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To Jennifer, Joe, Robyn, Jason, Finn, Wylie, Lyra, Mira, and Barb – who gave me the strength and encouragement to tell the story of Beyond Finding Mac.

This book is lovingly dedicated to our children and grandchildren, whose lives continue the story we began.

I wholeheartedly thank my wife, Barb, for her support and encouragement. And to my daughter Jennifer, for her unwavering work to improve my stories and polish this book with love and care.
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Lynnville is a quaint town nestled in the heart of central Tennessee, a tiny Southern gem—rich in history, charm, and handcrafted tradition—with a population of just under three hundred. Located in Giles County and founded in 1809, the town proudly embraces its motto: "Striving to be the best small town in America.” 

At the center of Lynnville lies a picturesque town square, home to a lush park adorned with flowering bushes, graceful trees, and a historic white gazebo which has stood for generations. Squirrels and rabbits romp in the square, chasing each other in and out of the bushes. The square is lined with shops and family-run businesses that give Lynnville its character and charm. It's a town where neighbors greet each other by name and no one locks their doors.

The first book, Finding Mac, ended with Ollie, Maggie, and the Hayes family finding homes for Mac and Milly's four puppies with friends and neighbors. I wonder how the puppies are getting along?

It is early June 1960, and summer vacation fills the days with fantastic adventures and journeys continuing until the last week of August. The weather is typical of a Tennessee summer. It is hot and humid, with average high temperatures between 80 and 90 degrees. 

The days are often clear, but pop-up thunderstorms frequently punctuate them, and the high humidity can make the heat feel warmer than it actually is.

The townspeople enjoy the warm weather and sunny days, visiting the shops and establishments around the town square. The kids are too busy with their summer activities to think about the upcoming school year, homework, or other school events. 

It's Saturday morning, and Ollie, Maggie, and their next-door neighbors and close friends, Bill and Lizzy, are enjoying a walk in downtown Lynnville with plans for a bit of shopping for school and a stop later at Soda Pop Junction.

Ollie Hayes is thirteen and in eighth grade; he loves cross-country, track and field, and baseball. A good student and a natural leader, he is very protective of his sister, Maggie. 

Maggie is eleven and in sixth grade. She has long dark red hair, a fair complexion, and green eyes. 

Like Ollie, she achieves good grades in school and is outgoing and friendly. 

She sings in chorus and loves to shop and play baseball with friends. Her goal is to become a best-selling author someday.

Bill and Lizzy live next door with their parents and their dog Buddy. The four of them have grown up together since they were toddlers. Buddy is best friends with the Hayes’ dogs, Mac and Milly, and frequently plays with them in their yard. 

This year, Mr. Hayes, Ollie and Maggie’s dad, installed an easy-to-open gate between the yards so the dogs can go back and forth. Buddy has become an expert at opening the gate between the yards, maybe too much of an expert, as he can also open his front gates and leave his yard.

Lizzy and Maggie are very much alike, sharing many of the same classes at school, enjoying chorus, and liking the same clothes. Lizzy is short with blond hair and green eyes. She and her brother, Bill, share many activities and ride the bus to school every day with their friends.

Bill is thirteen years old and in Ollie's class. He is a great football player and the fastest runner in school. Tall with dark blond hair and blue eyes, he is adventurous, outgoing, and always smiling.

Walking along, Bill and Ollie pass by the Hayes family store owned by Ollie's dad. This year, the store added a new gas station. Their dad is outside talking to a customer and waves hello as they walk by. 

Passing the town square, their thoughts turn to the upcoming summer celebration of the fourth of July, when the kids decorate the town.

Maggie and Lizzy head over to Small Town Girls with Big Dreams, their favorite place to shop for the latest school clothes. The girls like looking around the store, although today neither of them has enough money to buy anything. Both girls like dresses, but never wear them to school, saving them for church and special occasions. Jeans and casual blouses with comfortable sneakers are their typical everyday outfits. The joke between the girls is that Emma is probably the biggest tomboy in town, and no one has ever seen her in a dress, except once at Ollie's birthday party last year. 

Emma is in eighth grade. She is very pretty with long brown hair, brown eyes, and a sparkling smile. She loves chorus and softball and is a good student.

By the end of last year, Emma and Ollie were a little more than friends. She catches frogs with the boys and can throw a baseball from the outfield to the home base. One time, she wrestled a boy to the ground when he called her a name. 

Ollie and Bill walk to the Liberty Sports & Outdoors store to check out the new baseball, football, and track equipment. Ollie saved his money for new track shoes, but he isn’t planning on buying them today. 

The boys continue to look at all the departments, planning to meet their sisters at Soda Pop Junction later. 

Soda Pop Junction is a historic burger joint known for its old-time atmosphere, burgers, and milkshakes, served in a building dating back to the 1860s. It is the kids' favorite place for Cherry Cokes and French fries.

As Ollie and Bill continue to walk down Main Street, there is a little girl about six years old approaching the stoplight at the corner of Main and Oak Street. She is standing, waiting to cross the street. Her mother, Mrs. Smith, is talking to a friend in the shade of a store about fifteen feet behind her daughter.

As Ollie and Bill approach the corner, Ollie notices a car traveling at a fast pace, speeding down Main Street, nearing the corner. 

Bill is talking and doesn’t see the girl walking into the intersection as the vehicle continues at a high speed. 

Sensing the driver does not see the red light; Ollie takes off toward the little girl. The car comes closer, and Ollie dashes out and picks up the little girl as she attempts to cross the intersection. 

Holding the her in his arms, Ollie slips and falls to the pavement on his side, keeping her out of danger, as the vehicle passes through the intersection, ignoring the red light.

The little girl begins to cry, calling, "Mommy, Mommy." The mom and Bill rush to Ollie, and the little girl's mom asks if they are okay. 

Mrs. Smith asks, “Are you sure you are ok, Amy?” 

Amy is still afraid and slowly stops crying. Ollie gets up, holding his shoulder, and looks at the blood on his torn pants leg.

A siren can be heard a few blocks away as it approaches the corner. The mom thanks Ollie and asks for his name; he tells her it’s Ollie Hayes and that his dad owns the family store in town. Before boarding the ambulance, Amy hugs Ollie and whispers, “Thank you.” A small group gathers, wondering what is going on, and Bill tells them everything is okay now.
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The Southern Tennessee Primary Care office is only five minutes away. After they wait in the waiting room for about half an hour, Dr. Tammy White, a young doctor, comes out and greets them, saying, "Follow me, please." On the way, she asks what happened, and Ollie tells her the story. Dr. White says, "So we have a hero here, is that right, Ollie?"

“No, not really, I just saw the car coming extremely fast, and I had to get Amy out of the street," he said.

Next, Dr. White has Ollie take off his shirt to examine his shoulder, saying, "You look pretty strong, Ollie.” Ollie is on the verge of blushing, but he hides his smile and doesn't reply. The doctor puts his arm in a sling and bandages his knee and tells him they should both heal in a few weeks. “Your knee is sprained, but you shoulder is just bruised.”

Ollie can't stop smiling as Dr. White is giving him instructions on how to take care of his shoulder and knee. When she finishes speaking, he asks abruptly, "Should I come back for a follow-up visit?"

Dr. White replies, "Well, you can come back, and a nurse can look at your shoulder and knee in a week or so." 

Ollie calls his dad, and he arrives twenty minutes later and asks if Ollie is okay. During the ride home, Bill says to Ollie, “When are you going to ask her to marry you?”

At home, Ollie tells his mom the story and says it was no big deal, though he is worried about being able to practice and run in the first cross-country meet in August. Maggie comes home and hugs Ollie, and says she is glad he is ok, as she continues to hug him. Mac and Milly sense something is going on and approach Ollie, smelling his pant leg.

In the early evening, Mrs. Hayes serves a nice dinner. When everyone is finished, she says Ollie doesn't need to help Maggie wash the dishes and he should get some rest. 

As Ollie is leaving the kitchen, he says, "Boy, my shoulder really hurts. I don't think I will be able to help you, Maggie, for at least three months.” 

Maggie makes a funny face and throws a wet towel at him but misses. Ollie sticks his head around the corner into the kitchen and says, “Do a good job Maggie!”
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The next morning, Ollie walks into the kitchen and says hello to his dad, who is reading the morning paper and says, "There is an interesting article here you should read, “Local Boy, Ollie Hayes, Declared Hero After Saving a Little Girl Named Amy." 

Maggie is looking over his shoulder and says, "Maybe the town will have a parade for you." Ollie is not thrilled about the whole town hearing what happened.

Sitting on the front porch with his girlfriend Milly, Mac's nose twitches as he catches a whiff of something new in the air. It wasn't the usual scent of freshly cut grass or blooming flowers. No, this was different—excitingly different. He trots down the steps and follows his nose to the edge of the yard, where he spots a moving truck parked across the street. 

"New neighbors?" Mac thinks, his tail wagging with curiosity. Mrs. Connor, who lived across the street, recently sold her house to a younger couple, Mike and Lynn Hartung. They have a 4-year-old little girl, Kelly, an 8-month-old baby boy, Bobby, and a dog named Agnus.

Just then, a small, scruffy Scottish terrier bounds out of the truck, his eyes wide with wonder. 

He is smaller than Mac, with a coat as dark as midnight and a red bandana tied around his neck. The little terrier pauses, noticing Mac, and gives a friendly bark. 

“Hi there! I'm Angus,” his tail wagging furiously. “We just moved in.”   

Mac's heart leaps with excitement. A new friend! “Welcome to Lynnville, Angus! I’m Mac, and my girlfriend, Milly, is on the porch. Someday I will give you a tour of the town," A very short tour,” says Milly. 

“I have a history of disappearing, which gets me in deep trouble, but I can take you on a quick tour of Lynnville sometime. “Angus' eyes sparkle with enthusiasm. “I'd love to! “

Maggie walks out to the porch and crosses the street to pet Angus. Mrs. Hartung greets her and says, “I see Angus is going to have two new friends." Maggie says, “It's nice to meet you and welcome to the neighborhood.” She tells her that she and her brother Ollie live across the street with their mom and dad and Mac and Milly, and her dad owns a store in town, and if they need anything, let them know.

As she starts walking back to her house, Mrs. Hartung asks if Maggie babysits, and Maggie replies, "Yes, I do." "Great,” says Mrs. Hartung, “I will call you sometime after we get settled."

Later in the day, Ollie's dad comes home from work and tells Ollie he heard the two bakeries in town are in big trouble. Apparently, someone or something has been stealing all the fresh-baked biscuits, and as soon as another batch goes out on the shelves, they disappear by morning.

Ollie talks with Bill and suggests the guys get together the next day at his house and develop a plan to find out who

















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
BEYOND
FINDING
MAC

Even coming from small towns, the biggest
dreams are possible





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





