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FOREWORD

The universe is a vast and confusing place. Astrology is just one of the countless methods that people have used for centuries to decipher the secrets of themselves and their lives.

Now, for the first time, in this new series of books, you can unite the principles of astrology with your love of cats and dogs. We are all affected by the stars and planets as the earth hurtles through this cold and dark expanse – why not involve our furry friends too?

Luna Malcolm
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THE SUN SIGNS AT THEIR BEST AND WORST

ARIES

(22 March – 20 April)

At their best

courageous, determined, bold, enthusiastic, optimistic, honest, passionate

At their worst

impatient, short-fused, impulsive, world’s biggest grump
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TAURUS

(21 April – 20 May)

At their best

reliable, patient, practical, devoted, responsible, aesthete

At their worst

obstinate, possessive, uncompromising, eyes bigger than stomach
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GEMINI

(21 May – 20 June)

At their best

affectionate, curious, adaptable, great communicator, quick learner

At their worst

inconsistent, fidgety, gossipy, in possession of an internal evil twin
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CANCER

(21 June – 22 July)

At their best

tenacious, vivid imagination, intuitive, persuasive, in touch with their feelings

At their worst

suspicious, manipulative, insecure, huge crybaby
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LEO

(23 July – 22 August)

At their best

creative, generous, warm-hearted, cheerful, life of the party

At their worst

self-centred, inflexible, vain, incurable drama queen
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VIRGO

(23 August – 22 September)

At their best

loyal, analytical, kind, hard-working, practical

At their worst

shy, worrywart, overly critical, all work and no play
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LIBRA

(23 September – 22 October)

At their best

cooperative, diplomatic, gracious, fair-minded, social

At their worst

avoids confrontations, unforgiving, self-pitying, hopeless at making decisions
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SCORPIO

(23 October – 21 November)

At their best

resourceful, brave, passionate, steadfast, a true friend

At their worst

distrusting, jealous, secretive, epic levels of petty
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SAGITTARIUS

(22 November – 21 December)

At their best

generous, idealistic, adventurous, great sense of humour

At their worst

promises more than can deliver, itchy feet, impatient, absolutely no filter
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CAPRICORN

(22 December – 19 January)

At their best

responsible, disciplined, organised, cool as a cucumber

At their worst

know-it-all, judgemental, sarcastic, glass is half empty
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AQUARIUS

(20 January – 18 February)

At their best

progressive, original, independent, humanitarian

At their worst

flees from emotional expression, temperamental, uncompromising, aloof
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PISCES

(19 February – 21 March)

At their best

compassionate, artistic, intuitive, gentle, wise

At their worst

overly trusting, sad, desires to escape reality, enjoys being a martyr
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WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE INVITING EACH SIGN TO A PARTY

Will scratch the furniture

Aries, Sagittarius

Will spend most of the evening in a corner eating the snacks

Taurus, Cancer

Will say hello to everyone and then bounce off somewhere else

Gemini, Aquarius

Will trap someone in an intense conversation for hours

Scorpio, Libra, Pisces (all with very different kinds of conversations)

Will spend ages in the bathroom

Leo (taking selfies), Virgo (trying your beauty products)

CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON

Aries: the ultimate cutting remark

Taurus: ancient, bottomless and boiling rage

Gemini: extraction and exploitation of your deepest secrets

Cancer: round-the-world guilt-tripping

Leo: the last word

Virgo: Medusa-level resting bitch face

Libra: unassailable fence-sitting

Scorpio: an unliftable grudge

Sagittarius: honesty that crushes with the force of a black hole

Capricorn: gale-force aggressive sighs

Aquarius: endless interruption

Pisces: making themselves the victim
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PLANETARY POSITIONS

You’ll already know your sun sign – either from the previous section or you knew it before – which forms the foundation to your zodiac personality. But astrology is onion-like in its layers of complexity, and there is a whole solar system of planets to consider:

Your ascendant or rising sign and moon sign are the two big supporting signs to your personality.

The next most important planets to consider in your chart are the placements of the solar system’s inner planets: Mercury, Venus and Mars. Also known as the personal planets, they rule a collection of traits that might explain why you’re louder, more forgiving or more sarcastic than your friends of the same sign.

The outer planets – Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto – move around us much more slowly, so they can stay in a sign for many years. As a result, they shape the bigger trends in your life. Uranus, Neptune and Pluto orbit the sun so slowly that they’re said to shape entire generations. (Yes, astrologers still consider Pluto a planet. It’s OK, Pluto, you are among friends here.)

ASCENDANT

Your ascendant or ‘rising’ sign is the one that was on the eastern horizon when you were born, so in the same way that the sun appears to move across the sky each day, ascendant signs change every two hours and yours will depend on the time and place of your birth. It corresponds to the ‘mask’ you wear, how you initially come across with people. Do you give off weird vibes on first encounter, no matter how hard you try? Blame your rising sign.
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MOON

Your moon sign is also determined by the finer details of your birth as it changes every couple of days. It has the greatest influence on your personality after your sun sign because it corresponds to what lies beneath the surface: your deep emotions and how you are when you are most comfortable. Naturally, it is also the ruling planet of Cancer, the biggest emo of the zodiac.
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INNER PLANETS

In Roman mythology, Mercury is the messenger of the gods, so the sign that occupies Mercury in your chart will give you an insight into how you communicate, express your thoughts and handle yourself under pressure. It is Gemini and Virgo’s ruling planet – lucky Mercury gets two signs to rule! Shame they can both be terribly critical and love a gossip.

Venus is, naturally, the planet of love: it is sensual Taurus and flirty Libra’s ruling planet. Your Venus sign isn’t just about romantic love, though. The sign that occupies this position in your chart also informs you about how you show affection to others, and what you find attractive or admire in other people.

Your Mars sign, as you’d expect of the warlike god with the same name, relates to conflict and power. It reveals how you respond to confrontation, how you express your anger, and your attitude to sex. Unsurprisingly it is the ruling planet of Aries, the sign with heaps of bravery.
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OUTER PLANETS

The least slow-moving of the outer planets, Jupiter (the ruling planet of jovial Sagittarius) and Saturn (the ruling planet of Capricorn, the grown-up of the zodiac) form two sides of a coin that makes them the ‘social planets’. While Jupiter brings optimism and informs what will nourish your personal growth, Saturn is all about rules, self-discipline and learning – and what you might struggle with most.

Uranus, the first of the three generation-ruling planets, rules the visionary Aquarius – your Uranus sign reveals how your generation might want to shake up the status quo.

No other planet but the one named after the god of the sea, Neptune, will do for Pisces! Naturally, it informs almost a whole generation’s imagination and dreams, staying in each sign for around double the amount of time Uranus does.

Last but not least, the dark and mysterious Pluto can stay in a sign for up to thirty years, a long reign for a snubbed planet (how appropriate for Scorpio, who is ruled by it!). Your Pluto placement shows the attitudes to power and control that your whole generation share.
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THE SIGNS AS TYPICAL CAT BEHAVIOUR

Aries: runs circuits around the house at 4am

Taurus: only eats the expensive food, in only one or two of the available flavours

Gemini: cannot decide whether to be inside or outside but needs you to open the door to decide

Cancer: meows until you get into bed and they can snooze at the end of it

Leo: sits in front of your screen

Virgo: plays with a toy until they miss it and then suddenly starts grooming

Libra: rubs themselves round your legs in a figure-of-eight motion

Scorpio: accepts belly rubs until they decide – with no notice – to bite you

Sagittarius: watches birds outside and chirrups

Capricorn: climbs to the highest spot in the room to survey everyone below

Aquarius: lies on a stair and refuses to move

Pisces: stares at reflections on the walls
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THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS

Greed

Leo

Gluttony

Taurus

Envy

Gemini, Virgo

Lust

Libra, Pisces

Sloth

Cancer

Wrath

Aries, Capricorn, Scorpio

Pride

Sagittarius, Aquarius
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ELEMENTS

There are four elements in the zodiac, with three of each of the signs belonging to a certain element.

FIRE

Aries, Leo and Sagittarius all share similar fiery qualities: they might have a few problems with impulsiveness and coming on too strong, but they are also dynamic, straightforward and will liven up the dullest gatherings.
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EARTH

Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn are the nurturing and grounded earth signs. Practical and loyal to the last, earth signs can get a bit caught up in the material world – but hey, that also means they buy the best gifts.
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AIR

Hold on tight! The winds of Gemini, Libra and Aquarius are here to shake things up. Air signs are all about ideas and action, and although they might put you down as quickly as they swept you up, they have unrivalled curious minds and the best conversation.
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WATER

The water signs, Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces, will immerse you in love. Intuitive and sensitive, these signs make the sweetest friends – although be careful. Just like the sea, sometimes you don’t know when you’re out of your depth with them until it’s too late!
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SHORTCUTS TO THEIR AFFECTIONS

Buy them something

Taurus, Leo

Take them on an adventure

Gemini, Sagittarius, Aquarius

Let them win the argument

Aries, Virgo, Capricorn

Share something with them

Cancer, Libra, Pisces

There are none

Scorpio
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THE SIGNS AS WEATHER PHENOMENA

Aries: spring heatwave

Taurus: unrelenting humidity

Gemini: small tornado that picks up bits

Cancer: warm sunshine between rainclouds

Leo: ‘sun’s out, guns out’ weather

Virgo: lightning storm with a little rain

Libra: the kind of cold that makes autumn leaves crispy

Scorpio: overnight snowdrift

Sagittarius: flash flood

Capricorn: a warm
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