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THE BILLIONAIRE WHO ABANDONED HIS FORTUNE

A true fable about living an exceptional life, fulfilling your purpose and improving the lives of others. 
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How it all started

He was taken captive by his father’s enemies. He was his father’s favorite son, one qualified to succeed his father once he was no more. He was an heir to the throne of a great kingdom but became a slave overnight. 

He was well known for his impeccable wisdom, his ability to solve difficult questions and the victories accrued for his father during his reign. 

The great Prince Daniel had been reduced to nothing but a slave. The son of the powerful king Hoi-Akim, had become a victim like a nobody. 

“My God, we’re in trouble!” his friends screamed, while wondering how all this happened within a short period; how easy it was for their enemies to overpower them without a clue. Leaving all their guards killed and their palace totally destroyed. 

The enemy king, the murderer of king Hoi-Akim, Daniel’s father, was panic-stricken wondering how easy it was attacking Hoi-Akim’s kingdom and capturing his son.  At last, Hoi-Akim’s son has been brought to him as a captive.  

He couldn’t believe his eyes. The young man Daniel was good looking, strong and healthy. He was well versed in every branch of learning. He was gifted with knowledge and had a good sense of judgement. The enemy king, stunned and thrilled about what Daniel could do to him, ordered his servants not to harm Daniel and his friends in any way. For once in his reign, he thought of not killing an enemy’s son. He was convinced he could utilize Daniel’s gifting’s to rule his own kingdom. He had heard of what Daniel had been doing back in his father’s kingdom and had planned this attack carefully in order to apprehend Daniel, and succeeded at it. 

Please don’t kill us exclaimed Daniel’s three friends, Michael, Henry and Azape, but Daniel remained unbothered.  These four young men had no clue what the enemy king had ordered his guards to do. For sure, he was known to be a very wicked king who murdered anyone who got in his way. 

They were taken into a safe place with many guards surrounding the entire building. Awed by the attitude of the people towards them, they asked “why are we here”? Why haven’t you killed us already? The guards silently proceeded to showing them their allocated rooms without saying a word. They only carried out the king’s orders without questioning. 

I’ve known Daniel since childhood. We first met when our parents introduced us at a special dinner party after “Bailey”, a festival we celebrate every year. Back then, Daniel had it all. He was handsome, strong, energetic and vibrant. In addition to that, he was the son of a rich king.

At a very young age, he was consulted by judges and rulers for counsel. His reasoning and world view was impeccable. He was wiser for his age. 

I can still remember going through his books to steal some poems and rephrase them to make a good name for myself in the company of my friends. 

Daniel was hard working and self-motivated in searching out matters and finding solutions to many problems.  

I remember my mother telling me about the story of Daniel’s grandfather when she was very young. Apparently, Daniel’s grandfather was also a very intelligent man. He delivered an entire kingdom from trouble by making predictions that always came to pass. 

Looks like Daniel had inherited that ability from this grandfather. No wonder he was the favorite son of his father. 

––––––––
[image: image]


It was obvious that when it comes to intellectual matters, Daniel was the man for it. All the people in his father’s kingdom knew him for this.  

The news of Daniel’s disappearance was heard in all the cities and kingdoms beyond. A man to whom both the rich and poor went for counsel, had been taken captive. Unbelievable! 

Daniel was a kind hearted young man and everyone knew him for this. Though he was the son of a king, he always humbled himself and got interactive with others. He loved to play with other young people at the backyard of the palace, of course, under strict protection by his guards. 

His father wasn’t very pleased with the fact that Daniel hanged out with other ordinary kids, however, he always went out of his way to make his son happy. 

Unlike every other young man, Daniel was extremely self-disciplined. He never took in anything alcoholic, never smoked, and barely even hang around girls. He set himself up for a great future and wasn’t willing to compromise on that. He knew an entire kingdom will depend on him one day and didn’t want to fail them. 
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I still can’t figure out why Daniel was comfortable with me going through his books and other belongings when he’s made it known publicly that he wasn’t that into girls. I certainly wasn’t the most beautiful girl in the city neither was I that skilled or intelligent as him. 

My great grandfather lost his fortune to gambling, leaving the entire family in poverty when he died. The struggle was real. My grandmother, incurred debt upon debt till she couldn’t pay it off and ended up as slaves themselves.

Somehow, my grandfather, managed to find a way out and finally, my dad was able to restore the family’s honor once again. 

At Daniel’s invitation, I went to the palace to enjoy some of the most sumptuous delicacies prepared for his family. I could stay there for a few days exploring the beautiful palace and casually participating in some trainings carried out by the chief guard for Daniel and his friends. 

Daniel was never wrong. He was always on point and was so proud about it. But beyond the proud looks of the young man Daniel, was a very humble person who genuinely cared about people especially the poor. In spite of his busy schedule, he would always make time to visit my brother, Zech. If for any reason he’s unable to visit, he would always ask about how Zech was doing and extend his regards to him.

Upon finding out from one of the women that his friends were in financial predicament, he offered to bail them out by paying their debt for them. Daniel was a man who genuinely cared for his friends and never neglected them. 

The only thing I found problematic about Daniel was the fact that he was way too obsessed with knowledge. He’s not only zealous to acquire knowledge, he would experiment with the information he discovered. “This is the true definition of wisdom” he always says.  

Somehow, he always managed to succeed at his numerous experiments.  He always justified this behavior with the claims that one day, he’ll succeed his father and would not in any way want to fail his people. 

At noon that day, Daniel told me about the plans he had for the end of the year. He had planned to visit the queen of Antioch, to participate in their annual festival as a way of taking a break from his work for some time. I thought that was a good idea. 

As time passed, however, Daniel’s reputation for brilliance spread to other kingdoms beyond his father’s, making a lot more people to travel long distances to seek counsel from this young man. Daniel, ever enjoying the company of these men, never said no to anyone wanting to see him. He welcomed everyone with open arms and was always happy to help.  

Daniel, at some point confided that when the people visited, he could not sleep for more than three hours without waking up to meditate or make notes for the coming day.  Always feeling guilty, he woke up every two hours to work on his craft. It became very clear that his enthusiastic about helping others had consumed him. He loved the attention he got, the prestige, acknowledgement and fame; so I thought.  
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As expected, Daniel became enormously successful. He was popular for his intellect. He consulted with great kings in neighboring kingdoms, solved difficult problems and even had some kings offering their daughters to him for marriage of which he always declined. Daniel had achieved more as a young man than most people in their life time. The man, was very successful. 
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And then this happened. This massive attack from his father’s enemies had brought Daniel from a famous, intellectual young man into a captive, in one day.  
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The Unknown Assassin 

They heard of the sudden attack of the enemy on King Hoi-Akim, Daniel’s father. And the kings from the neighboring kingdoms called for an emergency meeting. One slave, Joan, who had managed to escape from the attack reported to the kings during their meeting saying;

“I’m afraid I have some very bad news for you. King Hoi-Akim has been murdered and his son has been taken captive. As it stands now, we do not know who the attacker is and King Hoi-Akim’s body was seen in the middle of his palace. Daniel however, has not been found as the enemy guards completely annihilated ours. Daniel is no longer with us. The young man who helped solve the problems in our cities is gone and only God knows what will become of him in the hands of the enemy. The kings were shocked to hear this had happened to the all-powerful king Hoi-Akim and his entire kingdom. 

My one and only good friend was gone and it hurts.  The last time I met Daniel, he had plans on meeting the queen of Antioch as a kind of break from all his work and to explore the other kingdoms.

Three years had passed and I hadn’t heard anything about Daniel and his friends. The quest to search for Daniel and his friends by the kings had proven futile as they didn’t know who the assassin was. They thought, if the enemy was able to annihilate king Hoi-Akim
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