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“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools.”

Romans 1:21-22, RSV2CE.
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“We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.”

Romans 8, 28, RSV2CE.

“God created the heavens and the earth - the entire universe - and God continues to sustain His creation and to maintain a relationship with His creation, which is known as the providence of God. God’s providence is usually described as having three main functions: 1) to keep and preserve things in the universe; 2) to cooperate with all created things; and 3) to guide all things toward God’s purposes” (Douglas E. Woolley, 2019. Providence and Its Implications for Prayer, p.17. Southwestern Assemblies of God University. Graduate School of Distance Education. Systematic Theology I).

The question of God's Divine Providence over our lives and the functioning of humanity in this world is an interesting one. 

What could happen if the son of a loving Father, who wants to guide him, rejects His guidance because he thinks he knows better and lives away from Him?

“Providence was personalized to stress the parental care of God for each individual, and aligned to a divine purpose with eschatological outcomes, that is, relating to death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind”(David Fergusson, 2022. ‘Providence’, Abstract. St Andrews Encyclopedia of Theology).

“Providence in this first, theological sense, is the pattern of the order of creation to its destiny, always present in the divine intelligence and will of God. Providence in this sense is also the sole responsibility of God, since it is the pattern in the divine mind and will for the work of perfecting creation. The second sense, divine government, is temporal and the mutual co-responsibility of God and creatures” (Michael A. Hoonhout, 2002, Grounding Providence in the Theology of the Creator: The Exemplarity of Thomas Aquinas, pp.4,6. The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC. pp. 1-19).

“The surface narrative of Scripture strongly suggests that these relations are marked by co-dependence and a relative autonomy of parties. This ambivalence of God’s world needs to be registered by an adequate doctrine of providence. The divine-human relationship is asymmetric in terms of its setting, yet it is one in which God becomes reactive and, in important respects, dependent upon what has been made. Within this conceptual space, activities such as prayer, obedience, rebellion, forgiveness, redemption, and blessing now become possible”(D. Fergusson, 2010, ‘Theology of Providence’', pp.8,9,10. Theology Today, vol. 67, no. 3, pp. 261-278 Edinburgh Research Explorer. The University of Edinburgh).

Why then, in this fair and loving scenario, we as creatures live under human resistance to fulfill our part of this sacred covenant?

We are currently creatures of God, but we need to acquire sonship with our Father in heaven to become a part of everything and to enjoy His parental care. Unless we have created ourselves. Have we? If we have not, Were do we come from, if not from God? (Davalos, 2022, From Nothing to Everything, Returning to the Source, p.3).

Scripture portrays divine providence as God's active guidance, provision, and protection, particularly for those who trust Him and seek His kingdom first. Righteousness enables this providence, as the righteous experience directed steps, resilience in falls, and deliverance from trials, with faith bridging these truths. The righteous are distinguished by obedience and hatred of evil, sustained through tests that build perseverance and hope. Providence ensures no trial overwhelms, providing escape and growth, while God's righteousness judges justly, preserving the upright and cutting off the wicked. (The Berean, 2025. Divine Providence and Righteousness. ask.theberean.org).
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“Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”

Matthew 6:31-33, RSV2CE.

“Elements of New Testament teaching draw upon this element of righteousness, especially the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. God’s gracious provision is for all creatures, relieving us of unnecessary anxiety. (Matthew 6: 25–34). Only those events and circumstances that stand most closely in relation to the light of Christ can be represented as tokens of God’s providence”(D. Fergusson, 2010, ‘Theology of Providence’, pp.10,11. Theology Today, vol. 67, no. 3, pp. 261-278 Edinburgh Research Explorer. The University of Edinburgh).

“And regarding divine providence and righteousness, here is a topic to which Jesus wants us to put all our attention while living in this world: our community-familiar-individual lives. In this level, the atheistic globalized world cannot reach us if we don’t allow it. It is a level appropriate for all those who believe we have a loving Father in heaven and that the new Adam, Jesus Christ, started here and now a fundamental change within our hearts. It is a here-and-now bona fide level where what matters is to follow God’s will in a moment-by-moment basis because the will of God that is followed in the present moment is always a source of sanctity. This is the meaning of seeking first [and foremost] the kingdom of God and His righteousness, knowing that if we do it everyday all the things that we need shall be given to us by the providence of our Father in heaven. There are countless stories of individuals, families, and communities that, even in the midst of tragedies in their environments, have been spared from any harm. The answer? They have been humbly and actively seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness in their own lives, families, and communities” (Davalos, 2022, Do Not Be Anxious...pp.11, 12).

Scripture portrays divine providence as God's active guidance, provision, and protection, particularly for those who trust Him and seek His kingdom first. Verses highlight that God directs the steps of the righteous, delights in their way, and upholds them even when they fall, ensuring they are not utterly cast down. Practicing righteousness involves obedience, loving God by hating evil, and bearing fruit in peace, as wisdom from above sows’ righteousness. God's righteousness judges justly, protecting the upright while the wicked perish. The righteous are distinguished by obedience and hatred of evil, sustained through tests that build perseverance and hope. The interplay of providence and righteousness underscores God's protection and guidance for the faithful. Believers are called to commit plans to the Lord, who establishes their steps, and to endure without weariness, reaping in due season. This resilience distinguishes the righteous, whom God preserves, delivers from evil, and exalts in inheritance of the land, fulfilling His righteous governance (The Berean, 2025. Divine Providence and Righteousness. ask.theberean.org).
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“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians, 5:16-18, RSV2CE.

“The God of Thomas Aquinas favours, one could say, a governmental system of ‘subsidiarism’ according to which the ‘secondary causes’ in the world, sustained from within by the power of the ‘first cause’, have their own sphere of operation. In his view, the certainty of divine providence does not exclude contingency (a relative lack of reason) and free will. Thomas defends the thesis that ‘the immutability of divine providence does not suppress the utility of prayer’. His principal aim is to defend the usefulness of prayer as a free human act which does make a difference, not in the sense that it changes the disposition of providence, but that through our prayers, as such foreseen by God, the divine disposition will be realized. Prayer is a free exercise of human agency, thus an activity at the level of the ‘second causes’, in such a way that it is intentionally related to the ‘first cause’, to God’s providential ordering of everything towards the good. In prayer, God is addressed as the Good, that he, as the principle of our movement towards the good, may fulfill our desires. The conclusion is that prayer makes a difference. Our prayers are foreseen by God as somehow included in the way his providence is implemented by the ‘second causes’. Human freedom is allowed to play its own role in
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