

  


  Discerning the Day of the Lord


  Convergence of End Time Prophecies
 in the Book of Isaiah


  The darkness that will come upon the people of God at the beginning of the day of the Lord shall not be the same as the affliction that came upon her when Jesus came the first time. The end of the age of grace will not be as dark as the end of the age of the law because the [Gentile] people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; those that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined.


  Yes, it’s true that great apostasy has engulfed much of Western Europe and seems to be making quite a bit of headway in North America. But what about places (to name a few) such as China, Iran, Egypt, Venezuela, Cuba, Brazil, Colombia, Africa, and even India, where the gospel is surging?


  Most of the end-time harvest is taking place under great adversity and persecution. So, for now it can be said, As thou hast multiplied the nation [the people of God], thou hast not increased the joy. But the day of the Lord will be the biggest game-changer ever seen in human history. For those among the people of God who have clean hearts when Jesus returns, They shall rejoice before thee as they rejoice in the harvest and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil, even as all the kingdoms of this world crumble and come down.
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  PART I


  

  Message One


  Isaiah 1


  1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.


  The governments of these four kings of Judah lasted for a total of one hundred and thirteen years. Uzziah, a more or less godly king, reigned for fifty-two years. His son Jotham was also godly and reigned sixteen years. Then came evil King Ahaz, who reigned for another sixteen years, followed by godly King Hezekiah, who reigned twenty-nine years.[11]


  Immediately prior to the beginning of the reign of Hezekiah, this was the state of affairs:


  2 Kings 17


  15 And they rejected his statutes and his covenant that he made with their fathers and his testimonies which he testified against them, and they followed vanity and became vain and went after the Gentiles that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them, that they should not do like them.


  16 And they left all the commandments of the LORD their God and made themselves molten images, even two calves, and made groves and worshipped all the host of heaven and served Baal;


  17 and they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire and used divination and enchantments and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.


  18 Therefore, the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah only.


  19 But not even Judah kept the commandments of the LORD their God; to the contrary, they walked in the statutes of Israel which they themselves had made.


  20 And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel and afflicted them and delivered them into the hand of spoilers until he had cast them out of his presence.


  It isn’t that God had premeditated or foreordained for the ten northern tribes of Israel to be completely defeated, destroyed, and carried away by their enemies. Here is what Scripture records about eighty years earlier:


  2 Kings 14


  27 and the LORD had not yet determined to blot out the name of Israel from under heaven; therefore, he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam, the son of Joash.


  The ten tribes of Israel completely lost their identity by persisting in corporate and individual sin until God eventually cut them off. The remnant of Judah fared better (in that they retained their national identity) even though two-thirds were cut off, and the remaining third was taken captive to Babylon for seventy years. Then God awakened the spirit of Cyrus and Darius (pagan kings of the Persians and the Medes) to open the way for a relatively small remnant to return and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple under Ezra and Nehemiah.


  These are lessons we should take to heart. On the one hand, God desires to bless his people. He wants us to prosper both spiritually and economically. He wants to supply all of our need. On the other hand, if the people of God begin to afflict the heart of God and insist on going against his will, he will eventually cut them off. He may even withdraw from entire nations (or denominations), placing them under severe judgement. Among the nations of the world today, there are many people in many places who are going completely against the will of God.


  God´s Complaint Against His People


  Isaiah 1


  2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the LORD speaks, I have nourished and brought up sons, and they have rebelled against me.


  3 The ox knows his owner, and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel does not know, my people do not have understanding.


  4 O sinful nation, people laden with iniquity, generation of evildoers, corrupt sons! They have forsaken the LORD; they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger; they have turned back.


  5 Why should I chastise you any more? Ye will revolt more and more; every head is sick, and every heart faint.


  6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in him; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.


  After exhausting all remedies and after repeatedly raising up prophets to sound an alarm and call his people to repentance, God finally expounds his case with the heavens and the earth as witnesses.


  7 Your country is desolate; your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.


  8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.


  Today many people continue to go to church worship services and to mass, but how many of these people behave as badly or worse than non-churchgoers? How many religious places have become desolate of the presence of God? In fact, it’s now literally true that a number of American cities, including some church buildings, have been burned with fire. Ungodly, lawless strangers, whether within or without, have been wreaking havoc on our land.


  The daughter of Zion (the very small, godly remnant) is surrounded and besieged on all sides.


  9 Except the LORD of the hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.


  Sodom and Gomorrah did not even have the ten righteous men that Abraham was confident of when he bargained with God to spare the city. There was no equivalent of the daughter of Zion in Sodom. There was only Lot, whose righteous heart was afflicted by what was going on all around him even while he was utterly powerless to do anything about it.[12]


  From God’s perspective, what is the situation of those who call themselves his people today?


  10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye princes of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.


  Sodom means “burning.” Gomorrah can mean “to project or jut out.” It can also mean “submersion.” There are modern-day princes of Sodom who continue to burn with the lust of the flesh as they would rule the people of Gomorrah who project their religiosity until it juts out for everyone to see even while they remain submerged in the corrupt nature of Adam.


  11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? shall the LORD say. I am full of the burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; and I do not delight in the blood of bullocks or of lambs or of he goats.


  12 When ye come to appear before me, who has required this at your hand, to tread my courts?


  13 Bring no more vain oblations; the incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot stand them; iniquity and the solemn meeting.


  Today we do praise and worship, potlucks, Christmas pageants, Easter celebrations, prayer vigils, and fundraisers. God, however, looks upon the heart. Iniquity is hidden sin that has no place in the solemn meeting.


  14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.


  15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; likewise, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are full of blood.


  When those calling themselves God’s people are hypocrites who misrepresent God in front of those who are lost out in the world, in God’s eyes, their hands are full of blood because with their bad example, they make it more difficult for those who are lost to come in and be saved.


  16 Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil;


  17 learn to do good; seek judgment; restore unto the oppressed; hear the fatherless in right judgment; protect the widow.


  18 Then come, shall the LORD say, and we shall be even; if your sins were as scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow; if they were red like crimson, they shall become as wool.


  19 If ye are willing and hearken, ye shall eat the good of the land;


  20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.


  Even though many go to and fro, seeking one thing or another among the many religious functions or attractions, we do not really have the security that the Lord is pleased with everything going on in his name. If the weak continue to be oppressed, if the elements of religion continue to be managed as if they were commercial enterprise, if the trafficking of souls and the influence of unclean persons continue to taint large sectors of Christendom, how long will the Lord put up with this?


  Those who continue in corruption all over the world even while claiming to represent God are, at the very least, a sign that entire groups are about to lose the blessing and protection of God if, indeed, this is not already the case.


  One day shortly before he passed away, I asked a great friend and mentor, who was well known for his prophetic insight, what he thought would happen next. What could we expect? He looked me in the eye and after a few minutes said, “Russell, the world is a very dangerous place, and it’s getting more and more dangerous.” That’s all he said, and this has been true for quite some time.


  The world has always been a very hostile and dangerous place for the sons of God. The world has always been against what God is doing because the kingdoms of this present world are all under the devil’s control. It’s a very cold and cruel world where everyone is at each other’s throats, and the devil has been able to maintain control by fanning the flames of conflict and factions.


  Therefore, it has always been necessary for the people of God to have the protection of God. Now we are coming to the end of the age of grace when we can expect the soon return of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the devil knows that his remaining time is short. We also know from observation and from history that the devil is a very poor loser. When he senses he is losing control, he prefers to kill and to destroy. The devil is desperate to consolidate and unify his control over the entire world, but the very nature of his kingdom of darkness precludes this. His followers will never love one another; they will never have peace. Jesus pointed out that a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand; a house divided will not remain. In Satan’s kingdom, when things go wrong, everyone starts taking it out on everyone else.


  In the present world situation, the economic damage from COVID-19 will be enormous, way more than anyone could have imagined a few months before the plague began. Governments were soon faced with a set of difficult choices. In fact, the only way out of this or any other difficulties that may soon loom on the horizon is to hear and obey the voice of the Lord.


  Isaiah 1


  21 How is the faithful city become a harlot! It was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers.


  22 Thy silver[13] is become dross, thy wine[14] mixed with water:


  23 Thy princes are rebellious and companions of thieves; every one loves bribes and follows after rewards; they do not hear the fatherless in judgment, neither does the cause of the widow come unto them.


  There was a time (and specially after the third Great Awakening) when vast sectors of the church of America could be considered a faithful city, full of right judgment, with righteousness lodged in it. It’s due to “bribes” and “following after rewards” that Washington, DC, has become known as “the swamp.”


  Hearing the fatherless in judgment and attending to the cause of the widow is a big deal in the sight of God.


  God Pronounces Judgment


  At the present time, much of the church, much of America, much of modern Israel, etc., can no longer be called a faithful city of God. However, wherever there remains a godly remnant, wherever representation of the “daughter of Zion” remains, no matter how small or weak, no matter if she has been left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, or as a besieged city (v. 8), there is hope, and we may claim the mighty promises of God that follow:


  24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of the hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease myself of my adversaries and avenge myself of my enemies;


  25 and I will turn my hand upon thee and according to pureness purge away thy dross and take away all thy tin;


  26 and I will restore thy judges as at the first and thy counsellors as at the beginning; afterward thou shalt be called The city of righteousness, the faithful city.


  27 Zion shall be ransomed with judgment and her converts with righteousness.


  Not only will the remnants of Zion[15] be ransomed, but there will be converts (multiplication of the remnant) that are linked to righteousness. God desires to have mercy upon his people, but he will never compromise the truth. If we desire to enjoy the mercy of God, it’s necessary to embrace his truth. He desires to tell us the truth about ourselves, about our families and our business, and about our country. In reality, the truth is a person, and it’s as we receive him and submit to him that we will find freedom.[16]


  28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and those that forsook the LORD shall be consumed.


  29 For ye shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the groves that ye have chosen.


  The oaks and the groves were related to the pagan worship of Baal and Ashtoreth, which symbolize the prosperity of this world and its associated perversion and lawlessness.


  30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf falls and as a garden that has no water.


  31 And the strong idol shall be as tow and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and no one shall be able to quench them.


  In the very real situation in which Isaiah was living, ten tribes of the nation of God had been cut off and taken away as captive slaves. They exited the memory of the Scriptures and even of secular historians who, to this day, do not seem to know what happened to them.


  Judah (also known as the Jews) does have a continued history because even though her excesses were more toward legalism than toward licentiousness (lawlessness), her identity as a people has been preserved through all manner of ups and downs, and God’s prophecies upon her have been (and are being) fulfilled.


  Luke 21


  24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword and shall be led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.


  Jerusalem is now back in the hands of the natural Jewish people in the modern state of Israel. However, we happen to be in the midst of a pandemic that is affecting Israel, the church, and the secular nations of the world in virtually the same manner. It is now time for everyone to look up and recognize God for who he is and for all he has done and seek him for guidance and refuge as we enter the prophesied day of the Lord.


  25 Then there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars, and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;


  26 men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.


  27 And then they shall see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.


  28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draws near.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, we ask that we may understand your message, that we may understand your warnings, and that we may also understand your heart, your love, and your good will toward us. May we understand your profound rejection of many things that have been happening in and among your people.


  We ask, Lord, that your people may be cleansed so they may give a consistently good example as light and blessing toward others. Amen.


  


  

    [11] Scripture states that Hezekiah was prospered in all that he did (2 Chronicles 32:30). Meanwhile, the northern kingdom of Israel went deeper and deeper into apostasy until it began to be cut off and carried away during the latter part of Isaiah’s ministry.


  


  

    [12] In the time of Isaiah, it is clear that there was no equivalent of the daughter of Zion in the northern kingdom of Israel, only in Judah.


  


  

    [13] Silver may be symbolic of redemption or of money. In a city given over to harlotry and murder, their silver has turned to dross.


  


  

    [14] Wine is a symbol of life, but their “wine” is now diluted with water.


  


  

    [15] Zion refers to the true people of God among Israel and the church, the wheat that is growing among the tares (that will soon be removed and consumed).


  


  

    [16] John 14:6; John 8:32


  






  


  Message Two


  What Isaiah Saw Regarding the Last of the Days


  Isaiah 2


  1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.


  Isaiah means “the Lord is salvation.” Note this is a word Isaiah saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem (i.e., the people of God and the city of God).


  2 And it shall come to pass in the last of the days or times, that the mountain[17] of the LORD’s house shall be confirmed as the head of the mountains and shall be exalted above the hills; and all the Gentiles[18] shall flow unto it.


  Prophetically, for the Lord, a day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as a day.[19] These thousand-year prophetic days are sometimes referred to in Scripture as “times.” There are seven days in the prophetic week, and each corresponds to a millennium. Therefore, the last of the days or times refers to the seventh millennium of recorded human history we are now entering. The seventh prophetic day is known as the day of the Lord.


  3 And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.


  The God of Jacob will teach his ways to those who seek him. Jacob was the name of Israel before he became fully converted. Zion is where God dwells in and with his chosen people.


  4 And he shall judge among the Gentiles and shall rebuke many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.


  5 O house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the LORD.


  Here is an open invitation to anyone who could be considered a “Jacob” to come and walk together with God’s chosen remnant in the light of the LORD. God’s judgments will soon eliminate all conflict until even the study of war shall end. Under the government of Jesus Christ, there will be no need for military weapons, and agriculture will boom.


  6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they are replenished from the east and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.


  7 Their land is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots:


  When those who ought to be God’s people have unconverted hearts and are replenished from the east (when they become dependent on eastern mysticism) and are soothsayers like the Philistines (they turn to the deadly world of the occult and witchcraft), they also please themselves in the children of strangers. In both Europe and North America there is a push to bring in legal and illegal immigrants by those who think this will tip the political scales in their favor.


  They think the present prosperity will never end. “Horses” are a prophetic reference to operating in the flesh, and “chariots” refer to man-made machinery or organizations. This sums up a general description of the status of Western Judeo-Christian society. This description is linked to the house of Jacob who had to be brought into a very severe crisis in order to be converted and blessed and reconciled with his “brother.”


  Jacob, meaning “heel-catcher,” was born clutching the heel of his brother Esau. And Jacob, living up to his name, spent much of his life trying to trip up his brother whenever it was to his advantage to do so.


  8 Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made:


  9 And the mean man bows down, and the great man humbles himself; therefore thou shalt not forgive them.


  Anything that supplants the rightful place of God in our lives can be considered an idol. The mean man is the ordinary man who, along with the great man, humbles himself worshiping idols, most of whom turn out to be the work of their own hands. As long as they continue worshiping that which their own fingers have made, it isn’t possible for God to forgive them.


  10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust from the terrible presence of the LORD and from the glory of his majesty.


  11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.


  This scene is also described in Revelation 6:12–17 when the heavens will be rolled back to reveal the awesome presence of him that is seated upon the throne.


  The lofty looks of man and the haughtiness of man have never been more rampant. Just turn on the television.


  12 For the day of the LORD of the hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:


  13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up and upon all the oaks of Bashan,


  The cedars of Lebanon represent those individuals who are high and lifted up (high and mighty). The oaks of Bashan represent those who trust in their own gifts, abilities, and resources.


  14 and upon all the high mountains and upon all the hills that are lifted up,


  All the high mountains and all the hills that are lifted up represent kingdoms and empires and even houses of worship that will be brought down on the imminent day of the Lord.


  15 and upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,


  16 and upon all the ships of Tarshish and upon all pleasant pictures.


  Every high tower and every fenced wall have to do with all the man-made defenses, which will be rendered completely useless on the day of the Lord. All the ships of Tarshish represent the means of commerce, and all the pleasant pictures represent the illusions of the natural man that have virtually taken over great sections of the education system, the political system, and even the religious system.


  17 And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low; and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.


  18 And he shall utterly abolish the idols.


  19 And they shall go into the holes of the rocks and into the caves of the earth, because of the terrible presence of the LORD and because of the glory of his majesty when he shall arise to smite the earth.


  Those who dwell upon the earth and have attempted to use God to get what they want (to obtain earthly treasure and idols of their own manufacture) will soon come to a very painful confrontation with reality. On the other hand, those who are registered citizens of the heavens (even if they are still walking around in the flesh here upon the earth), those who have been busy accumulating treasure in heaven where it will always be safe and secure, will be delighted when the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed from heaven. Therefore, rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them (Revelation 12:12).


  20 In that day man shall cast his idols of silver and his idols of gold (which they made each one for himself to worship) into the caves of the moles and of the bats,


  21 to go into the clefts of the rocks and into the caverns of the cliffs from before the fearful presence of the LORD and from the glory of his majesty, when he shall arise to smite the earth.[20]


  22 Cease from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for of what is he to be accounted of?


  When man, whose breath is in his nostrils breathes his last, death sets in, and he has no more opportunity here upon the earth. For it is appointed unto men to die once, and after this the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).


  Therefore, we need to repent now of everything that reeks of man and surrender our entire being to God.


  God desires to deliver his people from humanism, the worship of man, and replace this with the true worship of God.


  If we surrender to God, hear, and obey what he says and become reconciled with one another, there are some very interesting details laid out in the last chapter of the Old Testament that we may lay claim to:


  Malachi 4


  1 For, behold, the day comes that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, and all that do wickedly shall be stubble; and the day that comes shall burn them up, said the LORD of the hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.


  This is referring to the day of the Lord.


  2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness be born, and in his wings he shall bring saving health; and ye shall go forth and jump like calves of the herd.


  3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I make, said the LORD of the hosts.


  God is going to involve those that fear his name in all of the wonderful events scheduled to take place on the day of the Lord.


  4 Remember ye the law of Moses my slave, which I commanded unto him in Horeb statutes and my rights over all Israel.


  Instead of feeling sorry for ourselves and demanding our rights, we need to get the cart and the horse in the right order and consider God’s rights over all Israel (over all of his people).


  5 Behold, I send you Elijah[21] the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD:


  6 and he shall convert the heart of the fathers to the sons, and the heart of the sons to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with destruction.


  I am confident that Elijah, in person, will come forth in the first resurrection immediately linked to the return of our Lord Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:16). However, before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD, God himself (same as Elijah) will also come forth in the fullness of the Sprit in his chosen people[22] and convert the heart of the fathers to the sons, and the heart of the sons to the fathers. If and when this happens, it may not be necessary for the Lord to come and smite the earth with destruction.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, we ask that while we walk here upon earth in the flesh we may have our real citizenship in the heavens so that we will be safe under your covering far above all of the worries and cares of those who continue to seek the earthly things of this present world. May we have the complete assurance that our life is safe in your hands no matter what happens to us here on earth. May all that we say and do be pleasing to you. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.


  


  

    [17] In prophetic language, a mountain can represent a kingdom.


  


  

    [18] Gentiles refers to those individuals, families, tribes, or nations that are not in proper covenant with God and, therefore, do not have a circumcised heart.


  


  

    [19] Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8


  


  

    [20] Remember that in prophetic language, the earth (or land) can refer to the people of God, beginning with the promised land and covering the entire concept of the people of God. Whether it is Israel or the church, all of this is contained within the definition of the people of God. Ultimately, the earth can apply to the entire planet. Today the people of God are strewn across the entire planet, and I am not aware of any country where there are no Christians (or those who call themselves Christians).


  


  

    [21] The name Elijah is a play on words in Hebrew and can mean “the Lord is God,” or it can also mean “God himself.”


  


  

    [22] See The Elijah Who Is To Come and What About the Church? both by Russell Stendal, Ransom Press International, Hollywood, Florida.


  




  


  Message Three


  God Shall Remove the Stay and the Staff


  Isaiah 3


  1 For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of the hosts, takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread and the whole stay of water,


  2 the mighty man and the man of war, the judge and the prophet, the fortune-teller and the ancient,


  3 the captain of fifty and the honourable man and the counsellor and the cunning artificer and the eloquent wise man.


  A shepherd’s staff has a crook or “stay” on one end, which is used to restrain the sheep around their neck and upper chest so they may be properly cared for. The staff end is useful to beat off predators and would only be used on a sheep as a last resort. The whole stay of bread and the whole stay of water are the provision for the daily needs of the flock.


  The mighty man and the man of war are essential for the defense of the city. The judge and the prophet are taken away along with the fortune-teller. The ancient refers to the elders. The captain of fifty is also gone. Fifty has to do with Pentecost and with the flow of the Holy Spirit in and among God’s people. The honorable man and the counsellor are removed along with the cunning artificer and the eloquent wise man.


  When all of this is completely removed from Jerusalem and from Judah, which was what literally happened prior to the Babylonian captivity in about 588 BC and then again in the devastation of AD 70, it marks the beginning of the end.


  4 And I will give children to be their princes, and young fools shall rule over them.


  5 And the people shall do violence, one against another, and each one against his neighbour; the child shall rise up against the ancient and the base against the honourable.


  In other words, when God pulls the plug, everything then descends into total chaos. There have been a number of examples over the course of the history of Israel and the church, but the question that continues to resonate is about what will happen now as we enter the prophesied day of the Lord. And when will it happen? Who will it happen to? This is all clearly spelled out in the sixty-six chapters of the book of Isaiah.


  When God gives children to be their princes, this means that those who are self-centered and immature will rise to positions of authority. When young fools shall rule over them, this sets the stage for violence and for generational and class warfare. In God’s eyes, the physical age of the person does not matter as much as does their spiritual level of maturity. In our view, someone may seem to be quite old, while in God’s eyes, they may really be as self-centered and immature and foolish as a young child. This prepares the way for the enemies of God (and of his true people) to do violence to one another.


  This is what happens when God removes the stay and the staff. As we have seen, this has very relevant spiritual interpretation, but this sequence of events is literally happening today in many places around the world. God will eventually pull the plug on everything in competition with his kingdom, and he will remove everything corrupt or contaminated out of his kingdom. Therefore, the Scripture is clear that the judgment will begin from the house of the Lord (1 Peter 4:17).


  6 When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand;


  7 in that day he shall swear, saying, I will not be a healer for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: do not make me a ruler of the people.


  8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen because their tongue and their doings have been against the LORD, to irritate the eyes of his majesty.


  The true covering is the Holy Spirit. Wherever man has attempted to become the covering (usurping authority), we will soon see what happens when God removes the stay and the staff from certain individuals, entities, and associations who think they belong to “Judah” and to “Jerusalem.” The first time this happened was in the garden of Eden, and one of the first signs that things had taken a terrible turn was when Adam and Eve came abruptly to the horrible realization, “We are naked!”[23]


  9 The appearance of their countenance witnesses against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom; they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! For they have rewarded evil unto themselves.


  God is about to cause a separation so that the difference between the righteous and the wicked will be clear for all to see.


  10 Say unto the righteous that it shall be well with him, for they shall eat of the fruit of their doings.


  11 Woe unto the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for according to the work of his hands it shall be done unto him.


  Amos saw the coming famine as not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it (Amos 8:11–12).


  During this coming time of spiritual famine, the righteous shall eat of the fruit of their doings and it shall be well with him. On the other hand, the wicked (including Satan) will find this to be a time of great woe, and it will not go well for them, for according to the work of his hands it shall be done unto him.


  12 The oppressors of my people are many, and women rule over him. O my people, those who lead thee cause thee to err and twist the way of thy paths.


  In Bible prophecy, women may represent entire congregations or groups of people. When leaders do the will of the people instead of the will of God, they soon become oppressors because they are being led by the corrupt will of man, which causes them to err and twists the way of their paths.


  13 The LORD stands up to litigate and is present to judge the peoples.


  14 The LORD will come with judgment against the elders of his people and against these his princes, for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses.


  15 What do you mean that ye beat my people to pieces and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of the hosts.


  The day of the Lord is when the Lord will come with judgment against the elders of his people and against these his princes. This is when, regarding the wicked, according to the work of his hands it shall be done unto him.


  16 Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and swaggering as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:


  17 Therefore the Lord will make bare the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will uncover that which they are ashamed of.


  The haughty daughters of Zion can refer to entire congregations. When the Lord comes and makes bare the crown of their head and uncovers that which they are ashamed of, what will be discovered? Who will be revealed as their head? What is it that they are so ashamed of?


  If those who were supposed to be caretakers of the vineyard of the Lord are found to have eaten up the vineyard, if the spoil of the poor is in their houses, if they have been beating God’s people to pieces and grinding the faces of the poor, it will most certainly be revealed that the Lord Jesus Christ has been excluded. It will be discovered that their covering and their head has been a false spirit (supernatural but not clean) that has stirred up their lust and passion so that they have been doing many things they are ashamed of.


  18 In that day the Lord will take away the adornment of their shoes and their hair nets and their crystals,


  19 the chains and the jewels and the bracelets,


  20 the bonnets and the ornaments of the legs and the headbands and the powders and the earrings,


  21 the rings, and nose jewels,


  22 the changeable suits of apparel and the mantles and the veils and the crisping pins,


  23 the looking glasses and the fine linen and the hoods and the hairdos.


  All of the impressive trappings of these “women,” or congregations, will be taken away by the Lord in that day. What day? The day of the Lord.


  24 And it shall come to pass that instead of sweet perfumes, there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent and instead of well-set hair baldness and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth and burning instead of beauty.


  25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.


  26 Thy gates shall lament and mourn, and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.


  There is a war on the horizon. God is going to marshal an army such as has never been seen before,[24] and those congregations that have given themselves over to humanism will not prevail. In fact, when their covering is exposed, along with all of the hidden things they are ashamed of, instead of sweet perfumes, there shall be stink.


  The Branch of the LORD


  Isaiah 4


  1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by thy name to take away our reproach.


  After the haughty daughters of Zion have been brought low, after all the worldly trappings have been removed from her congregations, after her false covering has been revealed for what it is, in that day seven women shall take hold of one man. Seven women represent all the women (or congregations) in such a state and she being desolate (without anyone or anything that she can rely on) shall sit upon the ground.


  All the contaminated women shall take hold of one man. What man? In order to take hold of the Lord Jesus Christ (and his body of overcomers) they must be willing to wear the garments and eat the food he provides instead of insisting on eating their own bread and wearing their own apparel.


  2 In that day the branch of the LORD shall be for beauty and glory and the fruit of the earth for greatness and honour to those that are freed of Israel.


  The branch of the LORD is Jesus Christ and the new life only he provides. Jesus’s nickname was the Nazarene (meaning “from Nazareth, the shoot or branch”). In that day (the day of the Lord), Jesus shall be for beauty and glory and the fruit of the earth (the fruit of the people of God) for greatness and honour to those that are freed of Israel (remember that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty). Jesus said, ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.[25] 


  3 And it shall come to pass that he that is left in Zion and he that remains in Jerusalem shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem,[26]


  4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning.


  Holiness is being separated for the exclusive use and pleasure of God. As the day of the Lord advances, everyone that remains in “Jerusalem” will be clean and holy and registered in the book of life. God is going to purify the daughters of Zion (the congregations where he dwells in and among his people) by applying an overwhelming dose of the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning.


  5 And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion and upon the places of her assemblies a cloud and darkness by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night because over all glory there shall be a covering.


  If, as his people, we are going to display the glory of the Lord, then we must also be continually under his covering (under his authority). Remember, God led the children of Israel through the wilderness by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. This represented the presence of the Lord covering them. On the day of the Lord, he will create the very same thing upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion and upon the places of her assemblies.


  6 And there shall be a covert for a shadow in the daytime from the heat and for a place of refuge and for a shelter from storm and from rain.


  We will be able to worship in Spirit and in truth wherever the Lord leads and guides us. He will always be with us and cover us and his glory that he has placed in us. No adversity will be able to affect us. Not the daytime “heat” or any type of “storm” or “rain.”


  It’s possible that we still have time to voluntarily submit to the judgments of God, asking him to inspect our hearts, motives, and conscience and asking him to come in with the sword of his truth to circumcise our hearts. If it turns out we are presently under a covering that is not of him, it’s wise to ask him to help us change that now.


  The only way we will be found under his true covering is if we submit to his judgment and correction, if we plead with God the Father to receive us as his sons and to correct us as necessary.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, we ask that we may understand this message of Isaiah for our time. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.


  


  

    [23] Genesis 3:7–10


  


  

    [24] Joel 2


  


  

    [25] John 8:31–32


  


  

    [26] This refers to the book of life (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 17:8; 20:12; 21:27; 22:19).


  




  


  Message Four


  Wild Grapes


  Isaiah 5


  1 Now will I sing to my well-beloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My well-beloved had a vineyard in the horn of the sons of oil;


  2 and he had fenced it and gathered out the stones thereof and planted it with the choicest vine and built a tower in the midst of it and also made a winepress therein; and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.


  3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, between me and my vineyard.


  4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? Therefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes?


  The vineyard is compared to the people of God, but there are two basic categories of grapes and, therefore, of wine: there is the new wine of the new man in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, and there is the old wine in the old man of the life of fallen Adam. The Lord was hoping his people of Israel would bear good fruit, that they would reproduce his life, but this was not the case.


  5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be eaten up; and break down its wall, and it shall be trodden down:


  6 And I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned, nor hoed; but briers and thorns shall come up there; I will even command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.


  Briers and thorns are the result of the curse. The only way to remain in the blessing and to avoid the curse is for God’s people to remain in the life of Jesus Christ. And in order to remain in his life, we must submit to his authority.


  7 For the vineyard of the LORD of the hosts is the house of Israel and every man of Judah his pleasant plant; and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.


  Both Israel and Judah found out what happens when God withdraws his presence and protection. This is a warning to us. God continues to call his people by names such as Israel and Judah. Here is how things stand under the new covenant: For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is circumcision that which is done outwardly in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, but of God (Romans 2:28–29).


  What is about to happen to sectors of the church when Jesus returns and finds they have been producing the wrong fruit? What if some of the people of God do not demonstrate the life of our Lord? What if there is no justice in their midst, only oppression?


  8 Woe unto those that join house to house, that lay field to field, until they have done away with the borders! Will ye dwell alone in the midst of the earth?


  What about those who would have ecumenical union at the expense of truth and holiness? These are ones who would join house to house and field to field and do away with borders without first checking out the fruit that is being produced.[27] Those who insist on this are liable to find themselves dwelling alone in the midst of the earth when God leaves and pulls the plug.


  9 In my ears, the LORD of the hosts said, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.


  Many of those who have mounded up more and more for themselves or for their group and have not paid attention to the needs of their neighbors will suddenly find their houses (of worship) desolate. Great and fair places of worship could find themselves without inhabitant if it turns out they have been producing the corrupt and rotten fruit of the fallen life of Adam (the wild grapes of humanism) instead of the new wine of the life of Christ.


  10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.


  The original phrase translated ten acres literally has to do with the ground that ten yoke of oxen[28] can plow in a day. One bath contains about five or six gallons and seems to be the approximate equivalent of an ephah of grain. Under ideal conditions, ten acres of grapes could yield five or six thousand gallons of wine. If a homer is about one hundred gallons, and it takes this much seed to produce an ephah (five or six gallons), this is an unsustainable agricultural disaster.


  11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning that they may continue their drunkenness; that continue until night until wine inflames them!


  When those who are supposed to be the people of God produce the wrong fruit, the wild grapes of the carnal life of the natural man, then rise up early in the morning that they may continue their drunkenness (on their own life, on humanism), and then continue until night until the wine inflames them, everything soon turns into woe.


  12 And the harp and the viol, the tambourine and flutes and wine are in their feasts; but they do not regard the work of the LORD, nor consider the work of his hands.


  Their feasts, their religious celebrations, have plenty of “music” and “wine.” The only problem is they do not regard the work of the LORD, nor consider the work of his hands. It is only the work of the Lord, in us and through us, that will ever have eternal value.


  13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity because they have no knowledge; their glory died of hunger, and their multitude dried up of thirst.


  When God’s people produce the wrong fruit and then get so drunk on it they entirely forget about God until they have no knowledge of God, they will wind up going into captivity (to the flesh, to sin, to the world, and ultimately to the devil). Even in the midst of such drunken depravity, their glory died of hunger, and their multitude dried up of thirst because no viable spiritual food or drink was able to be produced after God withdrew and cut them off.


  14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged himself and opened his mouth without measure; and their glory, and their multitude descended into it and their pomp and he that rejoiced in him.


  15 And the mean man[29] shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled:


  The wages of sin is death.[30] The first death is linked to the grave and to Sheol. There is also, however, a second death, or lake of fire, the ultimate hell mentioned in Scripture that has been prepared for Satan and his followers whose names are not written in the book of life.[31] All of the glory and pomp that may be accumulated by the natural man abruptly ends at Sheol (the grave).


  16 But the LORD of the hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God, that is holy, shall be sanctified with righteousness.


  Without right judgment, there can be no real righteousness. This is why the LORD of the hosts shall be exalted in judgment. When holy God will be sanctified with righteousness, this means he will be set apart exclusively by the quality of his righteousness. Sooner or later, everyone that has ever existed will face his judgment.


  17 Then the lambs shall be fed after their manner, and strangers shall eat the fat ones that are forsaken.


  God wants to make sure the lambs will be fed with wholesome food and clean water and not thrown into some humanistic pigpen where the life of Christ is not flowing. However, strangers shall eat the fat ones that are forsaken. Those who seek to fatten themselves with the things of God — those who seek personal gain from the gifts and blessings God has bestowed on them — may find themselves wandering out of the security of the sheepfold and becoming the prey of “strangers.”


  18 Woe unto those that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope,


  19 that say, Let him make speed and hasten his work that we may see it, and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come that we may know it!


  Those whose vanity attaches them to iniquity (to hidden sin) and who drag a cart load of sin behind them wherever they go will definitely come into serious trouble. To top it off, in hypocrisy, they invoke the Holy One of Israel, the Messiah.


  20 Woe unto those that call evil good and good evil; that put darkness for light and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!


  21 Woe unto those that are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight!


  Those who are supposed to be the vineyard of the Lord yet continue to produce the wild grapes of fallen humanity do not make small errors while drunk on their own life. They tend to invert everything. Their discernment soon becomes one hundred and eighty degrees reversed from the truth. They invert good and evil, light and darkness, and sweet and bitter even while totally convinced that they are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight. They even think they are uniquely qualified to solve everyone else’s problems.


  Jesus said, The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore thy eye is sincere, thy whole body will be full of light. But if thine eye is evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If, therefore, the light that is in thee is darkness, how great is that darkness! (Matthew 6:22–23).


  22 Woe unto those that are mighty to drink wine and men of strength to mingle strong drink;


  23 who justify the wicked for bribes and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!


  This sums up a list of four severe woes that will soon come upon so-called “Christians” who bear the wrong fruit. They end up justifying the wicked for personal gain even while condemning the righteous. God is getting ready to put an abrupt end to this.


  24 Therefore as the fire devours the stubble and the flame consumes the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go away as dust because they have cast away the law of the LORD of the hosts and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.


  This strong message is not directed to some group of unruly people out in the world. It’s directed to those who are considered to be God’s people yet are bearing the wrong fruit.


  25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he has stretched forth his hand against them and has smitten them; and the mountains trembled, and their carcasses were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.


  These hypocrites have caused the anger of the LORD to be kindled against his people. When this happens, the mountains of religious fortresses and of humanistic doctrine will tremble. Dead bodies will be torn in the midst of the streets, and even so, God’s anger will not turn away, but his hand will remain stretched out to see if anyone will repent or if further judgment is required.


  God Shall Gather His Army


  26 And he will lift up a banner as an example to Gentiles that are far and will hiss unto those that are in the end of the earth; and behold, they shall come with speed swiftly:


  God’s sheep know his voice and will immediately respond whether they are beyond the grave or among those who are alive and remain.[32]


  27 None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken;


  The girdle of their loins is their covering in Christ. The latchet of their shoes is their preparation in the gospel of peace, which will be displayed as a banner and with overwhelming force.


  28 whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent; their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, and the wheels of their chariots like a whirlwind;


  That their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint[33] means their enemies will be trampled beneath their feet. That the wheels of their chariots are like a whirlwind means they are accomplishing the righteous judgments of God.


  29 their roaring shall be like a lion: they shall roar like young lions;[34] they shall gnash their teeth and lay hold of the prey and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it.


  This appears to be a parallel passage with Joel 2:1–11 and Revelation 9:13–19. God is about to bring forth an army the like of which has never been seen: a people great and strong; there has not ever been the like, neither shall there be any more after him, even to the years of many generations (Joel 2:2). The end of the earth is outside the contaminated religious realm. God has been preparing a great people for the past six thousand years, and he is about to deploy them in an event called the first resurrection (Revelation 20:4–6). When this happens, we will know for sure that the day of the Lord has truly begun.


  30 And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea; and if one looks unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.


  Remember that from the very beginning, God’s order for each day is first the evening and then the morning.[35] The day of man will soon end, and the day of the Lord will begin: a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of shadow that spreads itself upon the mountains as the dawn (Joel 2:2). This is when all the kingdoms of the world will begin to tremble and shake and come down.


  Let’s look at this from another witness:


  Joel 2


  1 Blow the shofar in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of the earth tremble for the day of the LORD comes, for it is near at hand;


  The shofar is the ram’s horn trumpet that is symbolic of the voice of the Lord. Even now, the trumpets of God are sounding. I believe the prophetic fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets[36] has been going on for at least twenty years to prepare the way for the prophetic fulfillment of the Day of Reconciliation. Every fiftieth year, this was the beginning of the year of jubilee, which was also announced with trumpets.[37] This is when everyone who does not afflict their soul (deny themselves) and desist from their own works will be cut off from among the people of God. It’s most likely the prophetic marker for the beginning of the day of the Lord.


  2 a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of shadow that spreads itself upon the mountains as the dawn: a people great and strong; there has not ever been the like, neither shall there be any more after him,[38] even to the years of many generations.


  When God’s select army — described as a people great and strong — comes on the scene, the inhabitants of the earth[39] will tremble. 


  3 A fire devours before him and behind him a flame burns: the earth is as the garden of Eden before him, and behind him a desolate wilderness; neither shall anyone escape him.


  This is a people that cannot be harmed by fire. In fact, their faith has already been proved in the fire of trials and tribulations. Now they project the fire of God before them and behind them. This is a people headed back toward the garden of Eden where mankind used to dwell on earth in the presence of God. Behind them is a desolate wilderness. This is all that is left of any hypocrisy, humanism, and worldly ambition that may have at one time infiltrated their ranks. When God sends this army through the earth, no one will escape him.


  4 His appearance is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run.


  This is a people that will operate under the headship of Jesus Christ in such perfect harmony that they are described with a singular masculine pronoun (his). They are described as horses and as horsemen that will run (not walk) in perfect order.[40]


  5 Like the thunder of chariots they shall leap over the tops of mountains, like the noise of a flame of fire that devours the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.


  It sounds as though they are equipped with the flying fiery chariots that accompany (or maybe even are a living part of) God’s powerful cherubim.[41]


  6 Before him the peoples shall fear: all faces shall go pale.


  7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war, and they shall march each one in his ways, and they shall not break his ranks.


  Before him (before our triumphant Lord Jesus Christ and his closely knit body of overcomers) the peoples shall fear. Among the peoples, all faces shall go pale. They will run like mighty men into the world scene and scale all the enemy defenses like men of war. All the while, they shall march each one (each individual member) in his ways (in Jesus’s ways), and they shall not break his ranks.


  8 No one shall crowd his companion; they shall walk each one in his path: and even falling upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.


  This is a people that has now come forth in immortality[42] and shall march each one in his ways and shall not break his ranks. This is why no one shall crowd his companion. This is because they shall walk each one in his path (in the path of Jesus).


  9 They[43] shall go through the city; they shall run upon the wall; they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.


  What city will they go through? The city of humanistic religion. What wall will they run upon? The wall of the defenses of all of the religious fortresses[44] that have been constructed by man. It has been prophesied that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night.[45]


  10 The earth shall quake before him; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall go dark; and the stars shall withdraw their shining:


  The religious people of the earth who have been producing the wrong fruit shall quake; the unclean principalities and powers in the heavens shall tremble; the sun of the prosperity of this world and the moon of the
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