinful inhabitants and to not spare any of them. But, before God sent this plague of death, he instructed the angels to mark the righteous by putting a mark on their foreheads. This is also like the mark received by the 144 thousand, more on this in a later chapter.

	 

	Ezekiel 9: 3-4 calls the man clothed in linen who had an inkhorn to mark the righteous. Many believe this is Jesus: “Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of the temple. And he called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer’s inkhorn at his side, 

	 

	 Ezekiel 9:5 describes the judgment that took place, it reads:

	 

	 “To the others He said in my hearing “Go after him through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have pity. Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and begin in my sanctuary.” And the Lord said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sign and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.

	 

	The Tribulation Saints

	 

	It seems a contradiction that there are believers during the Tribulation who will go through it, when God’s pattern is to spare the righteous his wrath. We call these believers the Tribulation Saints and they are saved in the final dispensation. 

	 

	The Final Dispensation

	 

	The earth’s last seven years is the final dispensation of God working in the land of Israel and among the Jews.  The book of Daniel announces 70 weeks of specific prophetic events which will affect the nation, Israel.  A Biblical week equals seven secular years.  Seventy biblical weeks total 490 years, which encompass three decrees affecting Jerusalem.  Two of these have already happened: from the edict to rebuild Jerusalem under Cyrus, down to the cutting off the Messiah, was 483 years.  The remaining seven years await fulfillment (Dan. 9:24).

	 

	Christians in the Tribulation

	 

	Simultaneous with the Rapture is the sealing of the 144 thousand Jewish witnesses. They get saved just after the Rapture. For more on the 144 thousand witnesses see my book on them.  These will in part act as Evangelists who will preach during the Tribulation. These will be among those martyred. Therefore, the Tribulation Saints are primarily the Jewish believers in God’s final seven years dealing with the nation of Israel.  

	 

	Division of Righteous and Unrighteous

	 

	God miraculously ends the Ezekiel 38 war, which is a major miracle and sign from Him. This gives cause for the Antichrist to initiate the peace treaty, which God refers to as the Covenant of Death. There will then be the division of righteous and unrighteous Jews based on those who embrace the Antichrist as Messiah and those with wisdom and understanding who know his identity and have accepted Christ. 

	 

	Grace Does Not End with Rapture

	 

	The Rapture ends the Gentile church age. Grace does not end.  Those who take the Mark of the Beast will lose their salvation, because the Mark blasphemes the Holy Spirit. Jesus warned of the unpardonable sin during His ministry. Only it was not possible for men to commit the sin during that era. So, there is no contradiction or inconsistency. Moreover, the Holy Spirit is at work and does not leave when the Church is taken out in the Rapture. Evangelicals taught this falsehood without realizing that the Holy Spirit is at work during the Tribulation. It is in the Tribulation that the unforgivable sin can be committed via the Antichrist.  For more on this see my book Decoding 666 the Number of the Beast.

	 

	The Martyrs Will Not Suffer the Plagues

	 

	Revelation 12 states that during the time of the persecution by the Antichrist, the 1260 days, that God has a place prepared for the believers in the wilderness. Moreover Revelation 12:6 adds that in the course of the 1260 days of their persecution they are fed by God. It states:

	 

	6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

	Therefore, the Tribulation Saints do not suffer the third seal from the famine predicted in Revelation 6: 5-6:

	 

	5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”

	 

	The Bible also mentions Tribulation Saint’s protection from the fifth trumpet. These are the releasing of the locusts from the bottomless pit that sting men for five months. Revelation 9: 4-6 states:

	 

	4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them. 

	 

	Just as in Ezekiel 9, these believers marked by God to not experience the plagues. 

	All of the Tribulation Saints Will Die

	 

	While the Tribulation Saints are shielded from the Revelation Plagues, and the worst occur after their deaths, they are not exempt from the Antichrist’s campaign to kill them. The Bible tells us that the Antichrist accomplishes his aims, and each Christian is murdered. Moreover, this proves that there is no Rapture at the end of the Tribulation because there are no living believers on the earth when Jesus returns.

	 

	God Will Not Destroy the Earth if One Righteous Person Were Left

	 

	This aligns with what God promised to Abraham that if there was one righteous person left in the cities, God would not destroy them. This was relayed in God’s conversation with Abraham when he asked God if there were ten righteous would He destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and God told Abraham no. 

	 

	In line with God’s judgements not effecting the righteous, the worst of the Revelation plagues; the seventh trumpet, which issues the bowl judgements are unleashed onto the earth after their deaths While there will be the martyrs during the Tribulation who will die under the campaign of the Antichrist, the worst of God’s plagues are reserved for after the last Saint is killed.  There is not one Christian left at the pummeling of the earth by the stars and the great earthquake that levels mountains and sinks islands around the globe. Therefore, the Rapture fits in line with God’s pattern and the martyring of the Tribulation Saints do not defy it.  
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	1ST RESURRECTION BRANCHES INTO THREE

	 

	 

	One of the Scriptural facts that theologians have missed is that there are three resurrections that are part of the First Resurrection. The Second Resurrection happens after the millennium. The
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