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What We’re Talking About

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Internet Posts
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You no doubt Post information on the internet. Not everyone does. Still, most people do. And you probably wouldn’t be reading this book if you didn’t Post information on the web. At the very least you probably plan on posting information there.

You might create Facebook Posts. Perhaps you Post pictures on Instagram or videos on Tik-Tok. You might send out a short message to the world, or at least to your followers, in a Twitter tweet.

You might publish your videos on a YouTube Channel. Maybe you have your own podcasts that people can listen to. Perhaps you Post long pieces of text, with images, on your Blog. You might even write Articles for someone else’s Blog.

If you post your Articles for all of the web to see, you’re an Influencer. Somebody will eventually see one of your Posts, and it will affect their thinking. You may not be a big-time Influencer. But, you’re an Influencer nonetheless.
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THIS BOOK DEALS MAINLY with Blogs. I offer an alternate way to Blog. And I give you reasons why you may want to use that approach. The principles and methods mentioned in this book may also apply to other ways of communicating on the web, like podcasts and video channels. 

If you want more control over your internet Posts, you’ll want to read this book. If you are satisfied with how your internet Posts are working, but you would like to investigate alternatives, you’ll also enjoy this book.

If you’re a rebel like me and you want to do things your own way, this book is for you. It will show you what you can do differently. It will show you how to do those things differently. And I’ll point out the things that you will probably want to keep the same. Just because you’re a rebel, doesn’t mean that you have to totally reinvent something.

I try to make the internet more expressive. That means, I try to make the internet, so that people can express things the way that they want to. 

What people Post should be a reflection of themselves. It should not be a reflection of some designer working for some big name company who knows nothing about them and who knows nothing about the way they express themselves.

There is a little code in this book. But don’t let that scare you off. There’s very little code in this book. I tell you how to easily apply it to your Website. And, most of the time, using that code is optional.

If you have written a Website in HTML and CSS, this book should not be difficult for you to understand. If you haven’t, that’s an easy thing to learn. 

I’ll include the basics of HTML and CSS in this book. Still, you’ll probably want to do more research before you try to create a Website and also use it for your Blog. But don’t let that keep you from reading this book now.
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What is a Blog?
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A Blog is kind of an online newspaper or diary. Typically, people write Articles for their Blog on Blogger​[1] or on a WordPress​[2] Website. Alternatives include Medium​[3] and Typepad​[4]. Ghost​[5] offers an alternative to WordPress. 

Dreamhost​[6] offers free WordPress installs (and updates) if you host your Website with them. They also offer a paid, easier, advanced version of WordPress, called DreamPress.

If you use WordPress or Blogger, you can just start typing your Article and publish it when you’re done. Well, you’ll want to install some apps to help you with your Blog. WordPress calls these apps plugins. 

Several plugins will do the same thing. So, you will have to figure out how to choose the best one for you. That’s similar to choosing the best app to download from a Playstore.
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Blog vs Social Media Posts
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Many Social Media Platforms let you post. However, in Twitter, your Article has to be pretty short (280 characters or about 40 to 45 words), unless you link to it elsewhere. 

You can place your text in an image and Post that image. That will get you a few more words. However, most Blog Posts are longer than that.

You can also Post a Tweet Thread. This means that you post several related tweets, one after the other. You could write a Blog Post that way. But it seems tedious.

Facebook allows you 10,000 words or so (63,206 characters). So, you can use that to Blog.

Linkedin has a 3,000 character limit. That’s about 480 words. Shorter Posts, here we come!

Instagram Posts are very short. But you can attach a short video or a picture with words on it to make your Instagram Posts longer.
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Elements of a Blog
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The Blog is all of the Posts. Posts stay in the Blog forever. They might be archived after a certain amount of time. That way your Blog doesn’t take so long to load. Depending on the tools that you’re using to Blog, there might be a way to expire Posts so that they delete automatically. A Blog has an Author or Owner.

The Post is an individual Article. There is a List of all your Posts.

A Post contains a Title, a Description, a Featured Image, and maybe more images. There’s an Author. A Post might contain a Form, perhaps a Signup Form. A Post might contain other features.

A Blog uses a Theme to make various elements of the Blog work together better. This includes text styles. The Theme defines all of the formats of the Blog.

There is a Feed that informs other Websites when you’ve made updates to your Blog. The most common update is publishing a new Post.
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WordPress
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I’ll give you a brief overview of WordPress. I haven’t used other popular blogging systems like Blogger. But I suspect that they work in a similar manner.

WordPress is the most popular platform for writing Blogs. I’ve used that platform for several years. I’ve run two separate Blogs with WordPress. And I’ve used it to set up a Website for a non-profit.

In the beginning you had to be a hard-core programmer to do anything out of the norm with WordPress. Even changing your theme took some doing. Luckily, I was a hard-core programmer. 

Now, WordPress is much simpler to use. And, if you’re used to using Microsoft Word, WordPress will seem familiar to you.

There are several Themes available for WordPress. Some are free. You will probably need to modify the Theme for look and feel. You will probably also need to add some bells and whistles.

There are several Plugins available for WordPress. These will give you more control over the layout of your Posts. They’ll also help you with SEO and Administrative WordPress tasks.

WordPress divides your Post into Blocks. The main Block is a paragraph. There’s also one for images.
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My Issues With WordPress
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I have issues with WordPress. It works OK, so long as you like the way that it works. And I had a good long run with it for more than 10 years. Now, it’s time for me to move on to something better.
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CURRENTLY THE MAIN issue that I have with WordPress is that the folks who run it can’t seem to decide how they want to use Blocks.

Originally, there was one set of Blocks. Then there was a different set. Now, you can use a Block from either set. 

I was just getting used to the new set. And now the default is the old set. 

I’ve heard that WordPress is thinking of switching to a third set of Blocks. It’s getting very confusing.
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THE SECOND MAIN ISSUE that I have with WordPress is that it’s a hog. It takes a lot of space, space that you may not have available for your Website. And it takes a lot of energy when users look at it. 

Luckily, if somebody has looked at your Blog, it’s cached (stored in memory). That way when that person looks at your Blog again, it won’t take so much energy. And, it will load faster. 

You can install a Cache plugin. (I prefer Total Cache. Yet, there are others which are just as good.) A cache plugin stores more things in memory and optimizes some of them while it’s at it.

Pictures in WordPress are typically huge. And they take lots of space. Speech files and Videos take even more room. 

Luckily there are plugins that will compress these. But what about compressing them on your website. And will those plugins compress them enough? 

One of those plugins did help me out. But it only compressed images when I asked it too. Luckily, I only had to use it once. But how close was I getting to running out of room again?

You can save space by deleting old Posts. You can also delete all of the pictures which were only associated with those Posts. You can delete all of the Themes which you aren’t using. That will probably leave you with one Theme. You can also uninstall any plugins that you aren’t using. All of that deleting will save space.
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FORMATTING YOUR TEXT is done the way that WordPress wants to do it. If you like that format, you’re fine. For me, there’s too much wasted white space. And, it’s too hard to switch fonts.
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THE LAST ISSUE I HAVE with WordPress is that I create Websites. Placing text on a Website is done differently than entering text in WordPress. Placing text on a Website is not difficult. I make it even easier with my x_press JavaScript Library. You don’t have to know JavaScript to use that Library.

So, why should I remember two ways of doing the same thing. Why don’t I just create my Blog on my Website? 
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SWITCHING MY BLOG TO my Website will also take care of the resources issue. And, formatting will be more under my control. All of the issues that I have with WordPress will be solved.

Switching my Blog to an HTML webpage, means that I no longer have to update WordPress Plugins and Themes all of the time. True, if I use any helper apps (plugin equivalents) on my Website, I have to update them. But then, I was doing that anyway. And I don’t have to update those nearly so often.
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