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			Preface

			My wife of sixty years, Rebecca Ruth (“Becky”) has encouraged me to write this book for several years, and I have been able to resist until now. I have become aware that as we study the Word of God, we will learn the truths we find there. God will open up His Word to our understanding. We would be amiss if we do not share this newfound knowledge and pass it along to the next generation. Judges 2:10 states, “When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel.”

			Coupled with that, I am concerned with the amount of false teaching and misinformation that is available today to the young people as they attend public schools and universities. Brainwashing was always considered a part of warfare, but now it is prevalent in our society. We are in a battle for the minds of our young people and the next generation. Many churches and ministers are also falling into the deception. Specifically, the unproven theory of evolution, the gap theory, and the big bang theory are major attacks against the foundational truths of the Word of God. That’s why I feel the necessity to write this book so the next generation can read for themselves and not just accept what some teacher or professor is saying. This book represents my viewpoint from a lifetime of Bible study. You may not agree with my views, but at least you should consider them, measuring them with the Word of God. If this book causes you to study the Word of God to a deeper degree than you have in the past, then this book is a success.

			I have, as stated above, been a serious student of the Bible for fifty-nine years and a Sunday school teacher for over forty years, which during this period of time, some of my understanding of the Scriptures changed as I gained new insight and knowledge of the Word of God. 

			Many denominations, churches, and preachers are accepting things that are promoted by a spiritually deteriorating culture. We must lift up Jesus and the work He did at the cross. This book will start at the foundational truth that God created the heavens, the earth, and all that is in them in seven twenty-four-hour days. It will then cover whether the earth is young or old using the text of the Bible itself. Scientists are using different methods to measure the age of a rock that are unreliable. However, scientists do not have a problem picking up a rock and saying the age of the rock is seven billion years old. They say the universe is 16.5 billion years old, but they don’t have the evidence to prove it to be true. False information can and has  led many people and even denominations away from the foundational truths of the Bible. This is not limited to but includes such teachings concerning the creation of the world like the big bang theory, the theory of evolution, the gap theory, and other teachings. Others are teaching that there is no rapture of the church. They believe that we are in the tribulation right now. Thank God there are still ministers out there who are teaching and preaching the truth without compromise. 

			Another reason for writing this book is the change we are witnessing in our culture where the number of young people attending church has drastically decreased. Less than half of millennials attend church. I dare say if you ask the average person on the street a question from the Bible, that person would have no idea what you were talking about.

			It is, therefore, for the reasons and concerns listed above, that I feel compelled to write this book. My prayer is that it will help those who read it to establish a foundation of believing in God’s Word no matter what the so-called scientists and skeptics say. 

			Don Weidman

			Sunday school teacher

		


		
			Chapter 1

			Day 1

			There have been a lot of books written and a lot of sermons preached about the creation process. Many of them provide information that the Scriptures do not support. They have inserted statements allowing for evolution and even statements that allow for a creative process that leaves God out altogether. This fits the narrative taught in the public schools. It also fits the false premise of separation of church and state propagated today even though that is not mentioned in the American constitution at all. My desire is to shine some light on these misleading theories and let the foundational truths of the Bible stand and enlighten the readers so they are well versed to defend the Bible. This is a time when every part of our society is under attack from Satan and his helpers. We are definitely in spiritual warfare, and Satan is pulling out all the stops, using every weapon at his disposal to destroy and tear down the absolute truths in the Bible. His goal is to defeat Christians, the church, and God. His original goal has not changed, and that was and is to replace God so that all the world will worship Satan instead. He knows his time is short because Jesus defeated him at the cross, therefore, he is fighting hard to the end.

			With that in mind, let’s begin in the beginning with Genesis chapter 1. I will take each verse and elaborate on it and cover some of the false teachings I have run across in my studies.

			In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1) 

			If you will keep an open mind I will show you how most people read things (such as the gap theory, the theory of evolution and the big bang theory) into the Scriptures covering the creative week. First, I will cover how I think we should read the creation account.

			Think of the vast empty space that became the universe. Our minds cannot comprehend the vastness of the universe, but it is a small thing for God. It might have been just a small area on His workbench where He was putting together a new creation. Of course, God is all powerful and all knowing, and all He has to do is speak and the earth comes into existence. In fact, that is exactly what God did. He spoke the heavens and the earth into existence. Some people have an issue with the fact that God can speak and something can be created from nothing, but the Scriptures bare this out. Revelation 19:11–15 states:

			And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed Him on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations. 

			The Scriptures here depict a future battle between Jesus (the Word) and the nations gathered at the battle of Armageddon in an attempt to destroy the nation of Israel. Jesus will not use tanks or conventional weapons to defeat these nations but rather will speak and the nations will be annihilated. But how? For the answer to that question, we must go to Ezekiel 38:22. God will defeat Gog, the leader of Magog, in the final battle of Armageddon: 

			“And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire, and brimstones” (Ezekiel 38:22). 

			Verse 23 identifies this as the last battle because it shows that the nations will finally know that Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords. Revelation 16:21 also verifies the hailstones as a weapon the Lord will use to defeat his enemies: 

			“And great hailstones from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent.” 

			A talent is about one hundred pounds. Revelation 14:20 tells us that the blood will flow as deep as the horse’s bridle. Then Ezekiel 39 describes how long it will take for the cleaning up of the weapons and the bodies of the dead. God is all powerful, and speaking something into existence is not a problem for Him. He did not have to start with matter to create the planets and stars; He just spoke them into existence. In Matthew 14:13–21, Jesus did not find it an insurmountable problem to feed five thousand men plus women and children with two fish and five loaves of bread. The disciples had trouble believing it could happen, so Jesus had an object lesson for them by having each disciple (twelve in total) carry off a basket of leftovers.

			Here is where I differ from scientists that espouse the big bang theory. Notice that God started with the earth as his first created object in space. He first created the space, then created the earth in it. There was no sun, moon, stars, or planets in verse 1, just the earth. Why would God start with the earth and not some great solar system or one of the great stars that is thousands of times larger than the earth? I believe that God had a special thing He wanted to accomplish on the earth. God was going to create human beings in the image of God and give them a free will so they could choose to glorify Him. God desired to have fellowship with mankind.

			I will explain it this way. When I was a young boy, my brother and I received train sets for Christmas. They were both American Flyer trains and would puff smoke when they were running around the tracks. After a time of running our trains around the oval track, we got bored and decided to build a larger layout. Our father allowed us to set up some saw horses in the basement, and we put sheets of plywood on them to make an area for our new train layout. I got the privilege of carrying buckets of dirt down into the basement to build our mountain. We had a small town of plastic houses and businesses along with street lights that actually lit up. When we got the town and the mountain finished, we had a town with miniature people, a trestle for the train to climb the mountain, and a switching yard for the trains to switch to a different set of tracks. The mountain even had a lake at the top thanks to my Mother’s baking pan. My point is this: It was great fun building the layout, and we worked hard on it for several weeks. After it was finished, we also got bored with this layout just like we did with the oval track in the beginning. I remember daydreaming about how nice it would be if I could just be small enough to walk down the street in that town and be the engineer on one of those trains. I wouldn’t be bored anymore. It would be fun to operate the train while climbing the mountain my brother and I made. I would become part of our creation.

			God had plans from the very beginning to become part of His creation. Remember, God is all knowing, and He knew from the foundation of the earth that Adam and Eve were going to fail and would be in need of a Savior. God was going to place Himself on the earth and become that Savior, because there was no one who could provide the perfect sacrifice that was required to redeem mankind. So, you see, the earth has a special importance above all the planets, stars, and solar systems in the universe. It’s where God became one of us, and without His intervention, we would all be lost and without hope. John 3:16 says, 

			“For God so loved the world (not the universe) that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

			Yes, God wanted to walk down the streets of the cities and towns of His creation. He wanted to drive the train just like I wanted to. He wanted to feel what we feel. Most of all, God wants our fellowship and our worship to glorify Him.

			Let’s go back to Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” After the creation of the earth, if you could have stood a great distance from it, you would not have been able to see it because it was in total darkness. There was no light. There was no sun, moon, or stars—no light at all. Dark as a coal mine at midnight. 

			Some years ago, my wife and I traveled to Chicago and went to a museum that had a coal mine below it, and you could take an elevator down to see what it was like working in the mines. When we got off the elevator, the guide told us he was going to turn off the lights so we could see what complete darkness is like. When he turned the lights off, you could hold your hand in front of your face and could not see it. What a weird feeling that was. You could feel the darkness. Well, that was what it must have been like at the beginning of the creation—complete absence of light.
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			Fig. 2. The universe at creation (Genesis 1:1).

			The earth was without form and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:2) 

			There is a lot of information in this second verse, and it is here that many ministers and denominations get sidetracked. There is a method to the creation events depicted in the Bible that would do one good to observe. When God performed a creative act and it is stated in a verse, the verse following clarifies and adds information to the verse above. Verse 2 clarifies what the earth looked like right after God created the earth in Genesis 1:1. Scripture explains Scripture if we will only study enough to understand what the Word of God says.

			First, notice that the earth was totally covered with water, and as I said earlier, it was totally dark as verified in verse 2. I call the earth at this point “the blue earth” because the water covered the earth’s surface. The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, was present and hovering over the waters. 

			Because the earth was covered with water, the features of the earth were not visible, meaning you would not see any mountains or other features. All that would be visible to the eye would be a sphere covered with water. That’s the way I read Genesis 1:1–2. I just take the Bible word for word, nothing added.

			These two verses are some of the most controversial in the Bible. This is where the gap theory is inserted and millions of years added so the church could have an answer for the theory of evolution. When Charles Darwin published his book Origin of Species in 1859 and it was accepted as revolutionary by the scientific community, the church was not prepared for the proposition that it took millions of years for the earth to form and for life to come into existence. Also, how were they going to handle the dinosaurs that the scientists say died out sixty million years ago?

			The Gap Theory

			The gap theory was a convenient way for
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