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DRAGONS AND SERPENTS
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In this important book, Stefan Broennle affords readers a glimpse into the origins of our terrestrial world that resists being devoured by the dragon mythology of past cultures. Dragons and dragon-serpents instead feature as co-creators of a reality that we experience daily, wholly unaware that we are walking through the jaws of the dragon. The book helps us to recognize dragons as entities without which there would be no structure to time or space and no conditions in which life on Earth could evolve as a miracle of incarnation. Stefan Broennle closes with an invitation to be open to sensing these primordial forces of Earth’s creation for ourselves and to allow them to enrich our own lives.
Marko Pogačnik,

UNESCO Artist for Peace (2016–2022)
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Introduction: The Path to the Dragon’s Cave
I am writing this book as 2021 draws to a close, having experienced all the pressures and difficulties of the past two years, a time during which, as far as I am concerned, society turned away from both reason and Nature. Consequently, some of the content could be considered outdated at a later point in time, although I do not anticipate this, or instead could be overtaken by events, which I think is more likely to be the case. On a symbolic level, I see human behavior during the years of the Covid pandemic and even today, and the political measures imposed against the virus, of which only the tiniest minority could be termed “medical,” as reflecting much of our relationship with the Earth, and indeed with dragons, with the fight against the virus resembling the much-vaunted fight against the dragons.
We are familiar with these legendary dragons. They are battled as foes in novels such as JRR Tolkien’s The Hobbit (with its dragon, Smaug), or in films such as the post-apocalyptic Reign of Fire, or Eragon and DragonHeart where they become close friends with humans. There is no doubt that the way we view dragons is changing, but is there any point in even thinking about them in an age of computer chips and digital worlds? Aren’t dragons and giant primordial serpents little more than leftovers from fairy tales and children’s books, just myths from a time when it was impossible to imagine certain natural phenomena in any other way?
I believe that this is selling ourselves short. Dragons and serpents are deeply entwined with humanity’s myths and are part of human existence itself. They do indeed represent a higher reality. . . .
But we are getting ahead of ourselves. To begin, I would like to introduce the dragon as a metaphor, an archetypal symbol, in order to explore the close connection between humans and dragons, and humans and serpents. We will first limit ourselves to an examination of the dragon as an important symbol.
If you are happy to join me on the journey, I would like to take you deeper into the dragon’s cave and allow the dragon symbol to be revealed as a palpable force in geomancy, and to use this insight to depict dragons and serpents as creative forces currently undergoing a fundamental transformation that is guiding human beings and the Earth into a new relationship with each other. In this way, dragon power becomes a field of collective consciousness that is more essential now than ever before as both the Earth and humanity find themselves in an era of change.
Follow me into the depths of the dragon’s cave where I hope we will discover the dragon’s hoard, a precious treasure deep in the bowels of the Earth.
What connects these two animal symbols? The dragon and the serpent or snake (both of which are described with the Greek word drákōn) were sacred to the Earth Mother, the Great Goddess, and large serpents were often kept in the temples of the goddess. Recent finds in Anatolia suggest a tradition of serpent worship that stretches back 11,000 years. Stone pillars with relief carvings depicting snakes in the Neolithic archeological site Göbekli Tepe in Turkey have been dated to 9000 bce. The Mesopotamian goddess Ereshkigal, her son Ninazu, his son Ningishzida, Tishpak, Ninazu’s successor, the patron city god of Susa, and (last but not least) Ištaran, are all associated with serpent symbolism, and during the course of this book we will encounter many such gods who are closely related with images of serpents and dragons. The dragon represented the annual seasonal plant life cycle and became a symbol of rebirth, as did the serpent, which sheds and renews its skin. The legends of both the dragon and the serpent therefore often came to represent the elemental power of the Earth and the cycle of the seasons.
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The Symbolism of the Serpent
We are of course aware of the wicked serpent from the Garden of Eden as the incarnation of evil in Christian iconography, so instead we will head to Asia, where even to this day the relationship between human beings and snakes is depicted in a positive light.
Nagas: The Serpent and the Consciousness of the Earth
The Earth (all matter) bears a consciousness within itself, a consciousness that has the potential for a divinity of its own. In Asia it is symbolized by the nagas. Naga means “serpentine” and the feminine form is nagini (as we know, Nagini is the name of Lord Voldemort’s serpent ally in the Harry Potter novels). In Indian folk religion, the nagas are highly revered chthonic (underworld) divinities and the guardians of the home. In southern India women draw the intricate pattern known as the kalam in front of the entrances to their homes in a ritual intended to invite in the nagas and invoke their powers of fertility.
Naga worship spread throughout Asia, where they are depicted as serpents, humans with a serpent’s head or tail, or as serpents with many heads.
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Fig. 1. Nagas as guardians of the threshold.
Nagas as the power of the Earth or of a place
Nagas are said to live in various specific places around the world. For example, the Yanzhog Yumco, the largest lake in Tibet, is said to be the home of the naga kings, while Shesha, one of the most famous of the nagas, supports and carries the Earth itself (suggesting a connection with the Norse Midgard Serpent, Miðgarðsormr). In Thailand, however, nagas live in the mountains or in ornate palaces at the bottom of rivers, lakes, and seas, where they are protectors of the consciousness of the Earth and its spiritual treasures. The legendary Mount Meru, the mountain of worlds, connects the various levels of being as the axis mundi, the world axis. Nagas also live within it as protectors, just as the dragon Nidhogg (Níðhöggr) from Norse mythology lives in the roots of the sacred tree Yggdrasil. In India, before the foundation stone for a new house is laid, a geomantic practitioner searches for the point where the naga’s head is located and marks it with a post. By using this marker to lay the foundation stone, the house is connected with the power of the Earth.
Nagas can also signify a mountain, plant, or tree, as nagas dwell within all these.
Nagas as symbols of consciousness
In the Hindu tradition, Vishnu, in the form of Narayana, lies in cosmic sleep on the serpent Ananta (“the Endless”), while the naga king Mucalinda shields Buddha during his many weeks of meditation, protecting him from the rain. Pashupatinath, an avatar of Shiva, is lord of all creatures and is depicted entwined with serpents—the serpent Vasuki is coiled around his neck—and adorned with serpentine armbands. Legend has it that after his marriage to Parvati, these transformed into tattoos. The serpent is closely associated with the creator god, and in the Hebrew scriptures a serpent guards the Tree of Knowledge. Nagas are symbols of the divine consciousness inherent in matter. One of the most powerful symbols of consciousness is the sun (naga can also signify sun).
Nagas as guardians of thresholds
Traditionally, nagas guard doors and thresholds, places of transition—every transition is a change of consciousness. A naga mask is worn in the death ritual (tiwah) in the Indonesian province of Kalimantan Tengah. During the dance of death, the coffin lid is raised to reveal the deceased lying on a representation of the naga, with the head of the naga at the feet of the deceased and the tail at the deceased’s head, so that the naga becomes a psychopomp (guide) escorting the soul into the realm of the ancestors. The consciousness of the Earth serves as, and indeed embodies, this dimension of the ancestors.
Nagas as vital energy
Life and death are not polar opposites but instead derive from the same source. The naga is not merely an escort into the great beyond but also a bringer of fertility, indeed of the life force itself, of prana. In Hindu tradition, the serpent king Vasuki helped the gods create amrita, the elixir of life. As a five-headed serpent, the naga symbolizes the five senses and the “elements” (tattvas), although it also represents the quinta essentia, the fifth element ether (after earth, water, fire, and air). Its hissing represents the five pranas. The five heads (as the primal element) are therefore also considered the tanmatras, the five subtle elements. In this instance, tan is mother and matra substance or matter. The five forces are simultaneously Mother Earth herself. Consciousness is born from the womb of the Earth, permeating the physicality of Nature (mountains, rivers, lakes, and trees) and rising as a force of consciousness. All this is naga!
Last but not least, naga can also mean lead, one of the densest of the elements. The naga is sun (gold) and Earth (lead) in one being. It is the consciousness of matter and the quinta essentia of the philosopher’s stone, the mythic substance capable of turning base metals into gold or silver.
We can see that the serpent is closely connected with the creation myth and life on Earth, becoming a symbol of evil (particularly in Christianity) only when the patriarchal religions turned away from sensuality, sexuality, and the Earth itself. It becomes our “shadow” in the Jungian sense, containing all that has been repressed, and as such seems to turn against us. And so male gods and heroes battle the serpent and the dragon as symbols of chaos, or indeed evil: Yahweh defeats Rahab, the Leviathan; Heracles defeats the Hydra and Ladon; Thor, the Midgard Serpent; Ra triumphs over Apopis; and Apollo kills Python.

The Woman and the Serpent
We have seen how in Asia the serpent is regarded as a symbol that is intimately connected with the Earth, and therefore with matter, but also with its polar opposite, the spirit. The serpent is life force and creative urge.
Compare the two myths that follow.
Once upon a time, a young woman was walking in a forest when she met a serpent. “Come!” said the serpent, but the young woman declined, saying, “Who would marry you? You’re a serpent. I don’t want you.” But the serpent replied, “My body may be that of a serpent, but my language is human. Come!” The young woman accepted, married the serpent-man, and bore him a baby girl and boy. The serpent later sent her away with the words: “Go! I shall look after the children and give them something to eat.”
The serpent fed the children and they grew up. One day, the serpent said, “Go and catch fish!” and they did. Then the serpent said, “Cook the fish!” However, the children replied, “The sun hasn’t come up yet.” They waited until sunrise, until the sun had warmed the fish with its rays. Then they ate the raw and bloody fish.
The serpent said, “You are two devils! You eat your food raw. You might eat me. You, boy, get in my belly!” The boy was scared and asked, “What am I supposed to do?” The serpent-man told him to come and the boy entered its belly. Then the serpent said, “Take the fire and bring it out to your sister! Come out, collect coconuts, yams, taro, and bananas!” The boy emerged from the belly, bringing fire with him, and they cooked their food.
This myth is from the Admiralty Islands off the north coast of New Guinea, and we can already see the close connection with dragons in the image of fire in the serpent’s belly.
Another well-known story goes as follows.
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
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Fig. 2. Eve and the serpent portrayed

on the façade of Orvieto Cathedral, Umbria, Italy.
And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did 
eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard 
the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. (. . .)
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
King James version of the Bible, Genesis 3:1–12, 23–24
Although the two accounts come from wholly different cultures, parts of the world, and eras, they are surprisingly similar. From a purely objective point of view, it is the connection between the woman and the serpent that brings consciousness to humanity. In both instances, it is linked to dietary prohibitions and/or commandments. In one case, the serpent brings knowledge, and in the other, fire, but in both, the human only becomes truly human through the actions connected with the serpent.
The Legend of the White Snake is a comparable Chinese myth, in which, after a thousand years of ascetic practice, a white snake transforms itself into a woman called Suzhen who marries a herbalist and healer. In the ancient Chinese myth of Nuwa and Fuxi (legendary rulers), however, we encounter this primordial pair endowed with serpent tails.
Statuettes of women with open bodices and holding snakes in both hands have been discovered in Crete’s Palace of Knossos, and the mother goddess Asherah was worshiped by the Canaanites. She too was depicted with serpents and forms a link to Mary, the Mother of God, who is frequently shown standing on and crushing a serpent. Eve is also a mother—her name is derived from hawwa (mother of all life), which was also the Semitic word for serpent, making mother and serpent one. In Greek myth, Gaia unites with Uranus (the sky) and gives birth to, among others, the Erinyes (Greco-Roman goddesses of vengeance) who are frequently shown carrying serpents upon their heads; Gaia later also
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