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 Introduction

 


How deep is your
understanding of scripture? Do you know what you believe and why?
These are two basic questions that all Christians should be asking
themselves.

 


Unfortunately a
lot of Christians treat the bible like a fortune cookie or daily
horoscope. What is my motivational thought for the day, what words
of wisdom can I ponder while at work, what scripture can I learn to
look spiritual next time I bump into the minister, what message has
God got for me today.

 


Try some of
these gems:

- Song Of
Songs 4:2 (morning devotion)

- Joshua
2:1 (evening devotion)

- Exodus
16:35 (Grace before eating)

 


Worse still,
maybe you don’t even read the bible and await words of wisdom from
the likes of motivational videos, inspiring devotionals or
self-help books. Or is the Sunday sermon your emotional trip to
recharge you for the week?

 


Don’t get me
wrong - Devotional books, motivational speakers and self help
material all have their place and purpose, but I sincerely believe
a mature Christian should look deeper than these “self” centred
material and get into the actual word of God.

 


All I can plead
is for you to open your bible and study with intent. Pray and seek
the heart and mind of God. Don’t just feed yourself once a week on
Sunday (I hope you get proper biblical food at church) but feed
yourself daily.

 


Treat the
scripture like daily bread, something to be devoured and consumed.
Don’t just read it but study it and make it your top priority to
get familiar with its contents, getting to know it and its author
intimately.

 


This brief study
will scan over the entire biblical story to highlight themes and
topics that I hope will lead to further deeper study. I have
structured it so that a home bible study group could tackle one
topic at a time. The research tasks and questions I have included
are suggestive only and should be given prior to a study
meeting.

 


The material
contained in the study came largely from school related research
work and ties in with my other study books. Some of this study in
fact contains extracts from the larger and more comprehensive
studies and can be considered a prerequisite and introduction to my
other studies found at smashwords.com! Cheers.

 


 


Section 1) What Do You Believe


[image: tmp_4f8c20b1d2b475f773dcc0e71d142381_N3ZYJm_html_m1f83f806.jpg]

 


 Core Values and Beliefs – What’s
yours theology

 


The
definition of core values and beliefs creates the foundation of any
successful business. How much more important then is taking the
time and effort to define your basic Christians beliefs! At stake
may not be a business and assurance of financial success, but
something much more important – you and your effective influence in
bringing others to Christ.

 



Accurately defining your core beliefs from biblical truths is
very important, but it will become a useless exercise unless you
live by those beliefs and incorporate them into everyday life. It
is only by the practical application of what you believe that you
will change your life and the lives of others.

 


This
section will look at two aspects of theology and discuss how to
incorporate them into everyday Christian living.

 


1) Apologetics

 


Theoretical Understanding.

 


The
field of Apologetics is focused on building up a sufficient
understanding of theological topics so that you are able to give an
accurate and adequate response to questions people will ask of you
about your reasons for belief.

 


If you
really want to know God and understand his ways, then you have to
study the scriptures. To help us in our study of the word of God we
can use resources such as:

 


- Books and other aids, ensuring you
examine them for scriptural truth (Acts 17:10 to 11). By all means
use study guides and books in your pursuit of knowledge, but don't
read them as Gospel! Question and test the things you read and
learn. It is only Gods words you can fully trust as 100% accurate
and true!

 


- Other people, such as home groups,
mentors, friends and family (Acts 8:30).

 


- Teachers/Pastors/Elders (Rom 12:7,
1 Cor 12:28 to 29, Eph 4:11 to 16, Heb 5:11 to 14). Do not rely on
others "I THINK" opinions but use a real knowledgeable teacher!
Scripture cannot mean something different to different people, it
must mean what God intended it to mean. Gods own interpretation is
revealed in the bible itself. The "what does it mean to me" can be
used in the application to your life, not to the INTENT of the
scripture. One interpretation, possible multiple
applications.

 


- Prayer, because the word of God is
received through the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:14).

 


Our God
is not a God of confusion! He is a God of order and logic and if we
put a little time and effort into our studies then we will be
rewarded. We cannot possibly know the complete story of Gods plans
though, it's just too big! (1 Cor 13:12). An in-depth understanding
though will always enhance your faith and better equip you for
ministering to others.

 


Question
- Is your theological understanding based on what you have been
told or what you have researched, studied and asked God about
yourself?

 


Practical Integration.

 


Your
accumulated knowledge and understanding of theological topics will
enhance your own personal spiritual life by bringing you to a
deeper understanding of the personality of God. If you really love
somebody you will surely want to know them more and
more.

 


God is
not a secret and we sincerely want others to know of the joy in
knowing God. When people start asking questions you should have a
ready defence. But how do you handle difficulties and accusations
pointed at the bible? Many so-called discrepancies and difficulties
are superficial and simple explanations are available but some may
require a little research. You cannot be expected to be an expert
on all aspects of scripture.

 


For
example, where did Cain get his wife? Most assume that Cain and
Able were the only two children of Adam and Eve. Not so! They had
another son Seth and some daughters (Gen 5:4). As another example,
Matt 20:30 says that Jesus healed two blind men while Mark 10:46 to
47 says Jesus healed a blind man named Bartinaeus. So which is it?
One or two blind men? No problem, Mark only mentions one of them
and Mathew mentions both occurrences.

 


If you
are in doubt then don't just make up an answer. None of us can
fully know of the complete wonders of God and sometimes a simple "I
don't know, but lets find out" is the best answer.

 


Question
- If somebody asked you why you believe what you do, what would you
say?

 


2) Eschatology (doctrine of end times)

 


Theoretical Understanding.

 


Bible
prophecy and the study of the end times is a subject that people
tend to either really enjoy investigating and studying or one that
they find quite confusing and mysterious. It is true that this
subject requires some in-depth study but once the basics are
understood, each new discovery is easier to understand and enhances
a believer's faith and hope.

 


When we
think of the future in relation to the scriptures most people think
that it is associated with the book of Revelation only. Yes the
book of Revelation deals primarily with prophetic teachings of the
end times, but there are many other books such as Genesis, Job,
Psalms, Daniel, Ezekiel and the Gospels that deal heavily with the
topic. In fact, you can find relevant material in pretty much every
book of the bible! This topic then is a very broad topic that
requires much research and an understanding of the complete
biblical story. A very complicated and exhaustive topic
indeed.

 


So where
do you start, especially when dealing with the highly symbolic
nature of Eschatology? Do we use a figurative or literal
interpretation? In addition to the study advice given on the
previous page, I firmly believe we must interpret the Bible
accordingly. For example, Joshua 10:13 says the sun stood still.
Did it? Or did the earth stand still? We all know that it is the
earth that rotates around the sun and not the other way around. The
sun is stationary anyway. However, from the observer's viewpoint it
would have indeed appeared to be the sun standing still. Does it
really matter? No. The miracle is still there and God is still in
control. Some other figurative texts:

 


- I am the door (knock
knock).

- Jesus the lamb
(baaaaa).

- Keys of the Kingdom (does he fit
on your key-ring?!)

 


Some
terms simply needs to be taken figuratively. Some though, such as
the scientific difficulties of the flood or Jonah in the whale
should not be automatically explained away as figurative story
telling. Caution is needed. The best approach is to take the Bible
as literal as possible. The Bible (including each and every word
and sentence) is inspired by God (Matt 5:18). If he inspired the
writers who put pen to paper, how much more does he want to inspire
his target audience the reader! Jesus believed in the Jonah story
(Matt 12:40) and so should we!

 


So how
should we interpret and read confusing prophetic
scripture?

 


- Look for the obvious common sense
answer.

- Look for key words that suggest a
symbolic image. A common one used in Revelation is "here is a
mystery". Symbolic images are also used in visions and dreams.
Sometimes the symbolic representation is explained in the text
itself! (e.g. Rev 17).

- Pay attention to context
(surrounding text).

- Find correct meaning of
words.

- Recognize the form of writing
(historic, poetry, letter etc).

- Apply appropriate historical
timeframes (traditions of the time, culture etc).

- Look for
cross-references.

- Humble your spirit. It is the WORD
of God after all!

- Pray.

 


Jesus
told us to listen and understand (Matt 15:10). In other words, do
not just listen/read the word of God, but also seek to understand
it. It is not THAT hard to understand. God gave it to us in human
language for our benefit; he did not write it just for the fun of
it and to make us look stupid!

 


Question
- Are you anxious about the end times? Why or why not?

 


Practical Integration.

 


Why do
we need to study bible prophecy/end times and should we even
bother? I can think of a few reasons:

 


- Removes our ignorance and shows
Gods plan for our lives (1 Thess 4:13).

- Profits us (2 Tim
3:16).

- Reinforces our doctrine beliefs
and protects us from false doctrine.

- Gives hope and comfort.

- Gives warning.

- Moves us into action and revives
us (Rom 13:11)

- Motivates us to a life of purity
(Rev 19:10, 1 John 3:3)

- Encourages us to worship. Note all
the worshiping done throughout Revelation as each revelation is
revealed!

 


People
are always interested in the future. When people first open up
discussions about religion they usually start with simple questions
such as "do you believe in a heaven" or "what will happen in the
future". A good foundational understanding of bible prophecy and
the end times will undoubtedly be of assistance when talking to
others about your relationship with God.

 


Question
- Do you enjoy reading the book of Revelation or is it one you
subconsciously avoid?

 


Summary

 


I
believe it is the Christian/Church duty and responsibility to share
Jesus with other people. If we are not required to perform this
function then why else do we remain here after salvation? If this
then is our mission then we must prepare ourselves with the tools
and understanding to share the message. How can we share and
explain the message if we do not even understand it
ourselves?!

 


A study
of the various fields of theology is essential to our mission. At
the same time, if we truly do want to know God more deeply then we
have to get stuck into his Word and become familiar with
him.

 


The
defining of sound doctrine also ensures we stay on track and are
not influenced by people who would try to twist the truth as Paul
warned Timothy about in 1 Tim 1:3 to 11.
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Research
Task: Interview your Pastor or senior representative from the
church and discover what is your Church’s official position of
topics such as the rapture timing, baptism, women in leadership
etc.

 


Discussion
Topic: Do you agree with all aspects of the results of your
research task? Does it matter?

 


Back to Table of Contents
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 The Reformation – A change in
church beliefs

 


The
church has moved through many phases over the last 2000 years from
the early apostle church of the 1st century, the apologists of the
2nd century, the imperial church of the 4th and 5th century and the
middle ages church of the 5th to 15th centuries. The 16th century
(1500-1599) is known as the reformation period and is the subject
of this section.

 


The term
"reformation" comes from the movement that sought to reform the
Roman Catholic Church on issues such as false doctrine, corruption,
authority of the Pope, sacraments, reverence of Mary/Saints and
obsession with indulgences, returning to a simpler missional focus
as the early apostolic church had. Luther wrote and preached on
these topics many times.

 


The
reformation is said to have officially began on October 1517 when
Martin Luther posted his 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg
church in Saxony (Germany) and ended with the Peace of Westphalia
in 1648, after many years of turmoil and unrest. Although there
were calls for reform for centuries, it was the printing press that
enhanced the effectiveness of Luther's ministry and
message.

 


Task:
Create a basic family tree of the main Christian
denominations.

 



Question: What do you think is the main reason/s for the
branching or splits?

 


This
time of change is sometimes also called the "Protestant
Reformation" or "Lutheran Reformation" and led to the formation of
the Lutheran, Reformed, Presbyterian, Calvinist, Anglican,
Anabaptist and various apostolic denominations
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