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        The 11 men who died in the Deepwater Horizon explosion and sinking in April 2010 were:

      

      

      
        
        •Jason Anderson: Midfield, Tx

        •Bubba Burkeen: Philadelphia, Miss.

        •Donald Clark: Newellton, Louisiana 

        •Stephen Curtis: Georgetown, Louisiana 

        •Gordon Jones: Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

        •Roy Kemp: Jonesville, Louisiana 

        •Karl Kleppinger: Natchez, Miss.

        •Keith Manuel: Gonzales, Louisiana

        •Dewey Revette: State Line, Mississippi 

        •Shane Roshto: Liberty, Mississippi 

        •Adam Weise: Yorktown, Texas

      

        

      
        No bodies were recovered from the rig.

      

      

      

      
        
        100% of the Profits of this book will be

        donated to The Gulf of Mexico Alliance

        https://gulfofmexicoalliance.org
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      It’s been more than 15 years since the world’s largest oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and it could happen again. The devastating consequences of our dependence on fossil fuels in hindsight is now even clearer. This is even more true when one considers that they’re still drilling in deep water a mile down which is equivalent to drilling on the moon!

      The explosion took the lives of 11 rig workers with the well unleashing roughly 3.19 million barrels of crude oil into the Gulf (2.4 million gallons per day!) and flowing for 87 days. The spill fouled more than 1,200 miles of shoreline across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Texas. The site of the oil slick totaled more than 43,000 square miles (equal to the size of Virginia). Federal fisheries were closed in the Gulf of Mexico erasing the livelihoods of Fishermen and losing hundreds of millions of dollars in commercial fishing revenue.
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      The impacts of the disaster continue to reverberate throughout the Gulf and South even today, 15 years later. While I understand we must meet America’s energy needs this was a perfect example of the fossil fuel industry’s reckless pursuit of profit. We are allowing them to pollute our waters while making billions. The oil companies also continue to drill in public waters. My problem is that they expect the taxpayers to foot the bill for cleaning up their messes. A 2024 report by the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) indicated more than 2,700 wells and 500 platforms are actively deteriorating and are in need of being scrapped. And this Disaster was not an isolated incident… since 2010 millions additional gallons of oil have spilled.

      The anniversary of the disaster can be an opportunity to re-examine our addiction to oil. With peak production being reached back in the 1980s, isn’t it time to fully incentivize alternatives and phase out our reliance on polluting industries? America is 4% of the world’s population but uses more than 20% of the oil. One can only hope that we will take this opportunity to reflect upon what happened, where we are and where we need to go.

      Early in 2010 we moved from Hawaii back to the state of Florida and my wife and I purchased our dream home right on the water. With the luck of the Irish, a few months later in the Spring of 2010 the world’s largest oil spill occurred about 150 miles away and right down the gulf coast from our new home. Caused by a catastrophic blowout accident on an offshore deep drilling rig it sent shockwaves rippling through the Gulf coast, leaving environmental and economic devastation in its wake. (Note: For the sake of our story we’ll call the rig the ‘Deepwater Sky’ to avoid any legal entanglements and we will refer to that company from England as simply ‘the Oil Company’ or ‘the Corporation’ and the rig ownership for the sake of our semi-fictional tale will be ‘TransSea Corp.’).

      This event caused serious problems for my family and I. While this is not a 100% factual account we include documented details as well as our fictional story of what might have been said or done. I hope you enjoy it and it moves you to help protect the ocean and the world we live in. Scientists continue to study the long-term impacts. The memory of that fateful night serves as a sobering reminder of the risks inherent in our relentless pursuit of oil beneath the sea to meet America’s energy needs.

      America has treated the Gulf of Mexico as its sewer for hundreds of years even before this. Now it’s 15 years after the spill and the Gulf is just not the same. And that’s not me saying it, but Scientists and most importantly, folks who have lived on and fished these waters for generations. Reports in early 2012 indicated that the well was still leaking. Since the spill not one piece of legislation related to Oil drilling safety has passed Congress. Not one. There are more than 4500 platforms operating in the Gulf as I write this and we continue to act as if Oil is an unlimited resource. My question is…

      
        
        Will we ever learn?

      

      

      

      See you on or in the water!

      
        
        Tom

      

      

      2024
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      On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon the world’s largest oil rig exploded off the Gulf Coast, killing 11 people and injuring 17. This began an 87-day spill that spewed 3.19 million barrels, or nearly 134 million gallons, into the Gulf of Mexico. It fouled the coast from Florida to Texas launching a decade long environmental and legal battle.

      The event started at 9:45 p.m. 41 miles off the Louisiana coast. At the time of the explosion the rig was drilling but was not ‘in production’. It was an exploring rig and not a pumping rig. The job of the 126 men onboard was to find the oil and then move on so another rig could come in, set up and begin to pump the oil out.
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      After burning for more than a day, the platform sank on April 22, 2010 into more than 5000’ of water. The precise cause of the explosion and fire that led to the oil spill is still under investigation even all these years later. ﻿Interviews with rig workers that were there suggest that a bubble of methane gas escaped from the well, shot up the drill column, expanding quickly as it burst through several seals and barriers before exploding. A series of stunning failures, including the heralded Blowout Preventer, and overall unpreparedness added up to what was to become the largest environmental disaster in the history of man with 11 dead, dozens injured, billions of dollars lost and with the release of more than 200,000+ barrels of crude oil into the Gulf.

      As the black tide crept ever closer to our homes, residents of the Gulf Coast knew that they had to act fast to protect themselves and their fellow sea creatures from the impending disaster. With courage and determination, they rallied their friends organizing a desperate rescue mission to evacuate as many birds, turtles and marine life as possible to safety. As the oil slick spread like a dark stain across the ocean’s surface, most refused to give up hope. With each passing day, they pushed themselves to the brink of exhaustion, scouring the coastline searching for stranded animals along with blobs of oil and tar balls to clean up. It was a mess. And the remedies were slow in coming if at all.

      The platform, built in Korea, was drilling an exploratory well in the Macondo Prospect more than a mile down and about 41 miles off the coast of Louisiana. The drilling operation, a routine feat for those onboard, was reaching its final stages. But deep within the Earth, at around 18,360 feet below sea level, about 3 miles down, a reservoir of crude oil and natural gas was building up pressure silently, relentlessly and catastrophically. It was all equivalent to drilling for oil… on the moon!
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      The methane gas from the well breach ignited and within 36 hours, the rig succumbed to the inferno and sank, leaving behind an environmental catastrophe of unprecedented scale. The well was now uncontrollably spewing oil into the Gulf and did so unabated for almost three months.

      The slick spread rapidly, creating a toxic blanket that choked marine life, fouled shorelines, and disrupted ecosystems from the deep sea Gulf to the coastal marshes. Some say that while the Oil was bad it was the Oil Dispersant used for clean up that was even more harmful both to the sea life and to people involved in the ‘clean up’. The impacts were immediate and devastating both environmentally and economically as local businesses shut down. Dolphins and sea turtles struggled to breathe, their bodies coated in the thick, suffocating oil. Brown pelicans, recently removed from the endangered species list, found their feathers matted and useless, leaving them unable to fly or hunt. Entire fisheries were closed, cutting off the livelihoods of thousands of Gulf residents.

      Efforts to contain and clean up the spill were monumental, involving tens of thousands of workers, hundreds of vessels, and a flotilla of planes dropping dispersants over the slick. The media captured images of beaches smothered in tar, marshes blackened by oil, and birds struggling in the contaminated waters. It was a stark reminder of the fragile balance between our insatiable need for oil and gas and nature’s protection.

      The legal and financial aftermath was equally massive. That Oil company (I’m still so pissed I won’t even say their name and would never buy gas there) faced billions in fines and claims, with the spill’s total cost estimated to exceed $100 billion—a small fraction of what they earn every year. The disaster prompted widespread condemnation and supposedly led to significant changes in regulations governing offshore drilling and a renewed focus on safety and environmental protection in the oil and natural gas industries.
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      The night was unusually still in the Gulf of Mexico in the Spring of 2010. Stars blinked faintly above the sprawling expanse of the sea, and the ‘Deep H20 Horizon’ drilling rig floated like an iron titan, its massive frame a testament to human ingenuity, ambition, and hubris. Beneath the water's surface, more than a mile down on the sea floor, the Gulf holds a different story—one of geological pressure and untamed forces ready to break free.
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            The Black Stuff

          

          A BRIEF HISTORY OF OIL RIGS

        

      

    

    
      The story of oil extraction in the United States began on land, with the first commercial oil well drilled in 1859 in Titusville, Pennsylvania. This event marked the dawn of the oil age, setting the stage for a global industry that would fuel the world’s economies, power its industries, and reshape its geopolitics. However, as oil demand grew, so did the need to explore new frontiers to find it. By the early 20th century, oil companies had begun to exhaust easily accessible onshore reserves, leading them to consider the vast, untapped resources beneath the ocean.
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        The first floating drill platform from 1941

      

      The concept of drilling for oil offshore was, at first, met with skepticism. The ocean was unpredictable, and the technology of the time was inadequate for such an endeavor. Yet, the lure of potential oil wealth pushed engineers and entrepreneurs to experiment with new methods to reach the black gold beneath the seabed. These early pioneers of offshore drilling faced a host of challenges, from harsh weather conditions to the complexities of drilling in a marine environment. But their persistence and ingenuity would eventually lead to the development of the first offshore oil rigs, setting the stage for a revolution in energy production.

      The first attempts to drill for oil offshore were relatively modest. In the 1890s, in the Summerland oil field off the coast of California, wooden piers extended from the shore into the ocean, supporting derricks that drilled into the seabed beneath shallow waters. These early efforts were limited by the technology of the time, which allowed drilling only in very shallow waters close to the shore. Nevertheless, these wooden platforms represented a significant step forward in drilling for oil.

      It wasn’t until the 1930s that more sophisticated offshore drilling operations began to emerge. In 1937, a company called Pure Oil, in partnership with Superior Oil Company, constructed the first freestanding offshore oil platform in the Gulf of Mexico, off the coast of Louisiana. This platform was built in 14 feet of water, a remarkable feat at the time. The rig was a simple wooden structure, essentially an extension of the methods used in the Summerland field, but it marked the beginning of serious offshore exploration in the Gulf of Mexico.

      This early platform was vulnerable to the elements, and its construction highlighted the challenges of working offshore. Harsh weather conditions, waves, and corrosion were constant threats, and the logistical difficulties of transporting materials and workers to and from the platform added to the complexity. Despite these challenges, the platform was a success, proving that offshore drilling was not only possible but also potentially lucrative.

      The outbreak of World War II brought a temporary halt to the expansion of offshore drilling. In the years immediately following the war, the oil industry resumed its offshore ambitions with renewed vigor. The technological advancements of the war years, combined with the increasing demand for oil in the post-war economy, drove the development of more sophisticated offshore drilling platforms. These new platforms were built with steel instead of wood, and they were capable of withstanding the harsh conditions of the open ocean.

      The late 1940s marked a significant turning point in the history of offshore drilling. In 1947, Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, in partnership with Phillips Petroleum and Stanolind Oil & Gas, made history by constructing the first true offshore oil platform that was completely out of sight of land. This platform, known as the Kermac 16, was located in the Gulf of Mexico, 10.5 miles off the coast of Louisiana in 18 feet of open water, a pioneering achievement. It demonstrated that oil could be extracted from beneath the ocean in deeper waters, far from shore, and it opened up vast new areas for exploration. The Gulf of Mexico, in particular, became a focal point for offshore drilling, as oil companies rushed to stake their claims in the promising new frontier.

      During the 1950s and 1960s, the oil industry made significant advances in offshore drilling technology, driven by the increasing demand for oil and the need to access deeper and more remote reserves. The 1950s saw the introduction of mobile offshore drilling units (MODUs), which could be moved from one location to another. One of the first MODUs was the “Mr. Charlie,” a submersible rig built by the Ocean Drilling and Exploration Company (ODECO) in 1954. ‘Mr. Charlie’ could be floated to a drilling site and then submerged to rest on the seabed, providing a stable platform for drilling operations. This innovation significantly increased the flexibility and efficiency of offshore drilling operations, as rigs could be relocated as needed to explore new areas.

      During the 1960s, the oil industry continued to push the boundaries of offshore drilling, exploring deeper waters and more remote locations. The Gulf of Mexico remained a hub of activity, with numerous new platforms being constructed and large oil fields being discovered. The success of offshore drilling in the Gulf spurred interest in other regions, leading to exploration in areas like the North Sea, California, and the shallow waters of the Middle East.

      The challenges of deepwater drilling are pronounced. As offshore drilling technology advanced, oil companies began to explore the possibility of drilling in even deeper waters, beyond the continental shelf. Deepwater drilling presented a new set of challenges, as platforms had to be designed to operate in depths of thousands of feet, far beyond the reach of traditional rig structures.

      One of the first solutions to the challenges of deepwater drilling was the development of the semi-submersible rig. These rigs, which were first introduced in the 1960s, are designed to float on the surface of the water while being anchored to the seabed using long, heavy chains or cables. The semi-submersible design allows the rig to remain stable even in rough seas, making it ideal for deepwater operations around the world.

      Another significant innovation in deepwater drilling was the development of dynamic positioning systems. These systems use computer-controlled thrusters to keep a drilling rig or vessel in position over a well bore, even in deep water where traditional anchoring methods are not feasible. Dynamic positioning technology was a critical advancement that enabled the oil industry to drill in increasingly deep and remote locations.
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      By the 1970s and 1980s, deepwater drilling had become a major focus of the offshore oil industry. The Gulf of Mexico remained at the forefront of this trend, with oil companies investing heavily in the development of new deepwater platforms and technologies. During this period, the industry began to discover and develop some of the largest and most productive oil fields in the Gulf, most of which were located in deepwater areas far from shore.

      As oil exploration moved into ever deeper waters, traditional fixed platforms became impractical. In response, the oil industry developed a new generation of floating platforms, capable of operating in depths of thousands of feet.

      One of the most important types of floating platforms is the tension leg platform (TLP), which was first introduced in the 1980s. TLPs are anchored to the seabed using long, vertical tethers, which provide stability by keeping the platform in tension. This design allows TLPs to remain stable in deep water while still being able to move with the waves, reducing stress on the structure.

      
        
          [image: spar]
        

      

      Another key innovation in floating platform design was the spar platform, first deployed in the Gulf of Mexico in the 1990s. Spar platforms are tall, cylindrical structures that float vertically in the water, with most of their mass submerged below the surface. This design provides excellent stability and allows spar platforms to operate in very deep water.

      The development of floating platforms revolutionized drilling, enabling the oil industry to meet America’s growing energy needs by accessing previously unreachable oil reserves in deep waters around the world. Today offshore drilling in the Gulf produces about 15% of the crude oil and 2.3% of the natural gas production in the USA.
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            The Deepwater Sky

          

          LARGEST RIG IN THE WORLD!
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      The helicopter’s rotors whipped through the air with a deafening hum, its vibrations coursing through my bones as the new workers crossed the open sea. TJ Johnson stared out the window, watching the ocean below ripple under the cloud-choked sky. It stretched out in all directions, an endless expanse of steel-blue water. Somewhere in the distance, the horizon blurred into a thin line where the water met the sky. That’s where the oil platform was waiting.

      TJ Johnson gripped the seat’s armrests tighter, knuckles white under the weight of anxiety and anticipation. The pilot had said it would take thirty minutes from shore, but time felt elastic, stretching out as the platform drew nearer. TJ Johnson caught his first glimpse of it—a massive steel behemoth rising out of the ocean like something from a science fiction novel. A maze of scaffolding, cranes, and piping towering above the waves. Johnson was close enough to make out the workers, tiny specks moving around the deck, their hard hats flashing bright yellow even from this distance.

      “First time?” The man seated next to him gave a knowing grin. His face was tanned and worn, marked with the lines of someone who had spent years out here in the Gulf of Mexico. He had the kind of calm that only came from experience, a stark contrast to the knot of nerves twisting in the new comers stomach sitting across the aisle.

      “Yep,” Johnson nodded, forcing a smile as he asked

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: drillin]
        

      

      
      
      
        
          [image: sunset rig]
        

      

      
      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        
      

    

  

OEBPS/images/image0.jpg





OEBPS/images/image2-copy-2.jpg
To Huus(_on = = &P





OEBPS/images/pixelup-2-copy.jpg
H







OEBPS/images/depositphotos_118958124_xl-copy.jpg





OEBPS/images/image10.jpg





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/image6.jpg
July 8, 1941. E R ARMSTRONG 2,248,051
OFPSHONE DRILLING K1
Tiled Dec. 28, 1930 S Sheets-Sheet 2

5 A7\ INRR s
WITVESS:
L. Lolward ’f{;ﬂ-"‘_"’y

Ao

ATTORNEYS.






OEBPS/images/presureguage.jpg





OEBPS/images/dhw-death-pics-11.jpg





OEBPS/images/pixelup-2.jpg
[l






OEBPS/images/image15.jpg





OEBPS/images/image7-copy.jpg






OEBPS/images/image11-1-copy.jpg





OEBPS/images/dwo-cvr-new-use.jpg





OEBPS/images/image9-1.jpg
et







OEBPS/images/ender-bk.jpg





OEBPS/images/image6-2-copy.jpg





OEBPS/images/dwh-cvr-4-copy.jpg





