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CHAPTER ONE THE GOLDEN AGE OF PIRATES  

The golden age of pirates and piracy on the high seas 1650-1726
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It's a common misconception that pirates were romantic renegades who lived on islands and sailed the open sea in search of treasure. In reality, they were brutal criminals who preyed on merchant ships and used their loot to finance empires. While many pirates did end up residing in the Caribbean, others made their home in areas as far-flung as the Red Sea or Indonesia. And while some had black flags fluttering from their masts, many others flew red or yellow ones.

Piracy was not limited to the Caribbean.

PIRACY WAS NOT LIMITED to the Caribbean. Pirates were active in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean, as well as in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, China Sea and Pacific.


●  The Mediterranean was a popular hunting ground for pirates because of its trade routes that connected Europe with North Africa and Asia. By attacking merchant ships on these routes, pirates could easily find rich pickings. In addition to plundering cargo they also kidnapped passengers who were then held for ransom or sold into slavery.

●  During this period there were numerous pirate bases located off both coasts of Africa which enabled them to attack ships traveling between Europe and Asia without having to return home if they failed to find any prizes worth seizing; these bases became established bases for buccaneers during their raids against Spanish colonies such as Cuba and Puerto Rico.


Barbary corsairs used their treasure to finance the Ottoman Empire.

THE BARBARY CORSAIRS were Muslim pirates who preyed on European shipping in the Mediterranean. They were funded by the Ottoman Empire, and they were based in North Africa. However, the term "Barbary Corsairs" isn't restricted to those operating from the coast of Algeria—the name was applied to any pirate operating out of a place called "Barbaria."

Pirates were not romantic renegades.

THERE ARE A LOT OF misconceptions about pirates. Another common misconception is that pirates were romantic renegades, but this couldn't be farther from the truth.

Pirates were ruthless and cruel—their violence was not only directed at their enemies, but also toward anyone who got in their way. They would kill anyone who threatened their way of life or stood between them and treasure—even if it was just one passenger on board a ship they captured! That being said, many people did live through encounters with pirates and lived to tell the tale (more on this later).

In short: don't believe everything you hear about pirates being heroic or romantic figures just because modern day films portray them as such! Most of what Hollywood has told us about these men isn't true—they were criminals who took over ships by force (or sometimes even without any battles) simply because they could get away with it; there's nothing heroic about breaking into someone else's home without permission is there?

Jamaican pirates were eventually expelled from their base in Port Royal by a massive earthquake.

IN 1692, JAMAICA WAS hit by a massive earthquake. It was the second-largest earthquake ever recorded in history and caused over 2,000 deaths—including many pirates who were living at Port Royal.

The quake destroyed much of the city and left it unable to sustain its economy as a pirate haven anymore. The capital was moved to Kingston, which is still the island's largest city today.

Pirate crews were not democratic.

THE WORD “DEMOCRACY” comes from the Greek words demos and kratos, which literally mean “people power.” The idea is that everyone in a society has equal rights and responsibilities. In practice, this means citizens have a say in their government's actions through voting or other forms of participation.

Pirate crews were not like this at all—they did not have any kind of democratic structure or system of governance. There was no election process for captains or crew members to rise through the ranks either; pirates simply took what they wanted when they wanted it, whether it was treasure or booty (the goods taken from captured ships).

Pirates also didn't answer to anyone above them on land or at sea—they weren't forced to follow laws as long as they stayed far away from ports where authorities could enforce them.

Pirate ships were not identical to merchant ships.

MOST PIRATE SHIPS WERE smaller than merchant vessels, and they had more speed and agility. This was because pirates did not carry heavy cargo like a regular merchant ship would carry, so the ship could be smaller. Also, the crew of a pirate ship was usually much smaller than that of a merchant vessel, because pirates needed only to be able to sail their vessel effectively. Because these ships carried less weight, they were lighter and could move faster through the water.

Pirate ships also did not have cabins for captains or sails on top of them (which was common among other kinds of large seafaring vessels). Sailors often slept below deck in hammocks instead of beds; food was stored in lockers, sailors bathed with seawater rather than fresh water; there were no toilets aboard pirate vessels—instead it was common practice for men who needed to relieve themselves on long voyages at sea simply climb overboard into their small boats anchored nearby!

Most pirate ships had black flags, but there were exceptions.

MOST PIRATE SHIPS HAD black flags, but there were exceptions. The most famous of these is the red flag that flew on Captain Henry Morgan's ship during his raid on Panama in 1671. The red flag meant no quarter—anyone who resisted was to be killed or enslaved without mercy.

Pirates sometimes flew different flags depending on who they were attacking. For example, if they encountered a Spanish galleon carrying its own cargo as well as a treasure shipment from Peru or Mexico, they would hoist their usual black pirate flag and then use another one with an image of a woman holding a palm branch in her right hand and reaching out toward three castles flying Spanish flags beneath her left arm (this was meant to represent Spain's power over Portugal). This second flag let everyone know not only that this Spanish vessel was carrying booty but also that it belonged to someone other than Spain itself; thus it could be taken by force without breaking any international laws concerning property rights over cargo owned by other countries' citizens traveling across open waters aboard vessels registered with their governments instead of private companies like those owned by merchants seeking protection from piracy through common carriers such as Lloyd's of London."

Some pirates and privateers were women.

YOU MAY BE SURPRISED to learn that some pirates and privateers were women. In fact, they were rare, but they did exist. They include:


●  Mary Read (1690-1721)

●  Anne Bonny (circa 1689-1720)


Mary was a pirate who disguised herself as a man to board ships and steal their treasure. She became friends with Anne Bonny, who was the lover of the pirate Calico Jack Rackham. Both Mary and Anne used to dress like men because it was easier for them to get work on ships if they were men instead of women. If you saw these women walking down the street in your town today, you might think they were just regular girls out for a stroll.

Piracy on the high seas was a brutal business and pirates were ruthless with their prey.

PIRATES WEREN'T THE most compassionate people on the high seas, and they would not hesitate to kill if it meant a profit. They tortured captives for information, especially those who had money or goods that pirates could take from them. Pirates also killed for fun; torturing captives was seen as a sport by some pirates.

What’s more, pirates would kill anyone who tried to escape from them—even captives who had surrendered before capture.

So, as you can see, there was a lot of piracy in the early 1700s. We can’t say for sure whether it was the “golden age of pirates” or not (especially since we don’t know what other golden ages there might have been), but it definitely seems like the time period had more than its share of sea-going outlaws. This era marked a turning point in history when nations built navies with an eye towards protecting their trade routes rather than dominating others militarily—and pirates were able to thrive because they were still able to prey on the merchant ships that sailed through dangerous waters without support from any government.
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CHAPTER  TWO SIR FRANCIS DRAKE  

Sir Francis Drake world famous pirate
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The life of Sir Francis Drake has been the subject of legends since his death. He was a privateer, navigator, explorer, and politician – but most importantly he was a pirate.

Early Life

FRANCIS DRAKE WAS BORN in 1540 in Tavistock, Devon, England. His father was a Protestant farmer and his mother was a widow who remarried another farmer. At age 12, Drake began to go on sailing voyages with his stepfather's fleet of ships. In 1569 he led an attack against the Spanish settlement of Nombre de Dios (near modern-day Colón) in Panama. The Spanish town had become rich through trade with Central America and South America, but Drake's raid ruined the town's economy by stealing its gold bullion shipments and burning all its ships at sea so they could not return home or leave port again until new ships were built to take their place; this caused a great financial loss for Spain as well as depriving it of precious metals used by colonists elsewhere around the world."

England and the New World

ENGLAND WAS A POWERFUL country in the 16th century. It had a strong navy and was involved in many wars with Spain. Spain was a powerful empire at the time, with colonies in Central and South America (called “the New World”). The Spanish navy was also very strong, so it wasn’t easy for England to attack their colonies there.

Double crosses and war

DRAKE WAS A PRIVATEER and politician. As a sailor, he commanded three ships in the service of Queen Elizabeth I—the Pelican, Golden Hind, and


Francis Drake was a brilliant commander, navigator, and seaman, who changed the course of European history.


Francis Drake was born in 1540 in Devonshire, England.





The family returned to England after Mary's death.



Drake's father died when he was young and his mother remarried another farmer with a salt-works and small fleet of ships that sailed to France and Spain.


Drake worked with his stepfather's fleet as a boy and began sailing out of privateering expeditions out of Plymouth, England in 1563.


His first major expedition took place in 1569 when he led an attack against the Spanish settlement of Nombre de Dios in Panama.


King Philip II of Spain was furious over this attack, but Drake was not afraid to tangle with him again and again.

He was knighted by Queen Elizabeth I in 1581 for his incredible success as both a privateer against the Spanish and as a politician for the English Parliament.


He continued to lead attacks against the Spanish until he died of dysentery at sea near Puerto Rico in 1596.


A pirate also called a corsair or buccaneer was a privateer.


The most famous pirates were probably Blackbeard and William Kidd.



Pirate ships were usually armed with cannons, guns, and other weapons.
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