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Minnie was all alone in the nest. Her brother and sisters were out learning to fly.
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She was left behind because one of her wings did not open fully. That made her sad.
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Minnie watched her siblings learn. Their mother taught them to flap their wings and push back with their feet. 
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Flap, flap, flap. Her brother rose in the air while her sisters tried harder. 

Finally, they were all able to fly.
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“What about me?” Minnie asked in a small voice.  
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“We’ll take care of you. We’ll bring food for you,” her mother said, hugging her.
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“We’ll tell you about all the wonderful sights we see!” her brother and sisters said.
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But they could not make Minnie happy. She wanted to fly. She wanted to do everything that birds did.
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Every day, Minnie’s brother and sisters went flying for hours.
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Minnie tried to fly on her own. She flapped her good wing and pushed back with her feet. 

And fell on her side!
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She opened her other wing as much as she could.
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She stood on one foot and flapped her wing.
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She leaned to her left.  
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She leaned to her right. She fluffed her feathers and stretched her neck. 

But nothing helped.
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Minnie could not fly but learned to climb using her feet and beak. 

She spent her days moving from one branch to another.
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One day, she slipped and fell into the river under the tree! She started to drown.
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But Minnie was
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Dedicated to my grandniece
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