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Chapter 1 The Twins

Cruello and Diablo waited to be released. It had been too long since they had lost the University of Ceres. They had tried to reclaim it once with the help of Williams, but that attempt had failed. The twins waited in silence as the guards read their new rights and freedoms. Not that the twins were listening, but they were silent.

They were given the clothes they had worn before they were put into prison. They changed into them to discover they didn’t fit as they had used to. They looked at one another and blinked. They could see they had lost some weight because they were unable to eat what they wanted to eat.

They were given the rest of their things and released. They blinked in the sunlight wondering how they would get back to Ceres. It was the only thing which mattered to them now. The gate was opened for them and they walked through it. They didn’t stop walking for several minutes.

It wasn’t until they had reached the train station that they stopped and looked around.

“Diablo, we need transportation fast.”

“Cruello, this is just our first stop. We need to charge our devices and contact Williams.”

“Good idea. He can give us a ride with his spaceship.”

They found a place where they could charge up their devices easily. So, they waited. They watched other people coming and going. Catching trains. Meeting people. The twins remained silent. It was only a matter of time before they could reclaim the University of Ceres and bring it back online.

They had a connection they could use now. Their devices were now fully charged up. They picked them up and sent a quick message to Williams. They didn’t have to wait long for a response back. They smiled and got two tickets for the train they needed. They got on board and soon they were on their way.

The train stopped at the spaceport. Diablo and Cruello got out and went to the waiting room. They sat down and begun to assess their situation while they waited for Williams to pick them up.

“Diablo, we don’t have access to the computer.”

“Cruello, that’s not good. That’s why we have to go there and see what’s going on.”

“The robots were reprogrammed. They aren’t responding to us remotely.”

“It was those kids we flunked. They were such a disappointment.”

“What if they are there to ensure we can’t reclaim our university?”

“Then we will have to deal with them.”

Hours passed as they continued to plan. Before they had realized it, Williams showed up.

“Diablo and Cruello, it’s good to see you out and free once again. I am happy to take you back to Ceres. It’s your university as far as I’m concerned and you should be able to run it as you see fit.”

The twins looked from their devices. “Thanks for your vote of confidence. We’re ready to leave now.”

Williams smiled. “This way to my ship.”

They followed in silence. They got on board the small private spaceship and soon took off. Williams piloted it.

“Diablo and Cruello, do you know what will happen when you arrive?”

“We will check on the robots. They might be deactivated.”

“Or worse, someone may already be living there.”

Williams blinked. “No one should be living there. It’s off limits.”

“Not to us,” both twins said at the same time.

Williams nodded. “No, not to you, but to most everyone else. So, there shouldn’t be anyone there when we arrive.”

“We certainly hope not.”

“It’s time to reclaim our university and open it again to prospective students.”

Williams smiled. “I’m looking forward to a new and improved University of Ceres. If I had any kids, I’d send them to your school.”

The twins smiled. They were in space again and soon they were continuing their plan for their school. The first step was taken care of with Williams taking them to Ceres. The next step was to get into the computer and take over again. They would have to reprogram the robots once again so they could do what they wanted.

They ignored all the laws that were against them in hopes they could resurrect their school into something more and better than what it was once before. They had no idea what they would encounter once they arrived on Ceres.

They wanted to believe Williams that they had nothing to worry about. So, they kept planning all the things they would do once they arrived on Ceres without any worry or fear. Williams for his part continued to pilot his spaceship through the solar system and handled the asteroid field deftly. He wasn’t worried at all.

But it wouldn’t be long before they would all discover how wrong they were to attempt this last mission together.

Fox sighed when she read the message from Natasha and Nolan. She looked up to see her nephew standing across the room waiting.

“What is it, Lorna?”

“Adrius, we have to go to Ceres now. The twins who built the University of Ceres are getting released.”

He blinked. “Oh?”

She blinked. “Natasha and Nolan are there now waiting.”

“Why would they do that?”

She smiled. “I did give them permission to go back to Ceres anytime, but to let me know when they do. They are keeping their end of the deal. I agree with them, I know the twins will get there as soon as they can. So, we need to be there too.”

“I see. I am somewhat familiar with what happened to the last class at that school.”

“I’ll send you the reports we have on it. You should familiarize yourself with the facts.”

“I will do that.”

She sent him the reports. He sat down on the couch and read them on his tablet computer. He said nothing as she left for the bridge to give her commands for the trip. It didn’t take her long and then she walked back to her cabin.

Adrius was still reading. She blinked and waited for him to finish. He finished and looked up to see her watching him.

“Lorna, this is serious. I agree the twins are likely to go back to Ceres to rebuild and start over.”

Lorna Fox nodded. “I’m glad you understand the seriousness of this mission. We’re not sure how they will get there, but we need to be there as soon as possible. The crew is getting ready now.”

Adrius sighed. “Do you ever miss Pluto?”

She shook her head. “No. It wasn’t necessary for me to stay there. Some of the crew stayed there to continue the colony. I never had a problem with that. I was ready to travel again.”

“And you were willing to take me with you.” He smiled.

She smiled back. “I never minded you being here. You’re full of surprises. I trust there will be more.”

“I do have a question about who is waiting at Ceres for us.”

“Oh?”

“I noticed Nolan’s surname is Skye. On Mars, I met Nova Skye and we danced. Could they be related?”

Lorna blinked. “I have no idea. I’m not aware of Nolan or Natasha’s families. I’ve only met them.”

“Okay. I only ask because Nova told me she was traveling with her family. She didn’t tell me their names, but she did point them out to me.”

Lorna nodded. “I have pictures of Nolan and Natasha. Let me pull them up for you.” She pulled out her tablet computer and found the pictures. She showed them to her nephew.

He blinked. “That’s them. I saw them dancing. So, Nova is probably with them.” He ran his hand through his unruly red hair. He smiled. “I was hoping I’d met her again.”

Lorna smiled. “Women can come and go. What’s so special about Nova?”

His smiled increased. “I’m not sure yet. I regret not getting her contact info when I had the chance. I know I don’t want to scare her off, but I hope we can get to know each other better. I know like me she is looking for someone special.”

“I see. That doesn’t sound too bad. I just hope your feelings for her won’t get in the way of what I’ll need to ask you to do.”

“What are you going to ask me to do?”

“Work with Natasha and Nolan. You may have to face the twins. I don’t know how bad it will be. We ran into them once already and it was easy to get rid of the twins and Williams. At that time, the twins weren’t done with their sentence. This time, they are done with that and we only have a guess as to what they want to do next.”

“I see. So, we need to keep an eye on them.”

“Yes, we need actual proof or else we can’t do anything to them other than get them for violating the ban on Ceres.”

He nodded. “There is that. Can we do anything if they try to reprogram the robots or attempt to get into the computer?”

“Yes, we can. Natasha and Nolan have already mentioned those things and they are currently working on protecting the computer and the robots. They told me that in their report.”

Again he nodded. “Good. That’s at least something. Do you want me to get to know the twins?”

She smiled. “That’s not a bad idea. It’s a good start. If you can get to know them, you could guess what they are planning.”

He smiled. “Or get them to tell me. I’m not technically enlisted in the Space Military, so that’s to my advantage.”

She nodded. “Okay, that would be a good thing for you to do. If Nova is there, I hope she doesn’t distract you.”

His smile grew. “I’ll do my best. I do work for you.”

“I’m glad you do. It’s too bad my brother doesn’t know how good you are at working. I understand you couldn’t stand the boring jobs. I hope you’re challenged enough with me.”

He chuckled. “You are good at challenging where others have failed in my past. I hope it continues.”

“It will.”

He blinked.

“What are you thinking about?”

“The ball on Mars. Dancing with Nova Skye. Her dress was the color of Mars. It was easy to talk with her. I hope it will be like that the next time I see her.”

Lorna smiled. She had never had a romance like that in her life. She didn’t regret it. She knew she wasn’t interested. She just wanted her career and she was happy without romance. Her nephew was an unexpected gift she had never seen coming. She missed most of his growing up because of her work.

Yet, here he was. All grown up and quite capable unlike the person her brother had told her about. She smiled on her nephew admiring his youth and motivation. His stamina was great. He hadn’t disappointed her. She had told him how it would be if he wanted to shadow her.

He had accepted the terms and they were still working together taking care of things throughout the solar system. He was full of surprises. She wondered if he was falling for Nova Skye and what would become of that. She hoped he wouldn’t have a broken heart. It was hard to tell with things like this.

If Nova Skye was on Ceres, then Lorna would meet her and then things would get even more interesting. Lorna had no idea how many people would end up on Ceres other than the key players of herself, her nephew, her crew, the twins, Natasha and Nolan.

Lorna Fox made some notes and questions. Adrius Fox did the same. He based his on the official reports he had just read. She made hers on the official reports and what she remembered from the first time she was on Ceres.

Then there was nothing more they could do now, but wait until they had arrived, when they could meet with Natasha and Nolan and see what needed to be done and how much time they would have before the twins would arrived.

Aunt and nephew continued to work until they were too tired and hungry to think. Then they went to buffet hall and got food. They ate together. There was no point of them trying to eat with anyone else. The rest of the crew wouldn’t eat with them.

Adrius had soon learned when he was on board that no one wanted to talk to him unless they wanted to brown nose to get to his aunt. So, he gave up any hope of making friends among the crew. He had his aunt and she was enough for him.

As he ate, he continued to remember the time he had spent with Nova Skye. He looked forward to meeting her again. He wasn’t sure what to expect. He hoped he could get to know her better. He was patient. He figured it was the best way to go.

He also hoped she would tell him what her boundaries were so he wouldn’t cross them and mess anything up for her. He smiled in hope he would see her again and she was just as charming as she was on Mars.

The spaceship was on its way to Ceres as the rest of the crew did their jobs once the orders had been given. Lorna Fox sent a report to her commanding officers notifying them of the situation. She had just received a response back that they were fine with what she was doing.

She smiled as she ate knowing she had earned their trust. There was nothing more she wanted in that moment. She was happy with her career and her nephew. She knew he wouldn’t always be there and that was fine with her. She could let him live his life.


Chapter 2 Ceres

Williams landed his small spaceship next to the larger one. Diablo and Cruello frowned to see another spaceship already on Ceres as they landed. They wanted for the green light. Soon some robots came and let them out.

The robots said, “Welcome to Ceres.”

Diablo and Cruello stared at the robots.

Williams said, “Thank you. The twins will be reclaiming ownership of Ceres.”

The robots said, “We already have masters who aren’t you.”

Diablo said, “We are your masters.”

Cruello said, “We were just away for a time and now we’re back.”

The robots didn’t blink. “The University of Ceres will not be rebuilt. It became a danger. The only two survivors of the last class are now here. They’ve been expecting you.”

The twins gasped. “That can’t be!”

The robots said, “It is and a Space Military ship is now about to land. Please step aside so they can do so.”

Williams raised an eyebrow. “A Space Military ship here? Hopefully, it’s not Fox.”

The robots didn’t hesitate. “Fox is in command of the ship. Please follow us.”

Williams, Diablo and Cruello followed the robots and looked up to see the Space Military ship land. Williams screamed Diablo and Cruello froze in place.

Williams asked, “So now what? I thought you two could create excellent plans. Your university was a success. Now she’s here again! I don’t think I can stand it!”

“Diablo, let’s see our former students.”

“Cruello, I believe that’s a good idea.”

The twins followed the robots to discover it wasn’t just Natasha and Nolan living on Ceres, but three more people. The twins stopped when they saw all five people working with the robots.

“Diablo, who are these people?”

Nova looked up from her work. She stared hard at the twins. She knew who they were and could tell them apart. She frowned at them. Newt looked up and raised an eyebrow. Night glanced at the twins and gestured to her son.

Nolan said, “I think the former rulers are back.”

The twins said, “We are. This is our asteroid and our university. Why are you here?”

Natasha smiled. “To prevent you from starting the University of Ceres again. This asteroid is off limits now.”

The twins screamed and ran to their former office. Everyone watched them. Williams blinked and ran after the twins.

Night said, “Those twins are quite immature and probably about Nova’s and my age.”

Nova clenched her teeth. “They are close to our age. They haven’t changed. They do look older than when I saw them last.”

Newt asked, “Should we be worried that they’re back inside that office?”

Nolan said, “That was their office. How well did you secure the computer?”

Newt smiled. “We’re about to find out.”

Naomi stood by as a ghost and waited. She had faith in her family to stick together and prevent another disaster from happening on Ceres.

A robot escorted Fox and a man with unruly red hair into the area. The robot said, “May I present Lorna and Adrius Fox.”

Lorna and Adrius took a bow.

The robot continued, “Here are Natasha, Newt Marshall, Nova, Night, and Nolan Skye.”

The Skye family waved as their names were mentioned. Lorna and Adrius approached them.

Lorna asked, “What’s the status? We know they’re back.”

Natasha blinked. “Both twins and Williams are in the twins’ former office.” She pointed up.”

Lorna sighed. “Williams, as in the bane of my career?”

Nolan answered, “The junior version.”

“He’s bad enough.”

Adrius said, “I didn’t know you had some trouble with members of the Space Military.”

Lorna sighed. “It’s a long story, but my superiors know I can be trusted and I won’t mess up things. They know we’re here.”

Adrius nodded. “Of course. You sent them a report about it.”

Lorna said, “I did and I volunteered for this.”

Adrius looked around and saw Nova. He smiled at her. She blinked and smiled back. Lorna noticed and didn’t say anything. No one else said anything either. It wasn’t clear anyone else noticed. Naomi did and smiled. No one saw her or noticed her because she was a ghost.

Nolan said, “The twins are probably trying to hack into the computer right now. My dad, Newt, said we’re about to find out how well they do.”

Lorna nodded. “Alright. Newt Marshall?”

Newt said
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