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Dedication
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First, some credentials. I always advise my own students and colleagues, when they want to buy a nonfiction book about writing, to research the author. If he hasn’t written anything but nonfiction “how-to” books about writing, what can he possibly know about actual fiction writing? Stay away from him.

To apply the same strict parameters to myself—and just so you know who you’re dealing with here—as I write this introduction (early November, 2016), I’ve written and published 20 novels, 1 novella, 1 novelette, and 158 short stories across pretty much every genre. I’ve also compiled 29 five—and ten-story collections of short stories. And all of that’s in just over two years.

This year alone, from January 1 through October 31, 2016, I’ve written 655,155 words of published fiction. 

Before this book goes to print around mid-January, 2017, I expect to have written and published four more novels (so 24 total) and around twelve more short stories (so around 170 total).

And yes, I’ve also written and published 15 how-to books on various aspects of writing, self-editing and publishing. This unwieldy tome will be the 16th.

That probably seems like a lot, especially compared to the production of typical English-major novelists who believe “excellence” can be achieved only by suffering for their art or some such nonsense. And I’ve written a lot compared to those who say they are writers but never seem to find the time to actually write anything other than the occasional grocery list. 

But I haven’t written a lot at all by any reasonable standard when judged alongside truly prolific fiction writers. 

Now please understand, I am an entertainer. Nothing more important than that. I write first to entertain myself, and second to entertain all my readers. I sit alone in a room and make up stuff. That’s my day job.

When I started my Daily Journal back in October, 2014, I did so primarily to hold myself accountable to my writing. But I invited others to watch. If others were watching, I reasoned, it would be more difficult for me to simply quit.

As it turned out, it was also actually enjoyable—for both me and some others—to watch my day-to-day progress on my stories. Plainly put, the words add up. And to the individual writer (in this case, me) the total is always impressive, always an accomplishment.

When the Journal had been running for over two years, I thought perhaps I should publish the latest calendar year of it whole, January 1 through December 31, 2016. Basically it would be a sort of diary that included everything: the good, the not-so-good, and the downright ugly, warts and all. It would include the day-to-day “life” stuff as well as topics of interest to writers and the all-important (to me) word counts. It would also include live links to dozens of writer resources.

In the end, though, I decided to publish almost two full years of the Journal, from the beginning on October 19, 2014 through October 31, 2016. It’s “almost” two years because in the early days of the Journal I skipped some entries. 

Some of the folks who have been with me from the beginning on this project said it might be a good idea to omit the “dry” daily, monthly and annual word counts. Oh, and those silly “progression” word counts too, whereby I showed my progress through each novel. 

Eventually, though, mostly because I wish something like this had been available when I was starting out, I decided to leave everything in. You can skip over what you don’t want to read, but it will still be there for those who want it. 

If you have any questions, you can reach me at Harvey@HarveyStanbrough.com. This might be a great learning tool for you if you’re a writer, even if I do say so myself.

A few notes: 

1. The first several posts are short. Bear with me. They will become much longer.

2. For simplicity, I’ve exaggerated only the date headings of the Journal entries and the Topics. 

3. I’ve gone through and removed all photographs and other graphics. However, I didn’t bother to remove the text that talks about them.

4. Of necessity, I’ve also deleted all hyperlinks. If you see anything you would like to reference, please check the appendix.

5. Please note that some of the topic will repeat. Some will repeat more than twice, albeit most often with updated or added information. If there was an easy way to go through and delete or combine the duplicates, I would. But there isn’t, so I didn’t. I hope you will consider the second (and any subsequent) topic postings as a reminder. 

So without further ado, here’s The Professional Fiction Writer: A Year in the Life. As for it being more than an actual year? Well, we’ll keep that between us. I hope you will enjoy this glimpse and that it will be useful to you.

A Year in the Life
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October 19, 2014
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Thanks for welcoming me into your writing life. 

I decided my Writing Off Into the Dark seminar is probably going to be the last seminar I teach. After that, I’ll just refer folks to the Audio Lecture on WITD.

Around 2:15 I went to MailChimp, revived this RSS blog campaign, then decided to clean up this site a bit to get it ready. Then I started this blog post. It will go to a very small list tonight at 9 p.m. 

Remember to set goals for yourself to help you practice writing into the dark.

Can we revise or adjust goals once they’re set? Yep. Remember, they’re only artificial boundaries. We set goals to help ourselves, not to harm ourselves. Remember the term “realistically” and keep it in mind. 

Well, not too bad a day. I expected to get nothing done in writing today so I was already ahead with what I wrote on a longer story (Going Back). Watched some football, taking some intentional time off, but also wound up writing another 419 words on a new short story (Needful Things). It’s gonna be a good one, probably only around 3,000 words when it’s finished. 

I also got the new website set up and adjusted, a new header put up, then wrote this blog post. See you back here tomorrow.
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October 20, 2014
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I have the ongoing goal of writing a new short story every week and to continue working on a few longer stories as well, one or more of which will be novellas if not novels. 

However, I’ve decided to hold off thinking (intentionally) about writing a particular novel until I’ve at least gotten well into a six-week seminar I’m beginning (as a student, not an instructor) on November 5. So the goal to publish my first novel on January 1 is postponed, probably.

I need to settle back, relax, and just let myself have fun telling a story. 

Okay, earlier I said the goal of writing a novel is postponed probably. I had to qualify the postponement with “probably” because literally anything can happen. As I mentioned last weekend, I’m still retraining myself as well. Today I remembered something that lifted a huge weight off my shoulders and I thought it might help you too.

Remember in class I said if you get stuck “just write the next sentence”? Well, frankly, sometimes there IS no “next sentence,” at least for me. When that happens, I just go to another scene, and it doesn’t necessarily have to be the next scene chronologically. 

This works as well for short stories as for longer ones, though it isn’t as necessary as often in shorter fiction. To begin the new scene, write the first thing that occurs to you, and THEN just write the next sentence, write the next sentence, write the next sentence.
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Topic: Just Write

[image: image]


With any story, from a short story to a novel, it’s perfectly all right to Just Write the Scene.

1. To begin a scene, write whatever comes.

2. To get through the scene, write the next sentence, then write the next sentence, then write the next sentence. Don’t think about where it’s all going or even about the second or third sentence: Just write the next sentence.

3. When you’re writing a scene, don’t worry about how it connects to other scenes. Just focus on that scene.

4. When the scene ends, write whatever comes for the next scene (or for another scene), then write the next sentence, then write the next sentence, then write the next sentence.

Your character(s) will lead you to where you need to be.

* * *
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Can I, an accomplished poet and essayist and short story writer, easily write a very first novel just writing into the dark? No, not easily.

Can I write a scene? Yup. And that’s just one more way to allow your subconscious to tell the story. If you just write the scene, if you just write the next sentence, your character(s) will lead you through the story to the end.

Today I have a new background on my computer screen:


Write the next scene.

Write the next sentence.

Keep the story moving forward.

Writers Write


And now (it’s not quite 1:30 p.m.) I’m gonna turn right (to my writing computer) and see whether writing the next scene will enable me to Just Write Into the Dark for awhile. (grin) See you in the morning.
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October 21, 2014
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I want to write my short story for the week today so I don’t let that deadline sneak up on me. 

Writing nonfiction how-to books or scripts for audio lectures is a very different kind of writing. Whereas the smart fictionist will trust his subconscious to just write off into the dark, when writing nonfiction the writer must lay the critical mind across the keyboard and type right through it. 

Very stiff business, that. 

It isn’t creation, but reporting. Still, it’s somewhat enjoyable because the writer is sharing knowledge. But it doesn’t even come close the unbridled joy that’s unleashed when the fictionist overcomes a stumbling block and realizes his fingers are flying over the keyboard at a thousand words per hour. I’m off to play now.

Wrote my short story for this week. “Jumper.” Wrote it, created a cover, published it to Smashwords and Amazon and my fiction website between 5:30 and 10:30 a.m., so 5 hours. It will post on Thursday morning at 9 a.m. You’ll get it if you’re subscribed to my Free Short Story of the Week. 

Not too shabby for an old guy learning new tricks.
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October 22, 2014
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If you write only 50 words in an hour, should you feel bad? 

Why? That’s 50 more words than you had an hour ago, right? So congratulations are in order. Seriously. As you learn to trust your subconscious, your productivity will increase, so don’t sweat the small stuff.
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Topic: Negative Energy
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When I think of the term “negative energy,” I’m reminded of the tank commander in the Clint Eastwood WWII movie, Kelly’s Heroes. The actor was Donald Sutherland. He played the role as if the character was a peace-and-love hippie, and his favorite mantra was No Negative Energy. It was great, but in the back of my mind I always just marked it off as so much BS. 

I mean, that’s fine if you’re sitting around a campfire singing “Kumbaya,” but it’s of little or no value in the real world. At the time I was still firmly established in the mindset that positive thoughts alone do not a flak jacket make.

Well, that’s true. Positive thoughts won’t stop a bullet, but negative thoughts NEVER achieve positive results. 

Why did it take me so long to realize this? Maybe because I needed to attach it to something of importance in my own life. That “something” is writing. 

Since I learned how wonderful it is to let go of all those irrational fears and just write off into the dark, I’ve eschewed negative energy in all its forms as I recognize them.

So the upshot of all this is that you will NEVER hear from me a negative thought about your writing habits, your goals, your slips, or your writing itself. If I think I can help you improve your word count per hour or your schedule or your goal-setting, I certainly will try. But the attempt will never be derogatory or otherwise destructive. I’ll share with you what works for me, and if it works for you too, we’re golden. 
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October 23, 2014
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I’ve always been a Type AAA personality. If I had something to do, I wanted to do it NOW because in any given future there might not be enough time. So I’m learning it’s all right to NOT write sometimes. 

Let me explain:

I used to smoke cigarettes. I quit four separate times. The one that took (the last one) was cold turkey. I decided I just wouldn’t smoke anymore. Part of that process (leading up to quitting) was to make myself smoke a cigarette when I didn’t have the urge. I was conscious of every step in the process. To smoke a cigarette, first of all I had to have a pack. Then I had to


1. remove one from the pack

2. position it between my lips

3. find a fire source (lighter, match)

4. ignite the fire source

5. light the cigarette and inhale


If I removed any one of those events, I would not be able to smoke a cigarette.

For a week I practiced smoking when I didn’t want to and not smoking when I did want to. It was a way of showing the habit I could control it if I wanted to instead of it controlling me. 

Then when I quit, I called on my stubborn streak. I mentally crossed my arms and refused to buy a pack. If I happened across a cigarette, I refused to take it, etc. right on down the list. I didn’t slip up. I didn’t backslide. I haven’t had a cigarette since then, and I can’t even remember when I stopped smoking. (I also don’t see myself as a nonsmoker. I see myself as a recovering smoker.)

Retraining yourself is simply a matter of convincing your subconscious of who you really are.

Several years ago I convinced my subconscious that I was a person who lives a cigarette-free life. Today I’m convincing it I’m a professional fiction writer, that no other aspect of my life is more significant to who I am than my writing. 

Retraining. Rough but absolutely necessary. That’s why setting and achieving goals is so important. Doing so shows your subconscious you’re serious. Streaks are important for the same reason. More on that in tomorrow’s post. (grin) 

Spent most of my morning writing blog posts to play catch up over on my “big” site. Got done up through the end of November. I’ll add more later and get them pre-posted so they won’t bug me so much. 

Finished the short story version of “Adobe Walls.” Once I realized the relationship between Wes and McFadden, I realize I might have a MUCH longer work if I went back and started at the beginning. 

Without realizing it, I’d started very near the end. I’ve never written a western before. See you in the morning.
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October 24, 2014

[image: image]


TGIF? Not around here. Not in my office. The weekend always brings Other Things To Do, things that generally interrupt my writing time, or more accurately, make it less available. Ugh.

I want to talk about streaks and how important they are to retraining yourself, which means convincing your subconscious that you are, indeed, a writer. 
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Topic: Streaks
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First of all, to establish a streak, do this:


1. set a goal that regularly resets itself

2. achieve it

3. lather, rinse, repeat


That’s it. Seriously. Oh, and Don’t Miss. Well, I guess that’s covered in “achieve it.”

A streak is great because it can be one large goal composed of several smaller goals. 

For example, if you set a goal to write a short story every week for a year, your overall goal is to do just that—write 52 short stories in a year—but that’s compounded by a series (52) smaller goals of writing a new short story every week. 

This is a great way to set goals because 1) it breaks the overall goal into manageable bites and 2) IF you happen to miss a week, so what? the goal resets the next day. 

And if you miss one week, at the end of the year you will still have written and published 51 short stories. That’s called Failing to Success. 

Plus, if you know anything about publishing, 10 collections of five stories each and 5 collections of ten stories each. So that’s a total of 66 publications in one year. And you can do each of the fifteen collections in both ebook and paper if you want.

You know I have a streak going currently, and it’s the one I just described. 

When I started that insanity back on April 16 my goal was to write at least one new short story per week for a year. Frankly, I’ve succeeded thus far only because I hate the thought of having to say, “Yeah, I wrote one brand spanking new, freshly minted short story per week until—” 

MailChimp sends out my stories every Thursday at 9 a.m. The closest I came to breaking my streak was on August 28. That Thursday morning I finished writing “Deadline” (ironic, eh?) and posted it at 8:30 a.m. 

Whew! Still, that’s no way to live.

Why are streaks important? Because Streaks Have Power.

Streaks will drive you to the writing computer because the very nature of the streak demands that it remain unbroken. 

Streaks carry an automatic, recurring deadline because they’re based on goals that re-set every day or every week or every month. When I meet the deadline and write a new short story this week, the goal automatically re-sets to the following Thursday.

And if you do miss one day or one week, does the world end? 

No. You fail to success.

Will other writers point at you and laugh? Maybe, but probably not if they have their own streak going. And frankly, who cares? What’s important is that a whole new streak will have begun. (grin) 

* * *
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Today is being a very good day for me. 

About 5:15 I was thinking today was going to be a non-writing day other than a few blog posts. On a lark, I decided to write for just 15 minutes. I turned right (to my writing ‘puter), typed a line that turned out to be a title, and let my fingers run. 

Two hours later, I looked up. I’d written 2393 new fiction words comprising a new short story: “This Is Not A Mosquito!”

When you think it’s going to be a non-writing day, recognize that is your critical mind stopping you from writing. Get in your writing chair and Just Write for 15 minutes. Who knows? Maybe it’ll turn into an hour or two or three. 
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October 25, 2014
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Teaching the final iteration of Writing Into the Dark today. Removed the Writing Intensives tab from my website yesterday. Definitive actions are always good as benchmarks for turning points in a life. Next weekend I’ll teach the final session of the current Pro-Level Writing Seminar Group, and that will be that. 

I hope we’re all able to stay in touch, these folks in the Pro-Level Group and all these writers who made it to either session of Writing Into the Dark. I enjoy playing with my friends, and not all of them are fictional.

Now I can work on further revising my schedule. Already answer emails in the morning to help me wake up. Might set up a time in the early evening for another email session, and have it off the rest of the time. 

Earlier I’d written that I have no new goals at present, but actually I sprouted a new one this morning. 

Without planning anything, I found myself writing a novel this morning. I’m setting a goal to release (publish) this novel on or before Monday, December 8. I’ll have a cover finished in the next few days, and I’ll post it and a “place keeper” document to Smashwords and Amazon for pre-release sales. 
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Topic: Setting Goals
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Of course, during that time I also have to write at least five short stories to hit my one-story-per-week goal. (grin) 

And below is an overall to-do list that will become a list of new goals as I adjust to my newfound freedom as a writer:

Fiction:

1. Continue (at least) one short story per week

2. Learn/develop my technique for how to think of a novel (any ideas are welcome)

3. Write six novels in the next calendar year (this is bordering on becoming an overall goal as well as a series of goals of writing a novel every two months, a certain number of words per day, etc.)

4. Increase my hours per day/words per day writing fiction (I think this will come naturally with projects)

Nonfiction:

1. How to Create a Stunning Ebook Cover in an Hour (ebook only) (UPDATE: I never wrote this.)

2. Creating & Employing the Persona (book & audio lecture) (UPDATE: I never wrote this.)

3. vastly revise and expand Self-Editing for Writers (ebook & audio lecture) (UPDATE: I never did this.)

4. Writing the Character-Driven Short Story (maybe, ebook & audio lecture) (UPDATE: Wrote it. You can see it on my website at HarveyStanbrough.com.)

5. Making Your Living as a Freelance Copyeditor (maybe, ebook & book and audio lecture course) (UPDATE: I never wrote this.)

Let’s talk about the third goal in the fiction list for a moment: I wanted to write six novels in the next calendar year. (UPDATE: In the next calendar year, January to December 2015, I wrote 9 novels and a novella.)

This is a prime example of an old saw, to wit, Q: How do you eat an elephant? A: One bite at a time.

In other words, when you set a goal that seems overwhelming (like eating an elephant), you have to break it into smaller goals. The good news is, in so doing you’re also setting yourself up for success because you’re giving yourself the perfect opportunity to get a streak going. And as I mentioned yesterday, Streaks Have Power.

The idea of writing six novels in a year is overwhelming. So I break it down a bit. To achieve that goal, I could wait until December and try to write all six novels, but that’s just nuts, right? 

Okay, so a natural opportunity for a streak pops up: I’ll set a series of smaller goals of writing a new novel every two months. Still big, but a lot more doable than writing six novels in a year. 

Okay, but if writing a novel in “only” sixty days feels huge, we have to break it down again. How?

Well, if think in chapters (for example) and you already know approximately how long your chapters are (say 10 pages) and how many chapters you’ll put into a book (say 40), you can do it like that. 

In two months there are eight weeks. In eight weeks there are 40 weekdays. Write a chapter every day. At 250 words per page and 10 pages per chapter, that’s 2500 words per day. 

At 40 chapters, that’s 100,000 words. If your novel is going to be about 60,000 words, adjust chapter length or number of chapters accordingly.

I would have to do it with word count instead. 

I already know I write about 1,000 publishable words per hour. (About 17 words per minute. Plenty of time for staring off into space.) I suspect my novel will be in the 60,000 word range. In the same two months (40 weekdays), that’s easily doable if I just write 1500 words per day. 

Folks, that’s only one and one-half hours per day. 

If I hit my other goal of writing three hours a day (still only 5 days per week) that’s 60,000 words in a month. So can I write a novel every two months? Um, yes, possibly while standing on my head spitting BBs. 

Oh, and I have to add another (roughly) 32,000 words in there for the eight short stories I have to write during that same eight weeks. (grin) Still well within reason. If I write 3 hours per day, in 40 weekdays I’ll have 120,000 words. So 28,000 more than I need for my fiction. Maybe I can use the others for some of the nonfiction stuff I want to do. (grin) 

Just back from the final edition of my seminar on Writing Into the Dark. Great group of writers. When I get around a group like that, I just feel fortunate. Thank you, folks, for being there today.
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October 26, 2014
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Wow. World Series time. Great game last night, at least up until 9 p.m. That combined with my tirednicity and my need for unwinding from the excellent group effort yesterday kept me up until 9 and added an hour to the other end of my sleep.

I wrote the short story for this week (to post next Thursday) on last Thursday so I’ll be working on my novel (or whatever else pops up). I wish you happy writing off into the dark. 

Oh, here’s one of those “I just hadda share this” moments: 

The last short story I wrote for the weekly challenge was an historical western. No way did I ever expect to write a western, although I’ve enjoyed reading them. 

Thing is, about 300 words from the end of this 6500 word story, the two main characters (just before the climax that led to the end) told me they’d been great friends several years earlier. They also told me one had gone bad, why and how the protagonist had searched to find the bad guy ever since, etc. 

A smidgeon of that went into the story on the page. But most of it came as the two characters took a break from filming, cocked one elbow up on the cantina in my mind and chatted with me. 

In effect, for whatever reason, they told me all the major milestones that led up to the short story. 

So yesterday, without the slightest bit of fanfare or the nano-slightest bit of intent on my part, I started writing my first novel. When I realized what was going on about 1500 words later, I almost succumbed to “Oh Hell No!” 

Instead I took a deep breath, remembered nobody would nuke my house if I failed or succeeded, and set a release date of 8 December (45 days). I’ll create a cover in a day or two and a dummy document and set it for pre-release sales at both Amazon and Smashwords. Then all I have to do is actually finish writing the thing in time. (grin) 

How’s that for cementing a goal? I told my unintentional mentor and all my co-workshoppers what a moron I am right out in public. Then again, that’s what I’m doing here with you, my fellow co-conspirators, pretty much every day. (grin) 
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October 27, 2014
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Feelin’ a little punky today, lack of sleep maybe (grin). First session lasted not quite an hour, added a turning point to the novel and wrote 842 words. I’ll walk about 8:30 or so, and I suspect that will invigorate me and get me back to the writing ‘puter afterward.

Had a great walk (7 miles on the nose) but decided I probably wasn’t going to get anymore done on the novel today. However, I did compile and publish three new short story collections, all by my persona Eric Stringer:

Granny Mose: A Collection, five stories (12,000+ words), $3.99

Deadline: A Collection, five stories (10,000+ words), $3.99

This Is NOT A Mosquito! A Collection, ten stories (just under 23,000 words), $6.99

The ten-story collection contains all the stories that are in the two five-story collections. These will also be available as print books sometime in November when my first reader and print layout and cover design person can get to them. (grin) 

Oh, Eric Stringer also sent me a new brief bio F-I-N-A-L-L-Y. If you want to see it, drop by http://harveystanbrough.com/my-personas/. I think you’ll get a kick out of it. (grin) 

However, I’m not responsible for damages caused by Eric, so if you have virginal ears, I recommend earmuffs or those really good headphones with a mic attached and have the mic connected straight to your local police department. You know, just in case.
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October 28, 2014
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I’ll write today. I’ll knock out at least my 2000 words-per-day goal. (grin) 

Okay, 2448 new words on the novel in two brief sessions. Then I walked (only 4.6 miles that felt like 10 while being beaten with a cane), came back and got three collections and three covers put together for Nick Porter. Published all three as ebooks. Might go paper too, might not. Jerking myself around with that, and I’d really rather be writing than worrying about it. 

Hit the writing ‘puter for another very short session and nailed down an extra 265 words. Hey, a quarter-hour is a quarter-hour and that’s 265 words farther along than it was awhile ago. (grin) 

Writing of The Road to Adobe Walls

Day 1.... 1,490 words. Total words to date.... 1,490 words

Day 2.... 2152 words. Total words to date.... 3642 words

Day 3.... 842 words. Total words to date.... 4484 words

Day 4.... 2713 words. Total words to date.... 7197 words
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October 29, 2014
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Rolled out excited at 2:25 this morning. Lot going on today, at least potentially.


My DWS online workshop on Productivity posts today, so I’ll go to his blog first, then to the lessons.

The novel... I write in scenes and have been invigorated lately.

The next short story... I have a little breathing room since the story for this week (that will post tomorrow) is already written and ready to post, but I have to write another one for next Thursday.

Probably will put together two more collections today for Nick Porter, though they’re only short ones.


Congrats to Dawn on her great new project. That’s EXACTLY how to keep writing fun instead of allowing it to become a task!

Somehow forgot coffee through emails and this, so off to do that now and then DWS stuff. Back later.

I’ve bragged in the past about my little writing computer. For awhile the hard drive was on the verge of being full, yet all I had on it (I thought) was my word processing program, LibreWriter. It had become almost impossible to use it. 

I thought I might have to either format the hard drive (groan) or just find another writing ‘puter. I kept poking around and finally realized the problem was my Dropbox account. It kept adding things to the hard drive. (Yep, we believe the cloud is all in the cloud, only it ain’t.)

But I found it, dumped all those files (only from my writing ‘puter, not from Dropbox) and now the little ‘puter has over half the hard drive left. Win! Cost me about an hour, but saved me at least a couple hundred dollars. And I love the keyboard on that little ‘puter.

If you haven’t considered doing so yet, I do recommend you set up a separate writing computer. You can get a good inexpensive writing computer almost anywhere nowadays (thrift shops, eBay, want ads, etc.). 

ALL YOU WANT on your writing computer is an operating system and your word-processing program. You’ll want to remove games, the Internet, and anything else that might distract you from your writing. Yes, you can just turn that stuff off on your business computer when you’re writing, but what good does that do? 

This is part of your retraining. When it comes time to write and you sit down at your dedicated writing ‘puter, your brain will switch over to Have Fun mode and leave behind all the email, blog posts, publishing concerns and other business stuff and concentrate on Just Writing.

Remember, if you want to receive blog posts as they are posted, be sure to enter your email addy in the upper right corner of the website and hit Subscribe. I’m gonna go do that right now, then check out Lynn’s blog (which I recently saw she posted) and then turn to my reinvigorated writing ‘puter. Talk with you after awhile.

Okay, 1313 words in two short sessions. Time for a short break, then back at it. 

Another short stint of 1260 words, all on the novel.

It dawns on me (ahem, partly because of some comments DWS made when I told him I’m writing my first novel and fully intend to publish it on December 8) that maybe I’m writing a novella or maybe I’m writing a novel or maybe I’m just writing a learning experience. (grin) The way I see it, any of those is a win. No matter how it turns out, it has been great fun, and it occurs to me that even the worst day spent writing is better than the best day spent doing anything else. (grin) 

Okay, numbers for the day....

Today’s writing

Fiction words: 2573

Nonfiction words: 0

Blog(s): 667

Ebook Covers: 0

Writing of The Road to Adobe Walls

Day 1.... 1,490 words. Total words to date.... 1490 words

Day 2..... 2152 words. Total words to date.... 3642 words

Day 3...... 842 words. Total words to date...... 4484 words

Day 4..... 2713 words. Total words to date.... 7197 words

Day 5...... 2573 words. Total words to date... 9770 words 

almost to my first major milestone of 10,000 words 
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October 30, 2014
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Rolled out at 2:45 this morning. Bedroom clock was FLASHing FLASHing FLASHing, but I felt awake so padded into the kitchen with a flashlight to check the time, then back to get dressed. (grin) 

Emails, then to check DWS blog and then to check for comments on yesterday’s workshop sessions.

Something occurred to me as I was reading the comments on DWS blog from yesterday (today’s wasn’t up yet): Recently he’s been writing about Following Your Passion. In that you can also read Be True to Your Passion. The point was, it’s easy to sell out to what you believe the market wants or stop writing and focus on selling what you’ve already written or any number of other copouts. 

What’s difficult in any art form (including writing) is to Follow Your Passion and remain true to your passion DESPITE what your family and friends (and critique group members) say, and DESPITE lagging sales, and even DESPITE your own critical voice. When writing becomes work, seriously, find something else to do. Not everyone is a writer. 

When it comes to following your passion (or the markets) and being true to your passion (or polishing all the good off of what you write), you have a choice to make:


You can BE a writer who also does other life things, OR

You can be a plumber or cop or housewife or lawyer or doctor who also happens to write sometimes.


Okay, all of this has taken an hour and a half and I’m like hyper-jonesing for some words, so to paraphrase Batman, To the writing ‘puter! (grin) 

Ah, minor panic attack. Just realized it’s the 30th and for a second I wondered whether my main website had a blog post ready to go out. I checked, it did, piddled around over there for another 15 minutes and am jonesing hard again, so To the writing ‘puter! Talk atcha later.

A good, solid first session of 1010 words and dawn is just starting to touch the sky. (grin) A little break and another 867 words. Another of 1070. Finally, 1477 in two short sessions. Great day writing. (Told you I was jonesing for words!) (grin) 

Oh, I went back and checked Dean’s site for his blog again. He has a GREAT blog post today about outlining after the fact. I strongly recommend checking it out. (grin) 

Okay, numbers for the day....

Today’s writing

Fiction words: 4424

Nonfiction words: 0

Blog(s): 470

Ebook Covers: 0

Writing of The Road to Adobe Walls

Day 1..... 1490 words. Total words to date..... 1490 words

Day 2..... 2152 words. Total words to date..... 3642 words

Day 3..... 842 words. Total words to date....... 4484 words

Day 4..... 2713 words. Total words to date..... 7197 words

Day 5..... 2573 words. Total words to date..... 9770 words

Day 6..... 4424 words. Total words to date..... 14194 words

This morning I shot past 10,000 words like it was standing still. Woohoo! It’s not a short story. Now I’m heading for my next major milestone: 30,000 words (grin) 
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October 31, 2014
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Happy Hallowe’en if you’re into that sort of thing. (grin) 

Rolled out at 1:50 this morning. Emails, then commented on blog posts by members at HStanbrough.com. Also off to DWS blog and check for more comments on yesterday’s workshop sessions. Great stuff on the DWS blog. You really should check it out.
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Small Topic: Keep Learning from Valid Sources 
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I hope everyone here will take a half-hour or so to browse the blog posts at DWS and at HStanbrough.com each day. At the former, go to http://deanwesleysmith.com and scroll down. For the latter, I recommend clicking the tabs (names) at the top to make sure you haven’t missed anything. Most of the posts are short, and you never know when you might find an absolute gem. 

Also, if you aren’t signed up for my “main” website blog posts, you’re missing a free (and valid) education. In a world of misinformation about writing and advice from “experts” who have never written anything but their opinion, this sort of stuff is priceless. Go to http://harveystanbrough.com and sign up.

In fact, everyone here should read the blog that posted yesterday there. (Click the Blog tab and scroll down to Why Do You Write?)
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Bigger Topic: Negativity 
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You all know my take on critique groups. I don’t listen to opinions from people who don’t do what I do: write. Nor do I take legal advice from a plumber or advice on rebuilding an engine from a doctor. 

If anyone in a writing group or critique group tried to tell me how to “fix” a character or scene or line of dialogue or narrative in one of my stories, my first question would be “What goals have you set and achieved in your own writing?” In fact, ask each member of your critique group that question. Then ask Dean Wesley Smith. Ask Kristine Kathryn Rusch. Ask your favorite author. Ask me. Then you can make an informed decision regarding from whom you want to accept advice or lessons on writing.

Seriously, a woman in Prescott recently (and smugly) wrote in an email, when I offered her a free copy of Punctuation for Writers, “Oh, I assure you, punctuation use is strictly subjective.” 

Really? After verifying that she understood what “subjective” means, I emailed her back: “Fine. If that’s true, try ending all your sentences with commas.” 

She never emailed me back.

The point is, why would anyone want to listen to advice from people who haven’t done what they’re talking about, a LOT and SUCCESSFULLY? 

Twice in the past few days I’ve heard (what sounded to me like) horror stories about good writers having to fight to keep from listening to and absorbing the tripe that come out of some people’s mouths. 

For just one example, if a woman has a LOT of years of experience as a SUCCESSFUL journalist, she probably is qualified to teach journalism or at least share her tricks, tips and secrets. However, those years as a journalist do NOT qualify her to teach short story writing or novel writing or writing dialogue or writing narrative in fiction.

Your time is the most precious commodity you have. Every time you listen to bad advice, every time some moron says something that you have to battle against mentally, every time someone fills you with doubt, that’s lost time you can never get back.

Okay, it’s Friday, so in addition to continuing on my novel or whatever it is, I have to remember my goal for the week has reset. Have to slip off the novel sometime this week to write a short story, then back to it. 

Odd how writing the novel has come to feel like a reward to me. After I’ve done other things I need to do (even other writing, sometimes) I am rewarded by being able to get back to writing my novel. (grin) I hope SO much that your writing feels that good to you! And please, PLEASE learn to ignore, immediately and out-of-hand, all the hot air constantly coming your way.

The inexperienced critiquer, meaning one who hasn’t been extremely successful with his or her own writing, is doing nothing more than berating you with his or her own the critical voice. 

Think about that for a moment. If he can’t quiet the critical voice in his own writing, and if you’re striving to quiet your own critical voice, why in the world would you accept advice from HIS critical voice? Don’t Listen!

I know, too much preaching to the choir. (grin) I’ll stop soon, I promise. You guys either get it or you don’t. I’m betting you do. Like yesterday, I’m jonesing for some words, so once again to the writing ‘puter! Back later.

Okay, numbers for the day....

Today’s writing

Fiction words: 2433

Nonfiction words: 0

Blog(s): 866

Ebook Covers: 0

Writing of The Road to Adobe Walls

Day 1..... 1490 words. Total words to date..... 1490 words

Day 2..... 2152 words. Total words to date..... 3642 words

Day 3..... 842 words. Total words to date....... 4484 words

Day 4..... 2713 words. Total words to date..... 7197 words

Day 5..... 2573 words. Total words to date..... 9770 words

Day 6..... 4424 words. Total words to date..... 14194 words

Day 7..... 2433 words. Total words to date..... 16627 words
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