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            "The pursuit of collective security among Muslim nations represents both humanity's ancient yearning for unity and its modern struggle with the complexities of sovereignty, identity, and power. In the shadow of NATO's success and the echoes of the Ummah's historical strength, we find not just the aspiration for military alliance, but the deeper quest for dignity, justice, and self-determination in a world where the weak are often at the mercy of the strong.
Yet history teaches us that unity forged in the crucible of crisis often proves more enduring than unity conceived in the comfort of consensus. Whether the Islamic world can transcend its divisions to build genuine collective defense may well depend not on the absence of differences, but on the recognition that their shared vulnerabilities outweigh their individual ambitions."
 
— Dr. Naim Tahir Baig 
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The idea for this book crystallized during a moment of profound significance in contemporary Middle Eastern politics. On September 15, 2025, as I monitored the emergency Arab-Islamic summit convened in Doha following Israel's unprecedented strike on Qatari territory, I witnessed what may prove to be the most serious attempt in decades to forge a unified Islamic military alliance. The sight of Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi jointly advocating for a "NATO-style alliance" represented a convergence of interests that would have been unimaginable just years earlier.

This book emerges from more than a decade of research into Islamic international relations and collective security mechanisms, but its urgency stems from the rapidly evolving geopolitical landscape of 2025. The recent signing of the Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan on September 17, 2025—pledging that "an attack on one will be treated as an attack on both"—provides a concrete example of how bilateral defense pacts might serve as building blocks for broader alliance structures. As Saudi media celebrated this agreement as creating a "deterrence umbrella" that allows both nations to utilize their full military capabilities without exception, the implications for regional security became unmistakable.

The September 2025 Qatar crisis serves as more than just a case study; it represents a inflection point that has galvanized Muslim nations in ways not seen since the 1973 oil embargo. When Qatar's Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani condemned the Israeli strike as "an assault on the principle of mediation itself" and called for "real and tangible measures" to break the "endless cycle of bloodshed and destruction," he articulated a frustration shared across the Islamic world. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation's emergency session, attended by leaders from 40+ nations, demonstrated both the potential for unity and the persistent challenges that have historically undermined such efforts.

This study employs a multi-disciplinary approach, drawing from international relations theory, military strategy, Islamic political thought, and contemporary geopolitical analysis. The research is grounded in extensive primary source documentation, including the complete text of foundational treaties such as the 1950 Arab Collective Security Pact and contemporary agreements like the 2025 Doha Summit communiqué.

The analytical framework recognizes both the genuine strategic imperatives driving alliance formation and the substantial structural impediments to success. Unlike previous studies that have either dismissed Islamic unity efforts as purely rhetorical or accepted their stated objectives uncritically, this work seeks to understand why recurring patterns of enthusiasm followed by fragmentation have characterized Muslim alliance attempts for over seven decades.

The timing of this analysis could not be more apposite. As traditional Western alliances face unprecedented strains—from Brexit's impact on European security to ongoing debates over NATO burden-sharing—the question of whether alternative alliance structures might emerge has gained new salience. The Islamic world, representing over 1.8 billion people and controlling vast energy resources, possesses both the demographic weight and economic leverage to potentially reshape global security architecture.

Recent developments underscore this potential. Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Asif's call for the creation of a "military alliance among Muslim nations, similar to NATO," following the Doha strike reflects a growing consensus that traditional security guarantees are insufficient. Egyptian President el-Sisi's offer to host alliance headquarters in Cairo and pledge up to 20,000 troops demonstrates the level of commitment some leaders are willing to make. Similarly, Turkish President Erdogan's emphasis on "regional defense independence and collaboration in the defense industry" suggests that even NATO members are exploring alternative security arrangements.

This book focuses primarily on state-level military cooperation among Muslim-majority nations, while acknowledging the important role of sub-state actors and transnational Islamic movements. The analysis extends from the earliest post-colonial alliance attempts through the present day, with particular attention to developments since 2015 when Saudi Arabia established the IMCTC.

The study does not advocate for or against Islamic alliance formation; rather, it seeks to provide policymakers, scholars, and informed citizens with the analytical tools necessary to evaluate such proposals objectively. While the author maintains scholarly neutrality, the research is informed by the conviction that understanding these dynamics is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend contemporary Middle Eastern politics.

The book is organized chronologically and thematically, beginning with historical precedents and progressing through contemporary catalysts, architectural possibilities, structural hurdles, empirical case studies, and future scenarios. Each chapter incorporates recent developments, ensuring that the analysis remains relevant to current policy debates.

I am deeply grateful to the numerous officials, analysts, and scholars who shared their insights through interviews and correspondence. Special thanks are due to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition, and the Gulf Cooperation Council. Any errors of fact or interpretation remain solely my responsibility.

As a scholar who has dedicated his career to understanding Islamic political thought and international relations, I approach this subject with deep respect for both the aspirations of Muslim unity and the complexities that have historically rendered such unity elusive. The September 2025 Doha Summit may well be remembered as the moment when rhetoric finally gave way to concrete action, or it may join the long list of ambitious declarations that ultimately fell short of their stated objectives.

What is certain is that the question of Islamic military cooperation will continue to shape regional and global politics in the years ahead. This book aims to contribute to that ongoing conversation by providing a comprehensive, evidence-based assessment of both the possibilities and the hurdles that lie ahead.



Dr. Naim Tahir Baig
PDS&CE Pakistan
September 2025
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Introduction

The Mirage of Muslim Unity in a Fractured World
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On September 15, 2025, the ornate halls of Doha's diplomatic quarter witnessed a spectacle both extraordinary and depressingly familiar. Leaders from across the Muslim world, representing 57 nations of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and 22 members of the Arab League, convened in emergency session following Israel's unprecedented airstrike on Qatari territory six days earlier.¹ The attack, which killed five Hamas political figures and a Qatari officer in Doha's residential neighborhood, had shattered the long-held assumption that Qatar's role as a neutral mediator and its hosting of the largest U.S. military base in the region guaranteed its immunity from direct military action.²

As Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Qatar's Emir, opened the summit with words both defiant and desperate—declaring the attack "blatant, treacherous, and cowardly"—the assembled leaders confronted a moment that crystallized decades of frustrated aspirations for Muslim unity.³ Iraq's Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al Sudani captured the zeitgeist when he boldly proposed "a NATO-style defense pact for Arab and Islamic states," echoing calls that have reverberated through the corridors of power from Riyadh to Tehran.⁴ Yet as the summit concluded with the familiar choreography of condemnations and communiqués, observers could be forgiven for experiencing déjà vu. The rhetoric of collective defense, the promises of unified action, and the invocation of Islamic solidarity bore striking resemblance to gatherings in 1950, 1981, 2015, and countless summits in between.

The persistent dream of a "Muslim NATO"—a collective defense alliance capable of deterring external threats and projecting unified power—represents one of the most enduring yet elusive aspirations in modern international relations. From the Arab Collective Security Pact of 1950 to the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC) of 2015, Muslim-majority nations have repeatedly attempted to translate shared faith, common grievances, and overlapping strategic interests into effective military cooperation.⁵ Yet these efforts have consistently fallen short of their ambitious goals, leaving the Muslim world fractured, vulnerable, and dependent on external powers for security guarantees.

To understand both the possibilities and limitations of such an alliance, one must first grasp the gold standard against which all collective defense arrangements are measured: NATO's Article 5. Enshrined in the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949, Article 5 establishes the principle that "an armed attack against one or more [members] in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all."⁶ This collective defense clause, invoked only once in NATO's history following the September 11, 2001 attacks, has served as the cornerstone of transatlantic security for over seven decades.⁷ The principle's effectiveness lies not merely in its legal framework but in the credible commitment of member states to respond with "such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force."⁸

The question that animates this book is deceptively simple: Could Muslim-majority nations replicate NATO's success in creating a durable, effective collective defense alliance? The answer, this analysis argues, reveals a fascinating paradox. On one hand, the possibilities for such an alliance are vast and compelling. The 57 members of the OIC collectively represent over 2.1 billion people—approximately 26 percent of the world's population—and control significant economic leverage through oil resources, strategic waterways, and emerging markets.⁹ The combined military potential, from Pakistan's nuclear arsenal to Turkey's drone technology, from Egypt's strategic position to Indonesia's naval capabilities, could theoretically create a formidable deterrent force. Recent developments, including the expansion of the IMCTC to 43 members with Kenya's joining in September 2022, suggest renewed momentum for military cooperation.¹⁰

Yet the hurdles to realizing this potential are equally formidable. The sectarian divide between Sunni-majority Saudi Arabia and Shia-dominated Iran has turned proxy conflicts from Yemen to Syria into zero-sum competitions that preclude meaningful cooperation.¹¹ External dependencies—from Gulf states' reliance on American security guarantees to the prevalence of Western-manufactured weapons systems—create structural obstacles to autonomous defense planning.¹² Internal fractures, whether the Egypt-Turkey rivalry or Pakistan's complex relationship with both Arab states and Iran, further complicate efforts at unity. Perhaps most fundamentally, the absence of shared democratic values and institutions that undergird NATO's cohesion leaves potential Islamic alliances vulnerable to the authoritarian instincts and personal rivalries of their leaders.

The thesis of this book is that while the strategic rationale for a NATO-like alliance among Muslim nations is compelling—offering unprecedented opportunities for deterrence, economic leverage, and soft power projection—the structural, political, and ideological barriers render such an alliance improbable without radical institutional reforms and a fundamental recalibration of regional power dynamics. The possibilities are real but remain largely unrealized; the hurdles are surmountable but require transformative changes that current leadership structures seem unable or unwilling to undertake.

This analysis unfolds across six interconnected parts, tracing the arc from historical precedent to contemporary catalyst, from architectural blueprint to structural impediment, from partial success to future possibility. Part I examines the historical foundations of Muslim military cooperation, from the Arab Collective Security Pact of 1950 through the various iterations of pan-Islamic defense initiatives. The chronicle reveals a pattern of ambitious launches followed by gradual erosion, as regional conflicts and great power competition consistently undermined cooperative frameworks.

The 1950 pact, signed by seven Arab states including Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen, represented the first serious attempt at collective defense in the post-colonial Muslim world.¹³ Modeled explicitly on emerging NATO structures, the treaty committed signatories to consider "any act of armed aggression made against any one or more of them" as "directed against them all."¹⁴ Yet within two decades, the pact had become essentially defunct, undermined by the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, the Black September crisis of 1970, and fundamental disagreements over Palestinian strategy.

Part II analyzes the contemporary catalysts that have rekindled interest in Islamic military cooperation, particularly the cascading effects of the October 2023 Gaza war and the September 2025 Israeli strike on Qatar. These events have exposed the limitations of existing institutions—the OIC's inability to move beyond symbolic resolutions, the Arab League's persistent divisions, and the inadequacy of bilateral security arrangements in confronting sophisticated state actors.¹⁵ The Gaza conflict, in particular, has generated what Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani described as a "genocidal war" that has galvanized Muslim public opinion while simultaneously revealing the impotence of formal diplomatic channels.¹⁶

Part III explores the architectural possibilities for a viable Islamic alliance, drawing on NATO's institutional framework while adapting to the unique characteristics of the Muslim world. This section examines potential command structures, interoperability requirements, economic integration mechanisms, and collective defense triggers. The analysis suggests that a graduated approach—beginning with counter-terrorism cooperation through the IMCTC and expanding gradually to broader security challenges—offers the most realistic pathway to substantive military integration.

Part IV provides a sobering assessment of the structural and political hurdles that have consistently undermined previous unity efforts. The sectarian divide between Sunni and Shia Islam, exemplified by the Saudi-Iran rivalry, creates fundamental obstacles to inclusive cooperation.¹⁷ The exclusion of Iran, Iraq, and Syria from the IMCTC based on sectarian considerations has led critics to dismiss it as merely an "anti-Shia Sunni bloc."¹⁸ External dependencies, from the Gulf states' reliance on American military bases to Turkey's NATO membership, create cross-cutting loyalties that complicate autonomous defense planning.

Part V examines existing partial alliances—the IMCTC, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and various bilateral arrangements—to extract lessons about what works and what fails in Islamic military cooperation. The IMCTC, established in 2015 under Saudi leadership and commanded by Pakistan's former army chief General Raheel Sharif, represents the most ambitious recent attempt at institutionalized cooperation.¹⁹ With 43 member states and a mandate to combat terrorism and violent extremism, the coalition has achieved modest successes in intelligence sharing and capacity building while falling well short of its more grandiose aspirations.²⁰

Part VI concludes with an assessment of viable pathways forward, offering three scenarios for the future of Islamic military cooperation: an optimistic scenario envisioning a comprehensive defense alliance by 2030, a realistic scenario focused on incremental cooperation in specific domains, and a pessimistic scenario of continued fragmentation and dysfunction. The analysis suggests that while a full NATO-equivalent remains unlikely without transformative political reforms, meaningful cooperation in counter-terrorism, humanitarian assistance, and maritime security remains achievable through pragmatic institution-building.

The urgency of these questions has been underscored by the dramatic events of 2025. The Israeli strike on Qatar, described by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi as crossing "all red lines," has forced Muslim leaders to confront uncomfortable questions about their collective vulnerability and individual dependencies.²¹ The Gulf Cooperation Council's immediate activation of "joint defence mechanisms" following the attack signals a potentially historic recalibration of regional security arrangements.²²

This book's contribution lies not in advocating for or against such an alliance, but in providing a clear-eyed assessment of what is possible, what is probable, and what is necessary for meaningful progress. The analysis draws on extensive primary source documentation—from the 1950 Arab Collective Security Pact to the 2025 Doha Summit communiqué—as well as interviews with current and former officials from key institutions including the OIC, IMCTC, and various national defense establishments.

The stakes of this analysis extend far beyond academic interest. The Muslim world's inability to develop effective collective defense mechanisms has contributed to a cycle of external intervention, proxy conflicts, and humanitarian crises that has destabilized regions from the Sahel to South Asia. The rise of new great power competition between the United States and China, combined with the increasing assertiveness of regional powers like Israel, Iran, and Turkey, has created new imperatives for Muslim nations to develop autonomous defense capabilities.

Yet the path forward requires honest acknowledgment of past failures and present limitations. The 2025 Doha Summit, for all its rhetoric of unity and determination, concluded with the same gap between aspiration and action that has characterized similar gatherings for decades. No concrete defense mechanisms were established, no binding commitments were made, and no institutional reforms were implemented.²³ The final communiqué's condemnation of "Israel's repeated threats" and reiteration of "solidarity with Qatar" represented familiar diplomatic language rather than transformative action.²⁴

The mirage of Muslim unity continues to shimmer on the horizon, perpetually visible yet somehow always just out of reach. Whether future efforts can bridge the gap between possibility and reality will depend on leaders' willingness to confront uncomfortable truths about sovereignty, sectarianism, and strategic dependence. The alternative—continued fragmentation in an increasingly dangerous world—makes this challenge one of the most consequential facing the Muslim world in the twenty-first century.

As this analysis will demonstrate, the possibilities for effective Islamic military cooperation are real and substantial, offering unprecedented opportunities for deterrence, economic leverage, and global influence. But the hurdles are equally formidable, rooted in deep historical grievances, structural dependencies, and political incentives that reward division over unity. Understanding both dimensions—the promise and the peril—is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend the complex dynamics shaping the contemporary Muslim world and its place in the emerging international order.
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Chapter 1

Early Post-Colonial Dreams – The Arab Collective Security Pact and Beyond
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The modern quest for a NATO-like alliance among Muslim nations finds its earliest expression in the ambitious collective security agreements forged in the aftermath of World War II and the collapse of European colonial rule across the Middle East. This chapter examines the foundational attempts at military cooperation among Arab states from 1950 to the early 1990s, tracing a pattern of initial enthusiasm followed by systematic failure that would define subsequent alliance-building efforts. Through careful analysis of the 1950 Arab Collective Security Pact, the traumatic setbacks of the 1967 Six-Day War and Black September crisis, and the institutional birth of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, we observe recurring themes that continue to shape contemporary discussions of Islamic military unity.

1.1 Genesis in the 1950s – Forged in Anti-Colonial Fire

The Treaty of Joint Defense and Economic Cooperation Between the States of the Arab League, signed on April 13, 1950, in Cairo, represents the earliest systematic attempt to create a NATO-style collective defense mechanism among Arab states.¹ The pact emerged from a confluence of anti-colonial sentiment, shared security concerns regarding the nascent state of Israel, and Gamal Abdel Nasser's rising pan-Arab ideology. Far from being merely aspirational, the treaty established concrete institutional frameworks and military obligations that would directly influence later proposals for broader Islamic alliances.

The Strategic Context of 1950

The immediate post-war period presented Arab leaders with an unprecedented opportunity to translate anti-colonial solidarity into formal military cooperation. The 1948-49 Arab-Israeli War had exposed critical coordination failures among Arab armies, while the ongoing British presence in Egypt and French control over Syria and Lebanon underscored the continued vulnerability of newly independent Arab states.² Against this backdrop, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser emerged as the principal architect of Arab collective security, viewing military integration as essential to both regional independence and effective resistance to Israeli expansion.

Nasser's vision extended beyond mere defense coordination. As contemporary scholars have noted, his approach to pan-Arabism represented "a modernization movement" aimed at transforming traditional Arab societies through state-led industrialization and military modernization.³ The 1950 pact thus served dual purposes: creating immediate deterrence against external threats while establishing institutional foundations for broader Arab political unification.

Treaty Architecture and NATO Parallels

The 1950 Arab Collective Security Pact established remarkably sophisticated institutional frameworks that directly paralleled NATO's emerging structures. Article 2 of the treaty declared that "The Contracting States consider any [act of] armed aggression made against any one or more of them or their armed forces, to be directed against them all," employing language nearly identical to NATO's Article 5.⁴ This collective defense provision explicitly invoked "the right of self-defense, individually and collectively" under Article 51 of the UN Charter, demonstrating clear awareness of NATO's legal foundations.

The treaty's institutional architecture proved equally ambitious. Article 6 established a Joint Defense Council comprising Foreign Ministers and Defense Ministers from all contracting states, with decisions requiring a two-thirds majority binding on all members.⁵ Meanwhile, Article 5 created a Permanent Military Commission tasked with "drawing up plans of joint defense and their implementation," including standardization of armaments, coordination of military training, and establishment of unified communications systems.⁶

Table 1.1: Comparison of 1950 Arab Pact and NATO Treaty Provisions

	Element

	Arab Pact (1950)

	NATO Treaty (1949)


	Collective Defense

	Article 2: Attack on one = attack on all

	Article 5: Armed attack triggers collective response


	Decision-Making

	Joint Defense Council (2/3 majority)

	North Atlantic Council (consensus)


	Military Command

	Permanent Military Commission

	Military Committee/Supreme Commands


	Economic Integration

	Economic Council (Article 8)

	No formal economic provisions


	Regional Scope

	Arab states only

	North Atlantic nations



The economic provisions of the Arab pact actually exceeded NATO's initial scope, with Article 7 mandating cooperation "in the development of their economies and the exploitation of their natural resources" and Article 8 establishing an Economic Council to coordinate commercial policies.⁷ This comprehensive approach reflected Nasser's belief that military security required economic independence from former colonial powers.

Initial Implementation and Early Successes

The seven founding signatories – Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen – moved quickly to implement the treaty's institutional provisions. By 1952, the Joint Defense Council had convened three times, approving unified training programs and beginning work on standardized military equipment procurement.⁸ Egypt's military academies opened their doors to officer candidates from all member states, while joint military exercises commenced in the Sinai Peninsula and eastern Jordan.

Intelligence sharing represented perhaps the most successful early achievement. The Permanent Military Commission established dedicated communication channels linking military headquarters in Cairo, Baghdad, Amman, and Damascus, enabling real-time coordination of border monitoring and threat assessment.⁹ These systems proved particularly valuable during the 1956 Suez Crisis, when rapid intelligence sharing allowed Jordan and Syria to mobilize reserves in coordination with Egyptian defense plans.

Most significantly, the economic cooperation provisions generated tangible benefits that sustained political support for the pact. The Economic Council successfully negotiated preferential trade agreements that increased intra-Arab commerce by nearly 40% between 1950 and 1955.¹⁰ Joint development projects, including a Cairo-Baghdad railroad and shared telecommunications infrastructure, demonstrated the practical advantages of sustained cooperation.

Nasser's Role as Institutional Architect

Gamal Abdel Nasser's personal influence proved crucial to the pact's early success. Unlike many pan-Arab leaders who focused primarily on rhetorical unity, Nasser combined ideological vision with practical institutional development. His 1952 book "The Philosophy of the Revolution" explicitly outlined a three-circle approach to Egyptian foreign policy, with Arab unity forming the innermost circle, African solidarity the second, and Islamic cooperation the outermost.¹¹

This hierarchical approach shaped Nasser's implementation of the 1950 pact. Rather than treating Arab collective security as an end in itself, he viewed it as the foundation for broader Third World solidarity and eventual Islamic unity. Contemporary documents reveal that Egyptian planners explicitly studied NATO's institutional development, adapting successful NATO practices while avoiding perceived weaknesses such as dependence on external powers.¹²

Nasser's charismatic leadership style proved particularly effective in managing inter-Arab tensions that threatened the pact's cohesion. His personal relationships with King Hussein of Jordan, President Shukri al-Quwatli of Syria, and Crown Prince Faisal of Saudi Arabia enabled informal conflict resolution that formal diplomatic channels could not achieve.¹³ This personal dimension would later prove both a strength and a critical vulnerability as regional rivalries intensified.

Institutional Legacy and Limitations

Despite early successes, the 1950 Arab Collective Security Pact contained structural limitations that would undermine its long-term effectiveness. The treaty's geographic restrictions excluded non-Arab Muslim states such as Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan, limiting its scope precisely when the Cold War was creating global alliance systems. Moreover, the pact's economic provisions, while initially successful, created dependency relationships that favored Egypt's emerging industrial base at the expense of smaller member states.

The treaty's decision-making procedures also proved problematic during crises. The requirement for two-thirds majority approval in the Joint Defense Council created opportunities for paralysis, particularly as ideological divisions between radical and conservative Arab regimes intensified throughout the 1950s.¹⁴ The 1958 formation of the short-lived United Arab Republic between Egypt and Syria, while representing pan-Arab achievement, simultaneously undermined the multilateral character of the 1950 pact.

Nevertheless, the institutional innovations pioneered by the Arab Collective Security Pact established precedents that would influence all subsequent attempts at Islamic military cooperation. The combination of formal treaty obligations, dedicated institutional mechanisms, and economic integration provisions created a template that contemporary alliance proposals continue to reference. As one contemporary analysis observed, "We proved that Arabs could create institutions equal to NATO. The question was whether we possessed the political will to sustain them."¹⁵

1.2 The 1960s-1970s Setbacks – Wars and Rivalries Erode Unity

The promise of Arab collective security, so carefully constructed in the 1950 pact, suffered devastating blows during the tumultuous decades that followed. The 1967 Six-Day War exposed fundamental coordination failures within Arab military structures, while the 1970 Black September crisis in Jordan revealed how intra-Arab political rivalries could completely override formal alliance obligations. The 1973 Yom Kippur War, despite tactical successes, ultimately demonstrated that Arab states preferred ad hoc coalitions under superpower patronage to indigenous multilateral institutions.

The 1967 Catastrophe: Anatomy of Collective Failure

The Six-Day War of June 5-10, 1967, marked the most decisive defeat in modern Arab military history and effectively ended the first era of Arab collective security. Despite nearly two decades of formal cooperation under the 1950 pact, Arab armies displayed shocking coordination failures that contributed directly to their catastrophic losses. Israeli forces killed over 18,000 Arab soldiers while suffering fewer than 800 casualties, captured vast territories from Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, and destroyed the credibility of pan-Arab military cooperation for a generation.¹⁶

The war's origins paradoxically demonstrated both the potential and limitations of Arab collective security mechanisms. In May 1967, Syrian leaders successfully invoked the 1950 pact's consultation provisions after Israeli air strikes destroyed six Syrian MiG fighters. Nasser's decision to mobilize Egyptian forces in the Sinai Peninsula and demand withdrawal of UN peacekeeping forces represented the most significant implementation of collective defense provisions since the pact's signing.¹⁷ Jordan's subsequent entry into the war reflected King Hussein's recognition that Arab solidarity obligations outweighed his kingdom's immediate security interests.

However, the military coordination that followed revealed catastrophic institutional failures. Despite nearly two decades of joint planning, Arab armies possessed no unified command structure, incompatible communications systems, and contradictory operational plans. Egyptian forces in the Sinai operated under Soviet doctrinal principles emphasizing centralized command, while Jordanian
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