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King of Swords

Alice spread the special deck and drew a card. She straightened the deck on the shelf and took the King of Swords with her. She was walking upstairs when Madeline was showing a client into the tarot reading room. Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk.

She could hear the music coming from the greenhouse where Eliot was working. She found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took notes. She was still on court cards, but now she was on a king. Once again, she knew kings didn’t always denote a man, but could mean a woman too. Gender in tarot had more to do with masculine and feminine traits rather than biology.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen as the music stopped. Eliot stepped into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and stood by waiting to hear about the card of the day.

Madeline didn’t turn around or turn her head. She just kept her eyes on her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Swords.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is the power of life and death. It’s intelligence, reputation, determination, ambition and power. It can be a person of law, a doctor, self employed person, an intentional leader or any professional person. It can also be authority, responsibility, authoritarianism, strategic thought, educated, being prepared or being polite.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a domineering person or a narcissist. It can mean beating a dead horse, cruelty, rudeness, perversity, censorship, holding back the truth and injustice.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together. Everyone agreed without saying anything that the food was delicious.

Eliot asked, “So, Alice, who is the King of Swords to you?”

Alice blinked. “Madeline is the upright King of Swords and my mother is the reversed King of Swords.”

Eliot smiled. “Madeline, do you take that as a compliment or an insult?”

Madeline laughed. “My sister would take it as an insult because she will tell you she is a woman and not a man. I am well aware that gender in tarot has more to do with masculine and feminine traits rather than biology.”

Eliot laughed. “Just checking.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m glad you find it so amusing. I can assure you, my sister would not.”

Eliot asked, “Why do you think that, Alice?”

Alice smiled. “Well, my mother is a narcissist and she’s rude to people. She can be cruel and arbitrary. She tends to keep secrets and I doubt she knows what the truth is. She tends to dominate me and does her best to remake me in her image while ignoring that I’m a completely different person.”

Madeline frowned. “Sounds as if she hasn’t changed.”

Alice continued, “Madeline, on the hand, takes responsibility for herself. She is determined and powerful. She is technically still in authority over us and she is a good leader. She is a self employed professional person with a good reputation. She is educated and she’s prepared and polite.”

Madeline gasped. “Polite? I thought I was still a curmudgeon.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

Alice said, “You can be polite in spite of your guff exterior. You did it at the fair.”

Madeline said, “Humph, if you say so.”

Alice and Eliot laughed again.

Madeline blinked. “Okay, I have more tarot clients. I’ll see you later.” She left the kitchen to deal with the next client.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse. He pulled up orders on the big screen and turned on music. They got right to work. His crafting was done for the day for the orders. So, he prepared boxes and labels. Then he watched to see where she was at for her part.

He made notes of which plants she needed, grabbed his tools and went to find the plants. She kept crafting the toiletry items and added them to their respective orders. She was sealing up boxes just as the delivery person stopped by.

The delivery person accepted the boxes from her. “Where’s your partner? He’s usually here working right with you.”

“He went to get more plant material so I can keep crafting my toiletry items.”

“Oh.”

“There he is now.”

“Oh, hey!” The delivery person loaded the boxes on their vehicle and waved to Eliot.

Eliot waved back. The delivery person took off and Eliot prepared the plant material. Alice checked over the smaller orders and did what she could until she had all the ingredients. Clients came and went happy with their small orders.

Eliot finished with the plant material, labeled each item and set them on the shelf where Alice would find what she needed. She was able to finish all the small orders in time even though clients came and went. Then she worked on her stock to ensure things would be there for the next day.

Eliot and Alice cleaned up the greenhouse and then heard Madeline cooking in the kitchen. They smiled to each other. They danced for a bit while the cats meowed and played together in front of the elves. The elves kissed, turned off the music and walked hand in hand to the kitchen.

They let go of each other. He set the table and she grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Madeline blinked. She looked at the young elves. “I dreamed you two were busy working in the greenhouse. Working together and independently.”

Alice blinked. “We do that everyday.”

Madeline nodded. “And I saw you dealing with the delivery person and clients who just stop by. Everyone is so happy around you two. Even the neighborhood cats are happy. I don’t remember seeing them so playful around here.”

Alice smiled. “Eliot and I have considered adopting a cat.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “Adopt a cat? Do you know how to take care of one?”

Alice answered, “We set out a litter box, food and water. Clean up after them and give them toys. Play with them and pet them.”

Madeline stared at her niece. “I see. Well, I hope you will at least consult me before adopting any cats.”

Eliot asked, “Madeline, do you have any objections to cats living here?”

Madeline sighed. “They can be destructive and demanding, but there are ways to work with them. You just have to remember how stubborn they can be.”

Eliot nodded. “Alice thought you might not like what they’d do to the house. You do like order and cleanliness.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m glad you understand that. I’m glad you two clean up after yourselves. I know I couldn’t keep this house clean by myself. It wouldn’t matter if you two were here now or not.”

Alice said, “Well, I do understand the need for order. I don’t have a problem with cleaning up after myself.”

Eliot added, “I never minded cleaning up after myself either. I guess that’s why we’ve always gotten along so well.”

Madeline smiled. “Yes, this is true. I never had to tell either one of you to clean up after yourselves. You just do it.” She stood up. “I have no idea if I can handle a cat in my house. Just don’t be rash or foolish and please ask me before you bring anyone new into this house.”

Both Eliot and Alice readily agreed as it was Madeline’s house and she was still in charge of what went on. She left the kitchen to relax a bit before going back to bed. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Then they went for a walk. They held hands and the neighborhood cats shared in their happiness. Madeline took some incense to the attic to spend time with the ghosts living there.

James looked at her. “What is it, Madeline?”

“The young ones are thinking about adopting a cat. They do have a good idea of how to take care of one. I give them that.”

James smiled. “So, they want a fur baby. Sounds like things are progressing with them.”

Madeline sighed. “I’ve never had to tell either one to clean up after themselves. They just do it. I can’t complain about that. I know I can’t keep this house clean by myself anymore. It’s too much for me now.”

Mr. Flowers said, “At least you can admit it. I’m glad Alice and Eliot clean up after themselves.”

Madeline nodded. “Sometimes I think they must do general cleaning around the house without telling me. Otherwise, there would be more dust than there is around here.” She blinked. “Come to think of it, I now see the attic doesn’t look too bad. When was the last time I cleaned here?”

James and Mr. Flowers smiled. They shrugged their shoulders.

James answered, “It’s been quite a while, but we can tell you that either Alice or Eliot or even both tend to come up here once a week to clean the attic. Those two keep themselves busy.”

Madeline nodded. “I guess they’ve noticed I’ve slowed down and I just let them take over what I can’t do anymore. I’m glad I can still cook for them.”

Mr. Flowers smiled. “They do appreciate your cooking.”

Madeline sighed. “It’s the least I can do for them after everything they do for me. They don’t even tell me to retire. Or try to put me in a home.”

The ghosts and the elder elf smiled at this demonstration of respect.
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