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Author Note​
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References in the text will be credited using MLA (Modern Language Association) style, and MLA style is used for all section headings as this is a literature mini textbook. As such, when a title was written in the original source with irregular capitalization it is written EXACTLY as it is presented on the blog. This choice is something that has gone back and forth between myself and my editor/proofreader. I stand firm by staying with the stylistic choice even when sometimes a title in lowercase grates on my nerves like a belt grinder.

Sincere thanks to Oscelot Haalan for her patience in going through this and other projects with me so many times... especially with how Flightessa and Tigra from The Shadow Chronicles arc of stories intentionally have such a “separated by a glass” feel in how they are meant to interact with their world.
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Types Of Short Fiction​
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Novels and children’s stories are the two most well known general types of fiction. The tales that many of us grew up with, folktales, generally can be considered different types of short stories. Stories focusing on brevity might not always have a definitive point or purpose, but many do. Games are another place where short stories pop up, especially in game manuals, such as for TTRPG (Table Top Role Play or Playing Games, depending on audience) as well as some computer games, where writers flesh out a quick scenario for players to develop on their own. Jude Higgins, in her blog entry titled, “Dribble, drabble, toil and trabble,” expresses some confusion about why there are so many various names for different lengths of short story. However, In my own experience, when participating in group exercises or speaking with other writers it often helps to use these names. The names also express a bit about the type of short story before it is even explained, making it sometimes intuitive as to what kind of story a structure will support.

From shortest to longest word counts, the different types of short stories are:

	Six-Word Story

	Twabble

	Two-Sentence Story

	Mini Saga or Dribble

	Micro Fiction

	Drabble

	Trabble

	369er

	Traditional Flash Fiction

	Sudden Fiction

	Short Stories


Other Short-form Fiction:

	Novelette

	Novella

	Fable

	Parable

	Feghoot

	Frame Story

	Sketch Story

	Vignette

	Anecdote

	Story Sequence
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Flash Fiction Types​
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There are several types of flash fiction. Different lengths are called different things. If you decide to take part in the yearly Flash Fiction Month in July and want the added challenge or option of following daily prompts I suggest following the event at its new home (see references for the old and new link). Note: I am unaware as to the full story why the link for the site had to change as it could be miscommunication between Hyrdas, or someone may have gone inactive, or someone could have poached the url before renewal was realized as due. That location is more actively maintained than the DeviantArt group where the challenges used to be (and still are) posted by the collective known as Hydra.

Below are the individual types of Flash Fiction that I am aware of. You might know of some that I do not. If so, please feel free to let me know of others via my contact locations so that I can add them to this guide. I enjoy collecting categories and practicing stories of different lengths.

Six-Word Stories

THESE EXTREMELY CONCISE stories are often difficult for some people to manage effectively. They can result in a surprising amount of editing when trying to convey as much as possible in what can amount to a single spoken breath. They can also spark rather spirited debate as to what actually constitutes a story.

Examples:


The wind blew through the night.

The empty coffee canister mocked her.


IN THE FIRST EXAMPLE the short sentence could be a story, or perhaps not, depending on the way it is read. It might also have at least two interpretations depending on if someone saw it as the wind blowing all night long, or as the wind moving through night. In the second example there’s only one interpretation. Both tell a story.

Twabbles

EXTREMELY SHORT STORIES of exactly 100 characters. I ran into this variety on Drabblecast’s website when looking up their submission guidelines for the podcast. As of my last check in June of 2026 they are currently closed to submissions, though I encourage periodic rechecks if you are interested in submitting there.

Example:


The river flowed, as she always had, South toward the sea. Where that sea reached to was no concern.



Two-Sentence Stories

TWO-SENTENCE STORIES are most well known currently in their horror persona. Other genres can be addressed via this format, but what makes a story a two sentence story is restraining the telling to only two sentences. These can also be excellent jumping off points for longer tales, but there is something satisfying in a well-contained story distilled into something so short. Depending on how long your sentences are, this story type might be either longer or shorter than the Dribble.

Example:


Once again the kitchen was empty of coffee. The gnome watched her over the last dregs, swallowing even the grounds at the bottom of his borrowed mug.


THE ABOVE STORY COULD be done; if one is a coffee fan it certainly might qualify as horror first thing in the morning. However, this could also be expanded into something addressing why it’s been implied our female lead has been having trouble keeping the gnome from drinking her stores up. This leads us to the next step in the microfiction division, the Mini Saga or Dribble.

Mini Saga or Dribble

A MINI SAGA CONSISTS of exactly 50 words. To be a Mini Saga it has to have a definitive beginning, middle, and end. The objective is to be concise and impactful, and managing to incorporate a twist elevates the mini saga to another level. It is a good challenge for flash fiction events, and can often be encountered at least once if following the Flash Fiction Month challenges in July. They are sometimes referred to as dribbles.

Example:


Her hand gripped the hilt. As she pulled the sword free, light engulfed her. What she didn’t know was her crush had touched the stones at that moment. Both gained a boon of the moon. She, a legendary sword. He, eyes and hair of the moon, and senses to match.



Microfiction

MICROFICTIONS GENERALLY are stories using 100 words or less. They might be pure exercises focusing on a particular element of writing, an anecdote, a meditation, or a scenario meant to ponder. Summaries or book blurbs also fall within this.

Let’s expand the two sentence story.

Example 1:


Once again the kitchen was empty of coffee. The gnome watched her over the last dregs, swallowing even the grounds at the bottom of his borrowed mug.

“‘Bout time you woke up, young’n. We need to have a serious chat about the muck you’re bringing in this house. I can’t let it go on.”

“Are you a House Brownie? I know I need to tidy a little more forcefully, but I plan to catch up after I’ve got this project done.”


THE ADDITION OF DIALOG in this case changes the story a bit further away from horror and more into comedy, unless one is of the belief interacting with the fairies and wee folk is a dangerous thing. Ending it here also leaves her with a gentle warning about what the gnome has found offensive. It is a fair place to end a microfiction, but leaves the reader questioning exactly what he’s disagreeing with.

Example 2:


The river flowed, as it always had, South toward the surging sea. Where that sea reached to was none of its concern, only the dance. In sun and shadow, storm and fog she flowed. Even when winter stretched her icy mantle over her tresses and the top turned to crystal she pressed onward. What drew her she never knew, only that she must go. It did not matter if she ever found out. She flowed over rock and through glen betwixt earth and sky. It was enough for her. If she stopped she would become something else, someone else.


EXAMPLE 2 HERE TAKES the example from the twabble and expands it, personifying the river and telling a bit more of its, or her, story.

Drabble

A DRABBLE IS A STORY of exactly 100 words. This does not include the story title. Like the other flash fiction forms the idea is to practice tight storytelling with concise wording. A double drabble is a two hundred word version.

Example:


They descended on her in a rush of wings to settle around her form. Face up to accept them, all she could do was to wait for those gossamer sails to settle.

“I seem to be collecting crowns of various sorts along this quest.” Merfid thought to herself, fighting the urge to flick her own much larger wings to vent this unknown emotion she felt. “So many eyes. Ridiculous.” She thought after the moths had settled and contented themselves.

“It’s a lot to live up to, isn’t it, child?” The moon whispered in her ear softly. “Lead your people well.”



Trabble

I FIRST ENCOUNTERED the Trabble during my first year of participating in Flash Fiction Month. That year, while I participated in the discussions below the individually posted daily Hydra’s challenges on DeviantArt, several of us had been enjoying playing with drabbles. This series of discussions sparked the creation of the format. Some also call the Trabble a Tribble. A Trabble consists of a three-hundred word story. The moniker Tribble, which some use instead of Trabble, is a tribute to the fuzzy creatures in Star Trek that are known for their rapid reproduction, similar to how the David Bowie challenge (see resources
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