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To Janet Schulman, with thanks
 —K.K.




To Katie and Logan
 Many thanks to Jessica Thomas and Deanna Gouzie
 at the Baxter Memorial Library
 —K.H.
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Every road leads somewhere, or there wouldn’t be any road.
 —The Road to Oz by L. Frank Baum




Once upon a time, there was no Dorothy from Kansas and her lit-tle dog, Toto. There was no tornado that whirled them to a magic world named Oz. No Good Witch who kissed Dorothy’s forehead and left a lasting, protective mark. No talking Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, Cowardly Lion. No flying monkeys, or sleepy field of poppies. No Wizard who turned out to be a humbug. No yellow brick road to the Emerald City. . . .

Someone had to make it all up.
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A thin boy darted along a path, a thick  book in his hands. This
 white gravel path was just one of many that curled over the acres

of his lawn.

It was 1860s America, rural New York to be exact, and Lyman Frank Baum’s family was rich.

Rosebushes dotted their emerald-green front yard. Hundreds of rosebushes in glimmering-jewel colors. In their honor, the Baums called their estate Rose Lawn. And those white paths—like miniature roads made of diamonds—were a map to somewhere . . . anywhere . . . wherever the boy could imagine.
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